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Visit us at
ncnpsot.org and

txnativeplants.org

February meeeting

Thursday, February 4, 7:00 pm
Fort Worth Botanic Gardens, Deborah Beggs Moncrief
Garden Center, Orchid Room

Program: The program is not available at press time. Please
check the Web site for the latest information.

Need some bright color for spring?
Check out this month’s featured
plant on page 2.

continued on page 2

The purpose of the Native Plant Society
of Texas is to promote the conservation,
research and utilization of the native
plants and plant habitats of Texas,
through education, outreach and
example.

Greetings, Members of the North Central Chapter of the
Native Plants Society of Texas.

I am writing this on MLK Holiday, and I learned this
holiday is to celebrate volunteering in one’s community.
Amongst my many resolutions for the new year, one is to
manage my time so I can volunteer more hours to my favorite
organizations; NPSOT is at the top of the list. As president of
the chapter, that is as it should be. As a member of the chap-
ter, I hope you too will resolve to spend some volunteer hours
with the North Central Chapter.

There are many jobs that, if done, will further the mission
of NPSOT, and, even more, give you satisfaction. I will list a
few here.  A job that the North Central Chapter has been
tasked with by the 2010 Symposium Committee is to find
speakers, workshops, and field trips for attendees of the
symposium. Our special category is the neighborhood home-
owner. I am feeling my way forward on this but I need help. If
this sounds like your cup of tea, volunteer with me.

Another place for your talent, may be with outreach to
government and quasi-government departments to advocate
for the use of native plants instead of common exotics. North
Central Chapter is now working with Downtown Fort Worth,
Inc. to change the plantings in the planter boxes lining Com-
merce, Main, and Throckmorton Streets.

Ongoing projects from the past years are plant sales, home
and garden shows, and special events such as Buffalo Boogie.
North Central Chapter needs growers of native plants for the
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Red columbine, Aquilegia canadensis, Ranunculaceae

Plant of the Month Josephine Keeney

Find more native plant information at  www.texasstar.org,
a forum for Texas gardeners dedicated to the cultivation and
propagation of Texas native plants.

The President’s Corner continued from page 1

plant sales. Members can volun-
teer at home and garden shows
and special events to educate the
public concerning the advantages
of native plants instead of common
exotics.  So there you are, lots of
ways to fulfill that resolution to
volunteer.

This beautiful plant decorates the
late winter and early spring
garden with its lovely evergreen
foliage, then the bloom show
begins, lasting for a few months
and making you wish that it would
go on forever.

The red and yellow flowers are
most charming and long lasting.
Red columbine is a heavy bloomer
and a prolific seed producer, which
leads to many volunteer seedlings,

the more to enjoy or
share with your
friends.

Its range spreads
east of the Rockies
from Canada to Texas,
showing its pretty face
in woodland habitats,
where it likes shade or
semishade and well-
drained soil.

The blooms attract
hummingbirds, butter-
flies, bees, and hawk
moths and the seeds
make good food for
finches and buntings.

This plant deserves a very special place in every native plant garden.

On another note, the Execu-
tive Board and key chairpersons
met to plan out an exciting 2010
for our chapter. Sandra Johnson is
lining up great speakers; we plan
at least one field trip each quarter;
and, of course, we will help with
the 2010 Symposium in Denton.

Mark your calendars now for
the first Thursday in the month as
NPSOT meeting day. I hope to see
you February 4 in the Orchid
Room of the Conservatory in the
Fort Worth Botanical Garden.

The first quarterly meeting of the state organization of NPSOT was held January 16 in Fredericksburg.
Gailon Hardin and Dawn Hancock represented the North Central Chapter. President Ron Loper, recovered
from a detached retina, presided. Two items were of interest to North Central Chapter members. Peter
Loos, Environmental Liason, announced the Lone Star Regional Plant Conference at Nacogdoches for
June 2-6. Attendees of this conference will learn about the Piney Woods Region of Texas which is, if not
the most diverse, then one of the most diverse regions in Texas. Look for more information on this
conference via email. The second item should gladden the hearts of folks looking for native plants in the
commercial plant trade. Ron Loper announced that he will attend the Florida Native Plant Society Confer-
ence to get details on the SCRI Grant. This grant from governmental sources is to increase the use of
native plants by encouraging commercial growers to grow them.

