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December Meeting 
 

Thursday, December 4, 2014, 6:30 pm 
Orchid Room, Deborah Briggs Moncrief Garden Center 

Fort Worth Botanic Gardens 
 

HOLIDAY POTLUCK PARTY 
 

The December meeting will be a potluck dinner with 
festivities. There will be an ugly sweater contest, instal-
lation of officers, games, door prizes, and recognition 
of service. 
     We will also have an ornament exchange con-
ducted like the plant exchange: Just wrap an ornament 
and bring it along with your food for the potluck. 

 
 

 

Chapter Leaders 
Theresa Thomas—President 
kayleet@sbcglobal.net 

 Martha Mullens—Vice President 

(Programs) 

Gailon Hardin—Treasurer 
ghardin@flash.net 

Vacant—Secretary 

Patti Maness—NICE! Coordinator 

Frank Keeney—Communications 
webmaster@txnativeplants.org 

Gailon Hardin & Dawn Hancock— 

Southwest Subcourthouse 

Garden Leaders 

Theresa Thomas & Bill Hall— 

Hulen Regional Library 

Garden Leaders 

Nancy Price—Hospitality Chair 

Char McMurrow Membership 

Chair 

Dawn Hancock—Parlimentarian 

Molly Hollar—Molly Hollar Wild-

scape Garden Leader 
 

The purpose of the Native 
Plant Society of Texas is to 
promote the conservation, 
research, and utilization of 
the native plants and plant 
habitats of Texas through 
education, outreach, and  
example. 

Visit us at  
ncnpsot.org and  
txnativeplants.org 
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Plant of the Month Josephine Keeney 

The " Wildflower Slope" was 
our first project in our  
attempt to work with Texas 
Native Plants. It began in 
1997 after we read an article 
that was published in the  
Arlington newspaper. It fea-
tured a yard that was a certi-
fied urban Wildscape, made 
up of native plants, and 
showed how it worked to  
attract wildlife and give it a 
home. 
     I was very excited about 
the idea and called the lady 
to ask if I could come see it 
and talk to her about it. She 
was very gracious and  
explained how she had done 
it. I was very impressed with 
her place and decided that it 
would be great for us to try it 
too. 
     Unfortunately at the time 
I was totally ignorant about 
the concept of native plants, 
although I loved nature, 

wildflowers, and animals and 
had been gardening organi-
cally since 1969. So, I gath-
ered as much information as 
I could from books, the Inter-
net and friends, but alas,  
native plants were very hard 
to find. 
     We had this area we call 
the slope because of the 
steep incline. It measures 10 
by 80 feet and it faces south 
to the side street of our cor-
ner lot. It was covered with 
Bermuda and framed by bare 
chain link fence, presentable 
but not pretty. So we chose it 
as the starting point in our 
endeavor to create a certified 
urban Wildscape. 
     I bought some wildflower 
seeds and scattered them on 
the close-cut grass in the fall. 
Well, our first spring was not 
spectacular but I kept check-
ing the nurseries and search-
ing through empty lots for 

wild plants and little by little 
we built a nice collection of 
plants. Some of them just 
volunteered on the slope 
when we stopped mowing 
and let the plants come up.  
Frostweed, ironweed, golden-
rod and primrose are some 
volunteers that come to 
mind. 
     Collecting and growing 
native plants has become a 
passion for us since we love 
the idea of plant conservation 
and showing that a native 
plant garden can just as 
beautiful as any filled with 
exotics. The Slope has served 
as great educational tool for 
the neighborhood as people 
stop by to ask; "What are 
those beautiful flowers?" and 
to say, "Thank you; we enjoy 
them every time we drive 
by."  
 
 

Crossvine is amazing in early spring. Adorable coneflowers in mid-spring. 
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Plant of the Month continued from page 2 

   

 

 

Southwest Subcourthouse on Granbury Road in Fort Worth: second Saturday and last 
Wednesday of each month beginning at 9:00 am. Gailon Hardin in charge. 
 
Hulen Street Regional Library in Fort Worth: second and fourth Thursday of each month  
beginning at 8:30 am. Evaline Woodrey in charge. 
 
Molly Hollar Wildscape at Veterans Park in Arlington: Wednesdays, Fridays, and fourth Satur-
day of each month beginning at 8:00 am. Also, Tuesdays at the greenhouse in Randol Mill Park 
in Arlington.  

