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Making Headway in Fort Worth: Managing Public Land for its Natural Value 
June Program By: Rob Denkhaus

Synopsis:  Fort Worth is one of the fastest growing major cities in 
the country and while the city’s conservation ethic may have been 
lagging behind other more progressive communities, the City of 
Fort Worth has been striving to make up for lost time.  Much 
of this progress can be directly linked to the Fort Worth Nature 
Center & Refuge but an environmental ethic has been permeat-
ing the Park and Recreation Department and making inroads in 
other City departments in recent years as decision makers realize 
that citizen needs include exposure to the natural values of north 
Texas.

Biography:  Rob Denkhaus is currently the manager of the Fort 
Worth Nature Center & Refuge where he has spent the past 20 
years as an educator and land manager.  Rob holds a BS degree in 
Wildlife Biology and Management from the University of Wis-
consin-Stevens Point and prior to coming to Fort Worth, worked 
in various environmental education and zoological facilities in 
Wisconsin, Indiana, Ohio, and Tennessee.  Rob is also an adjunct 
professor of Environmental Science at TCU as well as Director of 
the Teaming With Wildlife: True To Texas Coalition and Chair 
of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department’s Wildlife Diversity 
Advisory Committee.

Texas Chapter of the Year  

June Meeting
Thursday, June 1, 2017, 

6:30 pm
Rose Room

Deborah Briggs Moncrief 
Garden Center

Fort Worth Botanic Garden
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Membership Chair —  Patti Maness
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Plant Sale Coordinator — 
 Josephine Keeney
Education Chair —Theresa Thomas
Ways & Means — Josephine Keeney
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News Flash
********************

The Plant Sale 
was a great success. 

 
Thanks to plant contributors 
co-ordinators, members and 
volunteers who helped make 

this possible. See p.21
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The President’s Corner      Kim Conrow
A weird thing happened last month. I put up a photo of my front meadow on probably four or so Facebook pages and it 
received well over 400 combined likes! That response made me wonder, was it because people like the validation that it’s ok 
to put a meadow in your front yard? 

According to the National Wildlife Federation (NWF) May is “Garden for Wildlife Month”. Certifying home gardens is a 
fun way to support organizations that are helping the environment, to show others that you know what you are doing in 
your landscaping, and to open a conversation about what is required to be certified.  

My home was certified years ago by Texas Parks and Wildlife (TPWD) but the sign has “backyard” in it so I never put it up. 
My native garden is in my front yard. To my sadness I can’t find my sign now. TPWD requires the three basics: food, shelter 
and water with at least 50% of the plants being native.  https://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/wildlife_diversity/wildscapes/
wildscape_certification.phtml 

The NWF also has a certification program. Your garden can be Certified Wildlife Habitat®.  They require food, water, cover, 
places to raise young, and following sustainability practices. http://www.nwf.org/Garden-For-Wildlife/Certify.aspx

One other certification program is the Audubon Society “Hummingbird Garden Certification”.

Monarch Watch has a a certification for being a Monarch Waystation. Now this is the creme of the crop certification to 
have these days! You must have a certain number of milkweeds, spring nectar plants and fall nectar plants. There are size, 
sun exposure, shelter, and management recommendations too. http://www.monarchwatch.org/waystations/certify.html   
The Lady Bird Johnson Wildlife Center has recently written a short article on the best choices of plants for our Texas corri-
dor.  http://www.wildflower.org/learn/power-the-migration

My garden has all three certifications. How many of our members have their gardens certified? Please let me know if you 
have certified your garden:  president@txnativeplants.org

My front yard meadow. I’m pointing at an Asclepias asperula, common name “antelope horn milk-
weed”.  Hope the Monarchs can find it. Mother Nature and I are planting more and more milkweed 
every year. I promised my neighbors I’ll mow in late June. That seems to make them happy. Photo 
taken 22-April-2017, Earth Day, by Ray Conrow,  Southern Tarrant County, Limestone based soil, 
Fort Worth Prairie ecosystem. Most prominent flowers are Thelesperma trifidum,  common name 
“greenthread”.
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Clammyweed, Flower of the Month.
by Josephine Keeney

Clammyweed, Spider Flower, Polanisia dodecandra
Capparaceae  (Caper Family)

This lovely native plant has been ignored for a very 
long time but it should be brought to the top of the  
list of desirable plants.

One of its most important attributes is the fact that 
it is extremely heat and drought resistant, qualities 
that make it a jewel in these days of water conscious 
gardening.

This is the one and only non-woody blooming plant 
besides Ruellia nudiflora that did not wilt in our  
garden, even when Lantana and many others  
considered to be very tough got a very bad case of  
the droops.  

The lovely flowers bloom from May to October and are a magnet for bees and butterflies.
It is also larval food for the Cabbage White butterfly.

It is an annual but makes tons of seed and self seeds abundantly reaching a height of about 3feet.

I really love this plant.

Flower Seeds
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Minutes of the Regular Meeting
Native Plant Society of Texas  -  North Central Chapter,   May 4, 2017

Reported by Karen Harden

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY OF TEXAS – NORTH CENTRAL CHAPTER
May 4, 2017
Fort Worth Botanical Garden Deborah Beggs-Moncrief Center

Due to the absence of the Chapter president, Vice-President Ray Conrow stood in and called the meeting to order at 6:39 
P.M.  Ray introduced himself, explained the raffle tickets, and called on members to be sure to view the upcoming events 
on the blue board. Visitors to the meeting were James Blasé, Larry Beauda, Sheri Bratten, Merle Feldman, David Feldman, 
Mary Kay Hughes, Andrew Keeble, and Juliana Perez.  Gailon handed out raffle tickets to the visitors who did not have one.
Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous regular meeting were accepted without corrections.

