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Greetings, members of the North Central Chapter of the
Native Plant Society of Texas.

You know how your wardrobe gets a little tatty after long
wear, or, more to a gardener’s experience, how your tools get
nicked and dull after digging in the hard ground for a while?
So, what do you do? You do a little fixing up of the wardrobe or
tools, and that is where our chapter bylaws are now. The
bylaws need a little fixing up. They no longer fit our needs or
our practices. So this issue is in large part devoted to amend-
ments that the Executive Board proposes to better reflect
North Central Chapter’s practices and needs (page 4).

As you read the proposed amendments, you will first see
the part of the bylaws identified as to the Article, the Section,
or the Subsection. That is followed by the rationale for the
amendment, and this is where you will see the current
practice of the chapter or our need for the amendment. The
next part is the bylaw as it is written today followed by the
amendments to the bylaw. This is where the reading gets
tricky because both original wording, deletions, and additions
are here. Deletions will appear in red boldface type and
additions will be italicized green type.

After reading the proposed changes, your next job is to
be present at the August meeting to vote on the changes. If
you have questions, contact any member of the Executive
Board whose names and contact information appear in this
newsletter.

Do something
nice

with plants
instead.
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Mexican hat, Ratibida columnifera, Asteraceae

Plant of the Month Josephine Keeney

Find more native plant information at  www.texasstar.org, a forum for Texas gardeners dedicated to the
cultivation and propagation of Texas native plants.

Southwest Subcourthouse on Granbury Road in Fort Worth 2nd Saturday and last Wednesday of each month
beginning at 9:00 am. Gailon Hardin in charge
 
Hulen Street Regional Library in Fort Worth 3rd Wednesday of each month beginning at 9:00 am.
Evaline Woodrey in charge
 
Molly Hollar Wildscape at Veteran’s Park in Arlington Wednesdays and the first Saturday of each month
beginning at 8:00 am (summer hours)
Tuesdays at the greenhouse in Randoll Mill Park in Arlington beginning at 9:00 am

Native Plant Workdays

This lovely wildflower
decorates the Texas
countryside from May
to October, although it
might take a break
during the hottest
summer months if no
water is available.
     Mexican Hat is not
picky about soils and is
very drought tolerant,
requiring only lots of
sunshine in order to flourish.
     This perennial looks very pretty, even without the
flowers because of the lacy texture of the leaves. It sends
up a profusion of bare stems about 18 inches long, holding
the sombrero-shaped flower that can vary in color from

solid yellow to streaked in various shades of red or maroon, making the flowers of each plant look different
from each other.
     The plant is very widespread over many states and is prevalent in prairies and along roadways where it
delights motorists with its lovely colors waving in the breeze.
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Butterfly of the Month Joann Karges

Butterfly (Books) of the Month

In the ten years that I have been
writing butterfly articles for the
NPSOT newsletter, I am sure that
some of you have learned to
recognize certain species of
butterflies. The pictures that
editor John has found to accom-
pany these little articles have
helped a lot in imprinting an
image to accompany the text.
Still, there are times when one
needs to have a book on hand to
refresh memory, to learn more
about behavior or geographical
range, or to answer questions that
arise. There are a lot of books on
butterfly identification available in
almost all bookstores, and many
gift shops, and each has some
special merits. All respectable
books have a list of  host plants for
each species of butterfly, a subject
that is most important, not only for
the gardener who wants to plant
for butterflies, but also for identify-
ing caterpillars found on plants as
well as female butterflies that are
depositing eggs.

Of the many books, I most
heartedly recommend Butterflies of
North America by Jim Brock and
Ken Kaufman. (Kaufman Focus
Guides)  Boston: Houghton Mifflin,
2005, $19.95. It covers the whole
continent of course, with range
maps for each species. The
description and text are good; the
pictures are excellent. For the
beginner there is even a section
on learning to identify butterflies
by shape, size, color, and even
behavior.

