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News Flash
********************

It’s Plant Swap Night.
Bring a plant or 2 or 3.
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The President’s Corner - October 2018  -  by Kim Conrow

Presidents Corner 
Continued on Page 4

Monarch 
next page.....p.4

Autumn is my favorite season.  Temperatures cool, sunlight softens, fall-blooming plants put on a show, 
and animals migrate.  As you read this, we should be smack in the middle of the peak of monarch 
migration for our latitude.  Daily strolls through gardens are a must!  A tour of your garden in the dark 
may even reward you with the find of a monarch roost.  That would be awesome.  Sightings of mon-
archs can be documented on Journey North’s website.  By doing this you are contributing to scientific 
knowledge and are acting as a citizen scientist.  This information becomes part of the body of knowl-
edge that we use to understand our world.

There is a soft place in my heart for scientists.  I married one.  Scientists look for patterns in nature and 
solve problems using facts.  Those are attractive traits.  As plant people, we look for patterns that give 
us clues to help us identify plants.  Leaf margins and shapes, arrangements on the stem, flower types 
and growing conditions are all helpful in learning about plants and understanding what distinguishes 
one plant from another.  Plants can give us clues about the health of a habitat or what animals might be 
found there.  Making observations like these are part of what scientists do to understand and document 
nature.  As you grow in your knowledge of plants and share that with others, you too are contributing 
to the body of knowledge that helps us all to navigate this world. 

Scientists work in universities, high schools, governmental agencies, nongovernmental organizations, 
research-oriented industries, plant societies - actually anywhere there is a curiosity about nature with a 
desire to observe it, understand it, document it and share the data—there you will find a scientist!  It’s 
imperative for the survival of our species, and so many other species that share this planet with us, that 
we all understand and respect science and scientists.

In our Native Plant Society we can be part of a great and honorable movement to research and utilize 
native plants and conserve plant habitats for the betterment of our lives and the future people’s lives. 
We do this through education, outreach, and example.  This is our mission!  The NPSOT has more spe-
cific goals based on this mission embodied in our Strategic Plan.  We hope to finalize the newest plan 
this year and begin working on implementing it in 2019.  

Please go to https://npsot.org/wp/sp/   Read what the Planning and Development committee has been 
working on.  Comment on it if you have some constructive criticism.  Read the comments already post-
ed.  You will quickly learn it is not a perfect document, but it is an honest effort to establish goals that 
will help us become a stronger Society that better achieves our mission established almost forty years 
ago.  

As you tour your garden this autumn enjoying the fruits of your labors, thank yourself for being part of 
a Society that supports and promotes scientific efforts thus working to help both people and nature. 
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The President’s Corner - October2018  -  by Kim Conrow

 

Photos by Kim Conrow  NPSOT 

Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus 

Adult on Leucophyllum frutescen

Caterpillar on Asclepias tuberosa Chrysalis on Muhlenbergia lindheimeri

Three out of four life stages…

Continued from Page 3
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Stella Rowan Prairie by Kim Conrow & Laura Penn

Our beloved native prairie, Stella Rowan, because of the wise new mowing schedule approved 
by the Resource Center Director and Chapter member Jamie Willis, is again providing food and 
shelter for wildlife!  This prairie, along the I-35 corridor, is a Fort Worth treasure and major local 
source of Monarch friendly habitat. 

Laura Penn and other NPSOT and Native Prairie Association of Texas (NPAT) members have 
been active on the prairie all year!  Here is a report from Laura: 

“Barbara Fleischman and I did several iNaturalist trips this past spring and early summer, then 
took a break for summer, one was with Bob O’Kennon. Bob does iNaturalist on his own out 
there pretty regularly too. Barbara and I plan to start up again with iNaturalist at Stella Row-
an this Fall. Jamie Willis, Michelle Villafranca and I teamed up on the native plant landscaping 
project this spring around one of the Resource Connection buildings. I will actually be out there 
on Friday (in August) to check on the installation to see how it survived the summer heat and 
recent rains. It will probably need some weeding is my expectation.  Michelle Villafranca and Su-
zanne Tuttle lead the NPAT Prairie Seekers course (power point presentation part at Texas Agril-
ife office / meeting room). On-site prairie training in Stella Rowan Prairies was this past spring. 
Other visits have been informal prairie hikes.”
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 Tarrant County Mayors’ Monarch Summit 
by Kim Conrow

        Enlightened by the National Wildlife 
Federation (NWF) Mayors’ Monarch Pledge, officials from all over 
Tarrant County met to discuss efforts to sustain the population of 
Monarchs and their migration.  Floreen Henry, Professor of French at 
TCC South Campus had the idea to hold this summit and was the 
driving force for organizing it.  She deserves great accolades for her 
vision and tenacity!  Thank you Floreen and TCC South Leadership! 

Floreen partnered with the Fort Worth Pollinator Ambassadors 
(FWPA) group to set up informational displays in the antechamber to 
the large room where the summit was held.  Our Chapter is part of this 
group.  It is composed of many organizations including the Fort Worth 
Zoo and the US Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS).  The FWPA work to 
help our Mayor Betsy Price and mayors throughout the County to 
fulfill their pledge to help conserve Monarch butterflies.  These groups 
along with the Master Gardeners of Tarrant County, Monarch Watch, 
Cross Timbers Master Naturalists and Texan by Nature all had booths 
set up!   

After a brief lesson on Monarchs by Susan Kaderka, Regional Executive Director NWF, discussion 
among the mayors included increasing efforts to educate citizens on the benefits of using native plants 
in their home landscaping, re-wording ordinances to encourage citizens to grow native plants, having 
cities use more native plants on city properties, establishing more city Monarch Waystations, 
encouraging citizens to do the same and fostering greater public understanding by using signage, 
including NWF Wildscape Habitat signs and Monarch Watch Monarch Waystation signs.  

Over thirteen Tarrant County cities were represented at the summit.  The mayors of Forest Hill,  
Arlington and Burleson took the challenge to become Monarch Champion cities by adopting ALL the 
action items in: https://www.nwf.org/~/media/PDFs/Garden-for-Wildlife/Mayors-Monarch-
Pledge_Action-Items.pdf 

Fellow NPSOT members, we are on the threshold of a sea change.  We must continue to fulfill our 
mission and be engaged with all, both publicly and privately.   Thank you for being a part of this 
important mission.  Let's keep the momentum going!

The Tarrant County Mayor’s Summit 
on September 20 was a resounding success!

Missy Singleton from USFWS

Thanks to Bill Freiheit and Zach Chapman for organizing our display! 

Additional Photographs 
on Page 14
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Flower of the Month for October 
White Mistflower

Story and Photographs by Josephine Keeney

White Mistflower, Ageratina havanensis
Asteraceae (Aster Family)

What a magnet for all kinds of pollinators is White Mistflower!!

