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February Meeting 
 

Thursday, February 5, 2015, 6:30 pm 
Orchid Room, Deborah Briggs Moncrief Garden Center 

Fort Worth Botanic Gardens 
 

Native Plant PropagationNative Plant Propagation  
Presented by Manon Shockey,  

Instructor/HC Manager, Tarleton State University 
   

The presentation will cover the basics of propagation of native 
plants. It will be a hands-on program, so you are encouraged to 
bring seed or fresh cuttings to work with. It would also be helpful 
to bring containers and a soil mix, preferably with a little sand 
mixed in to avoid rot. 
 
This should be fun, so don’t miss it! 

Visit us at  
ncnpsot.org and  
txnativeplants.org 

Chapter Leaders 
President—Theresa Thomas 
kayleet@sbcglobal.net 
Vice President/Programs— 
Martha Mullens 
Recording Secretary—Dawn Hancock 
Treasurer—Gaylon Hardin 
ghardin@flash.net 
Hospitality Chair—Sheila Franklin 
Membership Chair—Laura Penn 
Events Coordinator—Dawn Hancock 
NICE! Coordinator—Patti Maness 
Education Chair—Merita Knapp 
Ways & Means—Josephine Keeney 
Web Site—Frank Keeney &  
Troy Mullens 
Field Trip Coordinator—Patti Maness 
Audit Committee Chair—Laura Penn  
Speaker’s Bureau Coordinator—
Speaker’s Bureau—Gailon Hardin 
Outreach Chair—Laura Penn 
Parliamentarian—Otto Witt 
Facebook Manager—Sandra Fountain 
Newsletter Editor—John Darling 
Southwest Subcourthouse Garden 
Leaders—Gailon Hardin &  
Dawn Hancock 
Hulen Regional Library Garden  
Leaders—Theresa Thomas & Bill Hall 
Molly Hollar Wildscape Garden 
Leader—Molly Hollar 

A big thanks to Martha Mullens, Vice President/Programs for 
a great job organizing our Christmas party and to everyone 
who helped Martha and brought food and drinks. We all had 
a great time, and I’m already looking forward to what she has 
planned for next year. It is really fun when we have visitors 
and new members at the party. I enjoyed meeting them and 
hope to see them in 2015 at the meetings. 
     Thank you to the 2014 officers and board and all the 
members. You are the best and have been so much fun to 
hang out with this year. There are so many who work behind 
the scenes to make this chapter a success.  
     The board has had a couple of productive meetings since 
December getting ready for 2015. For the latest lineup, see 
the chapter leaders list on this page. 
     Our first event is the Fort Worth Home and Garden Show, 
February 13-15 at the Convention Center. Dawn Hancock will 
be contacting you to help be a part of the weekend. Remem-
ber, if you pay for parking the chapter will reimburse you. 
     The spring plant sale is May 2, 2015 at Redenta’s Nursery 
and Garden Store in Arlington. Put it on your calendar. This 
a new location for spring so we need you to spread the word. 
     Hope to see you at the February meeting.   
 

My green thumb came only as a result of the mistakes I made 
while learning to see things from the plant's point of view.  
       H. Fred Dale 
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Plant of the Month Josephine Keeney 

Agarita, Laredo mahonia,  
Mahonia trifolioata,  

Berberidaceae (Barberry family)  

 

Find more native plant information at www.texasstar.org, a forum for Texas gardeners  
dedicated to the cultivation and propagation of Texas native plants. 

What surprising qualities this 
plant has! 
     It is tough and drought toler-
ant, and the gray-green leaves 
are prickly and resemble holly. 
They look rather unremarkable 
most of the year. It is evergreen 
and can reach 8 feet in height, 
which makes it very impressive. 
     But come February it bursts 
into bloom up and down every 
stem with beautiful tiny yellow 
flowers that perfume the air in a 
most delightful way. 
     If that weren’t enough, the 
flowers mature into orange-red 
berries that are edible and have 
a very pleasant lemony flavor. 
Some people like to make lem-
onade by crushing and 
mixing them with water, or you 
can make a delicious jam for 
your toast. 
     Be careful if you come close 
to this plant, you might get a 
prickly welcome that will have 
you smarting for a while. What 
a great plant this would be to 
set beneath your windows; it 
could be used to keep away  
unwelcome visitors. 
 
Editor’s note — a few facts from 
the Lady Bird Johnson Wild-
flower Center: 
• 3’ – 8’  
• evergreen 
• blooms Feb, Mar, Apr 
• water use low 
• sun, part shade 
• soil dry, moist 
• songbirds eat the fruit 
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Report on Symposium 2014 Texarkana Dawn Hancock 

 

continued on page 4 
  

North Texas. Caitlyn Cooper 
reported on her work, Effects of 
Drought on Three Oak Spe-
cies. Both of these young 
women were poised and profes-
sional and their research was 
worthy of a doctoral student.  

