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Spreading the Word at Prairie Fest  

 

May Meeting 
 

Thursday, May 7, 2015, 6:30 pm 
Orchid Room, Deborah Briggs Moncrief Garden Center 

Fort Worth Botanic Gardens 

Visit us at  
ncnpsot.org and  

www.txnativeplants.org 

Chapter Leaders 
President—Theresa Thomas 
kayleet@sbcglobal.net 
Vice President/Programs— 
Martha Mullens 
Recording Secretary—Dawn Hancock 
Treasurer—Gaylon Hardin 
ghardin@flash.net 
Hospitality Chair—Sheila Franklin 
Membership Chair—Laura Penn 
Events Coordinator—Dawn Hancock 
NICE! Coordinator—Patti Maness 
Education Chair—Merita Knapp 
Ways & Means—Josephine Keeney 
Web Site—Frank Keeney &  
Troy Mullens 
Field Trip Coordinator—Patti Maness 
Audit Committee Chair—Laura Penn  
Speaker’s Bureau Coordinator—
Speaker’s Bureau—Gailon Hardin 
Outreach Chair—Laura Penn 
Parliamentarian—Otto Witt 
Facebook Manager—Sandra Fountain 
Newsletter Editor—John Darling 
Southwest Subcourthouse Garden 
Leaders—Gailon Hardin &  
Dawn Hancock 
Hulen Regional Library Garden  
Leaders—Theresa Thomas & Bill Hall 
Molly Hollar Wildscape Garden 
Leader—Molly Hollar 

 

Basics of Invasive Species 
Presented by Dana Wilson 
Texas Master Naturalist 

 
Dana has made this presentation—often as part of a 
3-hour workshop—on behalf of the Lady Bird Johnson 
Wildflower Center. The talk is an overview of invasive 
species with a focus on plants: why they’re here, why 
they’re a problem, and what we can do about them. 
 
Dana graduated from TCU in 1984 and was in the 
North Texas Master Naturalist class of 2001. She fre-
quently leads walks or makes presentations on various 
plant-related topics. 

Once again, chapter members staffed a popular booth at 
the annual prairie celebration at Tandy Hills Natural Area 
in Fort Worth. Left to right: Josephine and Frank Keeney, 
Dawn Hancock, Janice Johnson, and Vicki Brady. 
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Plant of the Month Josephine Keeney 

White yarrow, Common yarrow,  
Achillea millefolium,  

Asteraceae (Aster family)  

 

Find more native plant information at www.texasstar.org, a forum for Texas gardeners  
dedicated to the cultivation and propagation of Texas native plants. 

This charming evergreen plant 
delights everyone with its soft 
feathery leaves that resemble 
ferns. 
     Yarrow is a very reliable 
perennial groundcover that 
will spread with abandon and 
cover any area you need car-
peted in beautiful green. 
The white flowers are also 
lovely and bloom in April or 
May, lasting for about two 
months, but the main attrac-
tion is the gorgeous leaves. 
     One handy fact is that it 
has a very wide distribution 
over the U.S. and Canada, so 
it is not difficult to find. 
     This plant is not picky 
about soils or sun or shade, 
although it can take more 
shade than many other plants.  
It grows happily in just about 
any situation and does not  
require much water, so it is an 
ideal plant for the DFW area.  
Another good thing about it is 
that I have never seen any  
insect or disease problems 
with White yarrow. 
     It can be used to edge a 
flower bed with great results, 
because it shows the edge of 
the bed when all the other 
plants are dormant. I have it 
around the edge of the bed by 
the curb and it looks great. 
     Another interesting fact is 
that the leaves have been used 
by Native Americans for many 
centuries as medicinal tea to 
cure stomach disorders.  
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Meeting Minutes: April 2, 2015 Dawn Hancock 

Southwest Subcourthouse on Granbury Road in Fort Worth: second Saturday and last Thurs-
day of each month beginning at 9:00 am. Gailon Hardin and Dawn Hancock in charge. 
 
Hulen Street Regional Library in Fort Worth: second and fourth Thursday of each month  
beginning at 8:30 am. Bill Hall and Theresa Thomas in charge. 
 
Molly Hollar Wildscape at Veterans Park in Arlington: Wednesdays and fourth Saturday of 
each month 9:00 am –12:00. Also, Tuesdays 9:00 am – 12:00 at the greenhouse in Randol Mill 
Park in Arlington.  

Workdays 

President Theresa Thomas 
called the regular meeting of 
the North Central Chapter of 
the Native Plant Society of 
Texas to order at 6:34 pm, 
April 2, 2015.  Thirty-four 
members were in attendance.       
     Visitors in attendance 
were Jeff Quayle and Jenni-
fer Greathouse and family.     
     New members in atten-
dance were Sylvia Acosta, 
Sharon Eatman, and Amelia 
Gomez-Barroso. 
     President Theresa Thomas 
explained the purpose and 
need for a pictorial directory 
that the chapter is currently 
building. She pointed out 
that members could choose 
to be in the directory or not 
and could decide the amount 
of information about them-
selves to disclose. 

