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Visit us at
ncnpsot.org and

txnativeplants.org

The purpose of the Native Plant
Society of Texas is to promote the
conservation, research, and
utilization of the native plants
and plant habitats of Texas
through education, outreach and
example.

Chapter Leaders
Theresa Thomas - President
kayleetl@sbcglobal.net
Martha Mullens - Vice President
(Programs)
Gailon Hardin - Treasurer
ghardin@flash.net
Sharon Hayes - Secretary
Patti Maness- NICE! Coordinator
Frank Keeney - Communications
webmaster@txnativeplants.org
Gailon Hardin & Dawn Hancock -
Southwest Subcourthouse
Garden Leaders
Theresa Thomas & Bill Hall -
Hulen Regional Library
Garden Leader
Nancy Price - Hospitality Chair
Char McMorrow - Membership
Chair
Dawn Hancock - Parliamentarian
Molly Hollar - Molly Hollar
Wildscape Garden Leader

April meeeting
Thursday, April 3, 6:30 pm
Orchid Room, Deborah Beggs Moncrief Garden C enter,
Fort Worth Botanic Gardens

The Ecological Importance of Ants

Presented by Ann Mayo

Although many of us probably have encountered ants as pest
species — in our kitchens or as the invasive red imported fire
ant — ants are critical to the function and health of all terres-
trial ecosystems. In fact, they are often considered more impor-
tant than earthworms. I will present a survey of the ecological
roles of ants high lighting some specific examples including
insights from my local research. Come find out how ants may
be particularly beneficial to plants, learn about the three spe-
cies of mini trap jaw ants in the Fort Worth Nature Center,
and help me with an ant puzzle or two.

Thanks to everyone who worked at the Fort Worth Home and
Garden Show. From the reports I received it was another
great weekend. The chapter has been contacted by various
organizations this year to have a booth or table; some we were
unable to participate in having already committed to other
opportunities.

On March 15 the our chapter sponsored the Native Land-
scape Plant Level 1 Certification Class, which was completely
booked in 3 weeks. Malinda Slagle and Sandy Fountain were
our speakers and they did a super job. We learned about 50
native plants among many other things. Level 2 is coming up
on April 19 and it is completely booked with a waiting list.
Carol Feldman will be our speaker. This class will focus on
design of a native plant garden, and everyone will learn about
50 more plants.

What great attendance we had at our March meeting: 44
members and guests. The room was almost overflowing.
Thank you all for coming. The refreshments, raffle and pro-
gram were great.

Please remember the plant sale 4-5-14 and if you have
any plants to donate to the sale, let Josephine Keeney know
as soon as possible.
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Plant of the Month Josephine Keeney

Find more native plant information at www.texasstar.org, a forum for Texas gardeners dedicated to the
cultivation and propagation of Texas native plants.
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Pink evening-primrose, Oenothera speciosa

The President’s Corner continued from page 1

Since the weather is changing,
the gardens that the chapter
supports will return to having
their regular workdays.

Southwest Sub - Courthouse:
Second Saturdays and last
Wednesdays starting at 9:00 am.
Coordinators are Gailon Hardin
and Dawn Hancock.

SW Hulen Library:
Second Thursday of the month
starting at 9:00 am.
Coordinators are Bill Hall and
Theresa Thomas.

The Wildscape at Veterans Park,
Arlington:
Every Wednesday starting at 9:00
am and the first Saturday of the
month starting at 9:00 am.
Coordinator is Molly Hollar.

Please come out and work
along with us. There is always
something to learn about native
plants and how to maintain them.

This lovely flower is a sprawling
perennial about 18 inches tall.

Pink evening-primrose is a
very easy to grow plant, is drought
resistant and will cover large
areas with beautiful pink flowers
waving in the breeze.

It can be used as a ground
cover in wildflower gardens and
once planted it is there to stay.

The seed is very fine and
should be scattered on prepared
smooth soil in the fall. Sometimes
it is not necessary to plant the
seed; the wind or birds will do the
job for you.

