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Visit us at
ncnpsot.org and

txnativeplants.org

April meeeting

Thursday, April 1, 7:00 pm
Fort Worth Botanic Gardens, Deborah Beggs Moncrief
Garden Center, Orchid Room

Program: 2010 Symposium Update by Cynthia Maguire

Is it our area’s best vine?
See this month’s featured plant on
page 2.

continued on page 2

The purpose of the Native Plant Society
of Texas is to promote the conservation,
research and utilization of the native
plants and plant habitats of Texas,
through education, outreach and
example.

Greetings Members of the North Central Chapter of the
Native Plant Society of Texas.

Based on emails I have received, I think North Central
Chapter is getting the word out in our community about
native Texas plants. Just this last week I had an email from a
director of a YMCA wanting help in landscaping the entrance
of their building with native plants. Another email came from
a person who made contact through a home and garden show
and wanted to come to our meetings.

Continuing our message will take all hands on deck. Any
organization is only as good as the people in the organization,
and this is especially true of volunteer organizations. North
Central Chapter has some great volunteers. Kathleen Darling
and the Strategic Planning Committee spent many hours
putting together a strategic plan to guide our chapter’s growth.
Members have stepped up to man the “lemonade stand” at
home and garden shows where members teach others of the
value of Texas native plants. John Bridges is our leader in this
endeavor. Josephine Keeny’s pictures of her garden are a show
stopper as they loop through the digiframe set up by John.

Members volunteer to be representatives to NICE nurser-
ies. These dedicated people meet with owners of the selected
nurseries to introduce them to the Plant of the Season, to
help them find growers for the plants, and to deliver literature
about the plant to the nurserymen. Gailon Hardin is the
leader for this project and has volunteered countless hours to
improve the program by making sure each representative is
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Crossvine, Bignonia capreolata, Bignoniaceae

Plant of the Month Josephine Keeney

Find more native plant information at  www.texasstar.org,
a forum for Texas gardeners dedicated to the cultivation and
propagation of Texas native plants.

The President’s Corner continued from page 1

well informed about his/her
obligations to the nurseryman.

Other members volunteer to
grow native plants for our two
plant sales each year. Without
these sales our chapter would be
unable to expand our efforts and
support other organizations that
have similar objectives. For
example, North Central Chapter
contributed to the 2009 Texas
Plant Conservation Conference.
Without the help from North
Central Chapter and other chap-
ters across the state, this confer-
ence would not have occurred
which would have been a great
loss.

North Central Chapter has
some relatively new members who
are serving as officers or points of

contact. Rozanna Francis, a newer
member, is our secretary doing a
great job. Charlotte Hughes,
another newer member, is North
Central Chapter’s point of contact
with the Fort Worth Nature Center
for their Buffalo Boogie and Mon-
ster Bash.

And then, of course, we have
members who have volunteered
for years to fulfill crucial jobs for
North Central Chapter. John
Darling is the patient editor for
our newsletter. He puts up with
past due dates. Frank Keeney has
kept our website up for years.
Gailon, Ann Knudsen, Molly Hollar
and Evaline Woodrey head up the
crews to maintain the public
native plant gardens and have
done so for years. Sandra Balch is

North Central Chapter’s faithful
membership chair. When you
were a new member she sent you
all the literature you needed about
native Texas plants.

And, not to be forgotten, are
the volunteers who bring the
munchies to the meetings so we
don’t faint from hunger before the
meeting is over.

Your name needs to be here
somewhere. Join a committee to
help further the mission of
NPSOT. We have committees with
no persons to carry out their
function so our chapter is a little
less effective than it could be.
Don’t be shy, step forward and
have some fun.

This beautiful climbing woody vine
can reach 50 feet in a few seasons
and will decorate your fence or
trellis with amazing beauty in
spring when the main flush of
blooms turns it into an almost
solid mass of orange and gold
trumpet flowers.

