phe Texas Sage

President's Corner . . .

[This months article was written
by Debbie Fierros, North Central
Chapter Newsletter Editor]

At the August meeting we were
treated to an entertaining talk on
the use of wildflowers in
landscapes, presented to us by
Jane Bartosieiwiez, a Master
Naturalist and Master Gardener.

Jane showed us some beautiful
slides of wildflowers that she had
photographed herself. She
wanted to move through the
slides quickly to show us the
variety of colors and textures of
wildflowers, but we made her
stop and talk about every slide
so we could absorb all the
details.

When preparing a turf site to
plant wildflower seeds, Jane
suggests scalping the grass
several weeks in a row to kill it.
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She advised against solarizing
the area with plastic (because it
sterilizes the soil) and against
tilling the area (because it
encourages unwanted seeds
buried in the soil).

Wildflower seeds need water to
sprout, grow and bloom. So if
Mother Nature doesn'’t provide
rain, plan on watering your
plants or you'll have
disappointing results when trying
to start your wildflower patch.

If you have neighbors who don’t
appreciate the ‘natural’ look of a
wildflower garden, put a border
around the wildflowers to tidy it
up. Don't let the flowers
overflow onto public sidewalks
and city streets. Keeping an
area of mowed turf around the
‘wild’ area makes a nice contrast
and should satisfy the more
traditional neighbors.
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Thank you Jane for that
wonderful talk.

Over the next few months we
have some more exciting
speakers and events. In
September Dr. Bruce Benz will
talk to us about the structure and
ecology of the Tandy Hills prairie
and other sites in this area. On
October 7" we will host a garden
tour. The tour will include many
of the wonderful gardens we saw
last year, plus our demonstration
gardens. However this year we
will open the tour to the public as
a chapter fund raiser. October
19-22 are the dates of the
NPSOT symposium in Denton.
In November we will have our
annual native plant exchange
and in December Randy Weston
will talk about cottage gardens —
Texas style.

- Debbie Fierros

Symposium Silent Auction

NPSOT Symposium 2000 in Denton will have a silent
auction. Georgia Prakash, NPSOT President, is asking all
members to bring items (or send them with a friend if
you’re not going) to the event. There will be more
information about the auction in the President’s Message
in the September/October issue of NPSOT News.
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Granbury Road Demonstration Garden News

Another successful and rewarding workday was
completed by the Granbury Road Raiders on July
23. After two workdays in July, the garden has
been trimmed, weeded and well cared for.

These are the dedicated and hardworking
volunteers that have maintained the garden and
keep coming back:
Susan Higgins
Gale Cupp
Beth Schimian
Judith Sear
Mike Woodrey
Victoria Neal

There is much to learn when tending to a native
garden and everyone is invited to participate in
the next work day September 2 from 8:00 am to
12:00 noon. Come join the Granbury Road
Raiders in keeping the garden looking it's best!

Welcome to our new subscribers!

Elaine Couch
Joe & Carolyn McHaney

The Annual Native Garden Tour will take place
October 7. The garden very much needs a
replacement cover of mulch which will be ordered
and delivered in time for spreading September 9.
Please call Helena (244-5338) to let her know
you can assist. Thisis a BIG job which needs the
support of the group. Bring wheel barrows,

rakes, and brooms. We will start at 8:00 am and
work until we are finished.

A few plants have expired and Michael Woodrey
and Stephen Hayden are assisting in the plant
recommendations and replacement. Another
work day will be required to plant and get ready
for the tour.

A very sincere thanks to all who have helped over
the past several months.

- Helena van Heiningen

Treasurer’s Report
by Jean-Marie Smith

Balance (7/20/00) $1,105.74
Deposits

(raffle, newsletter

subscriptions)

Expenditures
(room rental, bank fees,

program, newsletter) [$ 258.39]

Balance (8/21/00) $877.35
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What's Happening . . .

Saturday, September 2 8:00 AM - NOON Granbury Road Demonstration Garden
Workday at the Granbury Road Subcourthouse demonstration garden. Call Helen van Heiningen at
(817)244-5338 for more information.

Tuesday, September 5 7:00 PM Fielder House Museum, Arlington
Kathleen Cook, Landscape Architect — Fort Worth Botanic Gardens will present a program on
landscape desingn to the Star Flowers Garden Club. The Fielder House Museum is located at 1616
W. Abram Street in Arlington.