Treasurer Gailon Hardin reported a bank balance of $12,040.63 ending April 28, 2017.  Gailon presented a list of plants that 
would be available at the sell.  On one side the plants were listed in alphabetical order with the number of plants available, 
on the other side plants were listed by quantity available.

Program Vice President announced June’s program will be “Making Headway in Fort Worth: Managing Public Land for its 
Natural Value” presented by Rob Denkhaus.

Committee Reports:

Dawn Hancock, Events Chairperson, announced the event season was winding down for 2017. With two remaining 
events to go, she needs volunteers for Buffalo Boogie on May 13th and the Home and Garden Show, May 19-21.  The Home 
and Garden Show is a big event and several volunteers are needed.  Approximately 800 people came thru the booth last 
year.  Volunteers can get into the Home and Garden Show for free and their parking will be paid for by the Chapter.  Sign-
in sheets were available for members wishing to help during either event. “

Eric Johnson, Field Trip Chairperson, spoke on the upcoming field trip to Clark Haven Farm on May 14th.  The Farm is 
located between Gainseville and Whitesboro off Hwy. 82.  Transportation will be on your own or members can car pool.  
Members are to meet at the BRIT parking lot at noon.  Bring snacks and water with you.  Eric will follow-up with more 
information through the Chapter website.

Merita Knapp, NLCP Classes Coordinator, announced the next NLCP course on May 27, 2017 is almost full, there are 9 
spots left.  She reminded members there is a prerequisite for this course.  Level 1 course must be completed before taking 
the Level 3 course on May 27th.  Sign up is on the Native Plant Society State website.  Volunteers are needed to host a suc-
cessful program.  If you are interested, please contact Merita. 

Josephine Keeney, Plant Sale Chairperson, thanked all who said they would volunteer to help during the upcoming plant 
sale.  She announced growers have provided around 1800 plants!  The Chapter’s plant sale will be set up at the Elm Grove 
Pavillion at River Legacy in Arlington.  Frank Keeney sent out an eblast  to over 1400 people reminding them of the plant 
sale.  Vicki Gleason did a great job setting up advertising thru several media outlets.  Josephine is looking forward to a very 
successful plant sale.

Gailon Hardin, Chairperson for the Southwest Sub-Courthouse Demo Garden, announced a workday is scheduled for 
May 13th.  She will hand out Bluebonnet seeds to all who show up to help spruce up the gardens.

             <cont on p.6>
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Minutes of the Regular Meeting     
Native Plant Society of Texas  -  North Central Chapter,   May 4, 2017

Reported by Karen Harden

<cont from p.5>

Troy Mullens, Newsletter Editor, introduced John Darling, who recently retired after contributing 14 years and 3 months 
of service as the Chapter’s Newsletter Editor.  John produced 157 issues and in his honor was presented with a gift card to 
Weston Gardens in the amount of $157, a flash drive with all 157 issues, copies of his first and last newsletter; February 
2003 and April 2017, a lantana plant, an assortment of cheeses and a bottle of coke; all in a very nice wicker basket.  A card 
was available  for members to sign throughout the meeting.

Troy reminded members to submit their articles for the next newsletter.  It’s never too early to send them in. 

Andrew Keeble, Community Volunteer Coordinator for the city of White Settlement Parks Department, addressed 
the members.  He thanked Merita Knapp, Theresa Francis, and Sandy Fountain for their guidance in helping to establish 
a Monarch Way Station in White Settlement.  He is in need of a few volunteers to help him keep the Way Station going.  A 
sign-up sheet was available for members to volunteer if they were interested.

Patti Maness, Membership Chairperson, reported there were 55 members and 7 visitors in attendance.  One new member 
joined tonight, welcome Rita Baker.

Dave West, Hospitality Chairperson, thanked the members who brought snacks for the meeting.  “                      “

Unfinished Business :

Forest Park Pool Monarch Way Station – Dedication ceremony is Saturday, May 20 from 11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  Ray 
encouraged members to attend.  Scheduled tentative dignitaries are Mayor Betsy Price, Fort Worth Council members and 
City Commissioners.  We are hoping to have media outlets there to cover the dedications. 

Stella Rowan Prairie - The Tarrant County Resource Connections has a new Director, Ms. Jamie Willis.  She is willing to 
look into restricting mowing to help preserve the Prairie.  The Chapter looks forward to working with Ms. Willis and the 
Native Prairie Association of Texas (NPAT) on bringing back the Prairie.

City Nature Challenge – Laura Penn reported the City Nature Challenge was a huge success. There were over 24,000 ob-
servations recorded in the North Central Texas area. DFW won the overall State Challenge.  There were twenty Chapter 
members that participated.  Out of the twenty, 10 signed-up for the Chapter Challenge.  Together they sent in a total of 
2500 observations to iNaturalist!  Jeff Quayle won the Chapter Challenge with 365 observations and received a gift card in 
the amount of $25 to Redentas.

New Business: No new business

Announcements: No announcements

Adjournment: Vice President Ray Conrow adjourned the meeting at 7:14 p.m.