I have long advocated that
every family  purchase a copy of
the Golden Guide Butterflies and
Moths by R.T.Mitchell and H.S.Zim,
updated by J.P.Latimer and K.S
Nolting. N.Y.: St.Martin’s Press,
2005. $6.95. One of the big advan-
tages of this little pocket size
guide is the inclusion of moths.
(The more you garden, the more
you are going to find moths — and
some are very interesting!) Not as
comprehensive as other field
guides, it does show many com-
mon species, their larvae and
adults and their food plants.

Unfortunately there is not a
book in print on Texas butterflies.
In some stores you may find a
folder called “Texas Butterflies and
Moths” (Pocket Naturalist Guide)
with many of the common butter-
flies and eight fairly common
moths — but not all  common in
the North Texas area. Moreover,
some of the colors of the butter-
flies are execrable. I would not
recommend spending $5.95 on
this folder.

Both of the two books men-
tioned here are worthwhile pur-
chases. There are other books that
I would be happy to discuss, but
these two are current, readily
available, and big helps in learning
— or teaching about butterflies.
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Proposed Bylaws Changes

continued on page 5

The Executive Board of North
Central Chapter met June 3, 2010
to review the Bylaws of the Native
Plant Society of Texas, North
Central Chapter, approved May
2007, and make changes to them
to reflect the way the chapter
operates today and to incorporate
bylaws for future operation of the
chapter.

These are the suggested
changes to be voted on by the
Chapter membership at the
August meeting.  Insertions are
shown in green italicized type.
Deletions are shown in red bold-
face type.

ARTICLE II. Purpose
  Rationale:  The following changes
are proposed to align the Chapter’s
purpose to the Mission of the state
NPSOT and to simplify Article II.

Present Wording:  The Purpose of
the North Central Chapter shall be
to promote understanding, preser-
vation and enjoyment of the
native flora of Texas, especially of
the North Central area, through
educational programs, community
projects, and field trips.

Proposed Wording:  The purpose of
the North Central Chapter shall be
to promote understanding, preser-
vation and enjoyment of the
native flora and plant habitats of
Texas, especially of the North
Central area, through
education,al programs, commu-
nity projects and field trips
outreach, and example.

ARTICLE IV. Officers
 Section 1
  Rationale:  The effectiveness of
North Central Chapter is deter-
mined by the officers. When new
presidents assume their position
it is often without support.  There-
fore, the position of Immediate

Past President is proposed, and
this officer will have the duty of
assisting the present President to
establish himself/herself in the
office and, additionally, to oversee
the transition of all officers.  The
duties will be established in the
Standing Rules of the Chapter.

Present Wording:  The officers of
the Chapter shall be President,
Vice-President, Secretary, and
Treasurer.

Proposed Wording:  The elected
officers of the Chapter shall be
President, Vice-President, Secre-
tary, and Treasurer.  The Immedi-
ate Past President serves ex officio.

Section 2 – Nominations and
Election of Officers
 Subsection A
  Rationale:  If the Chapter ratifies
changes in ARTICLE IV, Section 1,
then elected versus ex officio
officers need to be identified.

Present Wording:
A. The President shall appoint,
subject to Executive Board
approval, a Nominating Commit-
tee consisting of three or more
members.  These appointments
shall be announced at the August
general meeting.  It shall be the
duty of this committee to nomi-
nate one or more candidates for
each office.

Proposed Wording: (Change last
line)
  It shall be the duty of this com-
mittee to nominate one or more
candidates for each elected  office.

Subsection C
   Rationale:  The present wording
is ambiguous as to who can vote.
Members who are current in their
dues to the state are eligible to
vote.

Present Wording:  Elections shall
be held at the November general
meeting, and shall be by ballot
except if there is one nominee for
any office.  If there is only one
nominee for each office, voting
shall be viva voce.

