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The President’s Corner Theresa Kay Thomas 

September Meeting 
 

Thursday, September 4, 2014, 6:30 pm 
Orchid Room, Deborah Briggs Moncrief Garden Center 

Fort Worth Botanic Gardens 
 

Trinity River: A Legacy of LifeTrinity River: A Legacy of Life  
Presented by Chad Etheridge,  
Water Programs Coordinator, 

Fort Worth Nature Center & Refuge 

An informative presentation on the natural and cultural history of 
the Trinity River. Our local hometown waterway has been a life- 
giving force for an extremely long time. It's the very reason that we 
live where we do. Come join us in learning some fascinating facts, 
interesting stories, and entertaining discussion about our river.  
     Chad Etheridge has spent countless hours on the very waters 
that he will be speaking about. He is also a Texas Master Naturalist, 
a National Association of Interpretation Certified Interpretive Guide, 
ACA kayak instructor, and professional kayak eco-tour guide. 

What a great way to start the fall meetings: We had over 40 
members and visitors with one new member present at the  
August meeting. We had to bring in extra chairs. Yippee.  
Thank you for coming out to join us. Special thanks to Diane 
Barber from the Fort Worth Zoo who gave a very informative pro-
gram about the reintroduction of horned lizards to this area. 
 Help! We still need a Secretary for the rest of the year.  
Martha Mullins has been serving in both Programs and Secretary 
positions for the last few months. If you could help her for the 
next four months, please contact Martha or me. 
 By the 1st of September I will be emailing out the Revised 
Constitution with the By-Laws and Standing Rules for NCNPSOT 
that the Board has updated. We need two-thirds of the member-
ship to vote. After reading them please take a second and just 
reply yes or no to me. Thank you so much for your cooperation 
in advance. 
 The Board is getting ready to put together a Nomination 
Committee, and if you would like to serve as an officer or com-
mittee chair next year, please let me know and I will give the  
information to the committee. 
 Looking forward to a great time at the Home and Garden 
Show. Thank you, Dawn Hancock, her grandson Kyle and Patti 
and Jim Maness for getting the  Lemonade Stand back and forth 
to the show. 
 See you September 4 if not sooner. 

Chapter Leaders 
Theresa Thomas—President 
kayleet@sbcglobal.net 
 Martha Mullens—Vice President 
(Programs) 
Gailon Hardin—Treasurer 
ghardin@flash.net 
Vacant—Secretary 
Patti Maness—NICE! Coordinator 
Frank Keeney—Communications 
webmaster@txnativeplants.org 
Gailon Hardin & Dawn Hancock— 
Southwest Subcourthouse 
Garden Leaders 
Theresa Thomas & Bill Hall— 
Hulen Regional Library 
Garden Leaders 
Nancy Price—Hospitality Chair 
Char McMurrow Membership 
Chair 
Dawn Hancock—Parlimentarian 
Molly Hollar—Molly Hollar Wild-
scape Garden Leader 
 
The purpose of the Native 
Plant Society of Texas is to 
promote the conservation, 
research, and utilization of 
the native plants and plant 
habitats of Texas through 
education, outreach, and  
example. 

Visit us at  
ncnpsot.org and  
txnativeplants.org 
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Plant of the Month Josephine Keeney 

Milkweed vine, Fringed Twinevine, 
Funastrum cynanchoides cynanchoides, 
Asclepiadacae (Milkweed family)  

Find more native plant information at www.texasstar.org, a forum for Texas gardeners  
dedicated to the cultivation and propagation of Texas native plants. 

This plant is a fast-growing  
native perennial vine that can 
grow up to 20 feet with many 
tendrils, then it dies to the 
ground in the winter and comes 
back in spring with renewed 
vigor and strength. 
 I was very thrilled to find 
this vine because I have great 
hopes of being able to provide 
the Monarch and Queen butter-
flies with all of the milkweed 
they might want and need. 
 So far I haven’t found eggs 
on it yet, but I did find two 
Queen caterpillars on it munch-
ing happily away, and I have fed 
the leaves to the caterpillars I 
have raised. They have eaten it 
just fine and went on to pupate 
and become beautiful healthy 
butterflies with no problems 
whatsoever. 
 The flowers on my plants 
are white, although there can be 
variation in the color with some 
having a purplish tint. The 
structure of the flowers is just 
like all milkweed blooms and is 
very pretty. 
 It is easy to propagate cut-
tings in water and soil. I have 
great hopes for this plant being 
able to keep our butterfly gar-
dens supplied with milkweed all 
season long. 
      This is a wonderful alterna-
tive for those of us who have 
trouble growing other native 
milkweeds. 
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Meeting Minutes: August 7, 2014 Martha Mullins 