“The evening’s program, “Hungry for Habitat: Birds need plants but how do natives fit in?” was presented by John Darling
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“Hungry for Habitat: Birds need plants, but how do natives fit in?” 
May Program by John Darling

Reported   by Ray Conrow

The speaker at our May 4 general meeting was John Darling, UTA Campus Master Composter, Research Muse-
um creator, Natural History instructor and Past President of the Arlington Conservation Council.  His talk was 
titled “Hungry for Habitat: Birds need plants, but how do natives fit in?”

The theme was that birds must be flexible and adaptable in meeting their basic survival needs of feeding, drink-
ing, nesting and shelter.  Examples were given of birds with their favorite plants: Clark’s nutcracker and pines, 
acorn woodpecker and oaks, the pińon jay and the pińon tree, and the tropical masked tityra and the deciduous 
shrub Casearia corymbosa, known as “comida de loro” or food of the parrot.  If the favorite plant is threatened 
or disappears, the bird must adapt to a different one or face extinction.  Some bird species are observed to be 
more particular or “picky” than others, and this can be quantified into the familiar bell-shaped curve.

In the near future, pressure to adapt and diversify will continue and increase. It’s estimated that by 2050, 70% 
of the US population will live in metropolitan areas and this will have a marked effect on bird habitat.  Already, 
rooftop nesting accounts for 83% of all nests of the least tern in Florida.  The overall change in vegetation will 
be from mostly native to mostly non-native species.  This contrasts with the principle that the most complex 
combinations of plant structure and diversity are to be found in undisturbed ecosystems.  Thus, as advocates for 
native plants, we have our work cut out for us! 
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John Darling Service Award
by Ray Conrow

A picture of John Darling and Ray Conrow taken at the NPSOT May general meeting. John was 
recognized for his 14 years of service as the newsletter editor. John was presented with a gift card 
to Weston Gardens in the amount of $157, a flash drive with all 157 issues, copies of his first and 
last newsletter; February 2003 and April 2017, a lantana plant, an assortment of cheeses and a 
bottle of coke; all in a very nice wicker basket.

John Darling recognized for Service  ~  © 2017 Patti Maness

Special Note to Members:
At our June, August, September and October meetings from 6:00 to 6:30 the  
Chapter of the Year Quilt will be set up as a backdrop for Member photos.
 

These will be used in our members only website section as a photo directory.  
Couples can pose together, friends can too! You will receive an email copy of 
your photo for your own use.
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Native Plant Rescue
by Laura Penn

So, what do you do when you are taking your normal drive to / from work and all of a sudden you 
notice that the beautiful prairie that was there yesterday is now gone and a construction site is there 
instead?  Well, if you are like member Nikki Ordonez, you don’t just throw up your hands and say “oh, 
well, that’s progress”.  No, if you are Nikki Ordonez, you stop and take photos of what is there, espe-
cially the wildflowers that are still in bloom, before it is literally ALL gone!  Then, Nikki turned to her 
friends on Facebook for support.  That’s when it happened…friends responded with their suggestions 
“Let’s do some seed collecting”, “Try to find out who owns or manages the property”, “Let’s do a plant 
rescue!”  That was enough to inspire Nikki to not let this prairie go without doing something more.  So 
she stopped and talked to workers on the site, made return visits to try to talk with the person in charge, 
followed up on leads, and eventually, she did get permission for a plant rescue.  It took almost 3 weeks 
to get it done, but she was persistent and succeeded!  So the day for the native plant rescue was set up, 
but because of only giving a few days advance notice to North Central chapter members, and knowing 
that there were already lots of volunteer activities going on that Saturday in May, would more than just 
2 or 3 people show up?  Absolutely!  On, Saturday May 13, 2017, 20 volunteers arrived with pots, shov-
els, jugs of water for plants, and bottled water for people, ready to dig up some of those native plants 
to save them from the almost certain death to come by means of the construction lot grader.  In total, 
these hardy 20 people saved 166 plants in about 2 hours, despite the fact that the ground was very rocky 
and extremely dry from having not received meaningful rain in the last few weeks.  A special shout out 
of thanks goes to Cesar Ordonez for generously helping, not only his wife, Nikki, dig the plants they 
wanted, but also helping many other folks dig through the hard, dry soil so they could get just one more 
special plant they wanted.  And many of these people want to go back for more!  Some of the plants 
saved include:  prairie verbena, gaura, greenthread, prairie bluets, Indian blanket, winecups, calylophus, 
krameria, Penstemon cobaea, antelope horns milkweed, milkweed vine, Texas bindweed, Engelmann’s 
daisy, wavy leaf thistle, plantain, two-leaf senna, sensitive plant, gayfeather, Texas vervain, Indian paint-
brush, rabbit tobacco, buffalo grass, and Texas grama grass.   All of you are GREAT:  Vicki Brady, David 
Craig, Karen & Chris Harden, Bill Hopkins, Ann Knudsen, Mar Lopez, Mary Muller, Christina & Clark 
Osterlund; Nikki, Cesar and Cheyenne Ordonez; Crystal Pariseau, Laura Penn, Lucas Price, Shannon 
Rockett, Wes Webb, Becky Williams, & Roy Rise!  You all did an AWESOME thing!  Yes, you got to take 
home native prairie plants – many that you cannot find, even in some of the best native plant nurseries.  
But more importantly, you saved LOCAL native plants, the plants that are really native to OUR home, 
the Fort Worth Prairie.  By saving these local ecotypes of native plant specimens, you help our local 
ecosystem stay intact, allowing the ecosystems to function, supporting all forms of life, including us hu-
mans.  Thank you all, so very much!  And especially, a big THANK YOU to Nikki!  Nikki, you made this 
happen, and for that, we are inspired and grateful!  Next time y'all see Nikki at a meeting or event, give 
her a pat on the back.  She deserves it.