Just at a time when most flowering plants are going to rest for the winter, this plant explodes into gor-
geous bloom that covers the entire plant.

Bloom time is late October to early November making it the latest bloomer in the garden and a most 
delightful sight late in the season.

The scent is intoxicating on warm days, attracting all the flying creatures in the neighborhood with the 
promise of sweet nectar. I have seen bees, moths, butterflies, and all kinds of bugs on it, some looking for 
nectar and some looking for a quick lunch.  It is a lot of fun to watch them in action.

This plant is a deciduous perennial woody shrub that can reach 6 feet in height, but I prefer to cut it 
back by half in the dormant season to encourage heavy bloom.

Ageratina havanensis is native to the Texas Hill country as well as Mexico, Cuba, and the Bahamas.  It 
prefers a sunny location but can live in partial shade although it will not bloom as heavily. It is cold and 
heat tolerant, not picky about soil types, and can take drought fairly well.

It is very easily propagated by soft-wood cuttings in the spring, or semi-hardwood cuttings in the sum-
mer.

Needless to say I think this plant deserves to have a prominent place in every garden so more people and 
especially all the pollinators can enjoy it.

by Josephine Keeney 

Photographs 
on Page 8
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Flower of the Month for October 
White Mistflower

Photographs by Josephine Keeney
Continued from Page 7

Close up of white mistflower

Mixed bed

With Bee

With Monarch
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2018 ACTIVITIES for Fall other than NPSOT 
by Martha Mullens

BRIT
Yard Smart Seminars Free  Hosted by Fort Worth Water Department & 
Texas AgriLife Extension Service. Seminars are held at BRIT from 6-8 PM on Thursdays. 
Registration required.    fortworthtexas.gov/yardsmart

Oct. 4  Texas Trees
Nov. 1  Composting

Events with fees:  $20 members & $25 non-members.  Registration is required.
Oct. 6   10:00 AM-12:00 PM Native Grasses of North Central TX 

Fort Worth Nature Center & Refuge    ($5 fee for nonmembers)
Check out programs other than the ones listed below at fwnaturecenter.org.

Sun., Oct. 7  Last of the Insects   1;30-3:30 PM
Weekends, October 6, 7, 13, 14, 20, 21, 27, 28    Nature Hikes 10 AM-Noon
Wed., October 3, 10, 17, 24, 31  Studying Aquatic Portion of Riverbottom Trail     
   along the West Fork of the Trinity River 10 AM-Noon

Sat., Oct. 20  Monarch’s Fall Adventure  1:30-3:00 PM
Sun., Oct. 28  Hidden Homes of Critters   2-3:30 PM
Sun., Nov. 4  Autumn Colored Leaves  1:30-3:00 PM

Native Prairies Association of Texas Fort Worth Chapter
   4801 Marine Creek Pkwy., NW Campus TCC, Fort Worth
 
Tues., Oct. 8  Native grass identification by Glenn Merkord, VP & Sr. Biologist
   of Bluestem Environmental Consultants 6:30-8:00 PM

AUTUMN

Sat., Oct. 6  Monarch Migration Festival 1-4 PM FWBG  Free

Activities Cont. on Page 10
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Board Meetings open to members of NCNPSOT 6:30 PM, F W Botanic Garden
October 23   November 27   December-none

General Meeting Programs: (6 PM: Social, 6:30 PM: Meeting,  7 PM Program), Thursdays

Oct. 4  Plant Swap
Nov. 1  Foraging Wild Plants in Texas   Troy Mullens
Dec. 6  Holiday Social & Pot Luck Dinner, Awards, New Officers Introduction 

FIELD TRIPS:
Sat., Oct. 13 10 AM  Tour 2: Demonstration Gardens:
    SW Subcourthouse and SW Regional Library
Sat., Nov. 3 9 AM   Tour 3: Mineral Wells Fossil Park  

EVENTS:

Texas Native Plant Week:   October 15-21
 Special celebration at Interstate 35 Monarch Waystation in Bell Co.
 near Salado (details on NPSOT website)
 
 Tarrant  County tours of native gardens (fee) and 
 NCNPSOT demonstration gardens (free)

Fall NPSOT Symposium  October 18-21  San Antonio
 (Higher pricing for registration after September 28)
 ______________________

Special Announcements:
If you would like to become a Master Gardener, call 817-884-1945 to apply. Interviews will be in 
the fall. Classes are conducted January-March at the Agri-Life Building, 200 Taylor Street, Fort 
worth. agrilife.org

Continued from Page 9

NORTH CENTRAL CHAPTER of the NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY of TEXAS
by Martha Mullens

Volunteer Activities 
Continued on Page 11
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Volunteer at our Demonstration Gardens*

Fielder House Butterfly Garden   
 1616 W Abram St, Arlington Leaders: Josephine Keeney, Jane Osterhuis, Charlie Amos       
Mondays 9-12  October 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

Molly Hollar Wildscape  9:00AM-noon every Wed & 1st Saturday
   Veterans Park, Arlington       Leader: Ann Knudsen
1st Sat:   October 6  
Wed.:      October 3, 10, 17, 24, 31

Native Plant Gardens at SW Regional Library at Hulen 7:30-11:30 AM 
   4001 Library Ln, Fort Worth Leaders: Theresa Thomas, Char McMorrow
2nd & 4th Thursdays     October 11, 25

SW Tarrant Co. Sub Courthouse  9:00-11:00AM
   6551 Granbury Rd, Fort Worth Leaders: Gailon Hardin, Dawn Hancock
2nd Sat.:  October 13       last Wed.:  October 31

 Volunteer at BRIT 1700 University Dr, Fort Worth 76107
Director of Volunteers: jdonovan@brit.org
Herbarium trehman@brit.org
Education kwhitlock@brit.org
Library LVenhaus@brit.org

 Volunteer at River Legacy Park in Arlington    817-860-6752 ext. 109
Volunteer Manager: Sherrie Ripple Opportunities on website: riverlegacy.org

 Volunteer at the Fort Worth Nature Center & Refuge
 9601 Fossil Ridge Rd, Fort Worth 76135
Volunteer Coordinator: Laura Veloz fwnc.org 817-392-7410
Volunteer Positions: Docent, Outdoor Conservationist (Natural Guard). Restoration Greenhouse,
Visitor Center Host, Special Events, Animal Care

 Volunteer at White Settlement Monarch Waystation
Leaders: Sandy Fountain, Merita Knapp      
3rd Sat.  October 20

 Volunteer at the Pollinator Garden Knapp Heritage Park Arlington
  201 West Front Street   1st Monday 9:00-12:00       October 1

* Note: Master Naturalists and Master Gardeners can get volunteer hours for work performed.

