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The Blackland Prairie Across Time 
George Diggs 

BRIT Research Associate 
 
The Blackland Prairie has a fascinating history, ranging 
from the formation of its geologic layers underwater mil-
lions of years ago, to some big surprises when examining 
what it was like thousands of years ago, to the fact that 
200 years ago, when settled by Europeans, it was a very 
diverse ecosystem with incredibly rich, unique soils, and a 
wide variety of plants and animals. This talk will briefly 
examine the Blackland Prairie across time, look at some of 
the changes that have occurred, consider how all of this 
affects us today, and discuss some of the beautiful native 
plants we find in the prairie remnants still present. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
George Diggs is a botanist and evolutionary biologist who 
has taught for 35 years at Austin College in Sherman, and 
a Research Associate at the Botanical Research Institute of 
Texas. His research interests include the plants of Texas, 
evolution as it relates to human health, and biogeogra-
phy. He has co-authored four books and more than 30 sci-
entific articles. In his research he has traveled to all seven 
continents. His latest books are The Hunter-Gatherer 
Within: Health and the Natural Human Diet, co-authored 
with Dr. Kerry Brock, and The Ferns & Lycophytes of 
Texas, co-authored with Barney Lipscomb. 
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c The President’s Corner Starr Krottinger 

Leadership, Teamwork and 
YOU 

 
Last month I was excited 
about my new Canyon Muhly 
which, by the way, stills looks 
awesome. This month I am 
turning philosophical, so  
either jump in with me, or 
skip to the next article. You've 
been given fair warning! 
 When I first became  
involved with NPSOT, in 
2010 or 2011, Nancy Price, 
as President, was leading a 
small group that had about 
20 people at a meeting. She 
invited me to a meeting at 
her house one January to 
talk about what NPSOT was 
going to do the coming year 
and asked me if I would head 
the program committee. I 
told her yes, not knowing 
that I was also agreeing to be 
Vice President!  The actual 
election to that office was  
almost an afterthought. With 
the strong support of Martha 
Mullens, who actually con-
tacted most of our speakers 
the next two years, we were 
able to start putting together 
a respectable list of really 
good speakers, and atten-
dance at meetings began to 
creep up to the low twenties 
on a regular basis.  
 Jump ahead a few years to 
the present. Our membership 
is now over 150, and while I 
acknowledge that some of 
our members join only to get 
a free book and to support 
out mission without ever  
expecting to attend our meet-
ings on a regular basis, our 

meeting attendance has more 
than doubled in the last few 
years. We had about 40 peo-
ple at our March meeting, 
but had nearly 70 at our 
April meeting!   
 While it is my belief that a 
strong membership chairman, 
and good programs are key 
to membership growth, I also 
believe that good leadership 
is the key to sustained 
growth. 
 In the "old days," five or 
six years ago, the board con-
sisted primarily of President, 
VP, Secretary, Treasurer, and 
Plant Sale Chairman. Many 
of those same people are still 
attending board meetings 
and leading this organization. 
Thank goodness for the con-
sistency and dedication of 
those who are willing to con-
tinue in leadership roles!  
 Unfortunately, several of 
those people are serving in 
more than one capacity. For 
example Dawn is Secretary, 
but she is also Events Coor-
dinator and Gailon is Treas-
urer, but she is also one of 
the Plant Sale Coordinators, 
and if a person is in charge 
of something, they are also 
their own publicity chair. 
 Why is that the case? If 
our membership has grown, 
shouldn't we be able to find 
more people willing to help 
lead this organization?  
 Another belief I have is 
that there are people in our 
group who have the skills 
and are willing to help, but 
for whatever reason have not 
latched on to the opportunity. 

We are currently searching 
for a Hospitality Chairman, a 
Publicity Chairman, and 
there has been discussion 
about having someone be a 
Monarch butterfly coordina-
tor (my title), so there are at 
least three positions open 
and I invite you to join us on 
the Board to help guide this 
growing, active organization 
to be the best we can be. I 
don’t know your skills; if I 
did I would be asking you 
personally to join the Board, 
so please accept my invita-
tion and tell me what role 
you want to play. 
 I consider it a privilege to 
act as your leader, although 
sometimes I wonder who is 
leading whom! It takes a little 
time, but everything worth-
while takes a little time, and 
the more people playing  
active roles in our organiza-
tion, the less work there is 
for any one of us. 



