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Visit us at
ncnpsot.org and

txnativeplants.org

May meeeting

Thursday, May 6, 7:00 pm
Fort Worth Botanic Gardens, Deborah Beggs Moncrief
Garden Center, Orchid Room

Program: A golf club that actually works with nature.
Mark Claburn, Grounds Superintendent, Tierra Verde Golf Club

Native plants, encouragement of wildlife, and water conserva-
tion make this course unique.

The purpose of the Native Plant Society
of Texas is to promote the conservation,
research and utilization of the native
plants and plant habitats of Texas,
through education, outreach and
example.

Greetings, members of the North Central Chapter of the
Native Plant Society of Texas. You know you are a Texan
when this rainy, cold spring has you longing for drought and
heat. I am tired of being wet and cold. I am tired of not being
able to get into my gardens because the ground is too wet.
Bring on La Nina…I hope I do not have to cut my tongue out
for that. On a brighter note, the bluebonnets are spectacular
this year.

The second quarterly conference for the year 2010 was
held in Denton April 17, and Gailon Hardin and I attended.
Getting to Denton on a race weekend is as challenging as
traveling to Fredericksburg for the other quarterly meetings.
However, Gailon and I slipped past the traffic using John
Bridges’ directions. A couple of items of note to North Central
Chapter concerned the Benny Simpson Memorial Garden at
the Texas AgriLIFE Solutions Center in Dallas and the Class
M License for plant sales.

As you know from previous newsletters, Texas AgriLIFE
approached NPSOT to take on the Benny Simpson experimen-
tal plots at the extension station in Dallas. The terms for
NPSOT’s involvement are quite vague, and the state NPSOT
organization is unwilling to fully commit to taking responsibil-
ity for those plots. The committee formed by the state organi-
zation, which included Gailon Hardin and me, did determine
that NPSOT could continue the clean up of the experimental
plots, the inventory of plants, and finding and organizing
Benny Simpson’s records held at the extension offices in
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Rose pavonia, Rock rose, Pavonia lasiopetala, Malvaceae

Plant of the Month Josephine Keeney

Find more native plant information at  www.texasstar.org, a forum for Texas gardeners dedicated to the cultivation
and propagation of Texas native plants.

The President’s Corner continued from page 1

Dallas. So a motion was made and
approved at the quarterly meeting
to propose this to Texas AgriLIFE.
If the proposals are accepted by
Texas AgriLIFE, a memorandum of
agreement will be drawn up by
them for NPSOT’s signature. After
all this, the chapters in North
Central Texas will continue the
work as proposed. Those chapters
would include North Central,
Plano, Trinity Forks, Cross Tim-
bers, and Dallas.

A Class M license is “required”
by the Department of Agriculture
to sell plants to the public. As you
know, we have plant sales. They
are our best (only?) source of
income. Of course, as a 501 (c) (3)
entity we are not in the business
of making profits. However, if
North Central chapter hopes to
fund activities that further the
mission statement, we must
make some money…therefore,
plant sales. The reason North
Central chapter does not have a

Class M license is because the
license is expensive, and we plead
ignorance and hope we are cov-
ered by the Botanical Society’s
license. The NPSOT state organi-
zation has come to the rescue.
The state organization is in the
process of purchasing a license
that can be used by chapters for
plant sales. After the licensing is
finalized, we will not have to look
over our shoulders for the Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s agent at the
next plant sale.

This beautiful small shrub
has lovely pink flowers that
look like tiny hibiscus, but
unlike the hibiscus, these
flowers open totally wide
exposing the yellow pistil and
stamens. It blooms profusely
from spring to fall and pre-
sents a very cheery picture
in the garden.

The semi-woody stems
can get up to 4 feet tall and it benefits from being cut back if it gets taller than desired. It grows very fast.

To prevent powdery mildew give this plant plenty of light and space.
Rose pavonia has the honor of being endemic to Texas, which makes it very special. Every garden should

have one of these lovely plants.