Five members of the North Cen-
tral Chapter journeyed to Texar-
kana for the 2014 Symposium.  
They were long-time members 
Dawn Hancock, Gailon Hardin, 
Hester Schwarzer, Evelyn 
Woodrey, and brand new mem-
ber Debbie Stilson.  
     Mother Nature worked her 
magic with fantastic weather for 
field trips to prairies and forests 
of northeast Texas, southeast 
Oklahoma, southwest Arkansas, 
and northwest Louisiana.   
     Indoor lectures and activities 
were held at the Hilton Garden 
Inn, Texarkana, which adjoins 
the Texarkana Convention Cen-
ter. Both are sparkly new and 
the staff was especially accom-
modating and helpful. Plus, the 
food was good.   
     Let me tell you about those 
things that impressed me about 
this symposium. Unlike previ-
ous symposia, the Ann Miller 
Gonzales Research Grant gradu-
ate researchers got a full spot 
on the agenda to report on the 
results of their research. Recall 
that these grants are funded by 
the proceeds of the silent auc-
tion at the symposium. So we all 
know that what we pay for an 
item is probably more than what 
we would pay for the same item 
on Amazon, but that’s okay  

because the money is going to 
help a graduate student do his 
or her research in the field of 
native plants.   
     Michelle Green reported on 
Investigating Urban and Rural 
Populations of Little Bluestem 
(Schizachyrium scoparium) in 

Southwest Subcourthouse on Granbury Road in Fort Worth: second Saturday and last 
Wednesday of each month beginning at 9:00 am. Gailon Hardin in charge. 
 
Hulen Street Regional Library in Fort Worth: second and fourth Thursday of each month  
beginning at 8:30 am. Evaline Woodrey in charge. 
 
Molly Hollar Wildscape at Veterans Park in Arlington: Wednesdays, Fridays, and fourth Satur-
day of each month beginning at 8:00 am. Also, Tuesdays at the greenhouse in Randol Mill Park 
in Arlington.  

Workdays 



  

 

F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 5   N o r t h  C e n t r a l  C h a p t e r  N P S O T  N e w s   4  

Report on Symposium 2014 continued from page 3 

 Native Star award, a new award 
for group effort, for Kids on the 
Prairie program. Anne Alderfer 
who is in charge of education 
programs for FOTHNA, accepted 
the award. Kids on the Prairie is 
a collaboration between 
FOTHNA and Fort Worth Inde-
pendent School District to give 
fourth graders a chance to  
experience the prairie by under-
writing the cost of the field trip.  
The fourth graders spend the 
day learning about the prairie.  
Without this support, most of 
these children would never  
experience the joys of a native 
prairie even though they live 
within a few miles of Tandy Hills 
Natural Area. 
     If you were not able to make 
this symposium, start making 
plans to attend next year’s sym-
posium now.  It will be in Austin 
at the Airport Hilton. The sym-
posium will be the third week-
end in October.       
 

The Society’s money was well 
spent in helping to fund their 
research. 
     Another aspect that grabbed 
my attention was the familiarly 
alike but strangely different 
landscapes of the corners region 
of Texas witnessed on my field 
trips. The forests were free of 
greenbriar! Of course, the one I 
visited at Caddo Lake Wildlife 
Refuge was pine dominated, but 
I expected that. But walking 
through without having to use a 
machete was different. Also, I 
have never seen a pawpaw up 
close and personal, nor have I 
tasted a persimmon straight 
from the tree. But I have now 
after visiting Miller County  
Sandhills Natural Area in  
Arkansas.   
     There are prairies in the cor-
ners region, but this woman 
was born and raised in North 
Central Texas, and I am old 
enough to have seen this part of 
Texas before rampant urbaniza-

tion. I know little bluestem well 
and can easily recognize big 
blue stem (the turkey foot), 
switch grass (beautiful airy  
inflorescence), and Indian grass 
(the tight inflorescence looking 
like a brave’s eagle feather).  
Northeast Texas has prairies 
too, but the big four are not our 
dominant species. Instead, you 
have dropseed, tridens, and 
other grasses I am unfamiliar 
with. The look of the prairie is 
essentially different. No more 
bluish hue of the bluestems. No 
more black clay. Instead, more 
greenier green grasses and gray 
sands. Weird. 
     Finally, I was impressed with 
our society at the awards ban-
quet. The awards committee has 
recognized different categories of 
awards: first, individual effort 
and second, group effort. The 
Friends of Tandy Hills Natural 
Area, which our chapter sup-
ports and some of us are indi-
vidual members of, received the 