     Events Chairperson Dawn 
Hancock reported on the  
upcoming events in which 
the chapter will participate if 
enough volunteers are avail-
able. She passed a signup 
sheet for the Prairie Fest at 
Tandy Hills Natural Area. 
     Hospitality Chairperson 
Sheila Franklin reported that 
members could still volunteer 
to bring refreshments for  
August and later meetings. 
     Field Trip Chairperson 
Patti Maness circulated a 
signup sheet for the field trip 
to Molly Hollar Wildscape. 
     Plant Sale Chairperson 
Josephine Keeney told mem-
bers about the chapter’s  
upcoming plant sale at 
Redenta’s in Arlington. She 
passed out flyers for the 
plant sale. 
     Vice-president/Programs 
Martha Mullens introduced 
Don and Debora Young.  
Their program was about the 
history of Prairie Fest, which 
will be celebrating its tenth 
anniversary this year. 
     The meeting was  
adjourned at 8:15 pm. 
     Submitted for approval by  
Dawn Hancock, Recording 
Secretary. 

Thanks to Last Month’s 
Speakers Martha Mullens 
 

Don Young, with backup 
from Debora, presented a 
very interesting and informa-
tive program about Tandy 
Hills at the April 2 meeting. 
He gave the history of the 
160-acre prairie remnant; 
told how the Friends of 
Tandy Hills Natural Area was 
organized; when and how 
Prairie Fest began and how it 
has changed and progressed 
since its inception in 2006; 
told about various programs 
FOTHNA sponsor, such as 
Kids on the Prairie; men-
tioned his monthly newslet-
ter, Prairie Notes; and  
explained about activities, 
such as brush bash and the 
manly men and wild women 
hikes. Best of all, he showed 
us lots of beautiful photos of 
the prairie in different sea-
sons and the glorious wild-
flowers that live there, some 
of which are found nowhere 
else in this area. Farkleberry in bloom at Southwest 

Nature Preserve, Arlington 
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Field Trip: Molly Hollar Wildscape Patti Maness 

Our April 18th field trip to the Molly Hollar Wildscape in Arlington was a wonderful experience. 
     The weather was beautiful. Ann Knudsen, Josephine Keeney, and Molly Hollar were our 
guides. We had a small group of 7 and split up into two groups, so it was like having our own 
personal guide. As we walked along the wildscape paths the combination of the lifting fog and 
sun shining through the trees painted a beautiful,  
serene picture. 
     A special treat was seeing the tuberosa milkweed covered with Monarch caterpillars. The 
wildscape is truly 
a place to come and experience the use of native plants.  
     We then drove to the Wildscape greenhouses at Randol Mill Park where Josephine gave us a 
tour. 
     These greenhouses are impressive. There are hundreds of native plants we could see and 
touch. It’s a big operation; kudos to Josephine, who leads the effort. 
     Most of us then went to lunch across the street at Olive Mediterranean Grill. 
We want to thank Molly, Ann, and Josephine for a well-organized tour. 
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Notes from the State Quarterly Meeting in Nacogdoches Dawn Hancock 

I attended the quarterly 
meeting of the state board of 
NPSOT in Theresa Thomas’ 
absence. Newer members to 
our chapter may not know 
that the president of each 
chapter in the state is a 
member of the state board of 
the Native Plant Society of 
Texas.  
     The job of the state board 
is to determine policy and to 
encourage innovative prac-
tices begun by chapters in 
the state. Thus, the NICE! 
program began as a chapter 
activity in San Antonio but 
now provides starter money 
from the state to begin new 
NICE! programs in other 
chapters. The same is true of 
the new Native Landscaping 
Certification Program and 
Bring Back the Monarchs to 
Texas program.   
     It’s a long drive to Nacog-
doches, but the state execu-
tive board (made up of the 
state officers) decided several 
years ago to move the meet-
ing around the state to  
encourage greater attendance 
by bringing the meeting 
closer to area chapters. In 
the past the quarterly meet-
ings were held in Fredericks-
burg where the state office of 
NPSOT is located.  
     I was not discouraged by 
the drive since I anticipated a 
show of wildflowers along the 
way. Unfortunately, the 
abundant rains gave the 
grasses an edge so the drive 
was green to the exclusion of 
other colors. 