  

 

This lovely wildflower deco-
rates the Texas countryside 
from May to October,  
although it might take a 
break during the hottest 
summer months if no water 
is available. 
 Mexican Hat is not picky 
about soils and is very 
drought tolerant, requiring 
only lots of sunshine in order 
to flourish. 
 This perennial looks very 
pretty even without the flow-
ers because of the lacy tex-
ture of the leaves. It sends 
up a profusion of bare stems 
about 18 inches long holding 
the sombrero-shaped flower. 
The blooms can vary in color, 
from solid yellow to streaked 
in various shades of red or 
maroon, making the flowers 
of each plant look different 
from each other. 
 The plant is very wide-
spread over many states and 
is very prevalent in prairies 
and along roadways where it 
delights motorists with its 
lovely colors waving in the 
breeze. 
 Note: Lady Bird Johnson 
Wildflower Center says that 
Mexican hat is easy to grow 
from seed. Showy flowers 
bloom over a long season. 
Foliage has a strong odor 
that repels deer.  
 They also mention that 
pollination ecologists recog-
nize this plant as having spe-
cial value to native bees,  
according to information 
from the Xerces Society for 
Invertebrate Conservation. 
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c Plant of the Month Josephine Keeney 

Mexican hat, Ratibida columnifera 
Asteraceae (Aster family) 

 

Find more native plant information at www.texasstar.org, 
a forum for Texas gardeners dedicated to the cultivation 

and propagation of Texas native plants. 
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Workdays 
 

Southwest Subcourthouse on Granbury Road in Fort Worth: second Saturday and last 
Wednesdays of each month beginning at 9:00 am. Gailon Hardin and Dawn Hancock in charge. 
 
Hulen Street Regional Library in Fort Worth: second and fourth Thursday of each month  
9:00 am till 12:00. Theresa Thomas and Char McMorrow in charge. 
 
Molly Hollar Wildscape at Veterans Park in Arlington: Wednesdays and fourth Saturday of 
each month 9:00 am –12:00. Also, Tuesdays 9:00 am – 12:00 at the greenhouse in Randol Mill 
Park in Arlington.  

The spring plant sale at River Legacy was a resounding suc-
cess. The sales were higher than ever before and the number 
of plants available for sale was an amazing 1700. But even 
more surprising was the number of plant species. We had 118 
varieties of plants. It looks like our members responded to our 
request for lots plants with a resounding Yes! 
 We had a beautiful day and the mood was relaxed, putting 
our customers in a shopping mode that was made easy by all 
the garden carts that the members brought from home. 
 The milkweed and butterfly host plants were very popular 
and added an element of fun and excitement. 
 The sale of memberships was an amazing 24, making this 
the highest number ever. The gift of a book for signing up is a 
very good way to educate new members and grow our chapter. 
 Everyone did a wonderful job staffing their stations from  
beginning to end, even when we were very tired at closing and 
had to count the small unsold inventory.  
 We think that our sale is a great way to introduce the public 
to Texas native plants. It gives us the opportunity to supply 
those who want native plants and cannot find them at other 
places. 
    Thank you all so very much; we’ll see you again soon at our 
next adventure: The fall plant sale  

Spring Plant Sale Gailon Hardin & Josephine Keeney 
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Meeting Minutes: May 5, 2016 Dawn Hancock 

President Starr Krottinger 
called the meeting to order at 
6:29 pm.     
 President Krottinger called 
for corrections to the minutes 
of April 8, 2016, and hearing 
none, the minutes were  
accepted as published in the 
May newsletter. 
 
Treasurer’s Report  
Gailon Hardin reported a bal-
ance of $10,194.70 as of 
April 29, 2016. 
 
Membership Report  
Forty-four members were in 
attendance. There were 16 
guests: Jean Armbruster, 
Sheila Baker, Cathy Byrd, 
Valerie Crow, Diane Dillon, 
Laurie Dobson, Renee Garcia, 
Eric Johnson, Paulette Kreh-
lik, Ed Pisobedds, Rebecca 
RedFox, Kris Schultz, Sandy 
Simulon and grandson, Amy 
Webster, and Jeanie Zinke. 
 
