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The President’s Corner Theresa Kay Thomas 

October Meeting 
 

Thursday, October 2, 2014, 6:30 pm 
Orchid Room, Deborah Briggs Moncrief Garden Center 

Fort Worth Botanic Gardens 
 

Annual Plant SwapAnnual Plant Swap 

Bring a plant and enjoy the game. But be prepared to lose your 
choice, or hope to steal it back. See you there. 

Our September meeting was another great time enjoyed by 
all. I want to thank those who were able to attend. Unfor-
tunately, I will be out of town the first week in October 
and will miss the October 4 meeting. If possible, be sure to 
attend. This will be the plant swap meeting and it is so 
much fun. 
 The recent home and garden show was a success.  
A lot of people signed up on our e-mail list, received our  
plant list and got answers to a variety of plant questions. 
 The plant sale is set for October 10 –11 (see page 3 for 
more). If you have plants to donate, please contact Jose-
phine Keeney and consider volunteering on either day. 
With two days devoted to the sale we can use all the vol-
unteers we can get. We are scheduled to unload the sale 
plants on Friday morning. If you can help around 9:00 am 
please let Josephine know. 
 Native Plant week is from October 19 to 26. Each of 
the demonstration gardens will be hosting some kind of 
event. More information will be available as the dates get 
closer.  
 As a reminder, the membership will be voting on the 
Revised By-Laws and Standing Rules at the October meet-
ing and the nominating committee will be announcing a 
slate of officers for 2015. 
 I’ll miss you — and the plant swap — in October but 
look to seeing everyone at the November meeting. 

Chapter Leaders 
Theresa Thomas—President 
kayleet@sbcglobal.net 
 Martha Mullens—Vice President 
(Programs) 
Gailon Hardin—Treasurer 
ghardin@flash.net 
Vacant—Secretary 
Patti Maness—NICE! Coordinator 
Frank Keeney—Communications 
webmaster@txnativeplants.org 
Gailon Hardin & Dawn Hancock— 
Southwest Subcourthouse 
Garden Leaders 
Theresa Thomas & Bill Hall— 
Hulen Regional Library 
Garden Leaders 
Nancy Price—Hospitality Chair 
Char McMurrow Membership 
Chair 
Dawn Hancock—Parlimentarian 
Molly Hollar—Molly Hollar Wild-
scape Garden Leader 
 
The purpose of the Native 
Plant Society of Texas is to 
promote the conservation, 
research, and utilization of 
the native plants and plant 
habitats of Texas through 
education, outreach, and  
example. 

Visit us at  
ncnpsot.org and  
txnativeplants.org 
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Plant of the Month Josephine Keeney 

American beautyberry, Callicarpa  
americana Verbenaceae (Verbena family)  

 

Find more native plant information at www.texasstar.org, a forum for Texas gardeners  
dedicated to the cultivation and propagation of Texas native plants. 

American beautyberry  is a  
gorgeous woody shrub that can 
grow up to fifteen feet tall in  
favorable moisture conditions, 
but usually averages five to ten 
feet and just as wide. 
 This shrub likes part shade 
and rich moist soils and works 
very well as an understory  
plant. It can be propagated by 
seeds or tip cuttings.  
 The long arching branches 
have large leaves in pairs 
spaced along the branch. It 
blooms in the spring with small 
pink flowers clustered at the 
bases of the leaves. 
 During summer, the flowers 
turn into large clusters of ber-
ries that remain green until fall 
when the leaves turn a lovely 
yellow-green and the berries a 
beautiful rose or burgundy 
pink, transforming the shrub 
into a delight for the eyes. 
 The birds also love the  
berries and feast on them all fall 
and winter for as long as they 
last.  
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Meeting Minutes: September 4, 2014 Martha Mullins 

 

 

  

anyone could provide two chairs 
and a folding table. 
 Theresa Thomas asked  
Josephine Keeney to enlighten 
the group about the plant sale 
on October 10-11. She stated 
that this year it will be two days, 
on Friday from 2:00 to 6:00 pm 
and Saturday from 9:00 am to 
2:00 pm. She sent around a 
signup sheet for volunteers to 
help work one or both of those 
days. She also passed out flyers 
that listed the plants that would 
be for sale. She mentioned a 
plant sale at the Molly Hollar 
Wildscape (Randol Mill Green-
house) in Arlington in October. 
 The President announced 
the members of the nominating 
committee. They are: Char 
McMorrow, Bill Hall, Nancy 
Price, and Merita Knapp. They 
will present the proposed slate 
of officers at the October 2 
meeting. Nominations can also 
be submitted from the floor at 
that time. The proposed slate of 
new officers will be voted on  
November 6 and installed at the 
December 4 meeting. 
 Theresa announced that 
our chapter will be putting  
together a photo directory. Troy 

