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Visit us at
ncnpsot.org and

txnativeplants.org

The purpose of the Native Plant
Society of Texas is to promote the
conservation, research, and
utilization of the native plants
and plant habitats of Texas
through education, outreach and
example.

Chapter Leaders
Theresa Thomas - President
kayleetl@sbcglobal.net
Starr Krottinger - Vice President
(Programs)
Gailon Hardin - Treasurer
ghardin@flash.net
Martha Mullens- Secretary
Patti Maness- NICE! Coordinator
Frank Keeney - Communications
webmaster@txnativeplants.org
Gailon Hardin & Dawn Hancock -
Southwest Subcourthouse
Garden Leaders
Theresa Thomas & Bill Hall -
Hulen Regional Library
Garden Leader
Nancy Price - Hospitality Chair
Char McMorrow - Membership
Chair
Dawn Hancock - Parliamentarian
Molly Hollar - Molly Hollar
Wildscape Garden Leader

The President’s Corner Theresa Kay Thomas

November meeeting

Thursday, November 7, 7:00 pm
Orchid Room, Deborah Beggs Moncrief Garden Center,
Fort Worth Botanic Gardens

Bill Collins will present Texas Trees. Bill is a Master
Naturalist and was formerly with the Forest Service.

The weather has been very tough on our trees lately,
so you’ll want to learn all you can about this important
topic.

On Sunday, September 29, 2013 I got to be a small part of the
Native Plant Landscape Certification Class Level 1. We had 26
attendees and 25 of us became certifed. Thanks, NPSOT
members Gailon Hardin and Merita Knapp, who worked with
Malinda Slagle to put the day together. The Fort Worth Botanic
Garden is a great place to have the class. Several NPSOT
members attended the class, and our board has voted to
support two more classes on 3/15/14 and 4/29/14. If you
would like to volunteer, let Merita know.

On October 12 we had a very successful native plant sale.
A big thanks to Josephine Keeney as Chairperson and her
team, Gailon Hardin and Patti Maness. And thanks to every-
one who worked the sale, donated plants and purchased
plants. It was a busy day and very productive.

Native Plant Week was October 20 – 26. Our chapter cel-
ebrated in different ways. On October 2, at the SW Sub Court-
house Gailon Hardin gave a presentation. Then Gailon and
Dawn Hancock led tours in the garden for 16 visitors. On Octo-
ber 24 there were tours and presentations at the Molly Holler
Wildscape in Arlington and at SW Fort Worth Hulen Library.

This has been a busy October for the chapter. The annual
NPSOT Symposium was held in Corpus Christi on October 17-
20, and several of our members attended.

Thanks to Starr Krottinger, Josephine Keeney and the
board for a great October meeting. And thanks of course to all
our members for supporting the chapter. We have a great
bunch.
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Plant of the Month Josephine Keeney

Find more native plant information at www.texasstar.org, a forum for Texas gardeners dedicated to the
cultivation and propagation of Texas native plants.
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What a lovely and adaptable shrub
coralberry is!

Its native habitat is greatly
varied and its range is very wide-
spread, covering the Eastern U.S.
from New York to Texas. It can
grow in thickets, open woodlands,
river banks, and many other
places, but here in North Central
Texas it prefers the Post Oak
Woodlands and Savannas.

Coralberry’s average height is
one to three feet, but it can reach
six feet under favorable condi-
tions. It prefers part shade but can
live in full shade and is not picky
about soil, being able to grow well
in sand, loam, or clay.

Coralberry does not require
much water to be happy and is
able thrive with minimum water-
ing or just rainfall.

Although this shrub is decidu-
ous, it is almost evergreen as it
loses its leaves late in the season
and greens up early in the spring
with lovely lime-green leaves.
The flowers are inconspicuous but
the most outstanding feature is the berries, which hang in there through the fall and winter. That is, of
course, if the songbirds, ground birds, small mammals, and browsers who use this plant for food, let them last
that long.

This shrub makes an excellent plant around the home foundation and can be used to replace the inva-
sive nandina. Coralberry is also used  as a ground cover, and it also makes a very lovely sight when planted
in a natural setting.