Crossvine can bloom sporadi-
cally through the summer, but the
big show is early in the year.

To make
things even
better, it is
evergreen and
totally free of
disease or in-
sects. I have
never seen any
problems on
mine, except
maybe a frost
burn in very cold winters.

This plant is very well behaved and not aggressive, remaining in its
place without sending out root runners.

Crossvine deserves a very special place in every Texas garden.
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Butterflies Joann Karges

Butterflies and Mimicry

Mimicry is common in the
animal world—and some say even
in the world of plants. In this area,
the cases of mimicry involve some
of our most common and best
known species. The prime ex-
ample  is that of the Monarch
(Danaus plexippus) and the Viceroy
(Liminitus archippus). Since the
Monarch caterpillar eats only
milkweed (Asclepias) and con-
sumes a lot of cardiac glycosides
which are sequestered through
pupation and into adulthood, the
butterfly is toxic. Any predator that
takes even a small nibble of any
part of the butterfly will become ill,
violently so among birds—and
even a bird learns never to take
that kind of butterfly ever again.
The Viceroy superficially does
resemble a Monarch—an approxi-
mate color of orange with various
white dots and black veins. The
real diagnostic mark, the black

band in the middle of the
hindwings is not readily perceived,
and so it has long been believed
that the Viceroy gains protection
because it looks so much like that
toxic Monarch. However, the
primary food plant of Viceroy
larvae is willow (Salix species), and
willow has its share of unpleasant
chemicals, so that the adult
Viceroy is not really toxic but just
very unpalatable. This, then, is an
example of Müllerian mimicry.

The other principle case of
mimicry among local butterflies
centers on the Pipevine Swallow-
tail (Battus philenor), large, black
with very brilliant blue in the hind
wings. As evident by its name the
butterfly  larvae feed exclusively
on pipevine (Aristolochia species),
a plant full of glycosides that make
this lovely species an unlovely
meal. Birds have been known to
regurgitate them. Other swallow-

tails have some protection
through having evolved to mimic
the Pipevine – and especially the
females. Among these are the
Black Swallowtail (Papilio
polyxenes), and the dark female
form of the Tiger Swallowtail
(Papilio glaucus), which have
considerable brilliant blue in their
otherwise dark hindwings. The
larval food plants of these butter-
flies offer them no protection from
predators; their mimicking the
Pipevine does. This then, is an
example of Batesian mimicry: the
model is unpalatable, and the
mimic is palatable.

Again, there is always some-
thing else to consider in our
butterfly watching activity.

Above, Monarch. Below, Viceroy. Above and below,
Pipevine swallowtail.

Above, Black swallowtail, female.
Below, Tiger swallowtail, dark
female.
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Minutes of the Board Meeting March 4, 2010

Executive Board Meeting
Called to order by Dawn Hancock
at 5:32 pm.

Persons in Attendance:  Dawn
Hancock, Sandy Balch, Rozanna
Francis, and Sandy Johnson and
Gailon Hardin

Subjects Discussed:
Name Tags & Business Cards
Sandy Johnson expressed need for
sturdier name tags and pre-
printed business cards that can be
completed with member name and
contact information that can be
handed out at home and garden
shows and other events. Dawn
Hancock to locate name of person
who can give us information on
the refrigerator magnet name tags
and Sandy Johnson will check into
cost of designs and printing busi-
ness cards.

Home and Gardens Shows
Discussion deferred until John
Bridges can be present.

2010 Symposium in October
Discussion on need to develop
contact information lists of home-
owner and neighborhood associa-
tions and volunteers to help
gather this information; and
examples of native plant gardens

in each area city. Dawn men-
tioned that May should be the
deadline for the call for papers so
that the speaker lineup could be
set to be available for the printer
by August, 2010.

Downtown Planter Boxes
Discussion on using next meeting
to identify appropriate plants and
design planter boxes and shoot for
a fall planting in conjunction with
Native Plant Week the third week
in October, 2010.