Pink evening-primrose is a
very widespread species that can
be found over a very large area of 
Texas. It blooms from March
through July, going dormant in
summer.

Considered one of the most
beloved spring flowers in Texas,
pink evening-primrose together
with bluebonnet, Indian paint-
brush, Coreopsis and Indian
blanket, presents a most stunning
sight along Texas highways,
prairies, meadows, and woodland
edges.
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What it takes to put on a show Dawn Hancock

Home and garden shows, because
they are heavily attended by the
public, are prime events for North
Central Chapter to educate the
public about the great advantages
of Texas native plants in the
landscape and on large land
holdings to both long-time Texans
and recent arrivals. These shows
are also events that require the
chapter to pull together to con-
vince John Q. Public to use Texas
native plants in their yards or to
conserve them on their ranches
or ranchettes. If you have not
taken the opportunity to volunteer
at a home and garden show, here
is the lowdown on what we have to
do to be successful.

Dawn Hancock, Events Coordi-
nator for North Central Chapter,
first enters our chapter into the
show by contacting a very nice
person who says, “Great. Since
you are a 501 (c)(3) organization,
you get a ten foot by ten foot space
for free! Just don’t complain about
where you end up on the floor.”

Actually, all of us not-for-profit
organizations are on the back
wall. But at least we were not by
the puppies this year.

Dawn Hancock enlists the aid
of chapter members to show up at
the event to share our knowledge.
A three-day show requires about
16 members to staff the NPSOT
space. So large kudos to these
members who gave at least three
hours of their time: Vickie Brady,
Lena Goff, Bill Hall (numerous
hours), Frank and Josephine
Keeney, Jim and Patti Maness,
Laura Penn, Meina Sargeant, and
Alan Winter.

For these shows our chapter
uses a unique setup called the
“lemonade stand” that was built by
Randy Aldefer, now deceased.
Someone has to transport the
stand in pieces and set it up. This

calls for a trailer and strong arms.
Enter Jim Maness, with his pick-
up and trailer. Jim, with the help
of his wife, Patti and other strong
arms (usually Tom Hancock, not a
member, but pressed into service
by his wife), drive to the venue,
which is the Fort Worth Conven-
tion Center, unload the lemonade
stand, put it together, and set up
in our designated space.

So what does our chapter have
to entice the public besides the
lemonade stand? Here again
members have to pull together to
have a magnet of sorts to stop
people as they wander past our
booth space.

Josephine Keeney, a gifted
gardener and photographer, has
many pictures of her native
plants that she has transferred to
a thumb drive. Our chapter also
has a Digiframe to show these
lovely pictures on a continuous
loop. So that slows folks down as
they pass our booth. We also try to
have some examples of Texas
native plants on display. At this
show it was a basket of pi-
necones, possumhaw branches,
coralberry branches, and yaupon
holly.  These were provided by
Gailon Hardin and Dawn Hancock.

If we get an interested cus-
tomer, what do we have to offer?
Here again our chapter members
through their efforts share knowl-
edge of Texas native plants.
Gailon Hardin keeps us well
supplied with our “list,” the Rec-
ommended List of Native Plants for
Landscape Use in North Central
Texas (edited by Gailon and Hel-
ena van Heinigen), with our
“bible,” Native Texas Plants: Land-
scaping Region by Region by Sally
and Andy Wasowski, and with
copies of ‘Yellow peril’ threatens
wildflowers by Marilyn Sallee,
which tells the story of the inva-
sive bastard cabbage. Membership
brochures supplied by the state
organization are available, and at
this show we also provided regis-
tration forms for upcoming classes
of the Native Landscaping Certifi-
cation Program for Levels 1 and 2.
These were developed almost
overnight by Merita Knapp.

You get thirsty doing this sort
of stuff and Gailon always provides
a cooler of water for us. We get
tired too, so she sends along her
garden bench, a stool, and a folding
chair. At this point I hope you are
getting my drift: We need lots and

continued on page 4
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lots of members each doing their
part to pull these shows off.