Coralberry, Symphoricarpos orbiculatus
Caprifoliaceae (Honeysuckle family)
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Meeting Minutes October 3, 2013 Martha Mullens

Vice President Starr Krottinger
acted as President in the absence
of Theresa Thomas and called the
meeting to order at 6:35 pm. She
stated that this would be a very
short business meeting so that we
could proceed with the plant
exchange.

She asked if there were any
visitors and no one spoke up.
Visitors who came in later
were Lea Yancy and Ana Johnson.

Gailon Hardin, Treasurer,
reported that we have a balance of
$7301.82.

Starr Krottinger, representing
the nominating committee,
presented the slate of officers to be
voted on next month. They are:

President, Theresa Thomas; Vice
President, Martha Mullens;
Secretary, Sharon Hayes; Trea-
surer, Gailon Hardin.

Josephine Keeney, Outreach
Chairperson, reminded everyone
of our plant sale October
12 at the Botanic Garden. She had
fliers available for more informa-
tion if anyone wanted one.

Gailon reported that she and
Dawn Hancock had led a tour for
16 people of the gardens at the
Southwest Subcourthouse on
October 2 as a kickoff for the
celebration of Native Plant Week
October 20-26.

Merita Knapp reported that the
NPLC class on September 29 was a

success with 25 people receiving
their certifications for Level 1.

At 6:45 Josephine Keeney
explained how the plant swap
works. First, everyone draws a
number. Then, in order, members
present a brief description of the
plant(s) they brought. After that,
according to their numbers,
members pick a plant from the
center or steal one that another
person picked previously. Any one
plant can only be stolen twice
(have 3 owners). It proved to be a
fun and informative program.

Thanks to Patti Maness for the
refreshments. There was no raffle.
Starr dismissed at 8:15.

Oh, my! We are worn out but very
happy!

The day started with a rainy
forcast, but we were fortunate that
it didn’t rain at all. Actually, it got
rather hot.

We delivered plants on Friday
in spite of a horrendous traffic jam
on I-30. Three very kind people
helped me deliver my plants with
their pickup trucks: Jim Maness,
Bob Poppelriter, and Alan
Marshall. I owe you big time, guys.

Plant contributors were Gailon
Hardin, Merita Knapp, Sheila
Franklin. Patti Maness, Dagmar
Higgins and Josephine Keeney.

Sales helpers were Nancy
Price, Theresa Thomas, Dawn
Hancock, Charlene McMorrow,
Laura Penn, Bill Hall and Frank
Keeney.

NPSOT 2013 Fall Plant Sale Josephine Keeney

The coffee, water, kolaches
and snacks sustained us through
seven long hours. We all worked
together and accomplished very
good results for our chapter. We
offered 911 plants for sale and 725
were sold; that is 80% of the total.

The plant sale gave us an
opportunity to spread the message
about Texas native plants to
people who otherwise might not
know about them. Many people
were hungry for information and
asked lots of questions about what
to grow and how to do it properly.

All in all, it was a very suc-
cessful sale and a very good day!

Below left: Fresh, eager members ready for the sale. Below right: Volunteers a little worn around the edges at the end.
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Visit us on the Web
at

www.txnativeplants.org

The North Central Texas

NPSOT News
is a monthly publication of
the North Central Chapter of
the Native Plant Society of
Texas.

For changes of address
or information about
contributing to the
newsletter, please contact
the newsletter editor.

The deadline for submitting
articles for inclusion in the
newsletter is the 15th of
every preceding month.

John Darling, Editor
817-274-1077
1darling@sbcglobal.net

Join the Native Plant Society of Texas!
Become a member of the Native Plant Society of Texas. Membership is open to any
individual, family, or organization. Membership is renewable annually and extends
for a year from the date we receive your original payment. If you wish to join,
please indicate your category of membership, then clip and mail this application
with the appropriate remittance to:

Native Plant Society of Texas
PO Box 3017, Fredricksburg, TX 78624

830-997-9272

_____ Student $25
_____ Senior (65+) $25
_____ Limited Income $25
_____ Individual $35

_____ Family (2 or more) $50
_____ Patron $100
_____ Benefactor $250
_____ Supporting $500
_____ Lifetime $1000

Name:
Address:
City, State, Zip:
County:
Phone:
Chapter Affiliation:
e-mail:

North Central Chapter

Next Meeting

Thursday,
November 7

7:00 pm
Fort Worth

Botanic Gardens

Bill Collins

Texas Trees


