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I hope everyone got a chance to stop by Redenta’s 
Nursery on May 2 for the chapter’s plant sale. If 
you’re at Redenta’s sometime, please thank them for 
letting us have the sale at their fine nursery. Jose-
phine Keeney and Gailon Hardin did an awesome job 
as always. We thank them very much for their lead-
ership each spring and fall. So many members pro-
vided plants for the sale, worked behind the scenes, 
volunteered to help during the setup and on the day 
of the sale. There is no way it could have succeeded 
without your help. The date and location for the fall 
plant sale is being discussed, and we will learn the 
details at a later date. 
     There are two NLCP Classes scheduled for the 
fall. Level l “Introduction to Native Landscapes” will 
be on October 31, 2015, and Level 3 “Installing and 
Maintaining Native Landscapes” will be on November 
14, 2015. They will be held at the Botanical Gardens 
again. Only participants who have completed Level 1 

Finding Aesthetically Qualified  
Recombinant Urban Polycultures 

Presented by Professor David Hopman, 
Graduate Program in Landscape Architecture, 

The University of Texas at Arlington 
 
The purpose of this presentation is to explain the  
rationale, methodology, and preliminary results of an 
ongoing research effort to find aesthetically qualified 
polycultures of native plants suitable for ecological  
retention structures in North Texas. The methodology  

continued on page 3 

continued on page 3 

http://www.txnativeplants.org/
http://www.txnativeplants.org/
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Plant of the Month Josephine Keeney 

Four-nerve daisy, Tetraneuris scaposa,  
Asteraceae (Aster family)  

 

Find more native plant information at www.texasstar.org, a forum for Texas gardeners  
dedicated to the cultivation and propagation of Texas native plants. 

What a lovely little plant 
four-nerve daisy is! 
     Besides being a perennial 
and evergreen, which is a vir-
tue in itself, and blooming 
almost nonstop all year long, 
it requires very little water 
and care, other than cutting 
the spent flowers to encour-
age continuous bloom. It is a 
slow grower, but once estab-
lished it keeps on going with 
almost no care. 
     I have seen four-nerve 
daisy blooming in the dead of 
winter, when no color can be 
found in the garden, cheering 
the heart of the gardener who 
had the foresight to put it 
there. 
     The plant is only about 
six inches tall, and the flow-
ers grow on solitary stems 
making the entire plant 
about one foot tall or less. 
     Four-nerve daisy usually 
forms a clump about twelve 
inches wide, so the compact 
shape makes it ideal for 
sunny edges and keeps it 
very neat. 
     The bright yellow ray 
flowers are three-toothed, 
and if you look closely you 
can see the four veins or 
nerves on both sides of the 
ray, hence the name. 
    All in all this is a lovely 
little plant that has been  
ignored by the nurseries and 
should be used more often. 



  

 

 

Antelope horn milkweed 
(Asclepias asperula) from 
Char McMorrow, who likes 
the curling leaves, but it’s 
the curved seed pods that 
give the plant its name.  
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President’s Corner continued from page 1 

Southwest Subcourthouse on Granbury Road in Fort Worth: second Saturday and last Thurs-
day of each month beginning at 9:00 am. Gailon Hardin and Dawn Hancock in charge. 
 
Hulen Street Regional Library in Fort Worth: second and fourth Thursday of each month  
beginning at 8:30 am. Bill Hall and Theresa Thomas in charge. 
 
Molly Hollar Wildscape at Veterans Park in Arlington: Wednesdays and fourth Saturday of 
each month 9:00 am –12:00. Also, Tuesdays 9:00 am – 12:00 at the greenhouse in Randol Mill 
Park in Arlington.  

