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Visit us at
ncnpsot.org and

txnativeplants.org

The purpose of the Native Plant
Society of Texas is to promote the
conservation, research, and
utilization of the native plants
and plant habitats of Texas
through education, outreach and
example.

Chapter Leaders
Theresa Thomas - President
kayleetl@sbcglobal.net
Martha Mullens - Vice President
(Programs)
Gailon Hardin - Treasurer
ghardin@flash.net
Vacant - Secretary
Patti Maness- NICE! Coordinator
Frank Keeney - Communications
webmaster@txnativeplants.org
Gailon Hardin & Dawn Hancock -
Southwest Subcourthouse
Garden Leaders
Theresa Thomas & Bill Hall -
Hulen Regional Library
Garden Leader
Nancy Price - Hospitality Chair
Char McMorrow - Membership
Chair
Dawn Hancock - Parliamentarian
Molly Hollar - Molly Hollar
Wildscape Garden Leader

May meeeting
Thursday, May 1, 6:30 pm

Orchid Room,
Deborah Beggs Moncrief Garden C enter,

Fort Worth Botanic Gardens

Mansfield’s Oliver Nature Park

Presented by Sam Kieschnick
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Plant of the Month Josephine Keeney

Find more native plant information at www.texasstar.org, a forum for
Texas gardeners dedicated to the cultivation and propagation of
Texas native plants.
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Texas bluebonnet, Lupinus texensisThis beautiful annual of the family
Fabaceae is the most recognized
Texas native wildflower. Its fame is
well deserved, for in April and into
May it blankets fields and roadsides
in gorgeous shades of blue.

Mothers with their children as
well as glamour girls, engaged
couples, and brides come to have
their picture taken surrounded by
a blanket of blooms. Their classic
Texas photographs hold beautiful
memories that last a lifetime.

People who have never seen a
bluebonnet are astounded at its
beauty, and artists compete to
capture the beauty of a field full of
bluebonnets surrounded by mighty
oaks.

The Sandyland bluebonnet,
Lupinus subcarnosus, became the
Texas State Flower in 1901, and in
1971 the State Legislature made all
other bluebonnets the State Flower.

Since that time Lupinus texensis
has become the most popular and
beloved of all the Texas bluebonnets.
Four additional species were
included in 1971:
Texas bluebonnet, Lupinus texensis
Big Bend bluebonnet, Lupinus havardi
(endemic to Texas)
Dune bluebonnet, Lupinus plattensis 
Bajada bluebonnet, Lupinus
concinnus

The following are also Texas
bluebonnets:
Tailcup lupine, Lupinus caudatus
and Lupinus caudatus ssp.
argophyllus
Orcutt’s lupine, Lupinus concinnus
ssp. orcuttii
Sundial lupine, Lupinus perennis
and Lupinus perennis ssp. gracilis
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Meeting Minutes April 3, 2014 Martha Mullens

Theresa Thomas, President, called
the meeting to order at 6:45 pm.
She asked anyone who had not
signed in to sign in. She
announced there would not be a
sale of raffle tickets, but rather a
drawing for door prizes from the
names on the sign-in sheet.
Theresa asked if there were any
guests. Gailon Hardin introduced
her friend, Sandy Johnson.

New Business
Gailon Hardin, Treasurer, stated
that the balance as of March 31
was $7401.62.

Patti Maness reported that the
field trip to Oliver Nature Park in
Mansfield was a success. Twenty-
five adults and three dogs
attended. Sam Kieschnick led the
tour of the facility. Participants
were treated to a synopsis of the
park’s goals, projects, and sights,
including wildflowers and rock
formations. Photos of the people
and park were taken by Patti’s
husband, Jim, which he will share
with those interested.
Sam is recording his research on
the park on a Web site called
iNaturalist.org. He encouraged all
of us to use it also. Patti handed
out an information sheet about
the Web site.

Dawn Hancock, events Chair-
person, reported that the Marshall
Grain Event on March 22-23 was
not as successful as hoped due to
rainy, cold, and windy weather.
Also, the location of the booth next
to dog rescue groups was not ideal.
Dawn thanked Theresa Thomas,
Vicki Brady, and Laura Penn for
their help with the booth.

Dawn also mentioned Prairie
Day, May 3, at BRIT. Our organiza-
tion is to set up a table with
brochures about NPSOT and
provide activities for children.
Also, two or three members will be
leading walks around the facility
to identify plants. Volunteers are
needed for both activities, so she

sent around a sign-up sheet.
Molly Hollar reminded every-

one of Walk on the Wild Side
scheduled April 10 at the
Wildscape. About 90 fourth graders
are expected. Volunteers are
needed.