Southwest Subcourthouse on Granbury Road in Fort Worth 2nd Saturday and last Wednesday of each month
beginning at 9:00 am. Gailon Hardin in charge
 
Hulen Street Regional Library in Fort Worth 3rd Wednesday of each month beginning at 9:00 am.
Evaline Woodrey in charge
 
Molly Hollar Wildscape at Veteran’s Park in Arlington Wednesdays and the first Saturday of each month
beginning at 8:00 am (summer hours)
Tuesdays at the greenhouse in Randoll Mill Park in Arlington beginning at 9:00 am

Native Plant Workdays
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Butterfly of the Month Joann Karges

Bordered Patch

As common names for butterflies
go, the name for this one is, to
me, at least misleading; it would
be more descriptive if it were
“Broad-banded” but that takes us
into a whole other realm, doesn’t
it? Its scientific name, Chlosyne
lacinia, is prettier anyway.

In our area the butterfly is
black with a broad golden yellow to
orange band across the upper
wings between borders of white-
dotted black. A sunshine butterfly,
it comes to nectar on plants of like
colors, such as native lantana,
tithonia, and cowpen daisy. It is
“medium size,” nearly 2 inches
from wing-tip to wing-tip.

Cowpen daisy (Verbesina
encelioides) is an excellent native
for the garden; it is also a good
larval host for this butterfly. (Sure,
there will be a few chewed places
on the leaves, but hardly disfigur-
ing the plant nor totally consum-
ing it.) The larvae are small and
dark; the chrysalis, hanging from
the host plant leaf, is a little jewel,
white with tiny black dots. Other
hosts also in the Asteraceae
family are common sunflower and
ragweed. An interesting fact about
this species is that it has two
forms, the one that we know here,
and the one in hotter and more
arid country such as the Trans-
Pecos,  where the form “Crocale”
is black with a thinner white or
orange band across the upper
wings.

In some years the  butterfly is
common here from May or June
until frost; in other years it may
not be seen at all. Cyclical pat-
terns are not uncommon in
butterfly populations and distribu-
tions.
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Minutes of the Board Meeting April 1, 2010

Executive Board Meeting
Called to order by President Dawn
Hancock at 5:45 p.m.

Persons in Attendance: Dawn
Hancock, Gailon Hardin, Sandy
Balch, and Rozanna Francis
Guests:  Cynthia Maguire and
Tom Kirwan

Subjects Discussed:

UTA Celebrating People & Planet
2010 Dawn Hancock thought it
would be a good idea to have
NPSOT represented at UTA’s Earth
Day event on April 21, but was
unable to attend herself and was
planning on soliciting a member
to attend in her place.

The Plant Conservation
Conference This is an annual
event scheduled this year for
September 15-17, and the Lady
Bird Johnson Wildflower Center is
seeking donations to help under-
write the event. Gailon Hardin
stated that she was concerned
that our chapter’s receipts from
plant sales will not be as good this
year, making last year’s contribu-
tion of $500 unwise. Gailon made
a motion that we make a contribu-
tion of $100. It was agreed to
make a donation of $100.

Texas Plant Conservation Award
Flo Oxley with the Lady Bird
Johnson Wildflower Center is
soliciting nominations for persons
who have demonstrated a life-time
commitment to Texas plant con-
servation. Names suggested as
possible candidates were Suzanne

Tuttle, Rosa Finsley, and Molly
Hollar. The letter of nomination
should be accompanied by three
letters of support.

N.I.C.E Program Gailon Hardin
confirmed that all N.I.C.E. books
have been delivered to the nurs-
ery representatives.
2010 Symposium Update
Cynthia Maguire stated that the
July state newsletter would be
expanded by one page to include
information on the conference and
a registration block.

Adjourned at 6:12 p.m.

General Membership Meeting
The meeting was called to order by
Dawn Hancock at 6:30 p.m. New
members and guests were recog-
nized. Sandy Balch announced
that the chapter gained five new
members over the last month.