General Membership Meeting
The meeting was called to order by
Dawn Hancock at 6:30 pm.
New members and guests were
recognized.
Reports:
The minutes from the February,
2010 meeting were read by
Rozanna Francis and, there being
no changes, the minutes were
accepted as read.

The Treasurer’s Report will be
presented by Gailon Hardin with
the annual budget.

Old Business:
Dawn reported that Pam Middleton
has not responded to our chapter’s
request for more information
relating to the state organization

request for donations from local
chapters to be used to provide
educational materials to chapters.

New Business:
Gailon Hardin presented the
projected budget for 2010, a copy of
which is attached hereto. The only
significant change in the 2010
budget as compared to the 2009
are the expenses associated with
expanding the N.I.C.E. program

The chapter currently has a
bank balance of $4,576.59, plus
$56.00 collected in February but
not yet deposited .

A quorum being present, a
motion to accept the 2010 budget
as proposed  was made by Char-
lotte Hughes and seconded .

Announcements:
Members may purchase Sympo-
sium 2010 T-shirts for a cost of
$15.00 from the Denton chapter.

Prairie Fest is Saturday, April
24 from 10:00 am to 8:00 pm at
Tandy Hills Natural Area.

The program was presented by
Marilyn Sallee, whose topic was
“What is a Master Naturalist?”
The program was followed by the
raffle and seed exchange.

The motion to adjourn was
made and seconded.

Rozanna Francis, Secretary

Last year I got an idea for collecting
bluebonnet seed in my garden. When
they started going to seed,  I went to the
fabric store and bought soft green
netting. I loosely covered the flowers and
put two yard staples on two corners of
the netting. 

I now have over 50 bluebonnet plants
in my yard.  Needless to say I am excited
about their growth.

Nancy Swan

Bluebonnet Bonanza
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Native Plant Sale
by the

North Central Chapter
Native Plant Society of Texas

Saturday, April 10, 2010
9:00 AM – 2:00 PM

Society Members Presale
Thursday, April 8, 2010

5:00 PM -7:00 PM

Fort Worth Botanic Garden’s Spring Plant Sale
at the

Fort Worth Botanic Garden,
In “The Grove”, the wooded area west of the

Japanese Gardens

Parking/Directions:

From I-30, take the Montgomery Street exit (#11)
Follow the signs north on Montgomery

to the
plant sale parking lot

Parking and admission are free

Check for updates
at

www.txnativeplants.org
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Book Review: An essential book on native plant gardens Marilyn Sallee

Bringing Nature Home: How
Native Plants Sustain Wildlife in
Our Gardens
By Douglas W. Tallamy, Timber
Press, 2009
 
This is not really a “new” book; the
original draft was published a few
years ago. But the lessons it
advocates are becoming ever more
essential for a sustainable exist-
ence on planet Earth. This newly
updated version encompasses
more diversity across the U.S.
with expanded resource section
and more photos.

Tallamy, an entomologist,
looks at the importance of those
native plants on the entire com-
plex web of ecology, from the
insects that eat them or breed on
them, to the humans who have
the most impact on those native
plants. Especially helpful is his
scientific thinking and impact a
small urban or suburban garden
can have in maintaining that
diversity.

the most diverse populations of
other species – gives us a whole
new measure of the importance of
natives.

Read sample chapters online
at http://books.google.com/books
and search for “Bringing Nature
Home.” Also on Amazon.com for
index and covers. The 2009 paper-
back can be purchased online for
about $12-10. Well worth having in
your home library.

Listen to a 25-minute inter-
view with the author from KERA
radio: http://www.npr.org/tem-
plates/story/
story.php?storyId=104447716
You can click on the “Listen Here”
button to hear it on your com-
puter, or download the mp3 file for
your iPod.