 

   

Library, and the 4th Saturday  
at Molly Hollar Wildscape. 
 Theresa told members that 
the revised constitution and  
by-laws will be posted to the  
NCNPSOT Web site so that 
members can vote on them. 
Also, the Web site is under revi-
sion and will be updated for 
easier use. 
 Martha Mullens, VP, asked 
the membership to vote on their 
favorite programs from 2013 
and 2014 and make suggestions 
for 2015. She passed out sheets 
with the information. 
 At 6:55 pm the business 
meeting was adjourned. 
 At 7:00 pm, Martha 
Mullens introduced the speaker, 
Diane Barber, Curator of Ecto-
therms at the Fort Worth Zoo, 
with a short biography and brief 
summary of her research for 
tonight's talk. She presented an 
informative program on her 
work to reintroduce horned 
toads to this area. 
 At 7:45 pm the raffle began. 
Twenty-one members and 13 
visitors signed in. 
 Many thanks for refreshments 
to Vicki Brady and Nancy Price. 
 Respectfully submitted by 
Martha Mullens, VP substitut-
ing for secretary. 

Theresa Thomas, President, 
called the meeting to order in 
the Fort Worth Botanic Gardens  
Orchid Room at 6:35 pm. 
 Theresa asked if there were 
any new members present.  
Lauren Vanderberg responded, 
acknowledging visitors  
Rebekkah Alexander,  
Tom Etheridge, Wesley Welsh,  
Francis Weatherly, Terry McIver,  
Charlene Webberly, Brent 
Franklin, Connie Taylor, Glenda 
Page, Layne A. Buch, Sandra 
Johnson, Laurie Forrester, and 
Linda Thornton. 
 Theresa reminded everyone 
to sign the membership or visi-
tor sheets in the foyer and the 
sympathy card for Gailon  
Hardin. 
 Theresa asked if there were 
any additions or corrections to 
the May and June minutes  
that she emailed and were  
included in the August newslet-
ter. No one responded, so the 
minutes were approved as  
written. 
 Theresa gave the Treas-
urer's report in the absence of 
Gailon Hardin, Treasurer. The 
balance as of July 3 for 
NCNPSOT was $9678.25. 
 Dawn Hancock, Events 
Chair, explained that the Fort 

Worth Home & Garden  
Show at the Convention Center 
will be August 16 & 17. The 
event starts at 10:00 am on  
Saturday and closes at 5:00 pm 
on Sunday. Our booth will be 
open 9 hours on Saturday  
and 6 hours on Sunday. Volun-
teers are needed in 3-hour 
shifts. Volunteers can get in free 
and park free. All that is  
required is a willingness to talk 
to people about native plants, 
hand out a brochure about 
NPSOT, a list of drought-
resistant plants for this area, a 
bookmark about Monarch 
Watch, and a small packet of 
native plant seeds. She sent a  
signup sheet arund. 
 Dawn also mentioned Eco- 
fest on September 20 in Arling-
ton, and stated that she would 
give further information about it 
at the next meeting. 
 Josephine Keeney alerted 
members to start getting their 
plants ready for the October 11  
plant sale at the Botanic Gar-
den. Plants should be potted by 
September 1. 
 Theresa also reminded  
everyone of regularly scheduled 
workdays: 4th Wednesday and 
2nd Saturday at SW Courthouse, 
2nd and 4th Thursday at Hulen 

Southwest Subcourthouse on Granbury Road in Fort Worth: second Saturday and last 
Wednesday of each month beginning at 9:00 am. Gailon Hardin in charge. 
 
Hulen Street Regional Library in Fort Worth: second and fourth Thursday of each month  
beginning at 8:30 am. Evaline Woodrey in charge. 
 
Molly Hollar Wildscape at Veterans Park in Arlington: Wednesdays, Fridays, and fourth Satur-
day of each month beginning at 8:00 am. Also, Tuesdays at the greenhouse in Randol Mill Park 
in Arlington.  

