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November Meeting 
 

Thursday, November 6, 2014, 6:30 pm 
Orchid Room, Deborah Briggs Moncrief Garden Center 

Fort Worth Botanic Gardens 
 

Attracting Birds, Bees, and Butterflies Attracting Birds, Bees, and Butterflies   
to Your Garden to Your Garden   

Presented by Sher Dunaway,  
Tarrant County Master Gardener 

 

Note: Come prepared to have your photo taken.Note: Come prepared to have your photo taken.Note: Come prepared to have your photo taken.   

Backyards play an increasing role as habitat that supplies many of 
our favorite animals with food, water, and shelter. By providing 
these essential needs in your garden you will be creating an ecosys-
tem that will give you the opportunity to observe nature's activities 
up close, and most important, you will be restoring the natural habitat 
that is vital for the survival of our birds, bees, and butterflies.  

A big thanks to all who attended for the great job at 
the October meeting. Everyone had such a fun time. 
That is the one meeting that members look forward 
to every year. Our program for November 6 is “Plants 
that Attract Birds and Butterflies,” and our speaker 
is Master Gardener Sher Dunaway. Remember that 
December 4 will be our holiday party. Vice President 
Martha Mullens will have more information as we get 
closer to the date.  
     I know we are all resting up from the fall plant 
sale on October 10 and 11 at the Botanic Gardens. A 
special thanks to Josephine Kinney our chairperson, 
and to Gailon Hardin and Patti Maness for doing a 
fabulous job. Thanks to all the members who sup-
plied plants for the sale, to Bill Mastin for bringing 
the tables, and to all the members who helped at the 
sale. Even though we were very tired Saturday night 
we had a good time. There were over 1590 plants 
available. Mark your calendars now for our spring 
plant sale. It will be on May 2, 2015 at Redenta’s 
Nursery and Garden Store in Arlington.  
     See you at the meeting in November. 

Chapter Leaders 
Theresa Thomas—President 
kayleet@sbcglobal.net 
 Martha Mullens—Vice President 
(Programs) 
Gailon Hardin—Treasurer 
ghardin@flash.net 
Vacant—Secretary 
Patti Maness—NICE! Coordinator 
Frank Keeney—Communications 
webmaster@txnativeplants.org 
Gailon Hardin & Dawn Hancock— 
Southwest Subcourthouse 
Garden Leaders 
Theresa Thomas & Bill Hall— 
Hulen Regional Library 
Garden Leaders 
Nancy Price—Hospitality Chair 
Char McMurrow Membership 
Chair 
Dawn Hancock—Parlimentarian 
Molly Hollar—Molly Hollar Wild-
scape Garden Leader 
 
The purpose of the Native 
Plant Society of Texas is to 
promote the conservation, 
research, and utilization of 
the native plants and plant 
habitats of Texas through 
education, outreach, and  
example. 

Visit us at  
ncnpsot.org and  
txnativeplants.org 
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Plant of the Month Josephine Keeney 

Coralberry, Symphoricarpos orbiculatus, 
Caprifoliaceae (Honeysuckle family)  

 

Find more native plant information at www.texasstar.org, a forum for Texas gardeners  
dedicated to the cultivation and propagation of Texas native plants. 

What a lovely and adaptable 
shrub coralberry is! 
     Its native habitat is greatly 
varied and its range is very 
widespread, covering the East-
ern U.S. from New York to 
Texas. 
     Coralberry can grow in thick-
ets, open woodlands, river 
banks, and many other places, 
but here in North Central Texas 
it prefers the Post Oak wood-
lands and savannas. 
     Coralberry’s average height 
is one to three feet, but it can 
reach six feet under favorable 
conditions. It prefers part shade 
but can live in full shade and is 
not picky about soil, being able 
to grow well in sand, loam, or 
clay. 
     It does not require much  
water to be happy and is able to 
thrive with minimum watering 
or just rainfall. 
     Although this shrub is  
deciduous, it is almost ever-
green as it loses its leaves late 
in the season and greens up 
early in the spring with lovely 
lime-green leaves. 
     The flowers are inconspicu-
ous, but the most outstanding 
feature is the berries that per-
sist through the fall and winter. 
That is, of course, if the song-
birds, ground birds, small mam-
mals, and browsers who use 
this plant for food, let them last 
that long. 
     This shrub makes an excel-
lent plant around the home foun-
dation and can be used to replace 
the invasive Nandina. Used as a 
ground cover, it also presents a 
very lovely sight when planted in 
a natural setting.  
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Meeting Minutes: October 2, 2014 Martha Mullens 