Vice-president’s  
Report   
Kim Conrow announced that 
George Diggs will talk on the 
history and future of the 
blackland prairies at the 
June meeting. 
 
Committee Reports 
 Plant Sales Josephine 
Keeney reported that 1830 
plants are available for sale 
at the upcoming Spring Plant 
Sale on May 7. The logistics 
of the plant sale are well in 
hand. Milkweed is in high 
demand and Josephine 

brought the pupae of mon-
arch butterflies she is raising 
to show attendees.   
 Laura Penn gave a  
detailed demonstration of 
her method for germinating 
milkweed seed. 
 
 Events Dawn Hancock 
summarized past events of 
the month (UTA Celebrating 
People and Planet, Mayor’s 
Pledge for Monarchs, and 
TCC-SE Arbor Day). Prairie 
Day at BRIT is the upcoming 
event on May 14, and a 
signup sheet was circulated 
for volunteers. 
 
 NLCP  Merita Knapp  
announced that the upcom-
ing Level 1 NLCP class had 
only one opening left. Anyone 
wishing to sign up for that 
slot should see Merita. 
 
 Hospitality The fol-
lowing members provided  
refreshments for the meeting: 
Otto Witt, Nancy Price, Ray 
Sherrell, Melissa Inman, and 
Dave West.   
 
Unfinished  
Business  
There was no unfinished 
business scheduled for dis-
cussion. 
 
New Business  
President Krottinger  
announced two empty chair-
manships:  
Publicity Chairperson would 
be one who is familiar with or 

willing to advertise the Chap-
ter’s meetings in venues such 
as the newspaper and Web 
sites. 
 Hospitality Chairperson 
would recruit volunteers to 
bring refreshments to meet-
ings. 
 
Announcements  
President Krottinger  
announced that the Execu-
tive Board will meet May 24 
at Ol’ South Pancake House.  
Members are encouraged to 
attend. 
 
Adjournment  
Dave West motioned for the 
meeting to adjourn. Patti 
Maness seconded the motion, 
which passed. The meeting  
adjourned at 6:55 pm. 
 Our speaker was Randy 
Johnson, who addressed the 
management of monarch 
butterflies. 
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Membership News: Welcome New members! Laura Penn 

Please help welcome the following new members who joined the North Central Chapter this 
spring season. If you see them at an upcoming meeting, class or native plant walk, please take a 
few minutes to visit with them, help them feel part of the group, and of course share your love of 
native plants and native habitats! 
 

 
 
 If you need to renew your membership, or if you receive this newsletter and want to join as a 
paid member, please go to http://npsot.org/wp/join-renew/  to renew/register online. We 
would love to have your support for our chapter! Annual Individual dues are $35, Family mem-
berships are $50, seniors, students and limited income dues are $25. Membership lasts for 12 
months beginning in the month you join. 
 Membership can mean so much more than just making a payment once a year. You make the 
difference, not just in your own landscaping, but also in your community, by getting involved, 
expanding your knowledge and helping others! So remember to check out our events and activi-
ties that we post on Meetup.com, for ways that you can get involved in the North Central chap-
ter.  http://www.meetup.com/Native-Plants-Society-Ft-Worth-Arlington-Mid-Cities/ 
 Our chapter grows because you, the members, talk about your interest in native plants with 
your friends, neighbors and co-workers. Please continue to invite them to a chapter meeting or 
event, to help them learn about the beauty and benefits of native plants and native plant habi-
tats. 
 With a special thanks to all those who promoted membership at the May 7 plant sale and to 
Patti Maness for her work at the NLCP Class on May 14, I am proud to announce that as of May 
17, 2016, the total membership of the North Central Chapter is 179. 
 If you have any questions or suggestions about your chapter membership, please contact me, 
Laura Penn, at Lgnpenn@gmail.com. 