Short article about why we
need natives in our gardens:
http://bringingnaturehome.net/
native-gardening/gardening-for-life

Previous lectures Tallamy has
given on native plants:
http://bringingnaturehome.net/
lectures/schedule/aggregator/
previous

Tallamy’s slow but sure con-
version of the landscape from
whatever you have to start with to
a wildlife friendly, bio-diverse
sustainable ecosystem speaks to
us all. His definition of the “best”
native plants – those that sustain

Tuesday, April 6,
6:00 pm – 8:30 pm

Or Monday, April 12,
6 pm – 8:30 pm

Garden Center Rose Room

Fort Worth Botanic Garden Volunteer Orientation
Please RSVP for one orientation
class to Larinda at 817-871-7966
or Larinda.Smith@fortworthgov.org.

No matter what your interests,
your skills or schedule, the Gar-
den needs you! Volunteering at
the Garden is a great way to
expand your knowledge of garden-
ing, give back to your community,
meet new people and share your
love of the outdoors with others.

Adult volunteer opportunities
include gardening, office work,
special events, education pro-
grams (all ages), gift shop and
tours.
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In September of 2009, during the
Texas Plant Conservation Confer-
ence (TPCC) at Ladybird Johnson
Wildflower Center, the Texas Plant
Conservation Alliance (TPCA) met
to discuss possibility of dividing
into geographical units that would
partner with other regional plant
conservation groups to improve
plant conservation in Texas. The
TPCA formed alliances in north,
south, east, and west Texas.

The North Texas Plant Conser-
vation Alliance (NTPCA) that
resulted from this discussion is
lead by Allan Nelson, curator of the
herbarium at Tarleton State

North Texas Plant Conservation Alliance (NTPCA)

This spring, the NTCPA’s first
project involves a rare endemic in
Texas, Dalea reverchoni. Reverchon
dalea was first discovered by
Julien Reverchon, an early Texas
botanist, on
Comanche Peak in
Hood County. Other
populations were
historically known
from Parker and Wise
counties as well.

That original
population on
Comanche Peak was
thought to have been
extirpated, and the
United States Fish
and Wildlife Service
became concerned
with declines in
populations due to loss of habitat
in North Texas.

In response to these concerns
Bob O’Kennon, a research botanist
from the Botanical Research
Institute of Texas in Fort Worth,

University (TSU). To date, regional
partners include the North Cen-
tral Chapter of the Native Plant
Society of Texas (NCCNPSOT) and
the Fort Worth Nature Center and
Refuge (FWNCR). The NCCNPSOT
is led by the organization’s presi-
dent, Dawn Hancock. The chapter
has been active in native land-
scaping and prairie restoration in
Arlington, Texas. The FWNCR,
managed by plant ecologist
Suzanne Tuttle, is located just
inside the city limits of Fort
Worth, Texas. The 3600-acre
refuge is a wilderness composed of
forests, prairies, and wetlands

reminiscent of how much of the
Fort Worth/Dallas metroplex once
looked before extensive urbaniza-
tion occurred.

Volunteers from the TSU
herbarium, NCCNPSOT, and
FWNCR will work to achieve
NTPCA goals related to what they
call the 3Rs of conservation in
plants. Volunteers will be involved
in projects related to rare plants,
restoration with native plants, and
recording distributions of intro-
duced plants in North Texas,
which in some cases displace
native plants.

NTCPA Rare Plant Search

has worked over the last 25 years
to document existing populations
of Reverchon dalea, and in some
cases to re-establish them in
protected natural areas. In the

course of his work, he rediscov-
ered the Comanche Peak popula-
tion and has documented numer-
ous populations in Parker County.
Reverchon dalea is often found
associated with Walnut Clay

geologic strata, and NTCPA volun-
teers will use geologic maps to
search areas in Walnut Clay
strata west and south of the
localities documented in Parker
County.