           <Photos on p. 10, next>
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Native Plant Rescue by Laura Penn   < cont. from p. 9>
Photos by Roy Rice

Native Plant Rescue Sign In, 2017 May 13

Native Plant Rescue In Progress, 2017 May 13
digging milkweed, 2017 May 13
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Blooming in My Garden, May 2017
by Martha Mullens,  Photos by Troy Mullens

This May has been very warm and with not as much rain as April, fewer flowers are blooming. 
However, there are a few pretty ones.

One of my favorites is the bubble-gum pink Rock Rose, also known as Rose Mallow and Rose Pavonia (Pavonia 
lasiopetala) shown below. Its velvety, ovate green leaves compliment the color of the flower and frame the solitary 
blooms beautifully. It is very hardy and will bloom all summer and into autumn with little watering.  

Yarrow or Milfoil (Achillea millefolium) is an attractive, delicate 
looking plant very different from the pink mallow. Numerous white 
flower heads form an umbel, and the feathery leaves give it a fern-
like appearance. Usually the mature plants start blooming in March 
and continue through June. Mine (peeking through the dayflower 
leaves) is a ‘baby’ planted bare root in April so it is surprising that it 
is blooming already.
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NICE! - Blackfoot Daisy
Rozanna Francis

Blackfoot Daisy, Melampodium leucanthum: 
White-flowering perennial for sun 

Description: Blackfoot Daisy, Melampodium leucanthum, 
also called Plains Blackfoot Daisy, is a tough, drought-toler-
ant Texas native that can thrive in hot places. It grows 6 to 
12 inches tall and up to two feet wide, with a bushy, mound-
ed form. Its inch-long leaves are dark green with a tinge of 
gray. Its foliage may remain during a mild winter and may 
be cut back during this time to keep the plant compact. 
Blackfoot Daisy may be short-lived, but self-sows, with its 
progeny taking the place of the original plant.

Flowers and Seeds: Blackfoot Daisy’s flowers appear as 
early as March in North Texas and continue in the summer 
and autumn. The one-inch blooms have 8-10 white petals 
with distinctive notches at their tips surrounding yellow 
centers. Blackfoot Daisy’s flowers cover the plant in flower-
ing season and have a honey-like scent. Its seeds are small 
and may be collected after flowering.

Planting sites: Blackfoot Daisy should be planted in sun to part shade and must have well-drained soil. It 
thrives in poor soil – improved soil and abundant moisture may shorten its lifespan. It would be better to “im-
prove” the soil with crushed rocks in raised beds. Its stems are breakable, so it should not be planted where it 
may be subject to frequent foot traffic.

Watering Instructions: During long dry spells, Blackfoot Daisy may appreciate supplemental water, but it is 
not needed. Like many other native Texas plants, it will not tolerate “wet feet” and may rot over a wet winter.

Comments: Blackfoot Daisy is ideal for sunny rock gardens, borders, can be grown in containers and is a per-
fect species for xeriscaping. Its flowers closely resemble those of West Texas and desert southwest native Desert 
Zinnia, Zinnia acerosa, but Desert Zinnia’s flowers have fewer, broader petals than those of Blackfoot Daisy. 
Blackfoot Daisy’s nectar attracts bees and butterflies and birds eat its seeds. It is said to be deer-resistant. Con-
sider using Blackfoot Daisy instead of non-native Petunia, Begonia, or Periwinkle. Good companion plants for 
Blackfoot Daisy include other xeric species, especially those with shapes that complement the rounded form of 
Blackfoot Daisy. These include Zexmenia (Wedelia texana), Mealy Blue Sage (Salvia farinacea), milkweeds like 
Antelope Horn (Asclepias asperula), Gayfeather (Liatris mucronata), Sundrops (Calylophus berlandieri), Four-
nerve Daisy (Tetraneuris scaposa) or grasses like Little Bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium). 

Look for the NICE! Plant of the Season signs and information sheets on your next visit to a participating North 
Texas nursery. Thank you for using native plants in your landscapes. 

Blackfoot Daisy, Photo courtesy of Kathy Saucier
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Field Trip May 14, Clark Haven Farm
by Martha Mullens, Photographs by Martha Mullens

If you did not go on this field trip, then you missed seeing 
a lot of pretty wildflowers, some good fellowship, get-
ting to pick blackberries and eat them, and the gracious 
hospitality from Carol and her husband. Although the 
temperature was near 90, people were in high spirits and 
anxious to see the wildflowers, and hear all about them 
from Carol. She is so knowledgeable and eager to share 
with everyone. Even some of us more experienced peo-
ple learned some things. After the walk, we all sat in the 
shade, enjoyed about ½ hour of fellowship, and drank 
cold water provided by our hosts.

The attendees consisted of various age groups from 
teenagers to seniors. I believe everyone enjoyed it. I over- 
heard Dawn tell Carol that this was the best Mother’s Day 
she had had in several years.

Attendees were: Gailon Hardin, Dawn Hancock, Mi-
chael & Rosanna Francis, Troy & Martha Mullens; Laura 
Penn, Ray Sherrell, Wesley Webb, Karen Harden; Jim, 
Barbara & Edward Fleischmann; Dave West, his wife, 
son & daughter; Sheri Braxton, Eric Johnson. A neighbor 
(Leslie) also showed up and passed out samples of lemon 
verbena.

