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The President’s Corner Theresa Kay Thomas 

Visit us at  
ncnpsot.org and  
txnativeplants.org 

August Meeting 
 

Thursday, August 7, 2014, 6:30 pm 
Orchid Room, Deborah Briggs Moncrief Garden Center 

Fort Worth Botanic Gardens 
 

The Fort Worth Zoo and the Texas Horned Lizard 
Presented by Diane Barber, 

Curator of Ectotherms, Fort Worth Zoo 

The iconic Texas horned lizard has disappeared throughout North 
Central Texas, and a reintroduction program is being conducted to 
determine effective methods for recovery. Since 2011, the FWZ has 
released captive-hatched lizards onto a private property in Parker 
County and herpetological staff has monitored their activities using 
radio telemetry. The Fort Worth Zoo is one of a few zoos in the 
country to work with this species and is a leader in its captive hus-
bandry and management.  
 
Diane Barber has been in the zoo profession for 30 years and over-
sees a large, diverse herpetological collection at the Fort Worth Zoo. 
Directly contributing to the recovery of species of concern is the 
most rewarding part of her job.    

Hope that everyone is having a great summer and has been 
able to take some vacation time during July and now you are 
ready to enjoy the upcoming meetings and events of NPSOT.  
     The Home and Garden Show is coming up on August 16-
17. I am sure Dawn will have a signup sheet at the August 
meeting. Oh, don’t forget to come and be a part of the meet-
ing on the 7th. We always have a great time. 
     Something new: We now have a NPSOT North Central 
Chapter Facebook page. If you are a Facebook subscriber, go 
to the page and like it. There are currently 43 likes. Sandy 
Fountain set it up and is doing a great job. There have been 
some interesting questions and information posted. 
     Our fall plant sale will be on October 11 at the Botanic 
Gardens, so we all need to be working on what plants we 
want to donate to the sale. Please contact Josephine Keeney if 
you have any questions. 
     The October meeting will be the plant swap, and in  
December we will have our holiday party at the regular meet-
ing date and time. More information will be coming. 
     These are just a few happenings, so stay tuned. 

Chapter Leaders 
Theresa Thomas—President 

kayleet@sbcglobal.net 
 Martha Mullens—Vice President 

(Programs) 

Gailon Hardin—Treasurer 

ghardin@flash.net 
Vacant—Secretary 
Patti Maness—NICE! Coordinator 

Frank Keeney—Communications 

webmaster@txnativeplants.org 
Gailon Hardin & Dawn Hancock— 

Southwest Subcourthouse 

Garden Leaders 
Theresa Thomas & Bill Hall— 

Hulen Regional Library 

Garden Leaders 

Nancy Price—Hospitality Chair 

Char McMurrow Membership 

Chair 
Dawn Hancock—Parlimentarian 

Molly Hollar—Molly Hollar Wild-

scape Garden Leader 
 
The purpose of the Native 
Plant Society of Texas is to 
promote the conservation, 
research, and utilization of 
the native plants and plant 
habitats of Texas through 
education, outreach, and  
example. 
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Plant of the Month Josephine Keeney 

Heartleaf Skullcap, Scutellaria ovata 
Lamiaceae ( Mint Family ) 

Find more native plant information at www.texasstar.org, a forum for Texas gardeners  
dedicated to the cultivation and propagation of Texas native plants. 

Heartleaf skullcap is an 
unusual little-known 
plant that should be pro-
moted and used more  
often. 
     It reaches a height of 
about two feet and has 
thick, soft, velvety heart-
shaped leaves that give 
rise to the many flowering 
spikes arising from the 
center of the main stem. 
    Heartleaf skullcap 
blooms from late spring 
to early summer. The 
flowers, which last for 
about two months, are 
streaked with beautiful 
shades of blue and have 
the typical skullcap 
shape. 
     It spreads by fleshy 
roots and can fill a space 
in a short time, making it 
a good plant for hard to 
fill areas. 
     One unusual feature 
about this plant is that it 
shuts down in the heat of 
summer, and even if 
given water, it goes dor-
mant and comes back in 
late fall, remaining green 
through the winter. 
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Meeting Minutes: May 1, 2014 Martha Mullins 