Now with a picture in your
mind of the booth space, what
actually happens when we “catch”
someone? The volunteer springs
into action telling the story of the
benefits of Texas native plants:
Most need minimal water, few if
any pesticides, and very little in
the way of soil amendments. The
volunteer gives them our list,
pointing out how easy it is to use
and, noting on the backside, the

list of NICE! nurseries. If more
interest is generated, the volun-
teer invites the person to take a
membership brochure and to sign
up for our monthly meeting
announcement and newsletter.
We answer questions like, “My
yard is shady. What can I use?” or,
“I live on hard clay. What can I
use?” And here is where I have to
offer extra kudos to more recent
members Lena Goff, Laura Penn,
Meina Sargeant, and Alan Winter.
This show was their first or sec-

ond, but still they courageously
stepped forward to staff the booth
and answer questions. Three days
later, North Central Chapter had
given away all the membership
brochures, sold four books, got the
names of several attendees for our
meeting announcements, had at
least 48 people show interest in
Landscaping with Natives classes,
and talked to loads of people. Then
we sent all of our visitors home
with a wildflower seed packet gift.
THANK YOU, VOLUNTEERS.

The Texas A&M AgriLife Research and Extension Center – Dallas is pleased to announce Rainwater Univer-
sity 2014. Rainwater University will have presentations and hands-on training from rainwater harvesting
experts from around the country. From constructing a 55- gallon rain barrel or small home system; designing
and installing large commercial rainwater collection systems above and below ground; understanding how to
irrigate from your cistern. This event has it all. Sign up for one day or all three, daily topics outlined below.

April 16, 2014
• Small and Large Scale Residential Collection Systems (55 to 2,000 gallon)

• Irrigating with collected rainwater – with or without a pump

April 17, 2014
• Large Scale Commercial Systems (10,000 gallons +)

• Underground and Above Ground Collection Systems

• Non-potable and Potable Uses of Rainwater

• Installing an Irrigations System from your Rainwater Harvesting System

April 18, 2014
• Low Impact Development – Green Roofs and Rain Gardens

• Stormwater Protection

• LEED credits for Water Conservation

• EPA WaterSense Program

Cost $75 per day, includes program materials and lunch

American Rainwater Collection System Association (ARCSA) Trainings
ARCSA Accredited Professional (AP) Training: April 14-15, 2014 $395.00
ARCSA Design and Construction Workshop: April 16-17, 2014 $395.00
ARCSA Inspection Specialist (IS) Program: April 18, 2014 $195.00
Texas Rainwater Catchment Association (TRCA) Annual Meeting Saturday, April 19, 2014

Register online at http://dallas.tamu.edu/courses
Texas A&M AgriLife Research and Extension Center - Dallas, 17360 Coit Road, Dallas, TX 75252

For more information Contact Dotty Woodson d-woodson@tamu.edu 972.952.9688

What it takes to put on a show continued from page 3

Rainwater University 2014
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Visit us on the Web
at

www.txnativeplants.org

The North Central Texas

NPSOT News
is a monthly publication of
the North Central Chapter of
the Native Plant Society of
Texas.

For changes of address
or information about
contributing to the
newsletter, please contact
the newsletter editor.

The deadline for submitting
articles for inclusion in the
newsletter is the 15th of
every preceding month.

John Darling, Editor
817-274-1077
1darling@sbcglobal.net

Join the Native Plant Society of Texas!
Become a member of the Native Plant Society of Texas. Membership is open to any
individual, family, or organization. Membership is renewable annually and extends
for a year from the date we receive your original payment. If you wish to join,
please indicate your category of membership, then clip and mail this application
with the appropriate remittance to:

Native Plant Society of Texas
PO Box 3017, Fredricksburg, TX 78624

830-997-9272

_____ Student $25
_____ Senior (65+) $25
_____ Limited Income $25
_____ Individual $35

_____ Family (2 or more) $50
_____ Patron $100
_____ Benefactor $250
_____ Supporting $500
_____ Lifetime $1200

Name:
Address:
City, State, Zip:
County:
Phone:
Chapter Affiliation:
e-mail:

North Central Chapter

Next Meeting

Thursday,
April 3

7:00 pm
Fort Worth

Botanic Gardens

Ann Mayo

The Ecological
Importance of Ants



NPSOT SPRING 
Native Plant Sale
North Central Chapter
Native Plant Society of Texas

Sale Features
The sale features a large variety of plant species 
grown organically by our Chapter Members, 
including: Ground Covers Perennials, Shrubs, 
Vines and Trees.