Theresa Thomas, President, 
called the meeting to order at 
6:30 pm and asked that visitors 
introduce themselves. They 
were: Sandy and Jay Herztler, 
Sue Winter, Tom Ethridge, and 
Richard Kirth. She asked if 
there were any new members. 
Layne Bush and Charlene 
Weatherly responded. 
 The President announced 
that the North Central Chapter 
of NPSOT now has 92 members, 
including nine new members 
who have joined in the last three 
months. 
 Theresa asked if there were 
any corrections or additions to 
the August minutes. There were 
none, so they stand as written. 
 Treasurer's report: Gailon 
Hardin Treasurer, stated that 
there is $9388.00 in the treas-
ury as of August 31. A grant of 
$500.00 was received from the 
Exxon Foundation because the 
spouse of an employee put in 20 
volunteer hours working at the 
Southwest Subcourthouse. 
Gailon informed the group that 
members should check to see if 
their employer pays for volun-
teer work. 
 Theresa thanked Nancy 
Price for providing refresh-
ments. 

NICE (Natives Instead of Com-
mon Exotics report: Patti 
Maness stated that NCNPSOT 
had been involved with NICE 
since 2002. There are 8 partici-
pating nurseries in the area and 
7 representatives. The plant of 
the fall season is white mist 
flower. She described it, and 
Josephine Keeney provided a 
specimen that was passed 
around. She pointed out that it 
is an important food source for 
butterflies in October and  
November when not much else 
is blooming. 
 Upcoming events: Dawn 
Hancock, Events Chairperson, 
first thanked those who helped 
with the Fort Worth Home and 
Garden Show. She pointed out 
that Josephine Keeney took 
photos. 
 Dawn announced that the 
Monster Bash at the Fort Worth 
Nature Center is in October. 
Sandy Fountain will be in 
charge of that. The next event is 
Ecofest at the Levitt Pavilion in 
Arlington on September 20 from 
9:00 am to 4:00 pm. She needs 
volunteers to staff the booth and  
hand out literature on NPSOT 
and monarch butterflies. She 
sent a signup sheet around for 
volunteers. She also asked if 

Southwest Subcourthouse on Granbury Road in Fort Worth: second Saturday and last 
Wednesday of each month beginning at 9:00 am. Gailon Hardin in charge. 
 
Hulen Street Regional Library in Fort Worth: second and fourth Thursday of each month  
beginning at 8:30 am. Evaline Woodrey in charge. 
 
Molly Hollar Wildscape at Veterans Park in Arlington: Wednesdays, Fridays, and fourth Satur-
day of each month beginning at 8:00 am. Also, Tuesdays at the greenhouse in Randol Mill Park 
in Arlington.  

Workdays 

continued on page 4 
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Meeting Minutes: September 4, 2014 continued from page 3 

 

talked to a whole lot more peo-
ple than that about the benefits 
of using and conserving native 
Texas plants in their land-
scapes.   Each visitor left with a 
packet of wildflower seed (with 
our website information on it) 
and a Monarch Joint Venture 
bookmark.  

The North Central Chapter took 
its lemonade stand to the Home 
and Garden Show on August 16 
and 17 in the Fort Worth Con-
vention Center.  Our faithful 
volunteers were (in the order 
they were scheduled) Jim and 
Patti Maness, Kyle Hancock, 
Laura Penn, Carolyn Lombard, 

Bill Hall, Jan Finch, Bill 
Sargeant, Meina Sargeant, Lena 
Goff, Theresa Thomas, Otto 
Witt, Josephine Keeney, Frank 
Keeney, and Vicki Brady.   
 By the end of the show on 
Sunday, our volunteers had 
signed up 40 people to receive 
notice of our meetings, but we 

Worth promoting composting, 
recycling and environmental 
stewardship He has also been 
chosen man of the year at 
Tandy Hills for his work with 
Kids on the Prairie. 
 Martha Mullens VP, intro-
duced the speaker, Chad 
Etheridge, Water Programs  
Coordinator at the Fort Worth 
Nature Center, whose program 
was on the Legacy of the Trinity 
River. 
 At 7:50 pm, after the con-
clusion of the program, Theresa 
announced the meeting was  
adjourned but the raffle would 
be taking place. 
 Respectfully submitted by 
Martha Mullens, VP, substitut-
ing for secretary 
 