If the NTCPA volunteers
discover new populations, they will
use geographic positioning sys-
tems to record localities, digital
cameras for photographs, and
record information on numbers of
individuals in new populations as
well as a variety of other natural
history data associated with the
sites. The NTCPA will make a
research presentation of the
results of this work at the TPCC at
LJWC in October 2010.

If this sounds like a great way
to spend a Saturday in April or
May, when Reverchon dalea is in
bloom, join up with the NTCPA by
contacting Allan Nelson at TSU by
email (nelson@tarleton.edu) or by
phone (254-968-9158).

Heard Museum Spring Native Plant Sale
April 9 - 11

For details visit http://www.heardmuseum.org/attractions/exhibits/FallPlantSale.asp
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The NICE! program was initiated by the Boerne
Chapter in the Texas Hill Country several years ago. 
It was so popular and successful that our state
NPSOT organization now sponsors the NICE! program
and is encouraging chapters across the state to
organize it in their areas.  The North Central Chap-
ter, representing Fort Worth and the surrounding
area, is one of 33 chapters throughout Texas.

The purpose of NICE! is to promote the use of
native plants by raising awareness and educating
the public about the benefits of growing native
plants.  After several years of drought conditions, the
public has become more interested and serious about
conserving water and improving the environment.

A list of featured native plants will be provided
along with a professional quality metal sign for
display in NICE! nurseries.   On a regular schedule, a
NICE! Representative will deliver the current care
instruction sheets to hand out to their customers. 
We request that the nursery duplicate the care sheet
and give a copy to each customer that purchases a
NICE! Plant of the Season.  The North Central Chap-
ter will be submitting articles in area newspapers
with information about native plants and the nurser-
ies participating in the NICE! program.  The NICE!
nurseries and representatives are listed below:

Marshall Grain, Gv Alice Moffitt
Stuarts Nursery Cisy Gray
Marshall Grain, FW Dawn Hancock
Westons Evaline Woodrey
Calloways-North Hester Schwarzer
Green Mamas John Bridges
Calloways-South Lynn Hayes
Petal Pushers Merita Knapp
Redentas Molly Hollar
Westons Pat Lovejoy
Tims Landscaping Rozanna Francis
Blooming Colors Sandy Johnson
Weatherford Gardens Wayne Broyles
NICE! Coordinator Gailon Hardin

NICE! Update Gailon Hardin

NICE! Plants of the Season
SPRING 2010
Yellow Columbine – Aquilegia chrysantha/
hinckleyana/longissima
SUMMER 2010
Turk’s Cap – Malvaviscus arboreus var. drummondii
FALL 2010
American Beautyberry – Callicarpa Americana
WINTER 2010
Sideoats Grama – Bouteloua curtipendula

Winter Weather Doesn’t Delay our Seedlings! Michelle Villafranca

Some folks may not think winter is the best time to
start seedlings.  But at the Fort Worth Nature Center
& Refuge, we’ve been starting our native grass seed
trays smack in the middle of winter. We’ve used our
creativity to design mini-biodomes, which enable the
temperature and humidity to rise significantly
enough during the winter for germination and
seedling survival. The mini-biodomes were built with
fencing wire and Saran wrap to create a dome struc-
ture over the seed tray. When there were random hot
days peppered throughout the winter, the mini-
biodomes were pulled open for better airflow.

Now, the seedlings are ready to be transplanted
into 4” containers. They are healthy and have won-
derful roots! Last year’s seedlings were bumped up
into one gallon containers have spent nearly a year
developing strong roots. This winter, we outplanted
the one gallon plants into our restoration sites. On
the refuge, we have several outplanting sites includ-
ing the bioswales at our visitor’s center, trail reha-
bilitation, slope stabilization, damaged land restora-
tion and landscaping around our buildings.

If you are interested in volunteering to help out with
our Restoration Greenhouse & Native Seed Collec-
tion Program, please contact Michelle Villafranca at
817-319-9473 or michelle.villafranca@fortworthgov.org.