  

  

unteers to hand out literature. 
Specifically, the librarian con-
tacted NPSOT to learn how to 
work the landscape with 
drought- tolerant plants. 
     Josephine Keeney  
reported on the plant sale at 
the Botanic Gardens on  
October 10-11. Volunteers are 
still needed. 
     Gailon Hardin called on 
Josephine Keeney to explain 
how the plant exchange works. 
Members then described the 
plants they brought and drew 
numbers to determine the or-
der. The exchange began at 
7:00 pm. It lasted until 8:00 
pm when Gailon dismissed. 
There were 32 people who par-
ticipated. 
     Pat Gerard and Rosanna 
Francis brought refreshments. 
     Respectfully submitted by 
Martha Mullens acting as sec-
retary. 
     Addendum: There was no 
Treasurer's report at the meet-
ing due to power outages  
because of a storm earlier in 
the day. Gailon Hardin has 
since supplied that report; the 
balance in the treasury is 
$9371.87. 

The meeting was called to  
order by Gailon Hardin in the 
absence of the President, 
Theresa Thomas, at 6:30 pm. 
     Gailon asked visitors to  
introduce themselves. They 
were A.C. Weatherly and Deb-
bie Stilson. Lady Forester 
called for new members to be 
recognized: Tom Etheridge, 
Charlene Weatherly, and 
Layne Bush responded. 
     Gailon asked Martha 
Mullens, VP in charge of pro-
grams, to announce the pro-
grams for November and  
December. The speaker for No-
vember 6 will be Sher 
Dunaway, whose topic is 
“Plants that Attract Birds and 
Butterflies.” Troy Mullens will 
also start taking photos at the 
November meeting for our 
photo directory. The digital 
photos will then be put on our 
NCNPSOT Web site. Members 
can then download them if 
they want a paper copy.  
     On December 4 there will 
be a potluck dinner with 
games, ugly sweater contest, 
installation of officers, and an 
ornament exchange. At the 
next meeting, a sign-up sheet 

will be passed around for peo-
ple to put down what food they 
will be bringing. 
     Gailon stated that the 
members needed to vote on 
the Standing Rules. She read 
the summaries for the 13 com-
mittees. Patti Maness made a 
motion to amend Section 12, 
Parliamentary Committee, to 
delete “and gives a copy to 
each member and new joining 
members” since that is stated 
under Section 4 Membership 
Committee. A discussion fol-
lowed. Gailon called for a vote. 
The amendment carried. Patti 
Maness made a motion to pass 
the committee section. The 
vote carried. 
     Dawn Hancock reported on 
upcoming events. There will be 
an annual Energy and Envi-
romental Expo at the Joint  
Reserve Base at Carswell on 
November 6. She asked for vol-

Southwest Subcourthouse on Granbury Road in Fort Worth: second Saturday and last 
Wednesday of each month beginning at 9:00 am. Gailon Hardin in charge. 
 
Hulen Street Regional Library in Fort Worth: second and fourth Thursday of each month  
beginning at 8:30 am. Evaline Woodrey in charge. 
 
Molly Hollar Wildscape at Veterans Park in Arlington: Wednesdays, Fridays, and fourth Satur-
day of each month beginning at 8:00 am. Also, Tuesdays at the greenhouse in Randol Mill Park 
in Arlington.  

Workdays 
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Book Time at November Meeting 

 

 

Fall Plant Sale Recap Josephine Keeney 

Ricky Linex, VP of NPSOT, will be at the November meeting in order to sell his book, Range 
Plants of North Central Texas. 
     Plants include grasses, wildflowers, and woody plants. The book describes 324 plants with 
several photos of each plant. The cost is a flat $20.00 (no tax).  
     If you are interested in purchasing the book, please be at the meeting 20-30 minutes early to 
avoid interfering with the program. 

Plant Sales can be exhausting, especially this one since it lasted two days. 
     We had all the tables we needed thanks to Bill Mastin, who lent us his tables to hold the  
numerous plants that we managed to grow, and to show them to full advantage. And our mem-
bers really outdid themselves this fall with the great quantity and quality of the plants offered 
for sale. 
     People told us how they always look forward to our sale, to find not only the popular natives, 
but also the less common ones that they cannot find elsewhere. 
     Our members are very dedicated workers who accomplished the task of passing out informa-
tion about Texas native plants, while raising some money for our chapter’s operating budget. 
     Thank you, everyone for a job well done! Let us do it again in spring 2015. 