Proposed Wording:  Elections shall
be held at the November general
meeting, and shall be by ballot by
members current in their dues
except if there is one nominee for
any office.  If there is only one
nominee for each office, voting
shall be viva voce by members who
are current in their dues.

Section 3. Terms and Term Limits
  Rationale:  Finding qualified
people to serve as officers is often
a difficult task.  If a person can
perform the duties of the office
and is willing to be re-elected, a
term limit should not prohibit that
action.

Present Wording:
All officers, with the exception of
the President, shall be elected by
the membership to serve for one
year and may continue to serve
until their successors are elected.
No member shall be elected to
serve for more than two consecu-
tive terms in the same office.  The
Committee Chairpersons shall
serve for one year but can be
re-appointed.

Proposed Wording:
All Officers with the exception of
the President, shall be elected by
membership serve for one year
and may continue to serve until
their successors are elected. No
member shall be elected to serve
for more than two consecutive
terms in the same office.  The
Committee Chairpersons shall
serve for one year but can be
re-appointed.
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Proposed Bylaws Changes continued from page 4

continued on page 6

ARTICLE VII. Committees
 Section 4 Outreach Committee.
  Remove irrelevant sentence and
slightly change remainder of
section for clarity.

Present Wording:  The Outreach
Chairperson shall promote the
organization’s purpose.  For ex-
ample: Plant of the Month, Home
and Garden Shows.  Refreshments
at monthly meetings are optional.

Proposed Wording: The Outreach
Chairperson shall promote the
organization’s purpose by means
such as Plant of the Month and
Home and Garden Shows.
Refreshments at monthly meet-
ings are optional.

Section 5 – Membership Commit-
tee
   Rationale:  Bylaws should be a
general and over-arching docu-
ment.  The wording in this sec-

tion, by its specificity, is more
appropriate for Standing Rules.

Present Wording:  The Member-
ship Chairperson shall promote
membership in the chapter and
provide an orientation for the new
members.  The orientation will
include a roster of current mem-
bers, information on the State
organization, and a copy of the By-
laws and verify the welcome
packet has been received from the
state.

Proposed Wording:  The Member-
ship Chairperson shall promote
membership in the chapter and
provide an orientation for the
new members.  The orientation
will include a roster of current
members, information on the
State organization, and a copy of
the By-laws and verify the wel-
come a new member packet. has
been received from the state.

Section 6 – Audit Committee
  Rationale:  Our Chapter is a
501(c) (3) organization with usu-
ally more than $1000 in our bank
account.  It is prudent to have an
annual audit of our records to
show that these monies are used
appropriately to further the pur-
pose of the Chapter and the mis-
sion of NPSOT.

Present Wording:  The Audit
Chairperson shall conduct a
financial audit of the bank
account including receipts and
expenditures.  Three people will
serve on the audit committee.

Proposed Wording:  The Audit
Chairperson shall conduct an
annual financial audit of the bank
account financial records including
receipts and expenditures.  Three
people will serve on the audit
committee.

Minutes: Board Meeting June 3, 2010

Executive Board Meeting
Called to order by Dawn Hancock
at 5:55 p.m.

Persons in Attendance: Dawn
Hancock, Gailon Hardin and
Rozanna Francis. Guests: Dagmar
Higgins and Evaline Woodrey

Subjects Discussed:

By-Laws Changes
The by-laws were reviewed line by
line with needed changes dis-
cussed and finalized.  The recom-
mended changes to Article II
(Purpose), Article IV, Section 1, 2,
Subsection C and Section 3 (Offic-
ers) and Article VII, Sections 4,5
and 6 (Committees)  are summa-
rized in the pages attached, made
a part of for all purposes.

N.I.C.E. Program Two nurseries,
Bloomin’ Colors and Marshall
Grain-Grapevine, will need new
representatives. Sandy Johnson,
the current representative, will be
moving out of state at the end of
July. An announcement request-
ing a volunteer will be made
during the General Membership
Meeting. Gailon will contact three
members who live in that zip code
area. As Bloomin’ Colors may not
be carrying natives, it is possible
they will no longer wish to partici-
pate in the program.
Adjourned at 6:30 p.m.