    time is not definite. Sandy 
Fountain has volunteered to 
lead the plant walk around 
the Botanic Gardens for that 
class.  
     She stated that she was 
working with Martha Mullens 
to put together a  
herbarium for the NLCP. 
     Martha Mullens, Vice 
President, introduced the 
speaker, Sam Kieschnick at  
7:00 pm. His topic was the 
Oliver Nature Park in Mans-
field where he is the nature 
education specialist. He  
focused on nature education 
and highlighted the features 
of the park and its diverse 
native plant community. At 
present, 230 species have 
been documented. 
     At 7:40 pm Theresa  
announced the drawing of 
the raffle tickets. 
     Thirtyone members and 2 
visitors attended. 
     Respectfully submitted by 
Martha Mullens, VP, acting 
as Secretary 

Theresa Thomas, President, 
called the meeting to order at 
6:40pm and asked that visi-
tors introduce themselves. 
     Visitors were Ira Mitchell 
and Diane Pierce. Ira is 
studying the historical use of 
native plants between 1840 
and 1880. Each visitor was 
given a free raffle ticket. 
     Theresa thanked Patti 
Maness and Nancy Price for 
bringing refreshments. 
     Gailon Hardin, Treasurer, 
stated that our balance as of 
April 30 is $6851.62,  
and we have a check for 
$3131.60 from the Fort 
Worth Botanic Garden for  
our plant sale. Theresa 
thanked Josephine Keeney 
for coordinating the event. 
     Dawn Hancock, Events      
Chairperson, asked for vol-
unteers to help with Prairie  
Day at BRIT on May 3. Char 
McMorrow will set up a table 
there for kids to make butter-
flies from coffee filters. She 
showed us examples, ex-
plained how to make them, 
and how she would display 
them when finished. Dawn 
stated that brochures for the 
Native Plant Society, a rec-
ommended plant list, a list  
of invasive plants, and mon-
arch butterfly bookmarks 
would be passed out to  
adults. She needs 3 members 
to lead plant walks at 8:00 
am, 11:00 am, and 1:00 pm. 
She passed around a signup 
sheet for volunteers. 
     Dawn also mentioned 
Buffalo Boogie at the Fort 
Worth Nature Center and  

Refuge on May 10. Three  
tables will be set up for chil-
dren' activities, according to 
Hester Schwarzer, President 
of CTMN, and Sandy Foun-
tain will be helping with one. 
Dawn needs volunteers to 
help with the NCNPSOT  
booth. Mary Sanford volun-
teered. Hester mentioned 
that volunteers would  
receive a free tee shirt. Dawn 
stated that volunteers get 
into the event free of  
charge. 
     Patti Maness, Field Trip 
Chairperson, reminded mem-
bers of the next field  
Trip on June 1 from 4:00 to 
6:00 pm, to Bill MMastin's 
property where he has  
7000 square feet of native 
plants and does rainwater 
harvesting. She sent a  
sign-up sheet around for 
those interested. Bill made 
some comments about his 
plants and what he is plan-
ning to do. He said that he 
was inspired by a talk that 
Gailon Hardin gave 2 years 
ago about native plants and 
a talk by Dottie Woodsen on 
rainwater harvesting. 
     Theresa asked for anyone 
interested in the Secretary 
position see her after the  
Meeting; Sharon Hayes has 
resigned due to demands of 
her job. 
     Merita Knapp reported 
that the Native Landscape 
Certification Program Level  
2 class on April 19, Design-
ing with Native Plants, went 
very well. A Level 3 class is 
planned for the fall, but the 
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NICE! Plant of the Season 

Pavonia (Rock Rose), 

Pavonia lasiopetala: Small 

perennial shrub with rose 

blooms that attracts hum-

mingbirds 

   
Description: Pavonia 
(Pavonia lasiopetala) is native 

to south, central and west 
Texas. It is a small perennial 
shrub growing 1.5 to 4 feet 
tall and 3 feet wide, with a 
woody base. It is considered 
deciduous but may be semi-
evergreen during a mild win-
ter. Its leaves are light green, 
ovate to lobed, up to 2.5 
inches long and soft and vel-
vety to the touch. Pavonia 
may be short lived (3-6 years) 
but self-sows readily. 
 