Dawn Hancock announced a
new feature to be included in our
meetings – the “I Want to Know”
box for members to write out their
questions to be answered in a 7-
minute segment by the experts
among the membership at large
who have good answers or sugges-
tions for gardening problems or
challenges.

Reports:
A motion to accept the minutes
from the March, 2010 meeting, as
published, was made by Gailon
Hardin. Motion seconded and
passed unanimously.

Gailon Hardin has not yet
received the bank statement so no
up-to-date figures are available.

Due to weather there will not be
as many plants available to sell at
the Botanic Garden sale on April
10 and Prairie Fest. We can expect
income from plant sales to be
down for this year.

Old Business:
None

New Business:
John Bridges called for volunteers
for Prairie Fest on April 24 to
count attendance at the entrance
and help in the “kid section.” For
the Botanic Garden sale on April
10, the hours for plant check-in,
labeling and adding price tags are
8:00 to 7:00 p.m. on Thursday.
The Botanic Garden sale con-
cludes by 2:00 p.m. Saturday.

Announcements:
There will be a Native Plant Sale
at Randol Mill Park Greenhouse
benefiting The Wildscape on
Saturday May 8 from 9:00 a.m. to
1:00 p.m.

2010 Symposium T-shirts can be
ordered through Cynthia Maguire
and Tom Kirwan.

Program:
The program was presented by
Cynthia Maguire on the definition
of a healthy, ecologically balanced
habitat, its maintenance and
preservation.

The program was followed by
the “I Want to Know” question and
answer period.

A motion to adjourn was made
by Frank Kenney. The meeting
was adjourned at 7:52 p.m.
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Walks on the Wildside Ann Knudsen

A village of volunteers came to the
Wildcape twice within a month’s
time to help with tours and activi-
ties for Walk on the Wildside.
Master Naturalists, Master Gar-
deners, Arlington Conservation
Council, and of course, NPSOT
arrived eagerly to share their
knowledge and enthusiasm.

On March 24, third graders
from Goodman Elementary stepped
off the buses with journals and
pencils in hand. And Rankin
Elementary second graders took
their turn a few short weeks later
on April 15. They took notes and
drew pictures to remind them of
the many lessons and tons of fun
they had on this field trip.
They learned how man does
damage to the natural environ-
ment by worsening erosion and
bringing invasives. John Bridges
did an excellent job demonstrat-
ing, using the students to repre-
sent plants, how invasives crowd
out native plants. The first few
“plants” had plenty of room waving
their arms about, giggling. Then
more “plants” came in pushing
and squirming. The point got

across to the adults, as well.
They were surprised to learn that
the post oak woodlands were so
dense when pioneers arrived that
it was dubbed the Cast Iron Forest.
Master Gardener, Linda Mitchell,
used a cast iron skillet to get
them to remember that point and
used other great visuals for the
different layers of the forest,
a can of peas for the canopy and a
storybook and a student to show
understory.

Our own president, Dawn
Hancock, enthralled the students
at the critter station. Students got
to be up close and personal with
not only lady bugs, but a baby rat

snake, an anole, mosquito larva,
earth worms, pill bugs and more,
learning the important roles all of
these have to our world. Many
students were so excited they
sought out more little critters to
add to the collection.

Kids laughed at the volunteers
as they demonstrated pollination
by smelling a flower deeply and
coming away with a yellow nose,
then had to try it themselves. By
taking apart their own flower and
seeing its different parts, they
learned flowers were not just for
looking and smelling pretty, but
are essential to make new plants.

Josephine Keeney captured
their attention with beautiful
butterflies at her station. Stu-
dents learned about the butterfly
life cycle and the amazing process

of metamorphosis and held a
chrysalis in their hands.

Attentive ears listened for
differences in bird songs and used
binoculars to get a closer look.
They came away from this station
more aware of what is flying over
their heads and singing in the
trees .

And of course, they all learned
to use native plants to reverse
some of the destruction, add
beauty, and feed and provide
habitat for wildlife. Many went
home eager to encourage their
parents to plant something they
had seen during their experience.