The Drought Continues Laura N. Penn 

Average Rainfall,  
Normal Rainfall –  
Misunderstood? 
You likely have heard the 
results for 2014 – our 
North Central chapter 
area is still in an extreme 
drought.1  After the close 
of a year, we naturally 
look back at last year in 
reflection, and also look 
forward to anticipate 
what the new year might 
bring.  For 2014, the  
National Weather Service 
recorded only 21.32” of 
rain at DFW Airport.  In 
2015, we hope we will get 
more rain.  But, how 

much more?  When 
trying to understand 
the drought, I ask my-
self the following sim-
ple questions:  What is 
the average rainfall?  
Or put another way, 
how much rain should 
we have gotten over 
the course of a normal 
year?  Well, as simple 
as those questions 
might sound, they can 
get be a little more dif-
ficult to answer when 
you get into the details 
– and you all know 

continued on page 5 
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The Drought Continues continued from page 4 

   stand that in North Central 
Texas, when we do get rain, it 
frequently is hit or miss.  Your 
friend who lives just a short dis-
tance away got rain one day and 
you got none.  Just as common, 
we either get just a little bit of 
rain, or we get a lot of rain in a 
short amount of time.  There 
just is not a consistency of the 
amounts received each year or 
when they will come – it’s very 
variable.  So the “normal” rain-
fall can be either a very low 
number, a very high number or 
somewhere in between since 
inconsistency is normal.  As a 
result, the region is prone to 
periods of drought.  What does 
all this mean?  Well, looking for-
ward in 2015, it means I’m  
going to buy another rain barrel 
and capture the rain, so when it 
does come, I can save and use it 
later on a drier day.  If you look 
at the rain data or just reflect 
back on the drought of 2014, 
you might want to do the same. 

 

1US Drought Monitor Texas, 
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
Home/
StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?TX 
2National Weather Service, 
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/fwd/?
n=dnarrative 
3Shinners & Mahler’s Flora of 
North Central Texas, pp.28-29 
Climate of North Central Texas 
4http://www.srh.weather.gov/
fwd/?n=arlingtonclimatology  

that is where the devil is!  Let 
me try to explain:  When asking 
“What is the average rainfall?” 
one naturally has to decide 
what area you are trying to 
measure, and that’s where it 
starts to get complicated.  Due 
to the high variability of rainfall 
for all of the North Central 
Texas area, the average or  
annual rainfall totals can be: 
• Annual rainfall as low as 20” 

in the Dallas/Fort Worth 
Area2 

• Average rainfall as low as 24” 
in the westernmost portion of 
the West Cross Timbers3 

• Average rainfall as high as 
48” in the northeastern cor-
ner of Lamar County3 

• Annual rainfall as high as 
50” in the Dallas / Fort 
Worth Area2 

If you Google to find the answer, 
several websites will come up, 
but the answers are not the 
same.  Some say 34”, others 
38”, 32”, 35”, etc….  Oh boy!  
The reality is, in the North Cen-
tral Texas geographic area, 
there is a significant variance 
in rainfall amounts.  Generally, 
the highest rainfall amounts are 
received in the eastern most 
portions of the region and 
gradually declines to the lowest 
rainfall amounts in the western 
most portions.  It literally all 
depends on where YOU live.  
Equally as simple sounding, yet 
potentially perplexing is the sec-
ond question “How much rain 
should we have gotten over the 
course of a normal year?  How 

do YOU define “normal”?  The 
National Weather Service (NWS) 
uses the time period 1981-2010 
to define “normal” measurement 
periods.  Perhaps you want to 
look at what has occurred more 
recently, say the last 5 years, to 
define the “new” normal for 
gauging what to expect in 2015?  
Or maybe you want to take the 
long view, and look back much 
further in time at the whole  
period for which records exist 
for where you live (e.g., for  
Arlington rainfall records go 
back to 1948, or for Fort Worth, 
records as far back as 1898).   It 
doesn’t take long to scan the 
statistics at the NWS website for 
the area closest to you and you 
can see there is not a consis-
tency of receiving say, 32”-35” of 
rainfall year after year.  The  
annual rainfall totals vary 
widely from year to year (and 
month by month comparisons 
vary widely too), even when 
measured consistently at the 
same location.  For example, 
Arlington’s annual rainfall totals 
range anywhere from 15” (2005) 
to 60” (1991).  How much rain 
should we have gotten over the 
course of a normal year?  The 
answer is there is: It varies – A 
LOT.   
 