Mullens will begin taking pic-
tures at the November 6 meet-
ing. 
 The NPSOT state sympo-
sium will be held on October 16-
19 in Texarkana, which is about 
240 miles from here. If anyone 
is interested, check out the in-
formation on the state Web site. 
 Theresa reminded everyone 
that next month is when we 
have our plant swap. She gave a 
short description of how it 
works: Members bring plants 
and put them in the center of 
the room after giving a brief  
description of the plant. Then 
each person draws a number. 
Each member chooses a plant 
from the middle of the room or 
'steals' one from someone else. 
 Our holiday party will be in 
December. It will again be a pot 

luck dinner with games and an 
ugly sweater contest. 
 Theresa reported that  
Native Plant Week is October 
19-26. NCNPSOT currently is 
working three native gardens in 
the area: Southwest Subcourt-
house, Regional (Hulen) Library, 
and Molly Hollar Wildscape. 
During that week each site has 
activities such as tours planned. 
Also, Theresa mentioned a quilt 
that the state NPSOT is raffling 
off to raise funds for the schol-
arship fund to help educate kids 
about native plants. 
 The President recognized 
member Bill Hall, also a Master 
Gardner, who has been chosen 
as Volunteer of the Year with 
the North Texas Recycling 
Awards. He was nominated for 
his continued efforts in Fort 

Fort Worth Home & Garden Show Dawn Hancock 

Above left: Kyle Hancock and Dawn Hancock. Middle: Josephine and Frank Keeney. Above right: Dawn 
Hancock, Patti Maness, Jim Maness, Kyle Hancock.  
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NICE! Plant of the Season 

    

sheets on your next visit to a 
participating 
North Texas nursery.  Thank 
you for using native plants in 
your landscapes. 
 
The fall 2014 Plant of the 
Season is sponsored by the 
North Central Chapter, Native 
Plant Society of Texas Operation 
NICE! (Natives Instead of 
Common Exotics!) 
 
North Central Chapter, Native 
Plant Society of Texas meetings 
are the 1st Thursday in Febru-
ary through June and August 
through December at the Fort 
Worth Botanic Gardens, Deb-
orah Beggs Moncrief Garden 
Center, Orchid Room, 6:30 pm. 

www.txnativeplants.org 

Fragrant White Mistflower, 
Ageratina havanensis:  
Fall-blooming perennial shrub 
that attracts pollinators,  
butterflies and hummingbirds 
 
Description: Fragrant White 
Mistflower, also known as 
Shrubby Boneset and 
Thoroughwort (Ageratina  
havanensis, formerly Eupato-
rium havanense), is native to the  
Edwards Plateau, central, 
south and west Texas.  It is a 
medium-sized shrub usually 
growing about 3 feet tall and 3 
feet wide in North Texas, but 
is recorded as up to 6 feet tall 
and 6 feet wide. It is considered 
deciduous but may be semi-
evergreen during a mild winter. 
Its light green, triangular-
shaped leaves are 1 to 3 inches 
long. 
 
Flowers and Seeds: Fragrant 
White Mistflower blooms in the 
fall with long-lasting, fuzzy 
white flowers that attract hum-
mingbirds, butterflies and other 
pollinators. Subsequently 
small fruit, about two tenths of 
an inch long, appear bearing 
seeds. 
 
Planting sites: Fragrant White 
Mistflower thrives in full sun 
and partial shade, although it 
blooms more profusely with 
more sun.  It is well adapted to 
dry, well-drained conditions, 
but will also tolerate poor 
drainage. It will grow in most 
soil types including alkaline 
soils. 
 
Watering Instructions: Like 
many Texas natives, Fragrant 
White Mistflower does not need 
a lot of water, but may need 
supplemental water during its 
first growing season. After it is 

established, it should 
survive with existing rainfall. 
 
Comments: Because of its fall 
blooms, Fragrant White Mist-
flower is a delight in North 
Texas landscapes. Heavy shear-
ing during the winter promotes 
a bushier shape and more pro-
lific blooming, because flowers 
appear only on new wood.  Fra-
grant White Mistflower is lovely 
as an edge or understory shrub 
in a naturalized garden setting, 
or in a formal landscape.  It can 
be used in place of non-native 
chrysanthemums. Native com-
panion species include Fall As-
ter (Symphyotrichum 
oblongifolium, formerly Aster 
oblongifolius), Autumn Sage 
(Salvia greggii), Lindheimer's 
Muhly (Muhlenbergia lind-
heimeri) and Gayfeather (Liatris 
mucronata) which bloom during 
the same period. 
 