Workdays 



  

 

Sprucing Up for Native Plant Week Dawn Hancock 

Just as the young lad or lass 
primps and preens to impress 
one another, the Southwest 
Sub-courthouse garden is being 
trimmed and pruned to impress 
guests for the formal dedication 
of the garden on October 24 as 
an official Monarch Waystation.  
 With the approval and 
backing of Commissioner Roy 
Brooks, the garden will be des-
ignated as a named Waystation. 
The name will be revealed on 
October 24. An impressive  
engraved stone will be installed 
noting the designation as a 
Monarch Waystation with its 
designated name. Over a three- 
month period, volunteers have 

worked to remove Mexican petu-
nia from an area it had invaded, 
and Aesclepius viridis milkweed 
was planted. Milkweed of all  
varieties serves as the larval 
host plant for the Monarch but-
terfly, but Aesclepius viridis is 
one of the species native to 
North Central Texas. So with 
the help of the following NPSOT 
members, SWSC is putting on 
its best clothes for the occasion: 
Pat Engle, Dawn Hancock, 
Gailon Hardin, Bill Mastin, Lee 
Unger, and Starr Krottinger.  
 The parent in the back-
ground providing money for the 
date is the Tarrant County Mas-
ter Gardener Association. One 

hundred ten dollars were raised 
to support SWSC native plant 
garden at the Master Gardeners 
annual silent auction. 
 Master Gardener Julie 
Taber also faithfully works each 
second Saturday workday to 
keep the garden in tip top 
shape, but beyond that, Julie 
keeps track of her volunteer 
hours to apply for Exon grants 
to employees and their spouses.  
After volunteering twenty hours, 
Julie applied for a $500 grant 
for the native plant garden at 
Southwest Sub-courthouse.  
She received the grant which 
will be used to further enhance 
the garden.  

October 11 
9 till 2  

Fort Worth Botanic Gardens 
 
Plant sales are very important to our chapter 
as they help us spread the word about native 
plants while at the same time raising money 
for our chapter’s many projects. 
 Many members participate by growing 
plants for the sale, while others help before, 
during and  after the sale. Through our com-
bined efforts we are able to have a successful 
event. 
 Texas Native plants can be hard to find in 
the nursery trade.  Our sale provides the op-
portunity to purchase plants that would be 
difficult to find, as well as the more common 
plants that we all know and love. 
 This fall we will be offering a limited supply of two new plants: 
  

Scarlet-fruit Passion Vine, Passiflora foetida (larval plant for the Gulf Fritillary ) 
Climbing Milkweed, Funastrum cynanchoides (larval plant for Monarchs and Queens) 

 
 We usually have a great variety of native plants but can always use more, so if anyone has plants 
that they would like to contribute to the sale, or would like help in some other way, please  get in touch 
with Gailon Hardin or Josephine Keeney, or send email to fallsale@txnativeplants.org. 

Fall 2014 North Central NPSOT Plant Sale Josephine Keeney 
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October 10 & 11 
Fri 2 to 6, Sat 9 to 2



  

 

 

Next Meeting 
 

Thursday, 
September 4 

7:00 pm 
Fort Worth  

Botanic Gardens 
 

Chad Etheridge 
 

Trinity River: 
A Legacy of Life 

Join the Native Plant Society of Texas! 
 
Become a member of the Native Plant Society of Texas. Membership is open 
to any individual, family, or organization. Membership is renewable annually 
and extends for a year from the date we receive your original payment. If you 
wish to join, please indicate your category of membership, then clip and mail 
this application with the appropriate remittance to: 
 

Native Plant Society of Texas 
PO Box 3017, Fredricksburg, TX 78624 

  
___ Student  $25  ___ Family (2 or more) $50 
___ Senior (65+) $25  ___ Patron   $100 
___ Limited Income $25  ___ Benefactor   $250 
___ Individual  $35  ___ Supporting  $500 
      ___ Lifetime   $1200 
 
Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: ______________________________________________________ 

County: ______________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________________________________________________ 

Chapter Affiliation: ___________________________________________________ 

E-mail: _______________________________________________________________  

North Central Chapter 

Visit us on the Web 
at 

www.txnativeplants.org 

The North Central Texas 
NPSOT News 

is a monthly publication of 
the North Central Chapter  
of the Native Plant Society  
of Texas. 
 
For changes of address or  
information about contribut-
ing to the newsletter, please 
contact the newsletter editor. 
 
The deadline for submitting 
articles for inclusion in the 
newsletter is the 15th of every 
preceding month. 
 
John Darling, Editor 
newseditor@txnativeplants.org 
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