Snapshots were taken (included). I apologize for any that 
are not flattering. I realize most photos were from be-
hind, but I couldn’t seem to get in front.

At the barn

I see Milkweed

Carol explains various milkweeds
Troy can’t stay on the Path

Troy and Carol discuss insects

<cont on P. 14 Next>
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Field Trip May 14, Clark Haven Farm
by Martha Mullens, Photograph by Troy Mullens

 <cont from p. 13>

Reviews of the Clark Haven Trip follows.

Carol was a passionate and knowledgable field 
guide. And obviously a wonderful land steward 
protecting native plant habitats.  It was wonderful 
to see so many milkweed plants spread through-
out her property!   Laura Penn

Much more fun than brunch at The Modern. I 
love my son....but, what can I say, a walk on a 
prairie is so much more fun and I get to talk to 
people who love plants.   Dawn Hancock

Glad I did not miss this field trip because my husband and I rarely get to stroll through a prairie. 
Even more rare is to have a knowledgeable guide to enhance that experience.  I am very grateful 
to Carol and her husband Richard for their hospitality.   Rozanna Francis

Great place, Great walk.   Gailon Hardin

Richard and Carol Clark were gracious hosts.  They were informative about their land, including 
not only it’s history, but which plants and trees grow on it.  I really enjoyed the social time after-
wards chatting with other members sitting in the metal barn in the shade cooled by a nice breeze 
(after our hot walk). -Sheri Fenter Braxton

Considerable effort was put into organizing this trip. I drew up a map of the local roads, had 
copies made, and then drove up earlier in the week so I could be certain the map was accurate, 
and confirm the route.  Sunday was warm & sunny, & the meet-up was on time. The tour of the 
prairie was wonderful, and Carol Clark provided a lively and thorough description of 50 or so 
plants that we found growing along the mowed path. The flowers were subdued, due to lack of 
rain this spring in that part of Texas.  After the walking tour, we sat in the shade and chatted for 
half an hour before the drive back. Next time, I will try to find prairie tours that are a bit closer 
to home.  But I was glad to have met Carol Clark, and her husband, Richard.
Eric Johnson

We had a great time and good company and saw some great wildflowers and didn’t get any chig-
gers and arrived home safely.   Troy Mullens    
           <cont. P.15 next>

Possible Indian Marker Tree
Waiting for review
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Field Trip May 14, Clark Haven Farm
by Martha Mullens, Photographs by Troy Mullens

Wild flower photos of the Trip
to the Clark Haven Farm

<cont p. 16 next>

Pincushion daisy
(Perfect? No missing ray flowers)

Paint brush
(Unusual color)

Goats Rue black bugs in barbaras buttons
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Field Trip May 14, Clark Haven Farm
Milkweed by Carol Clark, Photographs by Carol Clark

Asclepias stenophylla is one of the least seen milkweeds 
in Texas. It may be more common than believed, but 
is a fairly effective grass mimic when not blooming, 
so is hard to spot in a prairie setting. Its leaves may be 
opposite or alternate, but not whorled. Its leaves are 
stiffer, shorter and  straighter compared to a similar 
milkweed, Engelmann’s Milkweed (Asclepias engel-
manniana). Asclepias stenophylla, Slim-leafed Milk-
weed (Careful! That common name applies to other 
milkweed species too.), grows about two feet tall, but 
its main stem is only about a quarter inch wide with 
sparse linear leaves that are also about a quarter inch 
wide or less. Flowers clusters occur up and down the 
stem at the nodes, and amazingly, this inconspicuous 
little bloomer has a strong scent like that of blooming 
Privets. sometimes you can smell them even before 
you can see them. Jason Singhurst of Texas Parks 
and Wildlife has asked that people please report this 
species if they see it. It is a favorite host plant for the 
Unexpected Cycnia Moth caterpillars. Monitoring a 
population year after year is challenging. Many years 
they do not set seed before dry conditions set in. Some 
years they are present and doing fine and then sudden-
ly gone--probably due to caterpillar feeding activity. 
Some years they seem to be completely absent from 
their usual place, only to reappear in later years.

Asclepias verticillata, Whorled Milkweed,  tends to 
grow in clonal colonies in good conditions, but is also 
often found as single plants. It grows in both black 
clay and red sandy soils. The leaves are arranged in 
whorls of three or more leaves attached at a node (some 
nodes may have just two) . Its flowers are much tinier 
than those of the eye-catching Green Milkweed, and 
whole plants in full flower can still be hard to spot 
nestled  among prairie forbs and grasses, but the insects 
who delight in their nectar find them just fine. It’s 
not unusual to move in for a close look, and find tiny 
butterflies, beetles, wasps, native bees and and moths 
all nectaring at the flowers together, with artful crab 
spiders hanging out waiting to nab the unwary. Larger 
butterflies like the Variegated Fritillary will sometimes 
fight for space on the flower clusters. Just as the leaves 
are slimmer than the “ordinary” milkweeds we’re more 
familiar with, the pods are too.