Look for the NICE! Plant of the 
Season signs and information 



  

 

Sprucing Up for Native Plant Week Dawn Hancock 

Just as the young lad or lass 
primps and preens to impress, 
the Southwest Sub-courthouse 
garden is being trimmed and 
pruned to impress guests for the 
formal dedication of the garden 
on October 24 as an official 
Monarch Waystation.    
 With the approval and 
backing of Commissioner Roy 
Brooks, the garden will be des-
ignated as a named Waystation. 
The name will be revealed on 
October 24. An impressive en-
graved stone will be installed 
noting the designation as a 
Monarch Waystation with its 
designated name. Over a three- 
month period, volunteers have 
worked to remove Mexican petu-
nia from an area it had invaded, 
and Aesclepius viridis milkweed 
was planted.  

 Milkweed of all varieties 
serves as the larval host plant 
for the Monarch butterfly, but 
Aesclepius viridis is one of the 
species native to North Central 
Texas. So with the help of the 
following NPSOT members, 
SWSC is putting on its best 
clothes for the occasion: Pat 
Engle, Dawn Hancock, Gailon 
Hardin, Bill Mastin, Lee Unger, 
and Starr Krottinger.    

 The parent in the back-
ground providing money for the 
date is the Tarrant County Mas-
ter Gardener Association. At the 
Master Gardeners annual silent 
auction $110 were raised to sup-
port SWSC native plant garden. 
 Master Gardener Julie 
Taber also faithfully works each 
second Saturday workday to 
keep the garden in tip top 
shape, but beyond that, Julie 
keeps track of her volunteer 
hours to apply for Exxon grants 
to employees and their spouses.  
After volunteering 20 hours, 
Julie applied for a $500 grant 
for the native plant garden at 
Southwest Sub-courthouse.  
She received the grant, which 
will be used to further enhance 
the garden.  

October 11, 9:00 – 2:00  
Fort Worth Botanic Gardens 

 
Plant sales are very important to our chapter as they help us 
spread the word about native plants while at the same time 
raising money for our chapter’s many projects. 
 Many members participate by growing plants for the 
sale, while others help before, during and  after the sale. 
Through our combined efforts we are able to have a success-
ful event. 
 Texas Native plants can be hard to find in the nursery 
trade.  Our sale provides the opportunity to purchase plants 
that would be difficult to find, as well as the more common 
plants that we all know and love. 
 This fall we will be offering a limited supply of two new plants: 
  

Scarlet-fruit Passion Vine, Passiflora foetida (larval plant for the Gulf Fritillary ) 
Climbing Milkweed, Funastrum cynanchoides (larval plant for Monarchs and Queens) 

 
 We usually have a great variety of native plants but can always use more, so if anyone has plants 
that they would like to contribute to the sale, or would like help in some other way, please  get in touch 
with Gailon Hardin or Josephine Keeney, or send email to fallsale@txnativeplants.org. 

Fall 2014 North Central NPSOT Plant Sale Josephine Keeney 
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Next Meeting 
 

Thursday, 
September 4 

7:00 pm 
Fort Worth  

Botanic Gardens 
 

Annual Plant Swap 

Join the Native Plant Society of Texas! 
 
Become a member of the Native Plant Society of Texas. Membership is open 
to any individual, family, or organization. Membership is renewable annually 
and extends for a year from the date we receive your original payment. If you 
wish to join, please indicate your category of membership, then clip and mail 
this application with the appropriate remittance to: 
 

Native Plant Society of Texas 
PO Box 3017, Fredricksburg, TX 78624 

  
___ Student  $25  ___ Family (2 or more) $50 
___ Senior (65+) $25  ___ Patron   $100 
___ Limited Income $25  ___ Benefactor   $250 
___ Individual  $35  ___ Supporting  $500 
      ___ Lifetime   $1200 
 
Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: ______________________________________________________ 

County: ______________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________________________________________________ 

Chapter Affiliation: ___________________________________________________ 

E-mail: _______________________________________________________________  

North Central Chapter 

Visit us on the Web 
at 

www.txnativeplants.org 

The North Central Texas 
NPSOT News 

is a monthly publication of 
the North Central Chapter  
of the Native Plant Society  
of Texas. 
 
For changes of address or  
information about contribut-
ing to the newsletter, please 
contact the newsletter editor. 
 
The deadline for submitting 
articles for inclusion in the 
newsletter is the 15th of every 
preceding month. 
 
John Darling, Editor 
newseditor@txnativeplants.org 
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