      Here are a few items that 
you as a member of the  
organization may be inter-
ested in.  
     Each year the Society 
puts on a symposium for all 
members to attend. A per-
sonal note here: These are 
wonderful opportunities to 
learn about the different eco-
regions of Texas from the  
experts. The site for next 
year’s symposium was  
intended to be El Paso, but 
the host chapter in El Paso 
declined with the assurance 
that they would host at a 
later year. My reaction was 
dadgummit, I really wanted 
to visit the Franklin Moun-
tains! Bill Hopkins, the state 

president of NPSOT, has 
charged Cynthia Maguire, a 
former state president from 
Trinity Forks chapter in 
Denton, with finding our 
2016 symposium site. 
     Related to the symposium 
for this year was a plea from 
Linda Knowles to submit 
nominees for NPSOT awards.  
If you go to the state Web 
site, you will see that each 
year several prestigious 
awards are presented at the 
symposium. The Awards 
Committee chooses the  
Recipients, but this is not 
quite as difficult as you may 
think, because chapters send 
candidates to the committee.  
Our chapter nominated Don 
and Debora Young a few 
years ago. Even though they 
did not receive the award, the 
nomination led to a new 
award, the Native Star 
award, for an organization or 
agency for a specific act of 
conservation or public ser-
vice. This award was given to 
Friends of Tandy Hills Natu-
ral Area which Don and Deb-
ora stated for the Kids on the 
Prairie program.  
     If you would like to nomi-
nate a person or entity for an 
award, contact Linda 
Knowles at 
dknowlespe@aol.com. 
     And finally, a small item:  
Members can now renew 
their membership online, so 
much quicker and easier 
than snail mail. I did mine 
this way this year. Like they 
say, just a click of the button 
and you are done. 
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Sundrops for Tough Spots Laura Penn 

Do you have a place in your 
landscape with a lot of  
reflected heat, like from the 
street, sidewalk and driveway 
as shown in this photo?  
     This site is in full sun (6+ 
hours) but does get afternoon 
shade from the house. The site 
was prepared before planting 
by removing the grass, hand 
digging the compacted, native, 
shallow, clay soil to aerate. 
The only amendment added 
was expanded shale to help 
with moisture retention since 
the site is so harsh from all 
the reflected heat plus drying 
winds created by vehicle traffic 
driving by.  
     This image shows the plant 
Sundrops or Western primrose (Calylophus hartwegii), which according to the Lady Bird John-
son Wildflower Center's plant database, likes part shade, low water and dry soil — perfect for 
the spot I have shown here.  
     It begins blooming heavily in the spring and continues off and on through summer with a 
resurgence once fall rains come.   
     The plants I have are evergreen, so they act as an attractive fine leaf groundcover when not 
in bloom. Not all Sundrops are evergreen, according to LBJ Wildflower Center's database, so 
mine may be subspecies fendleri or maccartii. Find a spot in your landscape for Sundrops. 

Happy Green Milkweed Photos by Char McMorrow 
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This is my third year for a 7000 sq. ft. area in Fort Worth that started with some preexisting 
Engleman daisy. Once things start blooming, there are plenty of bees and butterflies visiting the 
garden. Last fall, from the end of September to the first few weeks of November, there was a 
minimum of 30 Monarchs in the garden every day, mostly on the Henry Duelberg salvia and 
Gregg’s mistflower. What a great way to enjoy nature. Anyone is welcome to visit. 

Butterfly Buffet Bill Mastin 
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Southwest Regional Library Photos by Theresa Thomas and Char McMorrow 

 

We would like to thank Sheila Franklin, Charlene Weatherly and her son, and Dawn Hancock for 
the refreshments at our April meeting. There was such a delicious variety of fruits, veggies, 

cheese, crackers, nuts, and beverages. 

Adder’s Tongue at SW Nature Preserve,  
Arlington, April 19, 2015 



  

 

 

Next Meeting 
 

Thursday, May 7 
7:00 pm 

Fort Worth  
Botanic Gardens 

 

Dana Wilson 
 

Basics of  
Invasive Species 

Join the Native Plant Society of Texas! 
 
Become a member of the Native Plant Society of Texas. Membership is open 
to any individual, family, or organization. Membership is renewable annually 
and extends for a year from the date we receive your original payment. If you 
wish to join, please indicate your category of membership, then clip and mail 
this application with the appropriate remittance to: 
 

Native Plant Society of Texas 
PO Box 3017, Fredricksburg, TX 78624 

  
___ Student  $25  ___ Family (2 or more) $50 
___ Senior (65+) $25  ___ Patron   $100 
___ Limited Income $25  ___ Benefactor   $250 
___ Individual  $35  ___ Supporting  $500 
      ___ Lifetime   $1200 
 
Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: ______________________________________________________ 

County: ______________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________________________________________________ 

Chapter Affiliation: ___________________________________________________ 

E-mail: _______________________________________________________________  

North Central Chapter 

Visit us on the Web 
at 

www.txnativeplants.org 

The North Central Texas 
NPSOT News 

 

is a monthly publication of 
the North Central Chapter  
of the Native Plant Society  
of Texas. 
 
For changes of address or  
information about contribut-
ing to the newsletter, please 
contact the newsletter editor. 
 
The deadline for submitting 
articles for inclusion in the 
newsletter is the 15th of every 
preceding month. 
 
John Darling, Editor 
newseditor@txnativeplants.org 
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The purpose of the Native Plant Society of Texas is to 
promote the conservation, research, and utilization of 
the native plants and plant habitats of Texas through 

education, outreach, and example. 