Al Amoedo Sheri Bratton April Casselman 
Cynthia Cobb Sara Collins David Craig 

Diana Crawford Matthew Crouch Laurie Dobson 

Rose Donald Michele Firra Barbara & Jim Fleischman 

Jose Flores Karen Harden Joan Hicks 

Ben Holland Cristina Holliday Cody Holloway 

David Ryan Holloway Eric Johnson & Diane  
Austin 

Julie & Lily Keith 

Jim Landers Maikel Lusios Carol Marcotte 

Patty Meek Nikki Ordonez Christina & Clark  
Osterlund 

Kevin Overton Debbie Panton Lucas Price 

Tammi Rizer Krystina & Clinton  
Robison 

Page Schreck 

Ray Sherrell Don Snedigar Becky Williams 
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Marshall Grain Pat Gerard 

store and to relocate every-
thing to their store in Grape-
vine. That store will continue 
to partner with the NICE! 
program.  
 The Fort Worth store  
began its in operation in 
1946 as a feed store and has 
since evolved into carrying a 
full supply of garden and pet 
supplies, many organics and 
with a range of trees and 
other plants. Fort Worth has 
benefited  from its presence 
and services to the animal 
and gardening communities. 
Unfortunately, the commu-
nity surrounding the store 
has been declining. This has 
affected Marshall Grain’s 
business and security, and 
has become a detriment to 
its continuation  in that loca-
tion. 
  It has been one of the 
leading and oldest organic 
garden centers, serving the 
needs of urban farmers, 
homesteaders and holistic 
pet supply stores in North 
Texas. Residents, some of 
whom have shopped at the 
store for more than 50 years, 
will be losing a local place to 
shop and a part of Fort 
Worth's history will be 
changed. 

  
Pat Gerard is a 
NICE! Represen-
tative  and mem-
ber of the North 
Central Chapter 
of the Native 
Plant Society of 
Texas.  
 

Photo: Megan 
Davis-McConnell 

The North Central Chapter of 
NPSOT is one of over 30 
chapters throughout Texas 
that promote the use of  
native plants through the 
NICE! program. The program 
raises awareness and edu-
cates the public about the 
benefits of growing "Natives 
Instead of Common Exotics!”  
The NICE! program partners 
with local nurseries and gar-
den centers to share this  
information.  
 Each season throughout 
the year a NICE! representa-
tive delivers an educational 
sheet featuring a picture 
of a native plant and infor-
mation about its size, growth 
rate, planting site and water-
ing instructions. There are 
helpful comments about its 
value in the landscape, such 
as conservation of water,  
improvement of the environ-
ment and the many benefi-
cial aspects of attracting 
birds, butterflies  and bees 
into the garden for pollina-
tion. 
  Marshall Grain in Fort 
Worth has participated in the 
NICE! program since 2010. 
We want to thank them for 
their support, their knowl-
edgeable managers and staff 
in making native 
plants avail-
able  and their 
generosity in giv-
ing of gift certifi-
cates. Recently, 
we have been  
notified of the  
decision to close 
their Fort Worth 

Wine cup Martha Mullens 
 
The wine cup or poppy mal-
low, Callirhoe involucrata, 
can be a great addition to 
your native plant garden with 
goblet-shaped blooms that 
vary from purplish red with 
white centers to all white. All 
white flowers are more com-
mon at Tandy Hills than the 
reddish ones.  
 The intricate shape of the 
deeply incised lobed leaves is 
almost as interesting as the 
flowers. The leaves will stay 
green almost all year except 
in the hottest two or three  
months of late summer.  
 The perennial plants lie 
low to the ground so they 
should be given room to 
sprawl. They will reward you 
with lots of color from March 
or April to June.  
 They like full sun to par-
tial shade, need well-drained 
soil (any type), and are 
drought resistant. They can 
be propagated with live 
plants, digging the tuber, or 
from seeds. 
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Native Landscape Certification Program Merita Knapp and Kim Conrow 