Flowers and Seeds: Pavonia 
has 5-petaled, rose-colored, 
hibiscus-like flowers, with a 
yellow column bearing the 
pistils and stamens. The 
flowers are usually 1.5 
inches wide. Pavonia flowers 
from April through November 
and its 5-lobed seed capsules 
are also attractive. The seeds 
may be collected when the 
capsule divides into separate 
units, indicating that the 
seeds are mature. 

 
Planting sites: Pavonia 
thrives in full sun and partial 
shade. It does well under  
deciduous trees where it has 
full sun in the winter and 
some shade during the sum-
mer. It is adapted for most 
soil types, but should have 
good drainage. It will not tol-
erate "wet feet." 
 
Watering Instructions: Like 
many Texas natives, Pavonia 
does not require a lot of  
water, but may need supple-
mental water during its first 
growing season. After it is 
established, it should survive 
with existing rainfall.   
  
Comments: Pavonia is an 
excellent choice for North 
Texas landscaping as it sur-
vives our summer heat. Its 

many brilliant pink-rose 
flowers add color to dry sum-
mer gardens. It attracts but-
terflies and hummingbirds.  
Consider using Pavonia  
instead of non-native Nan-
dina and Dwarf Burford or 
Chinese Hollies. It is nice in 
a garden mixed with other 
Texas natives like deep red 
Winecup (Callirhoe involu-
crata), Mealy Blue Sage 
(Salvia farinacea) or yellow 

Berlandier's Sundrops 
(Calylophus berlandieri) with 

contrasting bloom colors.     
 
Look for the NICE! Plant of 
the Season signs and infor-
mation sheets on your next 
visit to a participating North 
Texas nursery.  Thank you 
for using native plants in 
your landscapes.   
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June Field Trip Patti Maness 

On June 1st, 24 native plant 
lovers met at Bill and Nancy 
Mastin’s two-acre home site 
in Forth Worth to tour their 
garden and home.  
     Bill started with a fasci-
nating history of the prop-
erty, which was formerly a 
dairy farm. We then walked 
through the beautiful gar-
dens, an inspiring 7000 

square feet of Texas  
natives. We were amazed at 
how established they looked. 
Bill started the native plant-
ings less than two years ago, 
and it looks like they have 
been there for many years. 
     He then took us to the 
windmill and water system, 
which is a work in progress 
but w hen finished will be 

pumping 9000 gallons of  
collected water.  
     We finished the tour  
inside their 100-year-old 
home which is restored and 
decorated in the period in 
which it was built 
     It was like stepping back 
in time. Thank you, Bill and 
Nancy for sharing your gar-
den and home.   
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Meeting Minutes: June 5, 2014 Martha Mullens 

Theresa Thomas, President, 
called the meeting to order at 
6:30 pm and reminded every-
one to sign in. She called for 
visitors who identified them-
selves as: 
Betty Story, Mario Garza, 
Lynn and Patricia 
Marquardt, Richard Kurth, 
Betty Alvarado, Lea Yancy, 
and Sandra Johnson. 
New member, Bill Shaw, was 
presented a copy of the  
Wasowski book. 
     Gailon Hardin, Treasurer 
reported a balance of 
$10,132.22 at the end of 
May. 
     Theresa asked if there 
were any corrections or addi-
tions to the minutes for Feb-
ruary, March, April, or May. 
Merita Knapp said she had 
emailed some corrections for 
the May minutes to Martha 
Mullens concerning the NLCP 
program, specifically that 
Sandy Fountain would be 
mapping locations of plants 
at the Botanic Gardens and 
BRIT for the class rather 
than leading walks. Theresa 
asked for any other correc-
tions. Since there were none, 
the February, March, and 
April minutes were approved 
as written, and the May min-
utes were approved with cor-
rections. 
     Patti Maness, NICE coor-
dinator, described the NICE 
program. She said it was 
started in 2002 to enlist 
nurseries in selling native 
plants. Right now there are 9 
nurseries participating with 7 
representatives from 

NCNPSOT. Each quarter a 
plant is featured as a plant of 
the season. This time it is the 
Rock Rose. She brought a 
live plant to show, described 
its qualities. Then she con-
tributed it to the raffle. 
     Patti Maness, Field Trip 
Chairperson, reported on the 
trip to Bill Mastin's property 
on June 1. 24 people toured 
the 7000 square feet of gar-
dens, the water harvesting 
project, and the 100-year-old 
restored home.  