Notes from the First Quarterly Meeting of NPSOT Dawn Hancock
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Butterflies Joann Karges

Great Purple Hairstreak

The “hairstreaks” are
those small butterflies
with thin, filament-like
tails at the tips of their
hindwings; they are
among those called “gossa-
mer wings” (Lycaenidae)
and a rather diverse group
they are. The Great Purple
Hairstreak is the largest
of North American species
and one of the most beau-
tiful. Even its scientific
name has a kind of sing-
song quality, Atlides
halesus—from the tribe of
Atlas, and the species
name for Stephen Hales,
an English botanist.

Its common name only indi-
cates relative size as there is no
small purple hairstreak, and its
designation as “purple” is a little
misleading as only in certain light
does one notice the purplish
sheen on the wings. Still it is
colorful, with streaks of iridescent
blue on the forewings, red-orange
spots, red abdomen, otherwise a
black and white spotted body.

One of the first to appear in
the spring, it visits many flowers.
Look for it first on forestiera,
plum, and redbud, but expect to
see it on many flowers throughout
the warm season, as there are at
least three generations a year in
this area.

In addition to its beauty, one of
the most significant things about
this butterfly is its host plant:
mistletoe (Phorodendrum
tomentosum in our region.) This
plant is a hemiparasite, because
while it does parasitize trees, it
also has chlorophyll and can
produce its own nourishment
through photosynthesis.

Mistletoe is commonly found
on hackberry and cedar elm but
rarely on other trees such as oak
or pecan, and though the plant has
a relatively long life, it seldom
kills or stunts an otherwise
healthy tree.

     The berries are vis-
cous (the plant family is
Viscaeae) and toxic to
humans and other mam-
mals, but birds such as
cedar waxwings, cardi-
nals, mockingbirds, and
robins, consume them
readily.
     The small, leathery
leaves are also toxic, but
these leaves are abso-
lutely necessary to the
larvae of  the Great
Purple Hairstreak, the
only North American
butterfly that uses it,
though it is host for some
insects in other orders

such as leaf beetles. Tiny, tough,
robust, the caterpillars consume
the leaves, then  pupate in tiny
chrysalises under the bark of the
host tree.

Legendary in many parts of
the world, sacred to Druids,
mistletoe has been  both revered
and despised. If you have thought
it good only for  a Christmas
decoration and the sweet opportu-
nity of standing under it, consider
also the Great PurpleHairstreak
as a reason to preserve that
clump in your hackberry tree.



4 NPSOT News February 2010

Southwest Subcourthouse Gailon Hardin

Let’s take a look at 2009
at the SW Subcourthouse.

As fall passed and the
ground hardened, we
began our winter pruning.
We tried something new
last year, pruning the
fragrant sumac to the
ground with loppers, then
mulching. The sumac was
a bit out of sorts: It was
too tall, too gnarly, etc.
Pruning to the ground
made it come up fresh, as
if it were newly planted.

We prune the remain-
der of the 10,000 full-sun
demonstration garden with elec-
tric and battery operated hedgers.
But even with 200 feet of electric
cord, we can’t reach the entire
garden.

After the worst of winter
passed, we mulched a third of the
garden before we ran out.  The bad
economy became a challenge when
arborists were no longer able to
deliver free mulch. However, the
city of Fort Worth was more than
amenable to delivering mulch.

With the three new faucets
Tarrant County Commissioner
Roy Brooks’s staff provided us in
the fall and our new source of
mulch, we were happy gardeners.

During the year we planted
purple coneflower, skeleton-leaf
goldeneye and Lindheimer’s
muhly.