Workdays 

June Program 
continued from page 1 
 
of the study is proposed as a 
way to determine a plant pal-
ette that is a middle ground 
— suitable for the types of 
metropolitan development 
typically designed by land-
scape architects — that pro-
vides some of the ecological 
and environmental benefits of 
native prairies in the Midwest 
while also addressing aesthetic 
requirements. 

may attend the Level 3 Class. Training will include a class-
room session and a 2-hour outdoor walk. The classes are held 
from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. Registration fee for both levels is 
$37 for Native Plant Society members and $52 for non-
members.  
     Our chapter is growing by leaps and bounds. Thank you, 
Laura Penn, our Membership Chairperson.   
     If you have not been able to make a meeting this year 
please try to attend. Our Vice President/Programs Chairperson 
Martha Mullens has put together some great speakers this 
year, and we are always learning something new at each meet-
ing. The next meeting is June 4. Hospitality Chairperson 
Sheila Franklin is on top of things, providing snacks for the 
meeting.  
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Have you heard about meetup.com? Laura Penn 

continued on page 5 

The North Central Chapter of the Native Plant Society of Texas is now on 
Meetup.com. This social media site is about people from different walks of life get-
ting together, i.e., meeting up, face to face to participate and share in activities 
they have a common interest in. You too can use this site to keep up with the lat-

est activities our chapter is sponsoring or participating in with other like-minded organizations 
that share our love for native plants.              
     We hope to share our knowledge with others about native 
plants and native habitats and have fun doing it. Activities we 
have recently posted on meetup.com include our monthly mem-
ber meetings, as well as local native plant walks/nature hikes, 
native plant sales, field trips, gardening dates in the demonstra-
tion gardens, and events where our chapter is present at a booth 
or table to offer free information to the public about native 
plants, all in an effort to spread the word about native plants and 
the Native Plant Society of Texas’ mission.  There is no fee for 
participants to join meetup.com so join us at an upcoming 
meetup activity to make new native plant friends and renew old 
acquaintances.  http://www.meetup.com/Native-Plants-Society-Ft-Worth-Arlington-Mid-Cities/   

What a wonderful and excit-
ing time we had at the Spring 
2015 Sale! 
     It was held at a new and 
very different location: 
Redenta’s Garden nursery in 
Arlington. 
     Thanks to Gailon Hardin 
for thinking to ask Ruth 
Kinler, the owner, who kindly 
let us hold the sale at her 
place at no charge.  
     We hope that our sale was 
beneficial to Redenta’s by  
increasing their sales 

through the additional shop-
pers who flocked there to buy 
Texas native plants. 
     I will let Gailon report the 
very good numbers, since she 
is the treasurer and does the 
number crunching, which is 
no small task. 
Sold: 1127 plants @ 80% 
  1 Wasowski book 
  4 NT Range plant    
  books 
  9 new memberships 
Profit to Chapter: $1,929.40 
 

We must thank the plant 
providers who made the sale 
possible: Gailon Hardin, 
Laura Penn, Sheila Franklin, 
Merita Knapp, Patti Maness, 
Dagmar Higgins, Martha 
Mullens, Dawn Hancock, 
Vicky Brady, Elsie Davis, 
Sandy Fountain, Josephine 
Keeney, and especially Bill 
Mastin who delivered plants 
plus 13 tables for us to show 
them at their best. 

Spring 2015 Plant Sale Josephine Keeney 
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Spring 2015 Plant Sale continued from page 4 

The helpers were all of the 
people mentioned above plus 
Theresa Thomas, Star Krot-
tinger, Dave West, Steve 
Smith, Wesley Web, Sandy 
Johnson, Otto Witt, Bill Hall, 
and Tom Etheridge. 
     All in all it was a very 
successful sale. Lots of new 
people were introduced to 
Texas native plants, and 
many of our friends and pre-
vious customers came to 
help us achieve our goal. 
     A million thanks to all of 
you for a job well done. 
     Your friends, 
Gailon and Josephine.  

 

Special thanks to Frank 
Keeney, who put together the 
sale flyer, the plant gallery on 
the Web site and arranged 
for the smart phone credit 
card processing, which 
proved to be very helpful. 
     Also the helpers  at the 
sale, cashiers, ticket writers, 
membership sales, plant 
sales, and parking atten-
dants, who did an awesome 
job at setting up, worked very 
hard and diligently to get it 
all done and have it all sorted 
out correctly, and helped to 
pack it all up. 
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Happiness, Part 2 Char McMorrow 

NICE! Nurseries in North Central Texas Laura Penn 

Remember the happy Green 
milkweed I sent pictures of 
last month? This month I'm 
sending pictures of happy 
monarch caterpillars on the 
same Green milkweed! I'm so 
excited! 