Continued from Page 10

Volunteer Activities for Fall 2018 
by Martha Mullens
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Book Review:
Common Flora of the Playa Lakes

by Martha Mullens

This is not a book for everyone. It is interesting to look at and read in small stages. It does not 
lend itself to reading straight through like a novel. However, if you are intrigued by the title be-
cause you have gone on a tour of a blackland prairie, or you lived in the Texas Panhandle, or you 
have playas on your property, then this might be the reference for you.

I became interested in playas during the time we lived 60 miles northeast of Amarillo. On 
bird-watching expeditions, I noticed these cavities on the plains. Local residents called them buf-
falo wallows. Some were small, a few feet across, which seemed to lend some substance to that 
name. However, some were much larger, like small lakes (15+ acres). This became very evident 
when viewed from an airplane after a rain. So I wondered how many buffalo it took to make that 
large a wallow. After some research, I discovered 
that these were better named playas. In North 
Texas Backland Prairie there are similar depres-
sions, but much smaller ones, called gilgae. In 
the Panhandle, these playas are very important to 
deer, pronghorn, bison, and cattle because they 
retain water after scarce rains. They also attract 
migrating birds and are great places to go ob-
serve them.
 
There are certain plants that are found in or near 
these playas, and that is what this book cov-
ers. It is intended to be a technical resource for 
private landowners, conservation groups, and 
government agencies interested in playa conser-
vation and management. But it can be a handy 
field guide for hikers, bird watchers, and other 
naturalists who enjoy exploring the Playa Lakes 
of Texas, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Kansas, and 
Colorado. 85% of playas occur in Texas and New 
Mexico on the Llano Estacado south of the Cana-
dian River.

Book Review - Common Flora of the Playa Lakes
by Martha Mullens

 
Continued on Page 13
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Book Review - Common Flora of the Playa Lakes
by Martha Mullens

The information in the book is based on a detailed plant survey of 230 playas in these 5 states. Detailed descrip-
tions of 72 plant species most frequently associated with playas are presented. These include their common and 
botanical names (with synonyms), a botanical treatment of distinguishing characteristics, the wetland indicator 
status of the species, wildlife and livestock use of the species, seasonal and geographic distribution of species oc-
currence, and references to characteristics that separate them from similar species. Color photographs highlight 
key field identification characteristics for each species description. There is also an introduction to the ecology of 
playa lakes and an appendix listing all known plant species reported from playa lakes as of 1997.

We found that there are many amazing creatures that inhabit these playas. One that I always found intriguing 
was the tadpole shrimp. As an adult it only lives while there is water in the depression (maybe 8 to 10 days). They 
mate, lay eggs, and then die when the water dries up. But with the next rains, the eggs hatch, and the life cycle 
begins again. They look like miniature horseshoe crabs and are about 1 inch wide and 3-4 inches long. They are 
called living fossils because they haven’t changed in over 200 million years and so are considered to be one of 
the oldest known animal species. How sad to think that if playas disappeared that such an organism which has 
survived for so long would become extinct.

Playas get little attention compared to prairies, forests, large wetlands, rivers, and oceans, but they are very im-
portant in the overall scheme of things, and  many organisms depend upon them for life.  Of the 160,000 ha of 
wetland habitat, playas occupy less than 2% of the landscape, but they are of vital importance to the 200 species 
of birds, 9 species of amphibians, 37 species of mammals, several species of snakes, and unnumbered species of 
invertebrates that depend upon them.

Plowing has destroyed many, but thank goodness most ranchers in the plains haven’t bulldozed the land level 
yet. In fact some landowners actually use them for water storage and irrigation and some lease them for hunting. 
More than 70% of the playas larger than 10 acres have been modified for dumping or recycling of waste water. 
The Playa Lakes Region is the most heavily agriculturally impacted region in the Western Hemisphere. However, 
since 1986 the USDA has encouraged farmers to leave perennial cover in place of crops by offering in exchange 
annual rental payments to reduce soil erosion so there is still hope for the preservation of playas. This book is an 
attempt to make people realize their importance and help preserve them. 

Another resource is Playas of the Great Plains, also by Loren M. Smith. This book devotes only one chapter (20 
pages) to flora, 41 pages to fauna (mostly vertebrates), and 15 more pages to invertebrates. Instead it concentrates 
more on the whole environment and conservation of the playas.

Haukos, David, Loren M. Smith, Common Flora of the Playa Lakes, 
 Texas Tech University Press, Lubbock, TX, 1997 
Smith, Loren M., Playas of the Great Plains, University of Texas Press, Austin, TX, 2003 

Continued from Page 12
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Photos from Mayor’s Monarch Summit
by Donna Honkomp

MAYORS MONARCH
SUMMIT

September 20, 2018
Noon - 1:30 p.m.
Fusion Auditorium SETC 1100

WORKING TOGETHER TO AID IN THE
RECOVERY OF THE MONARCH BUTTERFLY

Amy Noman
817-515-4537 | amy.noman@tccd.edu

An Equal Opportunity Institution/Equal access to persons with disabilities. 10-33818-07-18-AW

TARRANT COUNTY LEADERS

Come Join Us!Come Join Us!

September 20, 2018
Noon - 1:30 p.m.
Fusion Auditorium SETC 1100

Floreen Henry
817-515-4628 | floreen.henry@tccd.edu

For more information, please contact:

Susan Kaderka, National Wildlife Federation Regional Executive Director 
and the Mayors Panel moderated by Brian Johnson

 

chrysalis at BRIT

Tag and Release
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Monarch Appreciation - Lincoln Brower

"We should care about monarchs like we care 
about the Mona Lisa or the beauty of Mozart's 
music. To me, the monarch butterfly is a 
treasure like a great piece of art. We need to 

develop a cultural appreciation of wildlife 
that's equivalent to art and music."
 
-Lincoln Brower, 1931 - 2018; scientist and lepidopterist who died on July 
17 at age 86. He spent 60 years studying Monarch butterflies and their aw-
inspiring migratory journey. Read a full obituary in NY Times here: 
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/24/obituaries/lincoln-brower-champion-
of...
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Plant Your Own Bluebonnet Patch
by Martha Mullens

Reprint from Last Months’ Issue — It’s not too late.

What flower do most people associate with Texas? Almost anyone you ask, whether they are Texans or 
not, will immediately say bluebonnets. The reason is that we see masses of them along the roadsides in 
the spring. We see them pictured on magazine covers, in paintings, on post cards, and social media. The 
iconic bluebonnet represents Texas.

But what if you want them in your yard? The best time to plant the seeds is between September 1 and 
mid-November. Planting in the fall allows the seeds time to germinate and grow a heavy root system 
during the winter. This will produce a hardy plant that is ready to produce flowers in spring.