Plant Sale Recap Josephine Keeney 
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Green Gift Idea: Book showcases Flower Mound’s botanical riches 

 

 
continued on page 6 

  

     Alton Bowman, author of the 
book and chairman of the 
Flower Mound Foundation, said 
he spent five years researching 
the Mound. Bowman, an  
antique restorer with a lifelong 
interest in botany, sought help 
from Barney Lipscomb, head of 
the Botanical Research Institute 
of Texas Press. Lipscomb said 
the prairie serves as a living 
snapshot of the Great Plains 
prairie, which extended from 
Texas to Canada before farming 
and development destroyed it. 
With less than one percent of 
the original native prairie left, 
Lipscomb said it’s rare to find so 
many species in one location 
anymore. 
      Bowman said he cataloged 
as many as 300 plant species on 
the Mound, including the “Big 
Four” prairie grasses: little blue 
stem, big blue stem, Indian 
grass and switch grass. All of 
the familiar Texas wildflowers 
can be spotted on the Mound at 
some time during the year. The 
showiest display occurs in May, 
he said. “If you want to show off 
the Mound at its very best -- 
there are more blooms on 
Mother’s Day than any other 
time of year,” he said. With  

By Julie Thibodeaux  
GreenSourceDFW.org 
 
Most people have heard of the 
Denton County suburb, but not 
many have been up to the ac-
tual “Flower Mound” where the 
city got its name.  
     Legend goes, Native Ameri-
cans considered the Mound a 
sacred site. Located at the 
crossroads of FM 3040 and FM 
2499, early Anglo settlers used 
it as meeting place.  
     Edward Marcus, brother to 
famed retailer Stanley Marcus, 
once owned the property and 
gave Lady Bird Johnson a tour 
in 1970 with the Secret Service 
in tow. The former First Lady, a 
wildflower lover, was reported to 
have been awed by the native 
flora that blanketed the hill. “I 
remember she said it was the 
most beautiful site she’d seen in 
a long, long time,” said former 
Flower Mound mayor Bob Rheu-
dasil, who helped Marcus pur-
chase the land in 1959.  
     In the 1980s, a local resi-
dent, Otto Consolvo, whose wife 
was Native American, convinced 
the developer who owned the 
property to sell it to the town’s 
citizens for $10 in 1983. As a 
result, the 12-acre site was 
saved for posterity.  

     The Flower Mound Founda-
tion was formed and has served 
as the property’s caretakers for 
three decades. In recent years, 
documenting its plant-life be-
came the nonprofit’s focus. After 
years of effort, The Flower 
Mound: A History and Field 
Guide to the Flowers and 
Grasses was published in 2004. 
     If you’re looking for a unique 
gift for the gardener or nature-
lover in your life, consider pur-
chasing this gem of a field 
guide. This beautifully illus-
trated book would appeal to 
anyone interested in Texas wild-
flowers, prairie ecology or the 
history and geography of 
Denton County, which are cov-
ered in the opening chapters. 



  

 

encroaching development, pre-
serving the Mound is more  
important than ever Bowman 
said.  They’re even considering 
bringing in a small buffalo herd 
to clean up the prairie as an  
alternative to controlled burns. 
It might garner new interest, he 
said. 
     “Buffalo haven’t been on 
there in a100 years or more,” he 
said. “Just to see that would be 
really cool.”  
 
WHAT YOU CAN DO: 
Buy the Book: Purchase the book 
at the Flower Mound Public  
Library or from The Flower Mound 
Foundation, PO Box 270821, 
Flower Mound, TX 75027-0821  for 
a $20 donation. All proceeds go to 
preserving the Mound. 

Volunteer: Take part in the 
Flower Mound Foundation’s 
workday each February to clear 
invasive plants and paint the 
perimeter fence.  To volunteer, 
contact Alton Bowman at 817-
430-1976. 
 
Learn More: Stop by the Mound 
and walk to the summit. Attend 
an Easter Sunrise Service on 
Easter Sunday, take Wildflower 
Walk on the second Saturday of 
May or logon Facebook and 
LIKE The Flower Mound at 
www.FaceBook.com/
TheFlowerMound. 
 