NICE!  
(Natives Instead of  
Common Exotics)  

 
Redenta's Garden 
5111 W. Arkansas Lane 
Arlington, 76016 
 
Weston Gardens in Bloom     
8101 Anglin Drive 
Fort Worth, 76140 
 
Stegall's Nursery 
5652 Wilson Road 
Fort Worth, 76140 
 
Marshall Grain 
2224 E Lancaster 
Fort Worth, 76103 
 
Marshall Grain 
3525 William D Tate Ave     
Grapevine, 76051 
 

Schmitz Garden Center 
1616 Arrowhead Drive 
Flower Mound,  75028 
 
Schmitz Garden Center 
3714 Old Settlers Road 
Flower Mound, 75022 
 
Four Seasons 
3333 E. University Dr. 
Denton, 76208 
 
Meador Nursery 
2612 Fort Worth Drive 
Denton, 76205 

 
Painted Flower Farm 
3801 Lariat Road 
Denton, 76207 
 
Queen Bees Garden  
200 E Main Street 
Azle, 76020 
 
Stuart Nursery 
2317 Fort Worth Highway 
Weatherford, 76087 
 
Weatherford Gardens 
2106 Fort Worth Highway     
Weatherford, 76086 
 
 
If you are willing to travel a 
bit farther for that special 
native plant, please also 
check out these NICE! Nurs-
eries listed at:  http://
npsot.org/wp/resources/
nice/ 

http://npsot.org/wp/resources/nice/
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EcoScape Residential Summer Landscape Contest Laura Penn 

Be a Showoff – It’s Okay! 
I believe that as more people 
see the beauty of native 
plants, they will use them 
more, demand them more of-
ten at local nurseries, and we 
will have more native plants in 
our maintained landscapes for 
pollinators and wildlife to live 
on as natural areas continue 
to be developed for the ever-
growing human population.      
     So, go ahead and be a 
showoff and enter your beauti-
ful native plant landscape in 
the EcoScape Residential 
Summer Landscape Contest.  
The contest is open to resi-
dents of Fort Worth, Aledo, 
Burleson, Crowley, Dalwor-
thington Gardens, Edgecliff 
Village, Everman, Forest Hill, 
Grand Prairie, Haltom City, 
Haslet, Hurst, Keller, Kenne-
dale, Lake Worth, Northlake, 
North Richland Hills, Richland 
Hills, Roanoke, Sag-inaw, 
Southlake, Trophy Club, West-
lake, Westover Hills, West-
worth Village and White Settle-
ment.   
     The landscape contest is an 
effort to raise awareness of 
wasteful water usage and chal-
lenge area homeowners to cre-
ate water-efficient landscapes. 
The contest features residen-
tial front yards (1,000 square 
feet minimum) and it runs 
from June 14 – August 16.   
     Judging Criteria: 
1. Design – aesthetic appeal, 
composition; use of color and 
plant variety 
2.Water Conservation – efficient 
irrigation and water use; use of 
fences, walls, walks, etc.; use of 
native plants, reduced lawn turf 
area; and use of mulches 

3. Appropriate Maintenance – 
healthy landscapes, no weeds; 
appropriate pruning 

     Judging takes place in late 
August to show that a lush 
landscape is possible in mid-
summer with the use of rain-
water capture, drip irrigation, 
mulch, native plants, etc.  
     Download an entry form  at 
www.FortWorthTexas.gov/
EcoScape (might not be avail-
able just yet—Ed.) between 
June 14 and August 16.  For 
more details visit Fort-
WorthTexas.gov/EcoScape. 
     Not ready to enter your 
landscape in the contest just 
yet?  You can get started for 
next year by reducing your 
Land Area Wasted for Nothing 
(lawn) and installing native 
plants in its place.  
     Do you still need more  
native plants, even after our 
chapter’s latest native plant 
sale ? Visit the Texas 
Smartscape website at http://
www.txsmartscape.com/ to 
find upcoming sales at ven-