It is very important to be aware that not all of the seeds will germinate in the first year or two. This 
can be frustrating. Be patient or intervene with a process called scarification. Bluebonnets produce 
hard-coated seeds that are drought resistant. In nature, the coating will wear down from abrasion and 
decay in time, but it may take a few years. To speed up this process you can score the coating with a 
sharp knife or scape away some of it with sandpaper, but you must be careful not to cut too deep and 
expose the delicate embryo plant which will dry out and die.

If you want a patch of flowers, spread about an ounce of seeds per 200 square feet, or about 5 seeds per 
square foot. This will produce a good display in 2-3 years. If you want flowers more quickly, spread 8-10 
seeds per square foot. These rates are based on sowing bluebonnet seeds only. 

Bluebonnets require full sun. They are adapted to rocky, alkaline soils, but will survive in most any soil 
if there is good contact between the seed and 
the soil. After sowing, press the seeds firmly 
into the ground. Cover the seeds with less than 
¼ inch of soil. Water the soil thoroughly and 
lightly water every 3 days for about 3 weeks if 
there is no rain. They do not tolerate soil that 
is too wet. Fertilizer is not recommended, as 
this will produce more leaves than blooms. If 
they do not bloom in the spring, fertilize with 
compost tea or cotton seed meal. Do not mow 
or prune until after the plants have produced 
mature seedpods which are yellow or brown. 

Bluebonnets may start blooming as early as 
March 15 or as late as May 1 depending on the 
temperature and rain. Typically they will bloom 
for about 1 month. It may take some effort 
to get them started, but once your patch has 
become established, the bluebonnets should 
reappear each spring.

Texas Bluebonnet, Lupinus texensis © Troy Mullens
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Membership Update for Sept 15, 2018 by Donna Honkomp

As of 9-15-18, we have 245 current/active members.

Four (4) new members joined at the North Central Chapter General Meeting on 9-6-18 (Thursday). 
Chris Lokey
Sally Harris
Diana Pacheco
Morgan Gostel

And seven (7) new members joined at the NLCP class held at the FWBG on 9-15-18 (Saturday).
Diana Shackelford
Julie Garza
Erika Choffel
Patricia Coble
Leea White
Vanessa Daniel
Cynthia Williams

There were 43 members that signed in at the General Meeting on 9-6-18, and 4 visitors. 
We had a total headcount of 44. 

Please remember to sign in.

If anyone is interested in becoming a Co-Chair for the Membership position with the North Central 
Chapter-NPSOT, please send an email to donna@txnativeplants.org; with “Interested in the Co-Chair 
Membership Position-(type your first and last name)” in the subject line. Please include in the body of 
the email: the best phone number to contact you and the best time to call you to discuss further details.

September Refreshment Hosts by Corinna Benson

This month for Hospitality I would like to thank Jeanette Berkley, Steve Smith, Kim Conrow, and Kathy Living-
ston for bringing snacks in September. 

For the board meeting in September I would like to thank Josephine Keeney for bringing snacks to the board 
meeting.
Thanks!
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 NICE! Plant of the 2018 Fall Season
Written by Dr. Becca Dickstein

Plant of the Season, Sponsored by the North Central Chapter, Native Plant Society Chapter of Texas 
Operation NICE! (Natives Instead of Common Exotics) –Fall, 2018

Fragrant Sumac, Rhus trilobata: Medium-size deciduous shrub for fall color  
 

Description: Rhus trilobata is called Fragrant 
Sumac or Skunkbush Sumac. This shrub is 
native to the western U.S., including Texas. 
Fragrant Sumac is deciduous, 3-6 ft. tall; 
individual plants may spread to 6-8 ft. wide. 
Its trifoliate 1.5 in long, toothed leaves 
emerge after its flowers in spring, become 
glossy deep green in summer, and then turn 
yellow, orange and red in fall. Fragrant Sumac 
spreads via its roots to form colonies. It is 
generally pest- and disease-free. The leaves 
and young branches are fuzzy and are 
fragrant when crushed. 

Flowers and Seeds: Individual plants of 
Fragrant Sumac are female or male, with sex-
specific flowers. In males, inconspicuous 
catkins bloom in spring. Female plants flower 
in small, creamy yellow clusters in early 
spring before the foliage emerges. Male plants 
must be available nearby for pollination to 
enable the female plants to produce berries. 
The berries are edible, hairy, red to dark-red in color and typically appear in May. Birds usually devour Fragrant 
Sumac berries by June.  

Planting sites: Full or partial sun is best for Fragrant Sumac. It will grow well in a wide variety of soils, including 
poor rocky soil. It must have good drainage.   

Watering Instructions: Water Fragrant Sumac when first planted. Once established, it is drought-tolerant.  

Comments: Fragrant Sumac’s colorful leaves make it an autumn standout. Its dense foliage and tendency to form 
thickets make it useful as a thick, deciduous hedge or screen. R. trilobata’s leaves resemble those of the larger 
sprawling shrub R. aromatic also called “Fragrant Sumac”, causing confusion. R. trilobata is non-toxic, despite its 
also being in the same genus as poison ivy. In fact, R. trilobata berries can be eaten or used to make beverages. 
Fragrant Sumac is recognized for attracting and providing shelter for native bees. Its berries feed birds and 
wildlife. Companion plants include Autumn Sage (Salvia greggii), Fall Aster (Symphyotrichum oblongifolium), 
Little Bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium), Gregg’s Mistflower (Conoclinium greggii), Lindheimer's Muhly 
(Muhlenbergia lindheimeri), Gulf Muhly (M. capillaris) and Gayfeather (Liatris mucronata). Consider planting 
Fragrant Sumac instead of exotic perennial shrubs like Oleander, Nandina and highly invasive Japanese 
Ligustrum, a.k.a. Privet species.   

Look for the NICE! Plant of the Season signs and information sheets on your next visit to a participating North 
Texas nursery. Thank you for using native plants in your landscapes.   

www.media.txnativeplants.org      Written by Dr. Becca Dickstein 

North Central Chapter, Native Plant Society of Texas Meetings are the 1st Thursdays Feb thru Jun & Aug thru 
Dec at the Ft. Worth Botanic Gardens, Deborah Beggs Moncrief Garden Center, Orchid Rm., at 6:30 p.m. 

Fragrant Sumac: Left, late spring. Right top, early spring 
flowers; middle, berries late spring; bottom, fall foliage. 
Photos courtesy of Becca Dickstein and Kathy Saucier.
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Answer to Last Month’s Puzzle and A New Puzzle 

Last month’s Puzzle Answer

Male Texas Ash blooms

May be in danger of
severe losses in a few years

due to the Emerald Ash Borer.