The Walk on the Wildside not
only educates the students, but
also the adults that come with
them and the many volunteers
who make the event possible.
They became aware of NPSOT and
its value. Many volunteers asked
questions about native plants,
about what to plant in shade, sun
or for attracting wildlife. With this
event NPSOT serves a dual pur-
pose, educating the young and the
adults. And as a side benefit,
everyone has lots of fun.
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The Spring Plant Sale Dawn Hancock

On a not so pretty April Saturday
morning, gardeners looking for a
good price on plants streamed into
“the grove” of the Fort Worth
Botanical Gardens. The spring
Botanical Society plant sale was
on, and included in the sale were
specialty vendors like the North
Central Chapter of the Native
Plant Society of Texas. Members of
our chapter had babied hard to find
Texas native plants through cold
and wet to have them ready for the
sale. Female elbow bush, tooth-
ache tree, and Salvia coccinea were
just a few of the plants readied to
sell. As an added benefit, buyers
were given expert advice on the
natives they were buying from
Charlotte Hughes, Merita Knapp,
Dagmar Higgins, Josephine

Keeney, John Bridges, Pat Lovejoy,
Vicky Brady, Nancy Swan, and
Dawn Hancock.

Why do these members volun-
teer time to raise plants and give
up a perfectly good Saturday to sell
them?  There are three good
reasons. First, in order for North
Central Chapter to fulfill the
mission of NPSOT we often need
money. Our growers raise  plants
from seed they gathered or cut-
tings they made, or plants they
found growing in excess in their
gardens. Then the growers decided
on a fair price that covered the
cost of materials and provided a
profit to share 50-50 with the
chapter. The chapter, in turn,
hands over 10% to the Botanical
Society for the space in the grove.

That leaves 40% of the sales to be
used for such things as helping to
underwrite the Texas Plant Con-
servation Conference or to give a
deserving science fair student a
monetary award for doing research
on Texas native plants.

A second and third reason for
the plant sale is to educate the
public on the benefits of the Texas
native plant they bought and to
raise our profile in the commu-
nity. For example, those who
bought toothache trees did so
because they learned the tree is
the larval host plant for the giant
swallowtail butterfly. As sellers
interacted with buyers, interest
was piqued in NPSOT. So besides
plants, literature and brochures
on joining NPSOT went home, too.

It was cold and overcast, the trail
was soaked, and it was a generally
miserable kind of Sunday. The
kind of day you huddle under a
blanket and spend inside by the
fire. I had other intentions to
make it out to the park at least
once that weekend, and in spite of
the weather, I made the effort to
strap on my rubber boots and hike
down the Buckeye Trail. I half
expected Jim Flood to be there,
he’s sort of the resident trail-boss,
gives guided hikes and runs the
website, www.texasbuckeyetrail.org

Surprisingly enough, this is
the largest “urban forest” in
America, and it’s just south of
Dallas, located at 7000 Bexar
Street.

Turning around to your left, you
can see downtown quite clearly
from the levee; it’s about a two-
minute drive to get back to I-30.

I hiked over the levee and
made my way toward the Trinity
river, sloshing through the
unpaved trail, which acted more
like a stream after the unexpected
snowfall from the night before.

The canopy creaked and
moaned, and twigs were falling all
around me in the howling wind,
but down at the forest floor it was
barely noticeable. I have to admit I
started singing, “Whiskey in the
Jar,” the old Irish folk song since
no one was around. The Northern
cardinals sure didn’t appreciate
that much and flitted away in
disgust, but the trees didn’t run,
so I felt I was in good shape.

I spent considerable time
watching my muddy footing, but
when you stop to look, what really
gets you about this place is the
small things: the rotting logs, the
lichens, the delicate ecological
niches that are filled with a
multitude of organisms, some you
will surely never see, and the old
trees reaching up way above,
trying to grab that sunlight.