General Membership Meeting
The meeting was called to order by
Dawn Hancock at 6:34 pm. New
members and guests were recog-
nized.

Reports:
There were no corrections to the
Minutes of the May 2010 meeting,
and they were accepted as pub-
lished in the link to the May
newsletter.

Gailon Hardin reported a bank
account balance of $5,865.29 plus
$50 in a petty cash bag in her
possession. A motion to accept the
Treasurer’s Report as presented
was made and seconded and
passed unanimously.

Old Business:
Charlotte Hughes reported that
about 1,000 people attended the
Fort Worth Nature Center’s Buffalo
Boogie this year and there was
more and more interest in hear-
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Minutes continued from page 5

ing about the benefits of landscap-
ing with native plants. She sold
one book.  Based on rising interest
perhaps two volunteers will be
needed for Monster Mash in the
fall.

Committee Reports

I. Gardens. Gailon reported that
Commissioner Roy Brooks drove
by the demonstration garden at
the Southwest Sub-Courthouse
and was not only not concerned
with its appearance, but extended
an offer to help with anything
NPSOT needed to continue main-
taining the garden.

Evaline Woodrey reported that
there is a new manager and
childrens’ librarian at the Hulen
Library who has featured the
garden in a children’s instruc-
tional program. Although Evaline
no longer is responsible for the
garden’s maintenance, she still
does the bulletin board and will
take a supply of NPSOT member-
ship brochures.

II. Plant Sales. Pat Lovejoy is in
charge of plant sales in order to
free John Bridges to concentrate
on the home and garden shows.
The fall plant sale this year will
not be held at the Botanic Garden
due to the conflict with the 2010
Symposium. Instead it will be held
at the Southwest Sub-Courthouse
in the parking lot on October 23.

III. DFWI Planter Boxes. The
planter boxes should be planted
during Native Plant Week in
October. Toward that end, feed-
back from the membership on the
planting scheme, plants to be used
will be solicited, perhaps at the
September membership meeting.
Molly Hollar and Dawn Hancock
have seen the planters and have
accurate dimensions to work with.

New Business:

Symposium 2010. Funds must be
raised from the larger chapters

that might be more able to make a
contribution to pay for speaker
fees. Dawn suggested that we
might consider $5 per member as
our chapter contribution. Volun-
teers to lead field trips at Molly’s
Wildscape will be needed.

Announcements:
Sandy Johnson, VP in charge of
Programs, will be moving to the
Washington, D.C. area around the
end of July.

There was a call for one or two
volunteers to be the representa-
tive for the NICE Program at
Bloomin’ Colors and Marshall
Grain-Grapevine.

Program:
The program was presented by
James Russell, Legislative Intern
in Rep. Lon Burnam’s district
office, on the subject of Advocacy
and the Texas Legislature and how
to navigate the legislative process.

Motion to adjourn was made by
Frank Keeney.  The meeting was
adjourned at 8:30 pm.
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Legislative Action Dawn Hancock

Did you know that you are an
advocate for Texas native plants?
Let’s look at the mission state-
ment of NPSOT:  “The purpose of
the Native Plant Society of Texas
is to promote research, conserva-
tion, and utilization of native
plants and plant habitats of Texas
through education, outreach, and
example.” In other words, mem-
bers of NPSOT are advocates for
Texas native plants, and we speak
up for Texas native plants.

There is a misconception
among some that a 501(c)(3) like
NPSOT must stay silent as far as
the impact of laws and governance
has on our mission. That miscon-
ception led the program commit-
tee to ask for help in how advocacy
is done by someone who should
know: a person who deals with
this in government. James
Russell, a legislative intern in the
office of State Representative Lon
Burnam’s office, presented “Advo-
cacy 101” to North Central Chap-
ter at the June 3 meeting.

