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Visit us at
ncnpsot.org and

txnativeplants.org

The purpose of the Native Plant
Society of Texas is to promote the
conservation, research, and
utilization of the native plants
and plant habitats of Texas
through education, outreach and
example.

April meeeting

Thursday, April 4, 7:00 pm
Orchid Room, Deborah Beggs Moncrief Garden Center,
Fort Worth Botanic Gardens

Program: Using native and drought-tolerant plants
in your landscape by Heather Dowell

Another program that gets right to what we want to know:
How and what native plants can we use in our own yards.
Heather Dowell is the Urban Forestry and Land Manager for
the City of Arlington Parks & Recreation Department and uses
natives in many of the landscapes she prepares for the City of
Arlington.  Come enjoy a practical program we will all learn
from.

Chapter Leaders
Theresa Thomas - President
kayleetl@sbcglobal.net
Starr Krottinger - Vice President
(Programs)
Gailon Hardin - Treasurer
ghardin@flash.net
Martha Mullins- Secretary
Patti Maness- NICE! Coordinator
Frank Keeney - Communications
webmaster@txnativeplants.org
Gailon Hardin & Dawn Hancock -
Southwest Subcourthouse
Garden Leaders
Theresa Thomas & Bill Hall -
Hulen Regional Library
Garden Leader
Nancy Price - Hospitality Chair
Char McMorrow - Membership
Chair
Dawn Hancock - Parliamentarian
Molly Hollar - Molly Hollar
Wildscape Garden Leader

It is so exciting to see such a good turnout at the monthly
meetings these last 3 months. Please continue to come and
be a part of the meetings. I realize with the change in time
and the springlike weather it can be hard to think about
being inside.

We are having great programs. Gailon Hardin, one of our
own NSPOT members, presented a program in March “Rain
Gardens or Water Retention Reservoirs in your Landscape.”
She talked about how she has added rain gardens on her
property to keep water in her yard and not in the street.
Gailon, thank you for sharing.

If you have not signed up for the Native Plant Landscaping
Certification Class held in April, there is still time. The
information is on our Web site.

Something new we are adding to the meetings: We are
asking members to present information on one of their
favorite plants each month. In April Patti Maness and
Josephine Keeney will talk about Golden groundsel.

NPSOT’s next opportunity to provide information to the
community will be April 17 at the UTA Arlington Earth Day
event, “People and Planet.” Dawn Hancock, our Event Chair-
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Plant of the Month Josephine Keeney

Find more native plant information at  www.texasstar.org, a forum for Texas gardeners dedicated to the cultivation
and propagation of Texas native plants.

13

Texas Mountain Laurel, Sophora secundiflora, Fabaceae
This evergreen shrub or small tree up to 30 feet
tall is one of the most beautiful and desirable
plants in Texas.

The leaves are thick and shiny and the
flowers are to die for — they are so very beautiful!
They look like the flowers of wisteria but the
clusters are much shorter, with the typical pea
flower shape.

The scent is out of this world! Some say that
they smell like grape Kool-aid, but I think they
have a very unusual scent all their own, and
when the tree is in full bloom you can smell it
from far away.

The flower buds form on the plant at the ends
of the branches in the current year, then they
bloom the following year, so if you have a very
heavy bloom one year you may not have much
bloom the following year, because the tips of the
branches will be occupied with the seed capsules.
This is what happened to my tree this year, so I
plan to remove at least half the seed capsules
every year after blooming to free the branch tips
to make flowers. This heavy and light bloom trait
occurs in many flowering and fruiting plants.

The seed capsules and the seeds are very hard and also very poisonous. It normally takes a hammer to
break the capsule and then a boiling water treatment for the seed. To do this, put the seeds in a cup and pour
boiling water over them, let them soak 24 hours and some of them may be swollen by then. At that point they
can be planted in a gallon pot and covered with a quarter inch of soil. The ones not swollen after the first
treatment can be put through the treatment again and more of them will swell up.

The outer shell of the seed is extremely hard, and unless it is softened it will take months maybe years
to germinate. Some say that you can nick them but I have never been able to accomplish this; they are just
too hard. I have never had any luck with rooting cuttings but I keep trying, you never know when my luck
might change!