The ground is covered this
time of year with Crows Poison,
aka False Garlic, alongside the

Rochester Park’s Buckeye Trail Tyler J. Hargrove

continued on page 7
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Buckeye Trail continued from page 6

Missouri and Sister Violets Viola
missouriensis and V. sororia. There
are also several types of native
grasses to look at, which are quite
beautiful. Who knew that lawns in
the forest grew so nicely and so
uniformly short? There are also
towering hardwoods, oaks and
pecans overhead. To say these
woodlands have a high biodiversity
is an understatement: Mustang
grape vines dangle between the
trees; there are clearings with
wildflowers; there are the awful
and dreaded vines and briars here
and there, which should be
avoided if possible; and then there
is that old problem invasive,
Chinese Privet, which is a con-

stant hassle for the volunteers
here. The ground cover is really
beautiful, and there are plenty of
interesting shade plants to see.

Some of the trees are easily
fifty feet high and tens of feet
around, which quite impressed me,
but the star of the show, at least
this time of year, is the Texas
Buckeye, Aesculus glabra var
arguta. It blooms in early March
and April and is one of the earliest
bloomers on the Buckeye Trail.

I pushed through thick vegeta-
tion along the river back to the
paved trail, got tangled up in some

briars a time or two, had to crawl
other times. (You’re better off
sticking to the trails!) I went
looking for the fish I’d seen earlier
but to no avail, as cloud reflections
blocked the view.

I made my way back and took
note of some of the things I’d seen
a few weeks before. So many of

the changes are subtle, but the
river was in flood, and that clearly
wasn’t subtle! In the picture
above, the actual channel is out
where that dead tree is, easily 200
feet from where I was standing,
and rushing along quite rapidly, so
I kept my distance.

There are two trails out here,
and one is paved, so if you don’t
have waders or if you aren’t as
spry as you used to be, there is no
need to worry. The paved trail is a
regular sidewalk, but for those of
you who want to see this forest as
it truly is, there is no beating the
Buckeye Trail.

In all this is a great way to
spend about two hours hiking, and
it’s just a stone’s throw away from
civilization. Volunteers here are
always needing help, and anyone
is welcome to come along on the
hikes. Just check the Web site for
the times when Jim Flood is going
to be here; you don’t want to miss
his expertise!

SPRING NATIVE PLANT SALE
Randol Mill Park Greenhouse • Benefiting The Wildscape

Saturday May 8, 2010 • 9:00 am to 1:00 pm

Organically Grown Plants
These plants are mostly from local seeds and cuttings that are better adapted to our local climate and rainfall.

Visit http://www.thewildscape.org/ for details and directions.
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Next Meeting
Thursday, May 6

7:00 pm
Fort Worth

Botanic Gardens

A golf club
that actually

works
with nature

Visit us on the Web
at

www.txnativeplants.org

The North Central Texas

NPSOT News
is a monthly publication of
the North Central Chapter of
the Native Plant Society of
Texas.

For changes of address
or information about
contributing to the
newsletter, please contact
the newsletter editor.

The deadline for submitting
articles for inclusion the
newsletter is the 15th of
every preceding month.

John Darling, Editor
817-274-1077
1darling@sbcglobal.net

Join the Native Plant Society of Texas!
Become a member of the Native Plant Society of Texas. Membership is open to any
individual, family, or organization. Membership is renewable annually and extends
for a year from the date we receive your original payment. If you wish to join,
please indicate your category of membership, then clip and mail this application
with the appropriate remittance to:

Native Plant Society of Texas
PO Box 3017, Fredricksburg, TX 78624

830-997-9272

_____ Student $15
_____ Senior Individual

(65+) $20
_____ Senior Couple

(one 65+) $30
_____ Individual $25

_____ Couple/Family $40
_____ Group $50
_____ Patron $100
_____ Benefactor $250
_____ Supporting $500
_____ Corporate Sponsor $1000
_____ Lifetime $1000

Name:
Address:
City, State, Zip:
County:
Phone:
Chapter Affiliation:
e-mail:

North Central Chapter