Considerable spring and
summer rains not only watered
the garden but brought many
weeds. We removed henbit,

nuttgrass, and tackled the
Mexican petunia which
had gone astray. Of course
the garden grew well
during our rainy season,
which provided more than
usual humidity during our
summer pruning.
     Now the cycle starts
again: pruning, planting,
weeding, freezing, and
sweating. And we have
already missed two work-
days due to inclement
weather.
     Please consider volun-
teering and learning at

the SW Sub-courthouse in 2010.
We have more fragrant sumac to
cut to the ground, perennials to
prune, more Mexican petunias to
control, rockrose and skeleton-leaf
goldeneye to plant.

Workdays are second Satur-
days and last Wednesdays. Time
will depend on weather. For more
information call 817-475-0923.
The Southwest Subcourthouse is
located in Fort Worth at 6551
Granbury Road.

Mike Francis at the end of the line. Well-behaved Salvia greggii after
volunteers worked it over.

Carol Norfleet and Sandy Johnson
operate a mulch delivery vehicle.

2009 Texas Plant Conservation Conference Proceedings
Proceedings of the conference have been posted at http://www.wildflower.org/tpcc/.
Here you’ll find all the speaker abstracts and pdfs of the power point presentations.

Mark your calendars now for the 2010 Conference
at the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center

September 15 – 17
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Tandy Hills Brush Bash Reprot Don Young

About 90 dedicated boys, girls,
women and men showed up on a
chilly Saturday morning to help
restore the prairie at Tandy Hills
Natural Area. This diverse team of
individuals from all walks of life
and throughout the Fort Worth
area worked hard and did so
cheerfully and with gusto. There
was a sense of community and
coming together to make a differ-
ence in this special place.

The transformation of Tandy
Hills Natural Area is well under-
way. A huge swath of endangered
Fort Worth prairie has been
cleared of undesirable and inva-
sive plants.

Several large trucks hauled it
away for composting. Thousands of

pounds of trash and debris were
removed.

The rain forced us to stop at
1:30 pm, so there is more work to
be done this season. Please join
us for round two. (see below)

The 2nd annual Brush Bash
succeeded with help from the
following groups:

Friends of Tandy Hills Natural
Area

City of Fort Worth Parks &
Community Service Department,
Michelle Villafranca and crew

Polytechnic High School Key
Club, directed by Mike Beaupre

 Boy Scout Troops 12 and 180
(the future leaders of Tandy Hills
were well represented)

North Central Chapter, Native
Plant Society of Texas. Dawn
Hancock and Alice Moffitt repre-
sented us.

Tarrant County Sheriff’s Office
Labor Detail

 Don’s Dawg’s owner-operator
Mindy Billings (hot dogs never
tasted so good)

A very big thank you to all!
Please mark your calendars for
Brush Bash 2 on Saturday, Febru-
ary 6, 2010.

Brush Bash 2
Saturday, February 6

Don’t Miss It!
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Next Meeting
Thursday, February 4

7:00 pm
Fort Worth

Botanic Gardens

Program to be
announced

Visit us on the Web
at

www.txnativeplants.org

The North Central Texas

NPSOT News
is a monthly publication of
the North Central Chapter of
the Native Plant Society of
Texas.

For changes of address
or information about
contributing to the
newsletter, please contact
the newsletter editor.

The deadline for submitting
articles for inclusion the
newsletter is the 15th of
every preceding month.

John Darling, Editor
817-274-1077
1darling@sbcglobal.net

Join the Native Plant Society of Texas!
Become a member of the Native Plant Society of Texas. Membership is open to any
individual, family, or organization. Membership is renewable annually and extends
for a year from the date we receive your original payment. If you wish to join,
please indicate your category of membership, then clip and mail this application
with the appropriate remittance to:

Native Plant Society of Texas
PO Box 3017, Fredricksburg, TX 78624

830-997-9272

_____ Student $15
_____ Senior Individual

(65+) $20
_____ Senior Couple

(one 65+) $30
_____ Individual $25

_____ Couple/Family $40
_____ Group $50
_____ Patron $100
_____ Benefactor $250
_____ Supporting $500
_____ Corporate Sponsor $1000
_____ Lifetime $1000

Name:
Address:
City, State, Zip:
County:
Phone:
Chapter Affiliation:
e-mail:

North Central Chapter