Thursday, September 7 7:00 PM Fort Worth Botanic Garden
North Central Chapter meeting. Our speaker will be Dr. Bruce Benz, who will present a talk on the
structure and ecology of the Tandy Hills prairie and other remnant sites around Fort Worth. Dr. Benz
is a botanist and plant ecologist at Texas Wesleyan University. He has a Master’s degree in
anthropology from the University of Colorado-Boulder and a Ph.D. in Botany from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison. He teaches biology and interdisciplinary studies at TWU and conducts
research on plant conservation in Texas and the origin of maize in Mexico.

Saturday, September 9 8:00 AM Veterans Park Wildscape, Arlington
The monthly workday at the Veterans Park Wildscape will be held on September 9th. If you would
like more information, contact Molly Hollar at (817) 860-5580 or Mike McCorkhill at (817) 465-0763.
Every Wednesday and Friday at 8:00am there is another opportunity to volunteer at the wildscape.

Saturday, September 9 8:00 AM Granbury Road Demonstration Garden
This will be a special workday at the Granbury Road Subcourthouse demonstration garden so that we
can spread some mulch in preparation for the garden tour in October. Bring wheel barrows, rakes,
and brooms. Call Helen van Heiningen at (817)244-5338 for more information.

Saturday, September 9 3:00 PM Southwest Regional Library, Ft. Worth
Sharon Wood, our chapter’s Education Director, will present a “Children’s Native Plant Workshop” at
the public library on south Hulen Street (the actual address is 4001 Library Lane) where we have one
of our demonstration gardens. Sharon will present a slide show of native plants followed by a session
for making wildflower seed balls.

Saturday, September 23 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM Veterans Park Wildscape, Arlington
The Wildscape is almost six years old and has grown into a truly wonderful retreat and recognized
example of how to bring nature into your own backyard. It's time for the first annual Veterans Park
Wildscape volunteer appreciation celebration to recognize the organizations that have contributed to
the development and success of the Wildscape. The potluck event will be held at the pavilion at
Veterans Park (Arkansas Lane & Spanish Trail). Drinks will be provided by the Arlington
Conservation Council. Bring lawn chairs or blankets. If you plan to attend, please RSVP to Jean
Marie Smith at (817)275-74609.

Saturday, September 23 2:00 PM Environmental Services Bldg., N. Richland Hills
The City of North Richland Hills Beautification Commission is sponsoring a pond class to be held at
the Environmental Services Building at 7200-C Dick Fisher Dr. South. For more information call
(817)427-6651.
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What's Happening . . . (contd)

Saturday, October 7 Fort Worth, North Richland Hills, and other areas
Our chapter will host a fall Garden Tour of landscapes using native plants. The gardens to be
toured will include members’ homes and our chapter’s demonstration gardens.

Thursday-Sunday, October 19-22 University of North Texas, Denton
The Native Plant Society of Texas Annual Symposium

Thursday, October 19 — There will be pre-conference field trips.
Tour the Noble Foundation’s Coffey Ranch (10:00-2:00 not including travel time) or
take the Denton Greenbelt Kayak tour (8:00-4:00).

Friday, October 20 — You may attend two of the six exciting workshops planned, or you can go on
a field trip (or both if the schedule permits). Select one of the three workshops offered in the
morning (10:00-12:00) and/or one of the three in the afternoon (2:00-4:00). Morning
workshops include:
“Collecting and Preserving Botanical Specimens”,
“Landscaping on Sandy Acidic Cross Timbers Soils”, and
“Working the Political System to Save Our Native Plants”.
Afternoon workshops include:
“Plant Sale Primer”,
“Landscaping on Clay, Caliche or Limestone Soils”, and
“Key Elements of Tree Preservation Ordinances”.
Fieldtrips include:
tour of the Benny Simpson Native Plant Landscape Beds in N. Dallas (2:00-3:30);
two stop tour to LLELA and LAERF in Lewisville (12:30-4:00); or
three stop tour of BRIT, the Lasater residence landscape, and the Wildscape at
Veterans Park (9:45-3:00).

Saturday, October 21 — Symposium papers will be presented.

Sunday, October 22 — Choose from more exciting field trips to
Fort Worth Nature Center (9:00-4:00);
Lake Mineral Wells State Park (9:00-4:00);
LBJ Grasslands (9:00-12:00);
Cedar Hill State Park, Kings Creek Gardens,and the Dallas Nature Center(9:00-4:00),
Stella Rowan Wilderness Remnant Prairie (9:30-11:30); or
Hugh Garnett Preserve (9:00-11:00)

For more information see the latest issue of NPSOT News or visit the website at www.npsot.org.
There will be copies of the schedule and registration form at our September chapter meeting.

Thursday, November 2 7:00 PM Fort Worth Botanic Garden
North Central Chapter meeting. Annual native plant exchange.