Dawn also asked for volunteers
to help with the booth at Buffalo
Boogie on May 10.

Hester Schwarzer asked if
anyone is going to the state
symposium April 26. She
wants to share a ride there.

Jo Anne Collins asked every-
one to keep her in mind as she
tries to persuade her principal on
April 4 at 8:40 am to let the 4th
grade class have a field trip to
Tandy Hills and the Alice Carlson
butterfly garden in May.

Dawn reminded everyone
about Prairie Fest at Tandy Hills
on April 26. She stressed that it is
fun for adults and children and
activities are free. There are
nature walks, bands, food, bag pipe
corps, artists, vendors, and food.
She needs volunteers to staff the
booth.

Laura Penn announced a State
of the Prairie Conference coming
to Fort Worth, May 29-June 1. It is
sponsored by the Native Prairie
Association in conjunction with
the Coastal Prairie Partnership.

Thursday, May 29, participants
will select a tour of a local prairie,
such as Tandy Hills, Lewisville,
Fort Worth Nature Center,
Weatherford, etc. Friday and
Saturday, May 30-31, there will be
seminars all day at the Fort Worth
Botanic Garden. Sunday, June 1,
will feature a free tour of the Fort
Worth Prairie Park. For more
information on the prairie tours,
topics of the sessions, and fees
visit the Web site at http://
prairiepartner.org/page/2014-sop-
conference.

Josephine Keeney reported
that the plant sale scheduled
Saturday, April 5 at the Fort Worth
Botanic Garden is on track. People
may bring plants on Friday at 1:00
pm. Workers need to be at FWBG
Saturday by 7:30-8:00 to help set
up. The sale is from 9:00 am to
2:00 pm.

Theresa Thomas asked for
help on a membership committee
in case Char McMorrow couldn’t be
at the meetings. Three members
volunteered.

Martha Mullens explained the
new project with the Native Land-
scape Certification Program for
building a herbarium of dried
plants to be used in the classes
and asked for volunteers to help
collect plants from their proper-
ties.

Martha introduced the
speaker, Ann Mayo, who has spent
five years studying Pogo ants,
mainly at the Fort Worth Nature
Center. Her research will be used
for her doctorate. She has had a
life-long interest in nature, with
her first interest being spiders.
Her presentation was The Ecologi-
cal Importance of Ants.

After the program, Theresa
called out numbers for the win-
ners of eight door prizes.

She dismissed the meeting at
7:45 pm.
We wish to thank Laura Penn for
the refreshments.

Respectfully submitted by
Martha Mullens, Vice President.
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May Field Trip Patti Maness  Photos by Jim Maness

Bill and Nancy Mastin have generously offered to host a field trip to their home on Sunday, June 1 from 4
till 6 pm.

Bill and Nancy live on a two-acre lot and have recently added 7000 sq feet of native plants. Bill will show
us their rainwater harvesting system with plans to collect 9000 gallons of water. They also have a green-
house of orchids.
 
There will be a sign-up sheet at our May meeting or you can  RSVP to
Patti Maness
jim.maness@sbcglobal.net
817-275-0477

The field trip to Oliver Nature
Park in Mansfield on Sunday,
March 30th was a success.
 Twenty-five adults and three dogs
attended.

The weather was perfect. Sam
Kieschnick guided us along a 1-
mile path that circles the park. A
few of the highlights were the
wildflower area where the blueb-
onnets were in full bloom, the tree
house overlook of Walnut Creek,
and the 1930s restored windmill.
Participants were treated to a
synopsis of the park’s goals and
projects; one of which is a nature
center.

Sam is using iNaturlist.org to
map his findings in the park and
he encouraged everyone to use
the Web site. iNaturalist.org is a
site where you can record what
you see in nature, meet other
nature lovers, and learn about the
natural world.   

June Field Trip
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The NPSOT Spring Plant Sale took
place on April 5 and was a great
success!

In spite of a very cold and
erratic winter that kept our plants
from growing and developing as
usual, we managed to pull it off
and have a wonderful sale.
Many people went home very
happy to have found the native
plants that are hard to find at the
nurseries.

NPSOT Spring Plant Sale Josephine Keeney

I am especially grateful for the
help I received from Jim and Patti
Maness and Bob Poppelrieter in
helping me deliver my plants to
the Botanic Garden on Friday.
Special thanks to Gailon Hardin,
Patti Maness, Dawn Hancock,
Laura Penn, Sheila Franklin,
Suzanne Tuttle, Merita Knap,
Vicky Brady and Bill Mastin for
their plant contributions.