Asclepias stenophylla

Asclepias verticillata
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2017 Calendar

Activities for June, July, & August 2017

JUNE:

June 1 (Thursday)  NCNPSOT Meeting: Managing Public Land for Its (6:30 PM) 
    Natural Value  by Rob Denkaus

JUNE 3 (Saturday) 2nd Annual Texas Prairies Tour

June 10 (Saturday) Photographing Wildflowers      (1-3:00 PM)
    Fort Worth Nature Center

June 22 (Thursday) Kids on the Prairie  Tandy Hills

June 24 (Saturday) Forest Park Drive-in Movie Night

June 25 (Sunday)  Wildflower Walk Fort Worth Nature Center   (1-3:00 PM)

JULY

July 6 (Thursday)  No Meeting NCNPSOT (due to Concerts in the Park)

July 22 (Saturday)  Forest Park Dive-in Movie Night

AUGUST:

August 3 (Thursday) NPSOT Meeting: Bring Back the Monarchs   (6:30 PM) 
     by Cathy Downs

August 18-20 (Fri.-Sun.)  Fort Worth Home & Garden Show

More events will be announced in the July issue.
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Molly Hollar Award
w/ Patti Maness

New Member  ~  Betty Story 
by  Patti Maness

Molly Hollar Wildscape  was presented with an  Award of Excel-
lence at the May Tarrant County Master Gardener meeting.  Ann 

Knudsen is pictured here holding the award
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New Members
by  Patti Maness

Loretta Bailey
Celia Harris
Penny Sambell
Rita Baker
Andrew and Ginny Johnston
Michelle Scarbrough
Ann Coates Bloxham
Dianne Jones
Roni Scheibe
Deborah Brown
Sheila Kinsey
William and Holly Schur
David Burkel
Lynn Medlen
Sandy Simmons
Jennifer Chancellor

Marcela Miranda
Judith and Bob Sikora
Sarah Charter
Sandy Moore
Claudia Yeager Smith
Kate Colvin
Cindy Morgan
Marty Sohl
Calvin Crole
Tina Morrison
Betty Story
Lorie Granclair-Diaz
Gloria Munson
Ashley Stucki
Ed Eaton
Cynthia Novak

Cari Tiller
Nikki Ezell
Helen Plummer
Mary C. Thomas
Thomas Fairchild
Rebecca Quinn
Cheryl Tyrell
Ed Farrar
Gena Natho-Richerson
Donna Wilson
Diane Geiser
Shirley Ridgeway
Stacie Wilson
Oliver Gonzales
Debra Rosenthal
Vaness Wojtas

If you see them at an upcoming meeting, class or native plant walk, please take a few minutes to 
visit with them, help them feel part of the group, and of course share your love of native plants 
and native habitats!

A special thanks to Char McMorrow who volunteered with me working the NPSOT mem-
bership table at the Master Gardener Vendor Day meeting on May 4th.  Twelve new members 
signed up.
 

I also want to thank all those Plant Sale volunteers that promoted membership at the May 6 plant 
sale and guided the customers to the membership table.  Laura Penn, our past membership chair, 
was especially helpful promoting the benefits of joining. We signed up thirty three new mem-
bers.  
 

I am proud to announce that as of May 17, 2017, the total membership of the North Central 
Chapter is 229. If you have any questions or suggestions about your chapter membership, please 
contact me, Patti Maness at jim.maness@sbcglobal.net
          <cont p. 20>

Please help welcome the following 48 new members  
who joined the North Central Chapter in May.
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New Members & Membership <cont from p. 19>
by  Patti Maness

If you receive this newsletter and want to join as a paid member, please go to
http://www.txnativeplants.org/about/how-to-join/

We would love to have your support for our chapter! 
Annual Individual dues are $35, 
Family memberships are $50, 
Seniors, students and limited income dues are $25. 

Membership lasts for 12 months beginning in the month you join.
 
You have your choice of one of the following books as a new member:

Native Texas Plants Landscaping Region by Region by S. Wasowski & A. Wasowski
 or
Range Plants of North Central Texas by Ricky J. Linex
 
If you are a member and want to renew your membership, please go to:

http://www.txnativeplants.org/about/members/
 
Membership can mean so much more than just making a payment once a year.
You make the difference, not just in your own landscaping, but also in your community, by 
getting involved, expanding your knowledge and helping others! So remember to check out our 
events and activities that we post on Meetup.com for ways that you can get involved in the North 
Central chapter.
 
http://www.meetup.com/Native-Plants-Society-Ft-Worth-Arlington-Mid-Cities/
 
Our chapter grows because you, the members, talk about your interest in native plants with your 
friends, neighbors and co-workers. Please continue to invite them to a chapter meeting or event 
to help them learn about the beauty and benefits of native plants and native plant habitats.
 
Patti Maness
Membership Chair
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Plant Sale
by  Josephine Kinney

 What a fantastic sale we had!!
Everything worked like a well-oiled machine. Everyone did their part with smiles on their faces.  Granted we had 
to work very hard, but it was worth it. 

We had 19 plant providers who contributed 1,844 plants. Thank you my friends:
Suzanne Tuttle, Laura Penn, Martha Mullens, Patti Maness, Sandy Fountain, Merita Knapp, Theresa Thomas, 
Sheila Franklin, Debbie Stilson, Robert Faires,Ann Trenton, Alice Burkhart, Melinda Crudup, Zachary Chap-
man, Jim Lippert, Gailon Hardin and Josephine Keeney.
Sandy Fountain was in charge of the plant signs, including the new butterfly plant signs. Thank you Sandy.

The plants looked beautiful on the tables.  Customers just kept coming and purchasing plants like we were going 
to run out.  Some of them came prepared with marked-up copies of the plant Gallery or Flyer and knew what 
they were after.

All the helpers did their jobs beautifully. Gailon will tell us about the Sale helpers and other important things.