     Josephine Keeney noted 
that the fall plant sale will be 
on October 11 in the Fort 
Worth Botanic Gardens. She 
advised that we should start 
getting our plants ready now. 
Our spring plant sale will be 
at Redenta's Garden in  
Arlington on May 2, 2015. 
     Dawn Hancock, Events 
Chairperson, reminded us 
that the Home and Garden 
Show will be in August. She 

will be emailing members for 
volunteers since we do not 
have a meeting in July due to 
the Concerts in the Garden. 
     Theresa Thomas sent out 
a plea for someone to take 
the secretary job, at least to 
the end of this year. No one 
responded. 
     Theresa announced that 
Sandy Fountain would be 
creating a Facebook page for 
our organization. 
     Martha Mullens, VP in 
charge of programs, intro-
duced Dennis Perz, liaison 
from the state NPSOT. His 
presentation will consist of 
two parts. The first will be a 
brainstorming session with 
questions and concerns of 
the members. The second 
part is a Powerpoint presen-
tation on starting and main-
taining native plant gardens 
in three different areas. He 
presented ideas on how to 
plan for urban areas with 
and without HOAs and a  
rural one. Each had a differ-
ent type of soil, from black-
land clay to shallow 
soil over limestone. There 
was much discussion and 
participation with lots of 
questions. 
     There were 39 people  
present: 30 members and 8 
guests signed in plus the 
speaker. 
     Theresa Thomas brought 
the snacks and Nancy Price 
the beverage. 
     Respectfully submitted by 
Martha Mullens, VP, substi-
tuting as secretary 
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Workdays 

The recent Master Gardener silent auction provided Southwest Subcourthouse garden with $110 for a vegetable coldframe with 
native pollinators.  

Southwest Subcourthouse on Granbury Road in Fort Worth: second Saturday and last 
Wednesday of each month beginning at 9:00 am. Gailon Hardin in charge. 
 
Hulen Street Regional Library in Fort Worth: third Wednesday of each month beginning at 
9:00 am. Evaline Woodrey in charge. 
 
Molly Hollar Wildscape at Veterans Park in Arlington: Wednesdays, Fridays, and fourth Satur-
day of each month beginning at 8:00 am. Also, Tuesdays at the greenhouse in Randol Mill Park 
in Arlington.  

Master Gardener Silent Auction Gailon Hardin 

Welcome to Our New Members 
Sandy Moore and Jody Springer 
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Next Meeting 
 

Thursday, 
August 7 
7:00 pm 

Fort Worth  
Botanic Gardens 

 
Diane Barber 

 

The Fort Worth Zoo  
and the  

Texas Horned Lizard 

Join the Native Plant Society of Texas! 
 
Become a member of the Native Plant Society of Texas. Membership is open 
to any individual, family, or organization. Membership is renewable annually 
and extends for a year from the date we receive your original payment. If you 
wish to join, please indicate your category of membership, then clip and mail 
this application with the appropriate remittance to: 
 

Native Plant Society of Texas 
PO Box 3017, Fredricksburg, TX 78624 

  
___ Student  $25  ___ Family (2 or more) $50 

___ Senior (65+)  $25  ___ Patron  $100 

___ Limited Income $25  ___ Benefactor  $250 

___ Individual  $35  ___ Supporting  $500 

     ___ Lifetime  $1200 
 

Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: ______________________________________________________ 

County: ______________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________________________________________________ 

Chapter Affiliation: ___________________________________________________ 

E-mail: _______________________________________________________________  

North Central Chapter 

Visit us on the Web 
at 

www.txnativeplants.org 

The North Central Texas 
NPSOT News 

is a monthly publication of 
the North Central Chapter of 
the Native Plant Society of 
Texas. 
 
For changes of address or  
information about contribut-
ing to the newsletter, please 
contact the newsletter editor. 
 
The deadline for submitting 
articles for inclusion in the 
newsletter is the 15th of every 
preceding month. 
 
John Darling, Editor 
newseditor@txnativeplants.org 
 