Workdays 

Above left, Western ironweed in gorgeous purple, early summer. Above right, A lovely bouquet of 
frostweed and obedient plant in early summer. Below left, Purple aster, heath aster, and autumn 
sage light up the slope in fall. Below right, A closer look at the showy asters in fall. 
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Meeting Minutes November 6, 2014 Martha Mullens 

 Coordinator (Webmaster), 
Frank Keeney; Events Coor-
dinator, Dawn Hancock; 
Education, Merita Knapp. 
     Theresa asked for nomi-
nations from the floor. She 
also asked if anyone would 
like to be Parliamentarian. 
Otto Witt volunteered. She 
then asked for people who 
would serve on the audit 
committee. Three people  
answered: Mary Sanford, 
Melissa Inman, and Laura 
Penn. Laura volunteered to 
be chairperson. 
     Frank Keeney made a  
motion to accept the slate of 
officers. It was seconded, and a 
vote was taken, which carried. 
     Martha Mullens intro-
duced Ricky Linex, VP of 
NPSOT and President of the 
Cross Timbers chapter. He 
was there selling his new 
book, Range Plants of North 
Central Texas. She showed a 
copy to the members and  
extolled its virtues. 
     Martha Mullens introduced 
the speaker, Sher Dunaway. 
She is a Master Gardner and 
holds several degrees from 
UTA. Her topic was: Attracting 
Bees, Birds, and Butterflies to 
Your Garden. 
     Theresa adjourned the 
meeting at 7:25 pm. She  
encouraged everyone to buy 
raffle tickets and partake of 
the refreshments that were 
furnished by Nancy Price and 
Melissa Inman. 25 members 
and 4 guests attended. 
     Respectfully submitted by 
Martha Mullens, VP substi-
tuting for the secretary. 

Theresa Thomas, President, 
called the meeting to order at 
6:30 pm and asked if there 
were any visitors. Bill Collins 
responded. A few minutes 
later Gailon Hardin intro-
duced Karen Bernard. 
     Theresa asked if there 
were any new members  
present. No one answered. 
     No one had any additions 
or corrections to the Septem-
ber or October minutes, so 
the minutes will stand as 
written. 
     Gailon Hardin, Treasurer, 
reported a balance of 
$10,853.40. She stated that 
NCNPSOT sold 1122 plants 
of the 1590 brought to the 
Fort Worth Botanic Garden 
plant sale on October 10-11. 
We made $1600 profit. 
     Patti Maness, NICE Coor-
dinator, gave a brief descrip-
tion and showed the plant of 
the season, Carolina jessa-
mine. 
     Theresa reminded mem-
bers to get their photos taken 
by Troy Mullens for our  
directory. 
     Vicki Brady reported on 
the Energy and Environ-
mental Expo held at the 
Joint Reserve Base at 
Carswell earlier today. Due to 
the dwindling number of peo-
ple, she closed the booth at 
1:00 pm instead of 2:00. She 
estimated 30-35 people 
stopped by. She handed out 
a lot of brochures. However, 
she thought that it probably 
would not be a worthwhile 
venture to pursue in the  
future. 

     Josephine Keeney, Plant 
Sale Coordinator, reported 
that the fall plant sale was a 
success as Gailon had 
stated. She thanked everyone 
who helped and those who 
purchased plants. 
     Char McMorrow, Chair-
person for the nominating 
committee, read the proposed 
slate of officers and chairs of 
committees. 
     The slate of officers is as 
follows: Theresa Thomas, 
President; Martha Mullens, 
Vice President of Programs; 
Dawn Hancock, Secretary; 
Gailon Hardin, Treasurer. 
No one is on the slate for 
Parliamentarian.  
     Chairs of the Committees 
are: Membership, Laura 
Penn; Hospitality, Sheila 
Franklin; NICE Coordinator, 
Patti Maness; Fundraising 
Coordinator, Josephine 
Keeney, Newsletter Editor, 
John Darling (liaison Dawn 
Hancock); Communication 
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Operation NICE! Plant of the Season 

 Plant of the Season,  
Sponsored by the  

North Central Chapter,  
Native Plant Society of Texas 

Operation NICE!  
(Natives Instead of Common 

Exotics!) – Winter 2014 
 
Carolina Jessamine,  
Gelsemium sempervirens: 
Perennial evergreen vine 
with blooms in late winter 
to early spring 
 
Description: 
Carolina Jessamine 
(Gelsemium sempervirens) 
also known as Yellow Jessa-
mine and Evening Trumpet-
flower, is native from Virginia 
south to Florida and west as 
far as east Texas. Its abun-
dance in the southeastern 
US gives Carolina Jessamine 
its common name; it is also 
the state flower of South 
Carolina. Carolina Jessamine 
is a twining vine that can 
grow to 20 feet tall. It is usu-
ally evergreen in North Texas 
with glossy dark-green foliage 
that may develop a bronze or 
purple cast in winter. Its 
lanceolate leaves are 1 to 3 
inches long. Its native habi-
tat includes thickets and 
woods. 
 