New Puzzle

It’s tiny

It’s red or scarlet.
May be mixed in with
grasses and horseherb.

It’s vining & sprawling.

It’s kin to four-o’clocks.
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October Program: Plant Swap by Troy Mullens

Plant Swap, Oct 4

 A fun time to learn about other member’s plants and take something new home.

What are you bringing?

?
What will you take home?

?
It’s a fun time to steal someone else’s prize selection.
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Not in the mountains, nor in the snow.
‘Euphorbia’ is the first name to know.

Wistfully sounds like a sonata,
with an epithet of ‘marginata’.

©2018 The Mullens’
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Monarch Helpful Information and Links

Monarchs, Pollinators and Native Plants - Helpful Links  

 

 

Monarch Watch: Create a Waystation and become certified                                                                                          
and  more! http://monarchwatch.org  

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service: https://www.fws.gov  search “monarchs”  

USDA: https://www.usda.gov  search “monarchs”  

National Wildlife Federation: Mayor’s Monarch Pledge & Certified Wildlife Habitats 
https://www.nwf.org/Garden-For-Wildlife/ About/National-Initiatives/   

Journey North: Citizen Science Program for documenting migrations and more.                                                       
http://www.learner.org/jnorth/monarchs  

Monarch Larva Monitoring Project: Citizen Scientists doing long                                                                                 
term site monitoring and more! www.mimp.org  

Texas Parks & Wildlife: numerous helpful links - all about monarchs!                                                                                                               
https:// tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/wildlife_diversity/texas_nature_trackers/monarch/  

TPWD: An identification guide (downloadable PDF) to milkweeds in Texas: https://www.wildflower.org/
plants/TPWD-Identification-Milkweeds-Texas.pdf  

Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center: search for regional plants.                                                                                 
http://www.wildflower.org/plants/search.php?start=10&pagecount=10  

Monarch Gateway: helps with regional planning and offers many services                                                             
including providing milkweed plants. http://www.monarchgateway.org  

 

The Native American Seed Company: You really must order one of their catalogs.                                                    
It is a wealth of information. http://www.seedsource.com/Default.asp  

Xerces - protecting invertebrates and their habitats.  https://xerces.org 
 
Audubon - protects birds and the places they need, today and tomorrow.                                                                                  
http://www.audubon.org 

NABA - North American Butterfly Association  http://naba.org

Monarch Joint Venture: More than 50 conservation, education, and research 
partners from across the United States are working together to conserve the 
monarch migration.  https://monarchjointventure.org

Bring Back the Monarchs to Texas Program  http://npsot.org/wp/monarchs/ 
Native Landscaping Certification Program http://npsot.org/wp/nlcp/  

“Optimizing milkweed species selection to promote Monarch Butterfly                       
survival in Texas”   Posted on August 21, 2016 by Ronald Martin                                                          

http://npsot.org/wp/story/2016/9135/  
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Can you identify these? Which one is not in our Eco-region?
Blooming Now by Troy & Martha Mullens

  Blooming in our yard now continued on Page 28



 October 2018 NPSOT News  North Central Texas Chapter   Page  24

Fielder Butterfly Garden News
Article and Photographs by Josephine Keeney

Fielder House Continues to bloom and looks lush.

News 
Continued 
on Page 25

The Milkweed vine in its Glory, 
smells good too.

The Beebrush. Great for pollinators and 
it also smells great.
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Knapp Heritage Park News
Article and Photographs by Josephine Keeney

We are building a new bed by the entrance gate and making the others bet-
ter. More pictures next month.

Continued from Page 24

News 
Continued 
on Page 26
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Molly Hollar Wildscape News
Article and Photographs by Josephine Keeney

The recent rains have caused the flowers to explode. It looks beautiful!!

Maypop Passionflower

Continued from Page 25

Flame Acanthus Frostweed and Cowpen daisy

Kidneywood Turk’s Cap and Rock Rose
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This is meant to be a starter list only and by no means is inclusive of all the wonderful native plants 
that can be in a pollinator garden. Ask your local NPSOT Chapter (npsot.org) or native nursery’s 
staff for advice on other choices for your pollinator garden. 

Small Trees: Desert Willow (Chilopsis linearis), Goldenball Leadtree 
(Leucaena retusa), Eve’s Necklace (Styphnolobium affine), Yaupon Holly   
(Ilex vomitoria), American Smoke Tree (Cotinus obovatus)

Bushes/shrubs: Texas Lantana (Lantana urticoides), Turkscap 
(Malvaviscus drummondii), Autumn sage (Salvia greggii), Cenizo 
(Leucophyllum frutescens), Flame acanthus (Anisacanthus quadrifidus),   

Rock Rose (Pavonia lasiopetala), Kidneywood (Eysenhardtia texana)

Milkweeds: larval host plants for Monarch and Queen butterflies.                                              
Butterflyweed (Asclepias tuberosa), Antelope horns (Asclepias asperula),                                                        
Zizotes (Asclepias oenotheroides), Green Milkweed (Asclepias viridis) 

Others: Mealy Blue Sage (Salvia farinacea), Gregg’s Mistflower (Conoclinium greggii), Winecup 
(Callirhoe involuncrata), Four-nerve daisy (Tetranuris scaposa), Zexmenia (Wedelia hispida), 
Gayfeathers (Liatris spp.), Goldenrod (Solidago spp.), Maximillian sunflower (Helianthus 
maximiliani), Fall blooming asters (Symphyotrichum oblongifolium), Purple coneflower (Echinacea 
spp.), Pitcher sage (Salvia azurea) , Scarlet sage (S. coccinea), Frostweed (Verbesina virginica), White 
mistflower (Ageratina havanensis), Gaillardia (Gaillardia spp.), Little Bluestem grass (Schizachyrium 
scoparium), Sideoats grama grass (Bouteloua curtipendula), Blue Muhly grass (Muhlenbergia 
lindheimeri), Inland Sea Oats (Chasmanthium latifolium)

NPSOT mission: Promoting research, conservation and utilization of native plants 
and plant habitats of Texas through education, outreach and example. (npsot.org)

For information on plant bloom times, sizes, water needs and more go to the        
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center’s native plant data base.  wildflower.org  

The following sources have more information on pollinators.

Xerces - protecting invertebrates and their habitats.  https://xerces.org 
Audubon - protects birds and the places they need, today and tomorrow. http://www.audubon.org 
NABA - North American Butterfly Association  http://www.naba.org 
Monarch Joint Venture - Partnering to conserve the monarch butterfly migration.   
https://monarchjointventure.org 

All photos copyright: K. Conrow 2017  

Short List of Plants             
for a                                              

North Central Texas                                                      
Pollinator Garden 
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Blooming in our yard now.
by Troy & Martha Mullens

Continued from Page 23

horse herb

Dayflower

Sharp-pod Morning Glory

Turk’s cap
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 NLCP Class September 15, 2018
by Martha Mullens

Photos continued on Page 30

The autumn class of Native Landscape Certification Program (NLCP) Level 1 met at the Fort 
Worth Botanic Garden on Saturday, September 15. 