This plant is a very slow grower, so if you see a big beautiful one you should stand there in awe of what
nature has accomplished in its own sweet time.
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Southwest Subcourthouse on Granbury Road in Fort Worth 2nd Saturday and last Wednesday of each
month beginning at 9:00 am. Gailon Hardin in charge
 

Hulen Street Regional Library in Fort Worth 2nd Thursday of each month beginning at 9:00 am.
Evaline Woodrey in charge
 

Molly Hollar Wildscape at Veterans Park in Arlington Wednesdays and the first Saturday of each month
from 1:30 until 4:30 pm (winter hours)

Tuesdays at the greenhouse in Randol Mill Park in Arlington beginning at 9:00 am

Native Plant Workdays

Southwest Regional Hulen Library Theresa Kay Thomas

In 1997 Jim Leavy designed the
garden and the North Central
Chapter of the Native Plant Soci-
ety of Texas installed the garden
for the purpose of public education
about native plants. It was dedi-
cated April 5 that year. In 2004
the Fort Worth Garden Club
awarded the garden the “Fort
Worth Beautiful Special Award.”
It is a Master Gardener Project
sponsored by the Native Plant
Society.

Evaline Woodrey was the
Project Chairperson for many
years before retiring last year. In
2012 Bill Hall and I became the
Co-Chairpersons. We are still very
lucky to have Evaline to provide
guidance and programs each
month on our monthly workday.
The workdays are scheduled for
the second Thursday of the month
currently starting at 9:00 am
while the weather is cool. Starting
in May we will be adding another
workday to keep up with the
maintenance.

These past few months with
the help of knowledgeable Native
Plant Society members, other
Master Gardeners and Master
Naturalists, the garden is begin-
ning to take on a new look. We
plan to include a new sitting area
with a bench, more new plants
throughout the garden and a new
trellis.

The garden was lovely in
October with more than 30 native
plants, shrubs, grasses, and trees.
The Mexican plum, Possumhaw
and Redbud trees are flowering
beautifully right now.

We have had an opportunity
these months to visit with fami-
lies coming through the garden as
we work.

We would enjoy having you
come and be a part of the garden.

4001 Library Lane, Fort Worth, TX 76109

person, is asking for volunteers that day. If you would like to help,
please contact Dawn. Thanks to everyone who helped with the Home
and Garden Show in February.

Thank you, Charlotte Hughes for the great refreshments at the
meeting.

NEWS FLASH – we have 7 new members as of the March Meeting.
See you out and about in the garden.

The President’s Corner continued from page 1
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Level 1 Native Landscape Certification Program

Latest information includes a class in Arlington

Growing Your Expertise in Texas Native Plants

Presented by
The Native Plant Society of Texas

April 6 – Trinity River Audubon Center in Dallas
April 11 – River Legacy Living Science Center*

April 13 – Fort Worth Nature Center
April 20 – Heard Museum in McKinney

• Learn to identify 50 species of native Texas trees, shrubs, flowering plants and grasses that grow well

in North Texas.

• Understand the ecological benefits these plants provide to wildlife, water quality, and soil.

• Discover the human benefits that native plants offer, such as water conservation, run-off reduction

and low maintenance.

• Be a better steward of the land in your yard, on the jobsite, and in wildlife habitats.

• Receive your Level 1 Native Landscape Certification.

Level 1 certification requirements:
1) Participate in the 8-hour Level 1 course program.
2) Pass the Level 1 native plant identification exam.

Participants completing the Level 1 requirements will receive a certificate and be registered with the
Native Plant Society of Texas as Native Landscape Certified – Level 1.

TO RESERVE YOUR SEAT:
• Print out a registration form at www.npsot.org/wp/nlcp and send in your check for $35.

• For more information or to receive a registration form by email: send a request to

mwalterslagle@yahoo.com or call 214-701-1253.

• Pay at the door but let us know you are coming.

* 9:00 am - 4:30 pm. 703 NW Green Oaks Blvd

This program is supported in part by the John Newman Family Charitable Trust and the Shield-Ayres Foundation.