Contact: Alton Bowman at 817-
430-1976, Tom Kirwan, at 972-
213-5664 or email  
TheMound@verizon.net.  

Sign up for the weekly  Green-
SourceDFW Newsletter at 
http://greensourcedfw.org/ to 
stay up to date on everything 
green in North Texas, the latest 
news and events.   
     Julie Thibodeaux covers  
environmental issues, green 
topics and sustainable living for 
Green Source DFW. Previously, 
she worked as an editor and 
writer at the Fort Worth Star-
Telegram. See jthibodeaux.com. 
Contact her at 
Julie@greensourcedfw.org. 
     Article reprinted with per-
mission from Green Source 
DFW Newsletter, 
www.greensource.org. 
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The Flower Mound continued from page 5 

Tandy Hills Friends Win NPSOT Award Don Young 

Friends of Tandy Hills Natural Area is very pleased to  
announce receiving the prestigious 2014 Native Star Award from 
the Native Plant Society of Texas. The award recognizes our Kids on 
the Prairie program. 
     The Native Star Award is given for a specific act or program of 
conservation/public service by an organization or agency in the field 
of Texas native plants (previously included in the Nancy Benedict 
Memorial Award). 
     Friends of Tandy Hills is honored to receive the Native Star Award 
and to be included in an esteemed list of past recipients of NPSOT 
Awards. 
     This and other awards were formally presented at the  
annual Native Plant Society of Texas Fall Symposium in Texarkana 
on October 16 - 19. 



  

 

What happens when Mother Nature has her way? Dawn Hancock 
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Poke established itself in the 
side yard between my neighbor's 
home and mine. My neighbor's 
maintenance plan is to mow 
just before code compliance 
shows up. This suits poke weed 
and the cardinals and the 
mockingbirds just fine. The 
birds have been feasting on 
the berries for the last month. 
     Editor – From the LBJ Wild-
flower Center: 
     This is frequently a trouble-
some weed with poisonous ber-
ries and roots, although emerg-
ing shoots can be gathered  
before the pink color appears, 
cooked, and eaten as greens. 
The berry juice was used as a 
dye by the early colonists and to 
improve cheap wine. 

What’s blooming now? Laura Penn 

Black dalea, Dalea frutescens, is a wonderful small shrub, perfect for harsh conditions, like the hellstrip 
shown in these photos, where is gets full sun and a well-drained condition. This is a great plant native to 
the Fort Worth Prairie ecosystem. It provides wonderful numerous purple blooms in fall and is great for 
pollinators, especially bees looking for nectar at this time of year. The overall round, mounded natural 
shape requires no trimming or maintenance. Leaves are small, providing a softer delicate look in the land-
scape.   



  

 

 

Next Meeting 
 

Thursday, 
November 6 

7:00 pm 
Fort Worth  

Botanic Gardens 
 

Sher Dunaway 
 

Attracting Birds, Bees, 
and Butterflies  
to Your Garden 

Join the Native Plant Society of Texas! 
 
Become a member of the Native Plant Society of Texas. Membership is open 
to any individual, family, or organization. Membership is renewable annually 
and extends for a year from the date we receive your original payment. If you 
wish to join, please indicate your category of membership, then clip and mail 
this application with the appropriate remittance to: 
 

Native Plant Society of Texas 
PO Box 3017, Fredricksburg, TX 78624 

  
___ Student  $25  ___ Family (2 or more) $50 
___ Senior (65+) $25  ___ Patron   $100 
___ Limited Income $25  ___ Benefactor   $250 
___ Individual  $35  ___ Supporting  $500 
      ___ Lifetime   $1200 
 
Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: ______________________________________________________ 

County: ______________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________________________________________________ 

Chapter Affiliation: ___________________________________________________ 

E-mail: _______________________________________________________________  

North Central Chapter 

Visit us on the Web 
at 

www.txnativeplants.org 

The North Central Texas 
NPSOT News 

is a monthly publication of 
the North Central Chapter  
of the Native Plant Society  
of Texas. 
 
For changes of address or  
information about contribut-
ing to the newsletter, please 
contact the newsletter editor. 
 
The deadline for submitting 
articles for inclusion in the 
newsletter is the 15th of every 
preceding month. 
 
John Darling, Editor 
newseditor@txnativeplants.org 
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