Thank you all very much, and let us do it again at the Fall Plant Sale.
Your Friends,
Gailon and Josephine.
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Hulen Library Workday 4/27/17
by  Theresa Thomas

Our first-seen caterpillar Special guest at the Hulen Library Workday. 
this friend met me at the garden this morning.

Beautiful Desert Willow in bloom

Char McMorrow, Robert Faires(MG) & Laurin 
McLauren(MG) working on a new bed

<cont p. 23 next>
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Upcoming Prairie Conference

Hulen Library Workday <cont. from p.22>

Nancy price helping with  
the milkweed vine

wine cups

Coneflowers



 June NPSOT News   North Central Texas Chapter    Page  24

Forest Park Pool, Monarch Waystation Dedication, May 20, 11:00-12:30

Monarch Way Station at Forest Park Pool  ~  Program Handout
Front and Back cover top,  and inside pages below

Monarch Waystation
at the Forest Park Pool
Dedication Ceremony

May 20, 2017

© 2017 Troy Mullens

Thanks
partners!

City of Fort Worth

MonarchWatch.org

National Wildlife Federation

Native Plant Society
of Texas

Boy Scouts of America – Troop 554 Crowley • Cross Timbers Master 
Naturalists • Fort Worth Pollinator Ambassadors • Greater Fort 

Worth Sierra Club • Master Gardeners of Tarrant County • Native 
Prairie Association of Texas – Fort Worth • Paschal High School Art 

Department • ROTC - Crowley High School •  Weston Gardens

 Special thanks to:

Mayor Betsy Price
for her Monarch Pledge

Alex Ritzhaupt
Sr. Recreation Programmer 

Aquatics/Youth Athletics City of 
Fort Worth

Cavan Crane
Visual Art Dept. Chair
 Paschal High School

Kim Conrow and Dawn 
Hancock, whose vision 

made it all possible. 

                  The North Central Chapter 
           of the Native Plant Society of Texas 
                  and the City of Fort Worth
                               present the
Forest Park Pool Monarch Waystation Dedication

MC – Ray Conrow: North Central Vice President

                             Speakers

1) Kim Conrow: North Central President,  Welcome                             
Project Development and the Role of Volunteers                                                 

2) Bill Hopkins: Past President of the State Native Plant Society  
Monarchs, Pledges, Waystations and the Role of the Society                        

3) Alex Ritzhaupt: Sr. Recreation Programmer Aquatics/Youth 
Athletics City of Fort Worth                                                     
Project Development from the City’s Perspective

4) Cavan Crane: Visual Art Department Chair, Paschal High       
School  Student’s Art Experience        

5) Dr. Theresa Mossige: Paschal Principal
6) Commissioner Roy Brooks office – Mr. Roderick Miles: 

Executive Administrator for Programs and Outreach, on behalf 
of Commissioner Brooks

7) Councilwoman Ann Zadeh
8) Mayor Betsy Price of the City of Fort Worth                                             

The Mayor has sent a statement to be read. 

Thank you to Vicki Gleason North Central Chapter Publicist and Graphic Designer and to 
Dave West and Dawn Hancock who also served on the Dedication Committee.  

Thanks to Troy Mullens for the use of his beautiful photograph of a Danaus  plexippus on a 
Echinacea  purpurea!

Order of Events

Speakers
Ribbon Cutting

Mr. Roderick Miles,
Councilwoman Ann Zadeh, 
Kim Conrow, Bill Hopkins

Monarch Habitat Sign Unveiling
Andy MacFarlane

Monarch Life Cycle Sign Unveiling 
Alex Ritzhaupt

Paschal Art Unveiling
Dr. Theresa Mossige, Cavan Crane

Refreshments
Courtesy NPSOT-NC
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Forest Park Pool, Monarch Waystation Dedication, 
May 20, 11:00-12:30

Mayors Remarks

Dear My Fellow Monarch Advocates 

Thank you so much for the kind invitation to join you this morning for the dedication ceremony for the Forest 
Park Pool Monarch Waystation. I’m sorry that I am unable to be with you during this celebratory occasion. I 
personally signed the Monarch pledge for the first time in 2015. Since then, I take the pledge annually. This year, 
I signed the pledge alongside the 6th graders at Trinity Valley School. I applaud the goal of the Monarch Pledge, 
to promote research, conservation and utilization of native plants and plant habitats of Texas through education, 
outreach and example. This program has set a great example for many individuals everywhere of what can be 
done when you set your mind to making a difference.  
 
Thank you all for your commitment to serve our great city!
 
Sincerely,
 
 

Kim Conrow’s Remarks  
President NorthCentral - NPSOT

Welcome!   It’s gratifying to see you all here today to help us celebrate and dedicate this garden - the Forest Park 
Pool Monarch Waystation. The patrons who swim here will walk through the garden on their way to the pool 
making this is a perfect setting  to educate the public about Monarchs and efforts to help them. 