Program developed by the Native Plant Society of Texas with the help of the following partners:
RVK Architects, Texas Parks and Wildlife, North East Independent School District, The City of San Antonio,
the Alamo Area Master Naturalists, North Texas Native Landscape Certification Program Working Group,
and Feldman Design Studios
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Plant of the Season: Golden groundsel, Packera obovata

Description: Golden groundsel (Packera obovata)  is native to North
Central and East Texas.  When not blooming, it is 3 to 6 inches tall,
with rosettes of ovate, 1- to 2-inch long, deep green leaves with
serrated edges.  Its bottommost leaves may be purplish on their
undersides.  The leaves remain attractive year-round. Golden
groundsel’s roots are stoloniferous, forming runners that make
dense colonies.  It can be propagated by transplanting the new
plants formed by the stolons.

Flowers and Fruit: Golden groundsel is one of the earliest flowering
native plants in our region, flowering from early March and into
April.  As its name suggests, its flowers are deep yellow, and about
¾ inch across. Golden groundsel blooms with multiple flowers on
each plant, held high above the foliage – the flower spikes are
usually 14 to 24 inches tall.  Each plant blooms for about 2 weeks.
Golden groundsel’s seeds are dispersed by the wind.

Planting sites: Golden groundsel should be planted in shade, part
shade or dappled shade.  It is adaptable to most soils, but like many
other natives, it needs good drainage.

Watering Instructions: Like many Texas natives, Golden groundsel may need supplemental water during its
first growing season. After it is established, it will thrive with existing rainfall. It is drought tolerant.

Comments: Although Golden groundsel may be a little hard to find, it is worth the search.  It self-propagates
slowly, not becoming invasive. Its evergreen leaves provide a year-round ground cover and remain green,
even in a dry summer.  After flowering, Golden groundsel can be mowed.  Its golden spring blooms make it a
favorite for early spring.  It can be part of a woodland or formal shade garden, mixing with native violets,
Hinkley columbine, White avens, Horseherb, or Lyreleaf sage.  Consider planting Golden groundsel as a
ground cover instead of Asiatic jasmine, English ivy or vinca.

Look for the NICE! Plant of the Season signs and information sheets on your next visit to a participating
North Texas nursery.  Thank you for using native plants in your landscapes.

North Central Chapter, Native Plant Society of Texas meetings are the 1st Thursday in February through
June and August through December at the Fort Worth Botanic Gardens, Deborah Beggs Moncrief Garden
Center, Orchid Room, 6:30 pm.

Plant of the Season, Sponsored by the North Central Chapter, Native Plant Society of Texas
Operation NICE! (Natives Instead of Common Exotics!) – Spring 2013

Wwwtxnativeplants.org

Spring flowering perennial ground cover for shade

Photos courtesy of Mike Mizell, Cynthia
Maguire, and Christina Wasson (clockwise
from left).

Grace Bascope, Cathy Crocker, Reeta Johnson, Laura Penn, Steve Smith, Don & Debora Young

Welcome New Members Char McMorrow, Membership Chair
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Visit us on the Web
at

www.txnativeplants.org

The North Central Texas

NPSOT News
is a monthly publication of
the North Central Chapter of
the Native Plant Society of
Texas.

For changes of address
or information about
contributing to the
newsletter, please contact
the newsletter editor.

The deadline for submitting
articles for inclusion in the
newsletter is the 15th of
every preceding month.

John Darling, Editor
817-274-1077
1darling@sbcglobal.net

Join the Native Plant Society of Texas!
Become a member of the Native Plant Society of Texas. Membership is open to any
individual, family, or organization. Membership is renewable annually and extends
for a year from the date we receive your original payment. If you wish to join,
please indicate your category of membership, then clip and mail this application
with the appropriate remittance to:

Native Plant Society of Texas
PO Box 3017, Fredricksburg, TX 78624

830-997-9272

_____ Student $15
_____ Senior Individual

(65+) $20
_____ Senior Couple

(one 65+) $30
_____ Individual $25

_____ Couple/Family $40
_____ Group $50
_____ Patron $100
_____ Benefactor $250
_____ Supporting $500
_____ Corporate Sponsor $1000
_____ Lifetime $1000

Name:
Address:
City, State, Zip:
County:
Phone:
Chapter Affiliation:
e-mail:

North Central Chapter

Next Meeting

Thursday, April 4
7:00 pm

Fort Worth
Botanic Gardens

Heather Dowell

Using native &
drought-tolerant
plants in your

landscape