Randi Stewart waters the newly planted seed trays
before fitting them with the mini-biodome device.
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Southwest Subcourthouse

The Fort Worth Nature Center &
Refuge is hosting Natural History
Adventure Summer Day Camps for
children from kindergarten to 8th

grade. Natural History Adventures
are one-day nature camps where
your child can explore the prai-
ries, forests and wetlands of the
Refuge.  Each Natural History

Adventure is led by an experi-
enced staff naturalist and com-
bines age-appropriate games,
crafts and activities with unique
outdoor opportunities to provide a
fun and rewarding experience for
your child.

For more information, visit
fwnc.org and click on the “Sum-

Dr. Camelia Maier,  President of
the Trinity Forks Chapter of the
Native Plant Society of Texas
announced today that Michael
Perez will be presenting the
program at this month’s meeting.

The meeting will be at 7:00
pm, March 25 on the Texas
Woman’s University campus. Mr.
Perez  will give an overview of the
Fort Worth Nature Center &

mer Adventures ’10” button. Don’t
forget to also check out the Pro-
gram Calendar under the Visitor
Information tab for additional adult
and family programming this
summer!

You might be jealous of all the
fun activities your child can par-
ticipate in while you’re at work! 

Natural History Adventure Summer Day Camps

Trinity Forks NPSOT Meeting

Refuge and lead a discussion
about the plants and trees native
to the Cross Timbers Region. He
graduated from Texas A & M with
a degree in Wildlife Science.

Mr. Perez said “Working as a
Park Naturalist for the Fort Worth
Nature Center is an opportunity to
immerse yourself in the natural
history of North Central Texas. I
have a profound affinity for explor-

ing nature.” Perez has also worked
as a Naturalist for the Georgia
Department of Natural Resources.

The meetings are held at TWU
in the ACT building. The Native
Plant Society of Texas meets
monthly on the 4th Thursday of the
month. Visitors are always wel-
come at the monthly meetings.

For more information, contact
Cecil Carter at ccarter@mscok.edu.

Volunteers really do make it
happen at the Southwest
Subcourthouse native plant
landscape: pictured here are Patti
Manes, upper left, Dawn Hancock,
lower left, Sue Ellen Schlitzer,
upper right, and Ron Schlitzer and
Art Wickoff, lower right.

Watch for those workday
announcements, and you can join
fellow native plant enthusiasts as
they nurture this highly visible
showplace.
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Next Meeting
Thursday, April 1

7:00 pm
Fort Worth

Botanic Gardens

2010 Symposium
Update

Cynthia Maguire

Visit us on the Web
at

www.txnativeplants.org

The North Central Texas

NPSOT News
is a monthly publication of
the North Central Chapter of
the Native Plant Society of
Texas.

For changes of address
or information about
contributing to the
newsletter, please contact
the newsletter editor.

The deadline for submitting
articles for inclusion the
newsletter is the 15th of
every preceding month.

John Darling, Editor
817-274-1077
1darling@sbcglobal.net

Join the Native Plant Society of Texas!
Become a member of the Native Plant Society of Texas. Membership is open to any
individual, family, or organization. Membership is renewable annually and extends
for a year from the date we receive your original payment. If you wish to join,
please indicate your category of membership, then clip and mail this application
with the appropriate remittance to:

Native Plant Society of Texas
PO Box 3017, Fredricksburg, TX 78624

830-997-9272

_____ Student $15
_____ Senior Individual

(65+) $20
_____ Senior Couple

(one 65+) $30
_____ Individual $25

_____ Couple/Family $40
_____ Group $50
_____ Patron $100
_____ Benefactor $250
_____ Supporting $500
_____ Corporate Sponsor $1000
_____ Lifetime $1000

Name:
Address:
City, State, Zip:
County:
Phone:
Chapter Affiliation:
e-mail:

North Central Chapter