The Native Landscape Certifi-
cation Program Level One 
(NLCP-L1) sold-out class held 
on May 14 was a great suc-
cess! It had the advantage of 
being held at the same time 
that BRIT had a Prairie 
Day. Students got the added 
pleasure of yummy Truck 
food and bonus educational 
experiences on their lunch 
break. Our chapter had a 
booth at the BRIT event that 
Dawn Hancock worked.  
 The NLCP-L1 class had 
students ranging from pro-
fessionals in the field to “new 
to natives” gardeners. The 

class information was diverse 
enough to offer fresh knowl-
edge and challenge for 
all. There is a lot covered in 
this class, including: the 
value of natives as landscap-
ing plants and of preserving 
existing habitats, differences 
in sustainable and conven-
tional developments, basic 
soil types and the vegetation 
they support in the North 
Central Texas area, forty-five 
recommended plants, five  
invasives to avoid, and an a 
two hour outdoor walk to see 
the plants in the Botanic 
Garden setting. 

 Suzanne Tuttle, the cur-
rent manager of the Nature 
Center at the Fort Worth  
Nature Center and Refuge, 
and Sandy Fountain, a long-

term member of our NPSOT 
chapter and of the Cross 
Timbers Master Naturalist 
chapter were the instruc-
tors. Laura Penn arranged 
for WhitleyPenn  to donate 
printing of all the handouts 
and it was her idea to do the 
memberships and book sales. 
Woo Hoo! Patti Maness sold 
one family and five individual 
memberships!  

 Other volunteers included: 
Ann Knudsen, (plant sorter, 
labeler and demonstrator), 
Hester Schwarzer (regis-
tration and check in with 
Patti), Kim Conrow (food), 
Merita Knapp (awesome  
organizer!), Molly Hollar 
(adjunct instructor and stu-
dent), Sheryl Farrell (plant 
sorter and labeler and dem-
onstrator), Starr Krottinger 
(tidy leader and organizer), 
and Theresa Thomas 
(organizer). Actually, every-
one seemed to wear several 
hats to keep the day running 
smoothly. Many volunteers 
brought samples of plants for 
classroom demonstration. 
 This class is a lot of work 
for both volunteers and stu-
dents, but the payoff is well 
worth the effort. Our chapter 
mission is well served by 
these Native Landscape Cer-
tification Program classes.  
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The Monarchs Grace Us with Their Presence Josephine Keeney 

The spring of 2016 has been 
notorious because of the  
absence of Monarch butter-
flies. But about April 10 a 
few females must have had 
the same idea and decided to 
have an egg laying party at 
the home of Barbara Fleisch-
man. She has a large Mexi-
can milkweed shrub and they 
laid so many eggs on it that 
it was covered with caterpil-
lars. Barbara was worried 
that there would not be 
enough food for them, so she 
sent an SOS through Jan 
Miller for help. 
 I responded and called 
Barbara to tell her that we 
could help. Frank and I went 
to her home and collected 36 
beautiful caterpillars on April 
16.  We left some on her 
milkweed to grow and take 
care of themselves and later 
pupate. 
 The ones I took were 
raised in two clear plastic 
shoe boxes topped with net-

ting. They were fed leaves 
from our milkweed vines 
three times a day. They grew 
very fast, were healthy, and 
started to pupate about a 
week later. 
 Three of them died in their 
attempt to pupate, but the 
rest pupated successfully 
and made gorgeous chrysa-
lises. Two of the chrysalises 
turned very dark black and 
never did come out, so we 
assume they died in their  
attempt to eclose. All the 
other 31 eclosed just fine and 
were beautiful butterflies. 

 The chrysalises were dis-
played at the Fielder House 
Plant Festival where everyone 
marveled at their beauty. 
Some people had never seen 
a Monarch chrysalis and 
they were amazed at this 
miracles of nature. 
 The butterflies were  
released in our home garden 
and at the Fielder House 
Butterfly garden, where they 
went off happily to drink nec-
tar and propagate. 
    Hopefully we have helped 
them increase their numbers 
by raising them away from 
the dangers of predators at 
their most vulnerable stage. 