Flowers and Seeds: 
Carolina Jessamine usually 
blooms between February 
and April, but may bloom  
as early as December or as 
late as May. It produces an 
abundance of fragrant yellow 
trumpet-shaped flowers 1 to 
1-1/2” long that may cover 

the vine at its peak. Subse-
quently, inch-long small 
brown fruit appear bearing 
seeds. 
 
Planting sites: 
Carolina Jessamine thrives 
in full sun and partial shade, 
although it blooms more pro-
fusely with more sun. It is 
considered easy to grow as 
long as it has rich soil and 
adequate water. It will toler-
ate a range of soil pH, includ-
ing alkaline soils.  
 
Watering Instructions: 
Like many east Texas  
natives, Carolina Jessamine 
will need regular supplemen-
tal water when it is grown in 
North Texas, especially dur-
ing a typical summer even 
after it is established. It can 
tolerate brief drought condi-
tions once it is established. 
Carolina Jessamine should 
be planted where it will  
receive adequate drainage; it 
will not tolerate “wet feet.” 
 
Comments: 
Although Carolina Jessamine 
is usually grown as a vine 
and can be used to cascade 
over mailboxes, trellises and 
arbors, it may also be grown 
as a ground cover on hilly 
banks. It is suitable to grow 
in a container. After bloom-
ing each year, Carolina Jes-
samine may be pruned to  
remove broken or dead 
branches and to shape the 
plant. An especially attractive 
double-flowered cultivar 
called 'Pride of Augusta' is 

available in the nursery 
trade. Carolina Jessamine is 
not browsed by deer and 
usually not bothered by  
insects or diseases, but it is 
also toxic to humans and 
livestock. Its sap may cause 
skin irritation in sensitive 
adults, and children can be 
poisoned by chewing or suck-
ing on the flowers.  
 
Look for the NICE! Plant of 
the Season signs and infor-
mation sheets on your next 
visit to a participating North 
Texas nursery. Thank you for 
using native plants in your 
landscapes. 
 

North Central Chapter,  
Native Plant Society of Texas  
Meetings are the 1st Thursday 
in February through June and 
August through December at 
the Fort Worth Botanic Gar-
dens, Deborah Beggs Mon-
crief Garden Center, Orchid 

Room, 6:30 pm. 
 

www.txnativeplants.org 
 
 

Photo courtesy of Joe Marcus, 
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower 
Center 



  

 

 

Next Meeting 
 

Thursday, 
December 4 

7:00 pm 
Fort Worth  

Botanic Gardens 
 

The Holiday  
Potluck Party 

Join the Native Plant Society of Texas! 
 
Become a member of the Native Plant Society of Texas. Membership is open 
to any individual, family, or organization. Membership is renewable annually 
and extends for a year from the date we receive your original payment. If you 
wish to join, please indicate your category of membership, then clip and mail 
this application with the appropriate remittance to: 
 

Native Plant Society of Texas 
PO Box 3017, Fredricksburg, TX 78624 

  
___ Student  $25  ___ Family (2 or more) $50 

___ Senior (65+) $25  ___ Patron   $100 

___ Limited Income $25  ___ Benefactor   $250 

___ Individual  $35  ___ Supporting  $500 

      ___ Lifetime   $1200 
 

Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: ______________________________________________________ 

County: ______________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________________________________________________ 

Chapter Affiliation: ___________________________________________________ 

E-mail: _______________________________________________________________  

North Central Chapter 

Visit us on the Web 
at 

www.txnativeplants.org 

The North Central Texas 
NPSOT News 

is a monthly publication of 
the North Central Chapter  
of the Native Plant Society  
of Texas. 
 
For changes of address or  
information about contribut-
ing to the newsletter, please 
contact the newsletter editor. 
 
The deadline for submitting 
articles for inclusion in the 
newsletter is the 15th of every 
preceding month. 
 
John Darling, Editor 
newseditor@txnativeplants.org 
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