dors participating with various 
cities to promote the market-
place availability for purchas-
ing native and other non-
native but locally adapted low-
water plants.  
     Buyer beware, some of the 
plants sold at the Smartscape 
sponsored sales are NOT  
native, so shop carefully. If 
you are not sure, use your 
smartphone to check the Lady 
Bird Johnson Wildflower Cen-
ter’s plant database at 
https://www.wildflower.org/
plants/. Enter the common or 
Latin name of the plant you 
are questioning and then look 
down at the section 
“Distribution” which describes 
where the plant is native, if 
anywhere in the United States.      
     For best results, make sure 
the plant in question occurs in 
Texas and that its habitat 
(e.g., prairie, woodlands, etc.) 
is appropriate. If the plant is 
not in their database, it is 
likely NOT native to anywhere 
in the US, so while it may be a 
low-water plant that will live 
here, it may or may not pro-
vide benefits to wildlife and 
pollinators that so desperately 
need native plants.   
     Also remember to visit our 
NICE! (Natives Instead of Com-
mon Exotics) nurseries for 
their selections of native 
plants. See the nursery list on 
the preceding page.   
     So let’s get busy and show 
off our native landscapes, 
whether entered in the contest 
or not, to our neighbors and 
friends to show how beautiful 
native plants can be! 

http://www.txsmartscape.com/
http://fortworthtexas.gov/EcoScape/
http://fortworthtexas.gov/EcoScape/
https://www.wildflower.org/


  

 

will need to be watered 
deeply as often as once 
every 10 days depend-
ing on the tempera-
ture. Like many Texas 
natives, Big Red Sage 
should have adequate 
drainage; it will not tol-
erate “wet feet.”  
  
Comments: Big Red 
Sage was first  
described by the great 
Texas botanist Ferdi-
nand Lindheimer in 
the 1840s, but by the 
1950s it was thought 
to be extinct. Fortu-
nately, in the 1980s it 
was rediscovered grow-
ing in the Texas Hill 
Country, where it is 
still quite rare.  
Because it is so pretty 
and amenable to culti-
vation, it has entered 
the nursery trade,  
although it can be 
frustratingly hard to 
find. Big Red Sage is a 
well behaved garden 
plant. It has a very 
pleasant citrus fra-
grance and is deer resistant. 
It self-seeds, but not prolifi-
cally, and can be propagated 
through cuttings. Big Red 
Sage is a hummingbird mag-
net and attracts butterflies. It 
may be pruned in the late fall 
after it finishes flowering and 
will die back to a rosette after 
a freeze. New growth recurs 
in the spring. 
 
Look for the NICE! Plant of 
the Season signs and infor-
mation sheets on your next 

visit to a participating North 
Texas nursery.  Thank you 
for using native plants in 
your landscapes.   
 
North Central Chapter,  
Native Plant Society of Texas 
meetings are the 1st Thurs-
days in February through 
June and August through 
December at the Fort Worth 
Botanic Gardens, Deborah 
Beggs Moncrief Garden Cen-
ter, Orchid Room, 6:30 pm. 
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NICE! Plant of the Season Supplied by Patti Maness 

Red Sage, Salvia pentste-
monoides: Summer-
blooming perennial once 
thought to be extinct  
Description: Big Red Sage, 
Salvia pentstemonoides, also 
called Penstemon Sage, is a 
herbaceous perennial native 
to the Texas Hill Country. In 
nature, it is only found on 
banks along streams and on 
seeps on limestone ledges in 
the central Edwards Plateau. 
In North Texas, Big Red Sage 
usually grows 18-36 inches 
wide and 30-48 inches tall. 
Its 4-6 inch leaves are deep 
green, elongated, and glossy, 
looking similar to penstemon 
leaves, which explains its  
botanical and second com-
mon name.  
 
Flowers and Seeds: Big Red 
Sage blooms from June 
through the fall. The 1.5-2 
inch flowers appear on 
spikes that grow above the 
foliage and are deep-red to 
purplish-red in color. Seeds 
may be collected following 
flowering.  
 
Planting sites: Big Red Sage 
thrives in partial and dappled 
shade, although with more 
water, it can be grown in full 
sun. It tolerates a range of 
soil pH.  
 