While 2014’s annual rainfall  
total of 21.32” at DFW airport 
does keep the North Central 
Texas area in an extreme 
drought, the historic rainfall 
data tells me that really is not 
that unusual.  You don’t need to 
study historical charts to under-



  

 

Franklin, Plant Sale Coordina-
tor: Josephine Keeney, Webmas-
ter: Frank Keeney, Newsletter 
Editor: John Darling. 
     But the most wonderful part 
enjoyed by all was the great 
food. Josephine Keeney made 
the coffee. Gailon Hardin sup-
plied the bottled water. Dawn 
Hancock brought the spiced  
cider and rolls. NCNPSOT sup-
plied the ham, but members 
brought the most delectable  
array of foods that I have ever 
seen at a potluck dinner. There 
was such a variety of tasty cas-
seroles, salads, and desserts, 
plus numerous other sides, 
such as pot stickers and fruits. 

If you didn't come, you missed 
some good food! Plan to be there 
next time. 
     Patti Maness furnished cedar 
and berry centerpieces that were 
spectacular. Josephine Keeney 
supplied the colorful holiday nap-
kins, plates, cups, and native 
plants for decor. Dawn Hancock 
helped her arrange them. Jose-
phine had snapped photos of 
members involved in various  
activities this past year, and 
Frank organized them into a slide 
show. Gailon and Patti furnished 
most of the candy in the Santa 
pants favor bags. Martha Mullens 
organized the event with the help 
of all the people named above. 
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NCNPSOT Christmas Party December 4, 2014 Martha Mullens 

This year's party was a blast. 
The fun parts consisted of 
games with scrambled native 
plants and Christmas carol  
descriptions and questions 
about the history of Christmas 
celebrations. Nancy Price won 
the ugliest sweater contest,  
although I thought her sweater 
was cute. Ornaments were  
exchanged in the fashion we 
employ at the October plant 
swap. Paige King obviously 
knew which ones were the best, 
even though they were wrapped, 
because her choices were 
'stolen' the most times. Center-
pieces with holiday themes were 
raffled off as door prizes. 
     The serious part consisted of 
Theresa Thomas recognizing the 
volunteer service of members 
this last year. She also pre-
sented the board members with 
certificates and gifts. Gailon 
Hardin presented Theresa Tho-
mas and Dawn Hancock shirts 
with NPSOT logos for their con-
tributions to our organization. 
Nancy Price installed the officers 
for 2015. They are: President: 
Theresa Thomas, VP in charge 
of programs: Martha Mullens, 
Secretary: Dawn Hancock, 
Treasurer: Gailon Hardin, Par-
liamentarian: Otto Witt, NICE 
Coordinator and Field Trip 
Chairperson: Patti Manes, Mem-
bership Chairperson: Laura 
Penn, Events Chairperson: 
Dawn Hancock, Education 
Chairperson: Merita Knapp, 
Hospitality Chairperson: Sheila 

Ugly sweater contest participants. Nancy Price was the winner. 

 

Welcome to Paula Wilhelm, 
our latest member. 



  

 

Christmas Party continued from page 6 
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Dawn Hancock with her special shirt 

President Theresa Thomas 

Martha Mullens, party planner extraordinaire 

Patti Maness, centerpiece decorator 

Gailon Hardin and Teresa Thomas Nancy Price, winner of the ugly sweater contest 



  

 

 

Next Meeting 
 

Thursday, 
February 5 
7:00 pm 

Fort Worth  
Botanic Gardens 

 

Manon Shockey 
 

Native Plant 
Propagation  

Join the Native Plant Society of Texas! 
 
Become a member of the Native Plant Society of Texas. Membership is open 
to any individual, family, or organization. Membership is renewable annually 
and extends for a year from the date we receive your original payment. If you 
wish to join, please indicate your category of membership, then clip and mail 
this application with the appropriate remittance to: 
 

Native Plant Society of Texas 
PO Box 3017, Fredricksburg, TX 78624 

  
___ Student  $25  ___ Family (2 or more) $50 
___ Senior (65+) $25  ___ Patron   $100 
___ Limited Income $25  ___ Benefactor   $250 
___ Individual  $35  ___ Supporting  $500 
      ___ Lifetime   $1200 
 
Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: ______________________________________________________ 

County: ______________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________________________________________________ 

Chapter Affiliation: ___________________________________________________ 

E-mail: _______________________________________________________________  

North Central Chapter 

Visit us on the Web 
at 

www.txnativeplants.org 

The North Central Texas 
NPSOT News 

 

is a monthly publication of 
the North Central Chapter  
of the Native Plant Society  
of Texas. 
 
For changes of address or  
information about contribut-
ing to the newsletter, please 
contact the newsletter editor. 
 
The deadline for submitting 
articles for inclusion in the 
newsletter is the 15th of every 
preceding month. 
 
John Darling, Editor 
newseditor@txnativeplants.org 
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The purpose of the Native Plant Society of Texas is to 
promote the conservation, research, and utilization of 
the native plants and plant habitats of Texas through 

education, outreach, and example. 