There were 27 attendees present. 

Our North Central Chapter hosted the event, and several of our members volunteered to help. 
Suzanne Tuttle and Kim Conrow both gave excellent presentations introducing the ecoregions, 
prominent plants, and characteristics of plants in general. Sandy Fountain was the emcee. Su-
zanne with Bill Freiheit, Sandy with Bill Hopkins, and Theresa Thomas with Ann Knudsen led 
the field trips. Patti Maness, Donna Honkomp, and Ann Knudsen helped with registration and 
grading of the tests, as did Sandy and Bill Freiheit. Bill Hopkins was Test Administrator. Ann 
brought live plants from the Molly Hollar Wildscape to show in case of rain and for general ref-
erence. A few other people brought plants to fill in for those Ann didn’t have. David Craig came 
in early to help with setup. Snacks of fruit, and cookies were furnished with coffee and bottled 
water. Merita Knapp organized the whole thing. Good job to all of you.

There were people attending from counties other than Tarrant, including Wise, Johnson, Dallas, 
Rockwall, and Denton. There were in attendance several of our chapter members: Bill Sargent, 
Ray Conrow, Troy Mullens, Martha Mullens, Corinna Benson, Heath Israel, Carol Sewell, Claire 
Alford, Denise Carter, and Rozanne Francis. Besides NPSOT members there were Master Natu-
ralists, Master Gardeners, and people that were just interested in growing native plants.

7 NPSOT memberships and 4 books were sold. Kudos to Patti and Donna.

The presentations and walk abouts were interesting and informative. Although the class was 
long, 9 AM to 5 PM, the test was hard, and the temperature was hot for a walk, all attendees 
should have learned a lot. Everyone seemed to enjoy the experience and will probably be looking 
forward to participating in another level when it is offered next year.
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NLCP Class September 15, 2018
by Martha Mullens, Photos by Troy Mullens

Continued from Page 29

Suzanne Tuttle explains grasses
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General Meeting Minutes, September 6, 2018
Submitted by Karen Harden

NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY OF TEXAS – NORTH CENTRAL CHAPTER
Fort Worth Botanical Garden Deborah Beggs-Moncrief Center

President Kim Conrow called the meeting to order at 6:37 p.m.  Kim welcomed all to the meeting.  Overview 
was given of the Mission Statement, which is to Promoting research, conservation and utilization of native plants 
and plant habitats of Texas through education, outreach and example.  Noted we are a 501.c.3 non-profit orga-
nization supported through grants, member fees, donations, and our plant sales. She welcomed and recognized 
guests and new members that were in attendance. 

Secretary Approval of Minutes: With no corrections noted for the August minutes, they were approved as pub-
lished in the Chapter newsletter.

Treasurer Report:  Presented by Gailon Hardin, recorded from Balance Sheet.
 North Central Chapter account $12,385.59  
Included in this amount are the balances, rounded, for the following sub-accounts.
 Southwest Sub Courthouse account $1,800.00
 Southwest Regional Library account $   380.00
 Meadowbrook Elementary account $   364.00 
There is $91.20 in outstanding checks.

Kim spoke on the Chapter report that was sent out to the membership.  Kim emphasized how very, very busy 
our Chapter is and the impact we make in our community.  Being at the State level, Kim gets to read all the 
Chapter reports and can see that our Chapter is one of the most active in the Society.  Encouraged everyone to 
give themselves a big hand for being so awesome. 

VP Programs: Ray Conrow announced our program for October is the annual plant exchange meeting.  Mem-
bers are to bring a plant, describe their plant, then exchange their plant in some fun fashion.  If members forget 
to bring a plant or doesn’t have one to exchange, there will be plenty of “extra” plants around for the taking.
 
Committees: 

Communications:  Patti Maness volunteered to help out with on the web site committee.  Kim reported that the 
State Liaison, Michael Eason did a review on all the Society Chapter’s websites and reported back that our web-
site was one of the best out there. 

Demo Gardens: Gailon Hardin recognized the volunteers who helped out at the demo gardens during the 
month of August.  Volunteers recorded about 270 hours for the month.

Education: Bill Freiheit announced the next NLCP class is coming up on September 15, 2018.  The class is full 
with a waiting list.  Conducted a little survey on how many members had gardens that were certified as Monarch 
Waystations.  He also sent out an email asking members to respond if they had gardens registered as Monarch 
Waystations.  He is mapping gardens for Kim’s booth display at the Mayors Summit on September 20th.  

  General Meeting Minutes continued on Page 32
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General Meeting Minutes, September 6, 2018
Submitted by Karen Harden

Continued from Page 31

Events: Yard Smart is scheduled for September 8th and the Monarch Festival will be held on October 6th.  Both 
events are at the Botanical Gardens.

Field Trip:  Eric Johnson handed out a list of proposed fall field trips.  He asked the members to mark their 
choices and return the lists back to him.  Proposed field trips are Mineral Wells Fossil Park, Airfield Falls Trail-
head in Fort Worth and a local tour of our demonstration gardens at the Southwest Sub Courthouse and South-
west Regional Library.

Newsletter:  Troy Mullens inquired who had read the newsletter and how many were able to answer the plant 
quiz.  He thanked all for reading the newsletter.

NICE!:  Rozanna Francis announced that the fall plant of the season is the Fragrant Sumac.  It is native to west-
ern U.S., including Texas.  It is also known as Skunkbush Sumac.  More information on this plant can be found in 
the September newsletter. 

This plant is difficult to find in the nurseries and a member questioned why such a plant was chosen if it was not 
readily available.  Rozanna explained that sometimes the nurseries have not propagated the plant in time or they 
cannot get them from their growers.  This has been an issue with the NICE! Program and hopefully changes will 
be forth coming with the new Strategic Plan being developed for the Society.

Part of the Strategic Plan is to have committee co-chairs.  Rozanna would like to step into a co-chair position 
for the NICE! committee instead of being the Chair person.  If anyone is interested in knowing more about this 
position and what the responsibilities are, please contact her or Kim. 

For the new members, Kim explained that the NICE! Program, which is called Operation NICE!, is a state-wide 
program where Chapters work with nurseries that sell native plants.  The acronym stands for Native Instead of 
Common Exotics. 