Thursday, December 7 7:00 PM Fort Worth Botanic Garden
North Central Chapter meeting. Randy Weston will make a presentation on “Cottage Gardens —

Texas Style”.
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The Trees of Butterflies

In the caterpillar stage of their
lives almost all butterflies and
moths are herbivores, the
exception among North
American species being the
Harvester, a butterfly whose
carnivorous larvae consume
woolly aphids (and more
power to them!). Most of them
are nourished on herbs and
grasses, but there are many
others that eat only tree
leaves, and these are the
ones | would like to tell you
about.

First, | must explain that with
few exceptions butterflies and
many moths are host-specific,
that is, the female will lay her
eggs only on specific plants
(or those in a certain family)
and caterpillars will consume
only that kind of plant. The
female is pre-programmed to
find that plant which she does
by smell, by sight, and by
touching with her feet. These
are then the larval host plants.

Hackberry trees are among
our most common trees, and
on them grow four of our
native butterflies: the
Questionmark, the Hackberry
Emperor, the Tawny Emperor,
and the Snout Butterfly. EIm
is in the same family and may
be used alternately, but
usually we find these
caterpillars on hackberry,

where they mature, spin their
chrysalids, and emerge to
start the whole cycle again.

Oaks are abundant, too, and
apparently the plant
secondary chemistry is similar
in all species of oaks, as those
butterflies and moths that use
oak as their larval hosts will
accept any of them. The
spectacular California Sister
may be making a comeback in
our area; it will most often be
found near oaks. There are
several hairstreaks, small
butterflies of the group known
as “gossamer-wings” that also
use only oak: the Banded
Hairstreak, the White M-
album, and the Northern
Hairstreak. Horace’s
Duskywing, a dark, fairly large
spread-wing skipper, and the
similar Juvenal’s Duskywing
caterpillar will fold an oak leaf,
glue the edges together, and
eat the leaf in the privacy of its
shelter. In addition to the
butterflies, some of our largest
and most striking moths use
only oak: the Imperial, the
Polyphemus, the Waved
Sphinx Moth, and several of
the underwing moths.

Pecan trees host more moth
larvae than butterflies: several
hawkmoths and at least four
species of underwing moths.

Soapberry trees are the
principal host for the
Soapberry Hairstreak. Prickly-
ash is the only native host in
this area for the Giant
Swallowtail. Juniper is used
by Juniper Hairstreaks.

A few butterflies are not as
fussy and may use a variety of
plants of several families.
Hence, one may find Tiger
Swallowtail larvae on ash,
elm, cottonwood, or willow
(among others). The Red-
spotted Purple is almost as
non-discriminating, using oak,
willow, elm, and others.
Similarly, the Giant Leopard
Moth (our woolly-bear as
caterpillar) and the lo Moth,
whose caterpillars can cause
a painful swelling on human
flesh, may be found on many
trees and shrubs.

Unlike other members of the
order, such as bag-worms and
tent-caterpillars, these
butterflies and moths are not
dangerous to the tree nor do
they make unsightly messes in
them. Most feed on the
underside of the leaves,
chomping away at the edges.
Some are high in the tops of
the trees. Many feed only at
night.

- Joann Karges
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Native Plant Society of Texas,
North Central Chapter
Debbie Fierros, Editor

1017 Usher St.

Benbrook, TX 76126

Next Meeting:
Thursday, September 7 at 7PM
at FW Botanical Garden

Join the Native Plant Society of Texas!

As a member of the state organization, you will receive an annual
subscription to the NPSOT News, and you will be invited to The Texas Sage

. is a monthly publication of the
attend the NPSOT Annual Symposium. North Central Chapter of the

Memberships : ___Individual $20 Native Plant Society of Texas.
____Family $25

|:| Check here if this is a ____Student $15
membership renewal ____Sr. Citizen $15

Glen Nerwin, President
(817) 281-5991

For changes of address or
information about contributing to
the newsletter, please contact:

Make check payable to NPSOT and mail this form and check to:

Native Plant Society of Texas

P.O. Box 891

Georgetown, TX 78627 Debbie Fierros, Editor
The Texas Sage
1017 Usher St.

; Ft. Worth, TX 76126
Subscribe to The Texas Sage (817) 249-3241
To receive a one-year subscription to this newsletter (renewable

each January), send a check for $10 (payable to NPSOT) to: The Texas Sage is printed on

) ) recycled paper.
Jean-Marie Smith, Treasurer

720 Highland Dr.
Arlington, TX 76010

Visit our web site at http://www.txnativeplants.org