Watering Instructions: Big 
Red Sage should be given 
supplemental water during 
its first season in the garden. 
After it is established, it is 
moderately drought tolerant. 
During a summer dry spell, it 



  

 

2015. $1200 of the balance 
is from grants earmarked for 
North Central Chapter’s dem-
onstration gardens at South-
west Regional Library and 
Southwest Sub-courthouse. 
     Vice-president Martha 
Mullens requested members 
collect and dry specimens for 
Native Landscaping Certifica-
tion Program classes.   
     Ms. Mullens announced 
the June program: 
“Landscaping with Native 
Plants” by David Hopman. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Plant Sales: Josephine 
Keeney reported that North 
Central Chapter’s spring 
plant sale at Rendenta’s Gar-

den was very successful and 
netted $2171. Ms. Hardin 
reported a gross amount of 
$4,955.50 with 1127 plants 
or 80% of inventory sold.   
     Events: Events Chairper-
son Dawn Hancock  
announced two remaining 
spring events requiring vol-
unteers. Buffalo Boogie on 
May 9 at the Fort Worth  
Nature Center and Refuge 
and BRIT Prairie Day on May 
16. Volunteer sign-up sheets 
were circulated. 
     Vice-president Martha 
Mullens introduced the guest 
speaker Dana Wilson whose 
program was “Invasives.” 
     The business meeting was 
adjourned at 6:50 pm. 
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Meeting Minutes: May 7, 2015 Dawn Hancock 

President Theresa Thomas 
called the regular meeting of 
the North Central Chapter of 
the Native Plant Society of 
Texas to order at 6:31 pm.  
Forty-eight members and 
guests were in attendance.  
Visitors were Jeff Quayle, 
Irene Perez, Erin Russo, 
Shelly Borders, Eric Tank, 
Julie Tank, and Ed 
Pischedda. New members in 
attendance were Paula Tho-
mas, Debbie Hunt, Sheryl  
Farrell and Rene Muhl. 
 
OFFICERS’ REPORTS 
Treasurer Gailon Hardin  
reported a bank balance of 
$8950.29 as of April 30, 

Location, Location, Location John Darling 

About 33 years ago the house on the north side of my place burned. The property was bought 
by a major state university, the ruins cleared and everything mowed. I filled part of it with  
natives (transplanted and donated because I’ve been assured that buying plants to put on state 
land is sort of dumb). I maintain the front (below left) to keep the grounds guys from hacking 
everything down. One big lesson: A little grass in conspicuous places that is kept mowed and 
edged seems to have minimized neighborhood problems. Living in a raggedy area also helps. 
     There’s a disturbing pattern emerging about the health of my neighborhood: Last year the 
same university bought the house on the south side and tore it down, leaving a gaping hole and 
another landscape challenge (below center and right).   
     Now it’s a matter of digging and scrounging enough stuff to grow a native buffer that shields 
the house and looks good from the busy street. On the positive side, it’s a chance to get rid of 
more grass and make some pollinators happy. 



  

 

 

Next Meeting 
 

Thursday, June 4 
7:00 pm 

Fort Worth  
Botanic Gardens 

 

David Hopman 
 
 
 

Finding Aesthetically Qualified  
Recombinant Urban  

Polycultures 

Join the Native Plant Society of Texas! 
 
Become a member of the Native Plant Society of Texas. Membership is open 
to any individual, family, or organization. Membership is renewable annually 
and extends for a year from the date we receive your original payment. If you 
wish to join, please indicate your category of membership, then clip and mail 
this application with the appropriate remittance to: 
 

Native Plant Society of Texas 
PO Box 3017, Fredricksburg, TX 78624 

  
___ Student  $25  ___ Family (2 or more) $50 
___ Senior (65+) $25  ___ Patron   $100 
___ Limited Income $25  ___ Benefactor   $250 
___ Individual  $35  ___ Supporting  $500 
      ___ Lifetime   $1200 
 
Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: ______________________________________________________ 

County: ______________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________________________________________________ 

Chapter Affiliation: ___________________________________________________ 

E-mail: _______________________________________________________________  

North Central Chapter 

Visit us on the Web 
at 

www.txnativeplants.org 

The North Central Texas 
NPSOT News 

 

is a monthly publication of 
the North Central Chapter  
of the Native Plant Society  
of Texas. 
 
For changes of address or  
information about contribut-
ing to the newsletter, please 
contact the newsletter editor. 
 
The deadline for submitting 
articles for inclusion in the 
newsletter is the 15th of every 
preceding month. 
 
John Darling, Editor 
newseditor@txnativeplants.org 
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The purpose of the Native Plant Society of Texas is to 
promote the conservation, research, and utilization of 
the native plants and plant habitats of Texas through 

education, outreach, and example. 