Kim spoke on the Strategic Plan and how the State Society would like membership input on the Goals and Ob-
jectives listed.  An email with a link to the State website was sent to all members of the Society asking for com-
ments and suggestions.  Kim asked that members take a moment to review this document and submit comments 
and/or suggestions to this ambitious plan.
 
Plant Sale: Sandy Fountain reported that the plant sale is September 29 at River Legacy Park, Elm Grove Pavil-
ion.  Updated flyers are available to take and hand out to friends and family.   So far, she has a count of 880 plants 
that will be available at the sale.  Set up will be start at 7:00 a.m.  The plant gallery has been updated and is listed 
on the Chapter website.

  General Meeting Minutes continued on Page 33
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General Meeting Minutes, September 6, 2018
Submitted by Karen Harden

Continued from Page 32

The Molly Hollar plant sale is September 22nd.  Sales benefit the Molly Hollar Wildscape. Flyers are available 
and plant gallery is listed on their website.  The gardens will be 25 years old next year.  Molly Hollar Wildscape is 
a beautiful demonstration garden located near Veterans Park in Arlington. 

Membership:  Donna Honkomp reported 234 active members in the North Central Chapter.  Ninety-four new 
members have been added so far in 2018.  Tonight’s attendance was 43 members and 4 visitors.  Donna acknowl-
edged new members that were in attendance.

Hospitality: Corinna Benson thanked Kim Conrow, Jeanette Berkley, and Steve Smith for bringing snacks to the 
meeting.  She encouraged everyone to stay after the meeting for the door prizes.

Unfinished Business:
 1. Donna Honkomp recapped the Board approval of offering travel grants to the 2018 Native Plant 
Society Symposium in October.  She announced the three recipients, Kathy Livingston, Teresa Thomas, and Deb-
bie Stilson will each receive a $125 check once they return from the Symposium.

Announcements:

 1.  September 20th, there will be a Mayor’s Summit at TCC South Campus.  This summit is a focus 
of Tarrant County leaders working together to aid in the recovery of the Monarch butterfly.  Reception to follow 
meeting.
 2. October 6th, Monarch Festival at the Botanical Gardens.
 3. Pollinator Pathway along the braided walkway between BRIT and FWGB.  Existing plant removal 
is scheduled for September 12th and 15th from 8 a.m. – 12 p.m.  Plants that attract  hummingbirds, pollinators, 
and butterflies will be planted sometime in October.
 4. Symposium, October 21-23 in San Antonio.
 5. Strategic Plan – please read and submit comments/suggestions.

Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.

Program: “Developing a Lichen Research Program at BRIT”, presented by Taylor Quedensley.

Submitted by Karen Harden
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Fall Symposium 2018
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Plant Removal for the Pollinator Project
by Kim Conrow

We worked to remove plants for the new pollinator project.  Rain interfered with the other work-
day plans.  Saturday, September 15.

Check the Volunteer Page.
See what projects you could help with.

It’s fun and can get you outside.

L to R, Gordon Scruggs, a Master Gardener, Julie Hall (Botanic Garden), Zach Chapman
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Monarch Migration Festival

 * Butterfly Tagging * 
* Pollinator Education *  

* Fun Activities! *                                       
Children can “fly from Canada to Mexico,”  

earning a pair of butterfly wings! 
Learn about monarch’s life cycle, the amazing migration,                                 

the flowers that support their journey,                                                          
and how to create a butterfly garden.

3220 Botanic Garden Blvd., Fort Worth, TX 76107                                        
For more information: 

817.392.5510   or   gail.manning@fortworthtexas.gov 

Fort Worth Botanic Garden  
Saturday, October 6th, 1-4 PM  

Come Celebrate!                                                             
FREE Family Event 

Sorry, no pets allowed. 

Monarch Migration  
Festival 

Supporting the Mayors’ Monarch Pledge 

Kim Conrow
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Field Trips by Eric Johnson,
Photos by Donna Honkomp

AIRFIELD FALLS TRAILHEAD PARK

-September 23, 2018:  Meet up at 1:00 pm, at Airfield Falls Trailhead Park, 200 Pumphrey Drive, Fort Worth.  
This new park is located off highway 183, near the intersection with White Settlement Road.  Look for the sign 
that says “NAS Fort Worth JRB.”  The entrance road to this airbase goes right past the park entrance.  In other 
words, you follow the signs that lead you to the airbase, and the park is on the right, before you reach the airbase 
gate.  This is a linear park that follows the course of a creek called “Farmer Branch.”  The path is paved, smooth, 
and wheelchair accessible.  There are extensive plantings of native Texas flowers, and this area had more than 20 
butterflies flying about on a recent visit.  There are 3 footbridges that cross the creek, and eventually we will reach 
the falls.  The trail is about a mile long, so a round trip would be 2 miles.  There is a “port-o-potty” type bath-
room near the entrance, and also a cold water fountain.

Airfield Falls Trailhead Park Field Trip Report,  September 23 by Eric Johnson
“There were 9 people total including Donna & Chris Honkomp, Patti & Jim Manness, Gordon Scruggs, 
Eric Johnson, and there was a dad with two daughters, about 13, & 14 years old. It was raining lightly 
when we met in the parking lot, and there was no shelter, so we started out walking, and headed for the 
trees to get out of the rain. There was no time to sign in so I don’t have all the names. The rain did stop 
after ½ hour or so. You can see from the photos that we did see quite a lot of interesting things which 
made the trip worthwhile.”

FALL TOUR OF 2 DEMONSTRATION GARDENS
-October 13, 2018:  Meet up at 10:00 am, at the SW Sub Courthouse, located at 6551 Granbury Road, in 
Fort Worth.  This NPSOT demonstration garden is adjacent to the courthouse parking lot.  The location 
is north of Alta Mesa, and south of Hulen.  The large garden has native trees, shrubs, grasses, and flow-
ering plants.  I expect that we will find abundant insects, including butterflies and bees.  After visiting 
this garden, we will move on to the SW Regional Library, on Hulen Street, near the intersection with 
Briarhaven Road.  The NPSOT demonstration garden at this site has been carefully tended by a crew of 
volunteers for many years, and it has trees, including a Mexican plum, as well as shrubs and flowering 
plants.  There should be butterflies and bees visiting the flowers.  The library will be open on Saturday, 
and so there will be bathrooms available.

MINERAL WELLS FOSSIL PARK
-November 3, 2018:  Mineral Wells Fossil Park, 2375 Indian Creek Road, Mineral Wells, TX.  We will 
meet up at 9:00 am at the BRIT parking lot, near the gazebo with a blue roof, for ride sharing.  The park 
is described as an “eroded borrow pit,” which was previously used by the city to obtain topsoil for the 
purpose of covering at the city landfill.  The city allows visitors to dig for fossils, and keep what they dig 
up.  They do not allow commercial fossil hunting, however.  The landscape is heavily eroded, and not at 
all flat.  Bring a kneeling pad if you plan to do some digging.  Also, bring a hat, and the necessary tools.  
The park has “primitive bathroom facilities.”  There might be some trees, grasses, and flowers on the 
boundaries of the park, but area where fossils are dug looks very barren, from the photo I have seen.