Barbara and James Fleischman 

Barbara Fleischman  
and Josephine Keeney 

Julia Burgen at Fielder  House 
Plant Festival 



  

 

c The Spiderwort Martha Mullens 
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May’s Fascinating Speaker Kim Conrow 

Randy Johnson was a spell-
binding speaker at our May 
meeting. It was an hour and 
a half into his talk before I 
got a tap on my shoulder. 
Time to send the wrap up 
signal. I didn’t want him to 
stop talking! Here are just a 
few points from his 
“Managing for Monarchs” 
talk.  
• Plant many milkweeds in 

close proximity so the cat-
erpillars can have ample 
food to eat and not far to 
go if they exhaust one 
source. 

• If you have tropical milk-
weed cut it to the ground 
on October 1st to help 
prevent O.E., an obligate, 
protozoan parasite that 
infects monarch and 
queen butterflies. 

• Plant nectar plants in 
large drifts as well, but be 

sure to have diversity.  
  Diversity brings balance.  
• Nectar plants in the fall 

are as important as milk-
weeds and nectar in the 
spring. Asters are a great 
source of nectar.   

• A caterpillar’s heart sur-
vives metamorphosis! 

• To lessen the number of 
aphids spray a extremely 
dilute solution of water 
and Ivory soap. Do this in 
the evening. Let it sit for 
ten minutes and rinse.  

• In your garden try to 
mimic nature. This will be 
different for different  

  areas.  
• Native insects co-evolved 

with native plants. The 
leaf chemistry is impor-
tant to the life cycle of 
many insects. Forty per-
cent of insects eat leaves. 

Don’t stress if your leaves 
are getting eaten. Ten 
percent of insects pierce 
and suck.  

•  Only thirty percent of 
pollination is done by 
European bees. Ants,  

  native bees, moths, but-  
  terflies and humming-    
  birds are also important       
  pollinators.  
That is just a bit of the infor-
mation we got from this  
entertaining and informative 
man. Randy has other topics 
up his sleeve and we hope to 
have him back sometime 
next year.    
 Google “Asclepias propa-
gating practices by Randy 
Johnson” for a PDF on how 
he grows milkweed. Randy 
has an organic landscaping 
business and his contact  
information is in this PDF.  

The flowers of the spiderwort, Tradescantia 
sp., whether the prairie or Ohio form, are a 
gorgeous purple. The depth of color, 
whether more blue or pink, is determined 
by the acidity or alkalinity of the soil. 
 Although each flower only lasts one day, 
since they occur in clusters there is still 
plenty of color from March to May or June. 
Spiderwort is easily grown from seeds, 
which it produces abundantly, but it is not 
aggressive. 
 It needs very little care and is drought 
resistant. Because it can grow 2-3 feet tall, 
it should be placed behind shorter plants in 
the flower bed. I really enjoy seeing this  
vibrant color when I go into my backyard 
early in the morning. 
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NICE! Summer Plant of the Season submitted by Patti Maness 

Red Yucca  
Hesperaloe parviflora 
Tough Texas summer  

favorite shrub 
 
Description: Red Yucca, 
Hesperaloe parviflora, has 
evergreen leaves that are 
thick, dark gray-green and 
sword-shaped, often with a 
graceful arch, with no dan-
gerous tips. The leaves have 
interesting thread-like peel-
ing leaf margins, adding to 
their attractiveness. The foli-
age reaches 2-3 feet tall and 
2-4 feet wide. Red Yucca, a 
Central and Western Texas 
native, is a favorite for Texas 
landscapes. In spite of its 
common name, Red Yucca is 
in the Agavaceae, making it 
an agave, not a yucca. In the 
wild, it is found in prairies, 
rocky slopes, and mesquite 
groves in Central Texas to 
the western side of the  
Edwards Plateau and in the 
Chihuahuan desert in Ari-
zona and northern Mexico. 
 
Flowers and Seeds: Red 
Yucca starts to send up 
flower spikes in mid-spring. 
A mature plant in full sun 
may sprout up to ten flower 
spikes that are usually 3-5 
feet tall but can reach over 7 
feet tall, making an impres-
sive display. Each flower 
spike will have scores of indi-
vidual tubular deep pink to 
coral to yellow flowers, about 
1 inch across. Red Yucca 
blooms on and off until Octo-
ber. After pollination, woody 
seed capsules 2 inches in  

diameter develop. Seeds may 
be collected from the pods 
after they dry out and split 
open. 
 