• Grown from local seeds
• Better adapted to our climate
• Low requirement for water
• No need for pesticides or fertilizers

When: 	Saturday, April 5, 2014

Where: Fort Worth Botanic Garden
3220 Botanic Garden Blvd.
Fort Worth, TX

Map: 	 See back side.

Time: 	 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Other: 	 See our website for more information 
about native plants and our organization:                             

www.txnativeplants.org
See the list of Plants on Backside.

Chocolate Daisy

False Dragonhead

http://www.thewildscape.org
http://www.thewildscape.org


List of Plants for the Spring Sale
Autmn Sage -White, Salvia greggii
Autumn Sage -Red, Salvia greggii
Brazos Penstemon, Penstemon tenuis
Carolina Phlox, Phlox carolina
Cedar Sage, Salvia roemeriana
Chile Pequin, Capsicum annum
Chocolate Daisy, Berlandiera lyrata
Columbine -Yellow, Aquilegia chrysantha
Coral Honeysuckle, Lonicera sempervirens
Coralberry, Symohoricarpus orbiculatus
Crossvine, Bignonia capreolata
Desert Willow, Chilopsis linearis
Drummond's Aster, Aster drummondii
Elderberry, Sambucus canadensis
False Willow, Baccharis neglecta
False Dragonhead, Physostegia digitalis
Flame Acanthus, Anisacanthus guadrifidus var. wrightii
Frostweed, Verbesina virginica
Gaura, Gaura lindheimeri
Golden Groundsel, Packera obovata
Goldenrod, Solidago canadensis
Greg's Mistflower, Conoclinium greggii
Heartleaf Skullcap, Scutellaria ovata
Heath Aster, Symphyotrichum ericoides
Horseherb, Calyptocapus vialis
Inland seaoats, Chasmanthium latifolium
Lanceleaf Coreopsis, Coreopsis lanceolata
Lousiana Iris, Iris ssp.
Lyreleaf Sage, Salvia lyrata
Mealy Blue Sage, Salvia farinacea
Mexican Hat, Ratibida columnifera
Mexican Plum, Prunus mexicana

www.txnativeplants.org
This sale is part of the 

Fort Worth Botanical Society’s 
Biannual Plant Sale

Plant Sale Location: The plant sale is located at the back side of the Botanic Gardens. Exit north from Interstate 30 on 
Montgomery Street. Look for the huge Plant Sale signs on the the right. It is only a short distance from the exit.

Prairie Phlox, Phlox pilosa
Purple Coneflower, Echinacea purpurea
Purple Fall Aster, Aster oblongifolius
Rockrose, Pavonia lasiopetala
Rose Vervain, Glandularia canadensis
Roughleaf Dogwood, Cornus drummondii
Scarlet Sage, Salvia coccinea
Seep Muhly, Muhlenbergia riverchonii
Spiderwort, Tradescantia occidentalis
Spineless Prickly Pear, Opuntia ellisiana
Sundrops,  Calylophus berlandieri
Texas Mountail Laurel, Sophora secundiflora
Toothache Tree, Zanthoxylum hirsutum
Turks Cap -Red, Malvaviscus drummondii var.wrightii
Western Ironweed, Vernonia baldwinii
White Avens, Geum canadense
White Yarrow, Achillea millefolium
Wild Violet, Viola sororia
Willowleaf Aster, Symphyotrichum praealtum
Willowleaf Sunflower, Hilianthus salicifolius
Winecup -Red, Callirohoe involuncrata
Zexmenia, Wedlelia texana

http://www.thewildscape.org
http://www.thewildscape.org