Trip completed. See photos on the next page

  Photos from Airfield Falls continued on Page 38
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Airfield Falls Photos
by Donna Honkomp

Continued from Page 37

  Photos from Airfield Falls continued on Page 39
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Airfield Falls Photos
by Donna Honkomp

Continued from Page 38
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Southwest Subcourthouse Demonstration Garden by Gailon Hardin

Our regular September Saturday workday was cancelled due to rain.  Dawn and I figured we could be produc-
tive in a sprinkle and headed toward the Southwest sub-courthouse to dig bluebonnets in the pathways.  We 
received phone calls from two volunteers who wondered if we were working. Brenda Townsend (MG) and 
Debbie Stilson (NP/MN) joined us.  When the rain began to pour we grabbed our plants and headed to dry(er) 
grounds to bump them up.  We all of course, were already soaked.  We potted over 400  4” plants and still pot-
ting.  After potting, we shared a meal at a local restaurant.  Bluebonnets will be offered for a donation November 
1st.  Suggested donation, $20 a tray.  All proceeds will go to the SWSC garden.

 Thanks to all,
Gailon Hardin, Native Plant Society of Texas, President 2009

BBs Bumping

BBs sharing a meal

Lots of Bumping and Potting, Sept 2018
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5 Plants to Help Fall Monarch Migration by Martha Mullens
Reprint from Last Month - It’s Not too Late

We know that monarchs require milkweeds for their caterpillars, but you may not realize that adult butterflies 
need other plants to fuel their migration. It is better to plant a diverse group of fall plants. The five listed below 
produce rich nectar, are readily available, and will bring both blooms and butterflies to your garden.
If you do not already have them in your landscape, then you can obtain one or more from one of the local fall 
plant sales or in the spring for next autumn.

There are 5 plants native to Texas recommended by the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center to help fuel fall 
migration of butterflies, especially monarchs. All are native to our region except the shrubby boneset.

Shrubby boneset, or thoroughwort (Ageratina havanense or Eupatorium havanse) is a bushy beauty that is 
drought tolerant and has clusters of white flowers that are very fragrant. This boneset is not native to our area, 
but the tall boneset (Eupatorium serontinum) is. It is also called fall boneset or white boneset. It has whitish 
to gray-white flowers in clusters and attracts all kinds of insects, including monarchs and other butterflies. Be 
aware that this plant grows very tall, up to 7 feet, and is quite prolific.

Gregg’s mistflower (Eupatorium greggii or Conoclinium greggii) has pretty blue flowers that bloom from spring 
to fall and is irresistible to butterflies.

Maximilian sunflower (Helianthus maximiliani) is drought tolerant, and can survive in rocky soil, as well as 
moist clay. The large yellow blooms of summer and fall brighten up your garden and attract insects. Birds love 
the seeds.

Frostweed (Verbesina virginica) is easy to grow, has large attractive  leaves, is drought tolerant, and does well in 
shade or sun. Many kinds of insects visit the small white flowers of this plant which bloom from late summer 
trough autumn.

Fall aster (Symphyotrichum oblongifolium) forms a cascade of beautiful purple blooms in the fall that attracts 
various butterflies and other insects.

I am going to add a sixth one: cowpen daisy (Verbesina encelioides), or golden crownbeard. It not only feeds 
butterflies from February until December, but it is also a larval host plant for several butterflies. It is a hardy, 
drought tolerant plant that will grow in most any soil and light conditions.

Cowpen daisy - Verbesina encelioides. ©2018 Martha Mullens
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Summary of the September Program by Ray Conrow 

Our September speaker was Taylor Quedensley, Ph.D., who gave a fascinating presentation ti-
tled “Developing a Lichen Research Program at BRIT”.  Lichens, we recall, are composite organ-
isms comprised of a fungus fueled by a photosynthetic alga or cyanobacterium.  Taylor gave us a 
researcher’s perspective on these varied and intriguing life forms, illustrated by lots of photos of 
their many colors, structural forms and habitats.  Genetic analysis has clarified the relationships 
among modern and ancestral types, and reveals that the symbiotic relationship evolved and was 
lost several times over hundreds of millions of years.  Taylor gave us a flavor of life at the fore-
front of lichenology, such as the recent claim of a third organism involved in lichen life and the 
ensuing controversy.  We were left with a much better appreciation of the world of lichens and 
those who study them!

Purple Lichen in the Wood Pile - Haltom City - ©2018 Jimmy Mullens

Have you seen this purple lichen? by Troy Mullens
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November 1 Meeting

Foraging for Fun

by Troy Mullens

Visit us on the Web
at

www.txnativeplants.org

The purpose of the Native Plant Society of Texas is to
promote the conservation, research, and utilization of the

native plants and plant habitats of Texas through
education, outreach, and example.

Join the Native Plant Society of Texas!

Become a member of the Native Plant Society of Texas. Membership is open to any individual, 
family, or organization. Membership is renewable annually and extends for a year from the date 
we receive your original payment. If you wish to join, please indicate your category of member-
ship, then clip and mail this application with the appropriate remittance to:

Native Plant Society of Texas
PO Box 3017, Fredericksburg, TX 78624

___ Student   $25   ___ Family (2 or more) $50
___ Senior (65+)  $25   ___ Patron $100
___ Limited Income  $25   ___ Benefactor $250
___ Individual  $35   ___ Supporting $500
___ Lifetime   $1200
Name: _________________________________________________________ 
Address: _______________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: __________________________________________________
County: _______________________________________________________
Phone: ________________________________________________________
Chapter Affiliation: _____North Central Chapter______________________
E-mail: ________________________________________________________

The North Central Texas
NPSOT News

is a monthly publication of
the North Central Chapter
of the Native Plant Society
of Texas.

For changes of address or
information about contribut-
ing to the newsletter, please
contact the newsletter editor.
The deadline for submitting
articles for inclusion in the
newsletter is the 15th of every
preceding month.

Troy Mullens, Editor
media@txnativeplants.org

Newsletter Requirements
1. All submissions due by the 15th of the 
preceding month. Exceptions are at the 
discretion of the Editor.
2. Articles (text) should preferably be in 
plain text form. (No pdf ’s). Any special 
formatting requirements should be noted.
3. Photographs & charts should be sent 
separately as large as possible. Location 
within the article should be noted. Please 
include a caption with each photograph 
and note any individual names of people.