Planting sites: Red Yucca 
thrives in full sun and toler-
ates partial shade. It toler-
ates a range of soil pH and 
soil types, including poor soil. 
 

Watering Instructions: Red 
Yucca should be given sup-
plemental water at the time 
that it is first planted. After it 
is established, it is extremely 
drought tolerant, and does 
not need supplemental water. 
It does well in extreme xeric 

conditions. It will not tolerate 
“wet feet” — it must have 
adequate drainage. 
 
Comments: Red Yucca is an 
outstanding choice for xeric, 
low-maintenance landscap-
ing, needing no supplemental 
water and almost no atten-
tion in North Texas. Care  
involves a once-yearly prun-
ing of spent flower stalks in 
late winter or early spring. 
Red Yucca is extremely heat 
tolerant and also cold-hardy. 
It is easy to propagate from 
seed. Its flowers attract hum-
mingbirds, butterflies, bees 
and night-pollinating moths. 
Deer will eat the flowers, but 
not the foliage. Red Yucca is 
great in rock gardens. 
Planted en masse, Red Yucca 
makes quite a statement,  
especially when it is in bloom. 
Companion plants include 
Mexican Feathergrass, 
Lance-leaf Coreopsis, Wine-
cup, Autumn Sage and true 
yuccas. In addition to normal 
Red Yucca, there is also a 
variety with butter-yellow 
flowers and a dwarf variety 
with crimson flowers starting 
to enter the garden market. 
 
Look for the NICE! Plant of 
the Season signs and infor-
mation sheets on your next 
visit to a participating North 
Texas nursery. Thank you for 
using native plants in your 
landscapes. 
 
By Dr Becca Dickstein 
 
 

Photos courtesy of Becca Dick-
stein (left, top right) and Lon 
Turnbull  (bottom right). 
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Gailon Spreads the Word Patti Maness 

Gailon Hardin gave an inspir-
ing informative presentation 
titled "Sustainable Native 
Landscaping" to our Neigh- 
bor Association on April 30. I 
recommend this presentation 
to anyone looking to encour-
age your neighbors to jump 
on the native plant band-
wagon. 

Photo Phile Kim Conrow 

Clockwise from upper left: 
Hungry Mockingbird nes-
tlings, Pink evening primrose, 
Indian paintbrush, Purple 
coneflowers, Common evening 
primrose.  
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Plant Sale: A Last Look Kim Conrow 



  

 

 

Next Meeting 
 

Thursday, June 2  
7:00 pm 

Fort Worth  
Botanic Gardens 

 
 

The Blackland  
Prairie  

Across Time 
George Diggs 

Join the Native Plant Society of Texas! 
 
Become a member of the Native Plant Society of Texas. Membership is open 
to any individual, family, or organization. Membership is renewable annually 
and extends for a year from the date we receive your original payment. If you 
wish to join, please indicate your category of membership, then clip and mail 
this application with the appropriate remittance to: 
 

Native Plant Society of Texas 
PO Box 3017, Fredricksburg, TX 78624 

  
___ Student  $25  ___ Family (2 or more) $50 
___ Senior (65+) $25  ___ Patron   $100 
___ Limited Income $25  ___ Benefactor   $250 
___ Individual  $35  ___ Supporting  $500 
      ___ Lifetime   $1200 
 
Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: ______________________________________________________ 

County: ______________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________________________________________________ 

Chapter Affiliation: ___________________________________________________ 

E-mail: _______________________________________________________________  

North Central Chapter 

 

Visit us on the Web 
at 

www.txnativeplants.org 

The North Central Texas 
NPSOT News 

 

is a monthly publication of 
the North Central Chapter  
of the Native Plant Society  
of Texas. 
 
For changes of address or  
information about contribut-
ing to the newsletter, please 
contact the newsletter editor. 
 
The deadline for submitting 
articles for inclusion in the 
newsletter is the 15th of every 
preceding month. 
 
John Darling, Editor 
newseditor@txnativeplants.org 
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The purpose of the Native Plant Society of Texas is to 
promote the conservation, research, and utilization of 
the native plants and plant habitats of Texas through 

education, outreach, and example. 