One of our Presidents from the 20th Century said, “ When written in Chinese the word “crisis” is composed of 
two characters. One represents danger and the other represents opportunity.” John F. Kennedy was telling us that 
we can make a difference. We recognize in this crisis the danger of losing a species.  We have the opportunity, 
through applied environmental knowledge and strength of will, to protect the Monarchs and other pollinators so 
that they will be here long into the future.  
It was about ten months ago that my husband Ray and I first saw this pool.  We were guided here by Kim John-
son. Kim was a lifeguard at Tarrant County College South, and she told us about the renovated pool here, and 
the hours that would suit our schedule. In pursuit of health we landed here early last July. Frankly, I was un-
derwhelmed by the state of the landscaping at the entrance. And with my big mouth I expressed this dismay to 
the officer on duty. He agreed and said the Director, Alex Ritzhaupt, was here, and that I should speak to him. I 
introduced myself, to give my opinion some weight,  as the local Native Plant Society’s VP,  and told Alex what I 
thought.  Alex  agreed, the area around the monument/pillar needed help. And then he did what I thought was 
an amazing thing, he asked did I have any ideas about these other two areas?  Of course I did! Native plants to 
the rescue, and why not make it a Monarch Waystation?
           <Speech cont p.26 next>
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<cont from p.25>    Forest Park Pool, Monarch Waystation Dedication, 
May 20, 11:00-12:30

Kim Conrow’s Remarks <cont.>  
President NorthCentral - NPSOT

That night I put out a plea to the Chapter Board for help and a Dawn Hancock answered. She and I were here 
within a day or two  and plotted out the area with measurements on paper and decided what would be good 
plant choices. Dawn had the best ideas!  I worked up a landscaping plan using skills I had learned in the Native 
Plant Society’s landscaping classes.  Soon after I met with Alex and two of his supervisors - I see Andy MacFar-
lane here.  They agreed, the plan was desirable, if I could come up with the workers, they would buy the plants. 
Oh, and by the way,  it needed to happen before the end of August. 

Early in July I wrote up basically what you just heard and sent it  to our Society’s Chapter’s newsletter. Bill Hop-
kins read it and asked permission to post it the the Society’s State website. I was surprised, honored, and happy!  
This was turning into a big deal. 

 For help installing the garden, I reach out and asked for help from the Conservation community and the Boys 
Scout Troop 554 in Crowley.  We have deep roots there in the Troop, our son is an Eagle Scout. The Scouts and 
the Community answered the call!  Members from the • Cross Timbers Master Naturalists • Fort Worth Pol-
linator Ambassadors • Greater Fort Worth Sierra Club • Master Gardeners of Tarrant County • Native Prairie 
Association of Texas • ROTC - Crowley High School • and even my Mermaid Yoga friend Rita, all stepped up 
and pitched in to help.  Five and a half weeks after Ray and I first came here, the Waystation was installed. 

Weston Gardens, a long-time friend of the Native Plant Society, provided the purchased plants with our Chap-
ter members donating almost as many as were purchased. Now, the Paschal High School Art Department has 
created public art for the garden and the City of Fort Worth providing the educational signs for the public. Its 
quite an effort by many people! 

If you were part of those who helped install garden last August 13 and 14, and if you were involved in any way - 
please stand.  Let’s give everyone a big hand. This could not have happened without your work!   Wonderful.  

Kim Johnson tended this garden through last fall and winter and some this spring before leaving for more wa-
tery pastures on the Gulf Coast.  Now, the crew of lifeguards that are here this summer will tend the garden. It’s 
in its first year and not filled out yet - it’s still a baby garden. As it matures and even expands a little on the other 
side of the monument, it will provide beauty to the human eye and sustenance to many different pollinators. 

The lifeguards have already been learning how to care for the garden. Of course their primary duty here is to 
monitor the pool and guard the lives of the swimmers. Over the course of their careers as lifeguards, they may 
have the opportunity to save the lives of human beings. What an incredible responsibility and worthwhile work.  
When they take some time this season, here and there, to tend this Monarch Waystation they will be participat-
ing in another responsible calling and great opportunity. They will be helping to save a species.     
Thank you!
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Monarch Waystation Dedication Photographs
by  Karen Harden



 June NPSOT News   North Central Texas Chapter    Page  28

Magnificent Agave
by  Patti Maness

Agave americana, Century Plant
 
Amazing sight on an abandoned property in our neighborhood. Jim took these pictures 4/28/17. The bloom stalk 
is about 30 feet tall. You can’t tell from the pic but the blooms were full of bees, and we even saw a humming-
bird.  We are enjoying the majestic show.

a really tall Agave Blooms

Agave Blooms close-up

Wow!  Thats tall.Magnificent
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No
Meeting

July

Visit us on the Web
at

www.txnativeplants.org

The purpose of the Native Plant Society of Texas is to
promote the conservation, research, and utilization of the

native plants and plant habitats of Texas through
education, outreach, and example.

Join the Native Plant Society of Texas!

Become a member of the Native Plant Society of Texas. Membership is open to any individual, 
family, or organization. Membership is renewable annually and extends for a year from the date 
we receive your original payment. If you wish to join, please indicate your category of member-
ship, then clip and mail this application with the appropriate remittance to:

Native Plant Society of Texas
PO Box 3017, Fredricksburg, TX 78624

___ Student   $25   ___ Family (2 or more) $50
___ Senior (65+)  $25   ___ Patron $100
___ Limited Income  $25   ___ Benefactor $250
___ Individual  $35   ___ Supporting $500
___ Lifetime   $1200
Name: _________________________________________________________ 
Address: _______________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: __________________________________________________
County: _______________________________________________________
Phone: ________________________________________________________
Chapter Affiliation: _____North Central Chapter______________________
E-mail: ________________________________________________________

The North Central Texas
NPSOT News

is a monthly publication of
the North Central Chapter
of the Native Plant Society
of Texas.

For changes of address or
information about contribut-
ing to the newsletter, please
contact the newsletter editor.
The deadline for submitting
articles for inclusion in the
newsletter is the 15th of every
preceding month.

Troy Mullens, Editor
media@txnativeplants.org