What a day we had! Lots of
work and excitement with lots of

advance preparation and a big
rush to get everything in place
before opening time.

Sale helpers were: Theresa
Thomas, Gailon Hardin, Dawn
Hancock, Patti Maness, Sheila
Frankling, Vicky Brady, Dagmar
Higgings, Frank Keeney, Bill Hall
and Otto Witt.

We worked hard the entire
time and basically sold all our
stock — it was amazing. Another
mission accomplished.

Welcome New Members
Harvey and Tammy Holden

Bill and Margaret Shaw

Thanks to all renewing members
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The second quarterly meeting of
the State Board of the Native Plant
Society of Texas met at the Heard
Museum in McKinney, Texas.

Of interest to North Central
Chapter was discussion that
occurred concerning the use of
money sitting in chapter bank
accounts. It was noted that several
chapters have large bank
accounts, but as 501(c)(3) organi-
zations, most of that money should
be used to support other entities
whose mission coincides with that
of NPSOT.

After setting aside enough
money to meet chapter needs for
one or two years, the remaining
money should be used to fulfill the
mission of the Native Plant Soci-
ety of Texas. The mission states:
The purpose of the Native Plant
Society of Texas is to promote
research, conservation and utili-
zation of native plants and plant
habitats through education,
outreach and example. These are
a few of the causes that were
mentioned that could use mon-
etary support: Bring Back the

Monarchs to Texas, finishing and
publishing the Flora of East Texas
by the Botanical Research Insti-
tute of Texas, and contributions to
the state organization to hire an
Executive Director as outlined in
the Strategic Plan for the State
organization.

During lunch, members were
encouraged to walk some of the
trails of the Heard Museum.

I chose the Wood Duck trail
which is a 1½ mile boardwalk over
the wetlands area. We were
promised prothonotary warblers
and, true enough, the warblers
were there, plus one sleepy
Canada goose. Looking down into
the clear waters, I saw red-eared
sliders aplenty and the heavy
black bodies of bullfrog tadpoles.

I urge you to take a trip to the
Heard Museum, especially since
Highway 121 construction is
completed.

At the completion of the busi-
ness meeting, Kathy Henderson
from Williamson County Chapter
gave a PowerPoint presentation on
establishing demonstration gar-

dens. What I found useful in this
presentation was the importance
of education for both the chapter
and the clients for whom the
gardens were established.

The chapter learned that
“wildscapes” around public librar-
ies were not appreciated by library
visitors. The new library’s garden
featured a designed space using
native plants and was well
received by library patrons.

One garden was less public — a
landfill — and the contractor had
his heart set on keeping vitex and
crepe myrtles. The chapter worked
with him, keeping those plants in
the garden design, but after seeing
the performance of the native
plants in a hard drought, the
contractor changed his mind and
removed vitex and crepe myrtle.

The chapter learned that the
soft sell is the better sell.

This presentation is online at
the State Web site in the Chapter
Tool Chest page under the Mem-
bers Only tab. The Tool Chest has
many items of use to chapters in
invigorating chapters, attracting
and retaining members.

Notes from the State Board Meeting April 19, 2014 Dawn Hancock

Scenes from the Heard Museum: Left,  prairie hyacinth, center, wetland area, right, baptisia.
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Visit us on the Web
at

www.txnativeplants.org

The North Central Texas

NPSOT News
is a monthly publication of
the North Central Chapter of
the Native Plant Society of
Texas.

For changes of address
or information about
contributing to the
newsletter, please contact
the newsletter editor.

The deadline for submitting
articles for inclusion in the
newsletter is the 15th of
every preceding month.

John Darling, Editor
817-274-1077
1darling@sbcglobal.net

Join the Native Plant Society of Texas!
Become a member of the Native Plant Society of Texas. Membership is open to any
individual, family, or organization. Membership is renewable annually and extends
for a year from the date we receive your original payment. If you wish to join,
please indicate your category of membership, then clip and mail this application
with the appropriate remittance to:

Native Plant Society of Texas
PO Box 3017, Fredricksburg, TX 78624

830-997-9272

_____ Student $25
_____ Senior (65+) $25
_____ Limited Income $25
_____ Individual $35

_____ Family (2 or more) $50
_____ Patron $100
_____ Benefactor $250
_____ Supporting $500
_____ Lifetime $1200

Name:
Address:
City, State, Zip:
County:
Phone:
Chapter Affiliation:
e-mail:

North Central Chapter

Next Meeting

Thursday,
May 1

7:00 pm
Fort Worth

Botanic Gardens

Sam Kieschnick

Mansfield’s
Oliver Nature Park