So here is a little of what we
learned. Effective advocacy has a
specific cause. When I looked at
our mission statement I thought it
was pretty specific, but no: In our
case specificity means to focus on
one aspect that affects Texas
native plants or their habitat and
begin there. For example, here in
the metroplex, urban sprawl de-
stroys plant habitats, so a properly
specific cause would be to change
land use laws. Effective advocates
know their cause frontwards,
backwards, upside down and inside
out. Building on the example of
urban sprawl, effective advocates
would know the laws affecting land
use and the players, such as home
developers.

James also told us that effec-
tive advocates develop a plan, build
an organization, and create rela-
tionships. To me this says, “You
are in this for the long haul.”
While president of North Central
Chapter, I have seen a strong
relationship between our chapter
and nurseries that stock native
Texas plants through the NICE!
program. Our chapter is also

working to develop a relationship
with Downtown Fort Worth, Inc. in
the hope that the planter boxes in
downtown Fort Worth will reflect
our Texas heritage. These boxes
at present are planted with com-
mon annual exotics.

Our efforts are a start, but,
according to James, getting to
know our local and state officials
will advance our cause. A perfect
example of this is the relationship
our chapter has with Commis-
sioner Roy Brooks and the county
corrections department. Both are
important in the existence and
maintenance of the native plant
garden at the Tarrant County
Southwest Subcourthouse.

The last item I will cover that
James brought out in his talk was
that effective advocacy means
collaboration with like-minded
organizations. This is the strength
in numbers approach. The ex-
ample that comes to mind at the
state level is NPSOT’s partnering
with the Native Prairies Associa-
tion and the Lady Bird Johnson
Wildflower Center. Locally, North
Central Chapter partners with
Tarrant County Master Gardeners,
whose members help maintain
the gardens at Southwest
Subcourthouse, Hulen Street
Regional Library, and the Molly
Hollar Wildscape. We partner with
Fort Worth Nature Center and
Refuge during Buffalo Boogie and
Monster Mash. North Central
Chapter also partners with the
Friends of Tandy Hills during
clean-ups and Prairie Fest, and we
partner with the City of Arlington
during Eco-Fest.

Now, reading back over that
paragraph, you can see that none
of the partners on the local level
are involved in legislating
changes that would advocate
NPSOT’s mission. As we become a
stronger and more involved chap-
ter, this will change. As a chapter
we are moving in this direction.
James has made our movement
easy. His presentation is available
by going to our Web site,
txnativeplants.org, if you missed
the June meeting.
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No
July

Meeting

Visit us on the Web
at

www.txnativeplants.org

The North Central Texas

NPSOT News
is a monthly publication of
the North Central Chapter of
the Native Plant Society of
Texas.

For changes of address
or information about
contributing to the
newsletter, please contact
the newsletter editor.

The deadline for submitting
articles for inclusion the
newsletter is the 15th of
every preceding month.

John Darling, Editor
817-274-1077
1darling@sbcglobal.net

Join the Native Plant Society of Texas!
Become a member of the Native Plant Society of Texas. Membership is open to any
individual, family, or organization. Membership is renewable annually and extends
for a year from the date we receive your original payment. If you wish to join,
please indicate your category of membership, then clip and mail this application
with the appropriate remittance to:

Native Plant Society of Texas
PO Box 3017, Fredricksburg, TX 78624

830-997-9272

_____ Student $15
_____ Senior Individual

(65+) $20
_____ Senior Couple

(one 65+) $30
_____ Individual $25

_____ Couple/Family $40
_____ Group $50
_____ Patron $100
_____ Benefactor $250
_____ Supporting $500
_____ Corporate Sponsor $1000
_____ Lifetime $1000

Name:
Address:
City, State, Zip:
County:
Phone:
Chapter Affiliation:
e-mail:

North Central Chapter


