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Visit us at
ncnpsot.org and

txnativeplants.org

The purpose of the Native Plant
Society of Texas is to promote the
conservation, research and utiliza-
tion of the native plants and plant
habitats of Texas, through educa-
tion, outreach and example.

Chapter Leaders
Dawn Hancock - President
dawnhancock@hotmail.com
Sandra Johnson - Vice president
sjohnson1220@hotmail.com
Gailon Hardin - Treasurer
ghardin@flash.net
Rozanna Francis - Secretary
mkrtfrancis@sbcglobal.net
Gailon Hardin - NICE! Coordinator
ghardin@flash.net
Frank Keeney - Webmaster
webmaster@txnativeplants.org
Gailon Hardin - Southwest
Subcourthouse Garden Leader
ghardin@flash.net
Evaline Woodrey - Hulen Regional
Library Garden Leader
ewoodrey@sbcglobal.net
Molly Hollar - Molly Hollar
Wildscape Garden Leader
molly@thewildscape.org

August meeeting
Thursday, August 5, 7:00 pm
Fort Worth Botanic Gardens, Deborah Beggs Moncrief
Garden Center, Orchid Room

Program: Bill Utley will speak on Texas Cactus: Sharing a
Hobby.

Bill has a long interest in native cacti and is currently represent-
ing the Fort Worth Cactus and Succulent Society as President
of the Texas Association of Cactus and Succulent Societies.

Greetings, Members of the North Central Chapter of the
Native Plant Society of Texas.

Put on your thinking caps. The year is drawing to a close
as far as North Central Chapter is concerned, and the chapter
will need new officers for 2011. I have served as president for
the last two years and it has been challenging but, at the
same time, I found some members who were willing to step up
and serve along with me to further NPSOT’s mission. I say
this to give courage to those who may be asked to serve in a
leadership role for the chapter next year. There are experi-
enced members happy to give a helping hand.

One of our fearless leaders’ destiny has called her away to
Washington D.C. Sandy Johnson, Vice-president for Programs,
will be off and away by the end of July if the gods are willing
and the creeks don’t rise. As a result, I am looking for pro-
grams for November and December. By chance, I had the good
fortune to have speakers for August and September fall into
my lap so to speak. Bill Utley is a cactus grower and, over the
years of practicing his hobby, has learned a lot about cacti in
Texas. So, Bill will speak to us in August – a good month to
think about cactus. As an added bonus, Bill is bringing cacti to
add to the raffle. Then in September, we will go to other end of
the botanical scale and learn about ferns. George Diggs will
have you in awe when you learn about the diversity of ferns
in Texas. Some members heard his presentation at BRIT, but
I assured Dr. Diggs that NC Chapter members would love to
hear it again.

continued on page 2
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Purple leatherflower, Clematis pitcheri, Ranunculaceae

Plant of the Month Josephine Keeney

Find more native plant information at  www.texasstar.org, a forum for Texas gardeners dedicated to the
cultivation and propagation of Texas native plants.

Southwest Subcourthouse on Granbury Road in Fort Worth 2nd Saturday and last Wednesday of each month
beginning at 9:00 am. Gailon Hardin in charge
 
Hulen Street Regional Library in Fort Worth 3rd Wednesday of each month beginning at 9:00 am.
Evaline Woodrey in charge
 
Molly Hollar Wildscape at Veteran’s Park in Arlington Wednesdays and the first Saturday of each month
beginning at 8:00 am (summer hours)

Tuesdays at the greenhouse in Randol Mill Park in Arlington beginning at 9:00 am

Native Plant Workdays

Finally, there are proposed
changes to the chapter by-laws to
be voted on at the August meeting.
The July newsletter had the
proposed changes listed so, if you
put the July newsletter aside for

later reading, I would ask you to
dig through your email from Frank
Keeney our webmaster and re-
read that section.  I guarantee the
reading is spell-binding.  I would
also ask you to make an extra

effort to be at the business meet-
ing since a vote requires a quo-
rum of twenty members in good
standing.  The business meeting
begins at 6:30 PM.

The President’s Corner continued from page 1

This lovely little vine is a
very delicate herbaceous
perennial that climbs by
means of twining tendrils
and is capable of reaching
a length of 10 feet.
    The plant is fairly heat
and drought tolerant and
likes to grow in sun to part
shade in moist soil.
This vine needs some kind
of support and looks great
on a fancy trellis.
    The thick flowers are
nodding and bell shaped in
a beautiful shade of purple
that seems to be frosted on
the outside. The four petal-
like sepals split to reveal a

deeper velvety solid shade of purple on the inside.
 The interesting Leatherflower blooms are long lasting and make an excellent conversation piece.
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Insects in the Garden Joann Karges

Coming Soon: The Other Insects

As many of you know, the
author of this little article is
known as a “butterfly person”  for
her long interest in and study of
the order of insects known as
Lepidoptera, the scale-winged
butterflies and  moths. Some of
you may know that her interest
extends to other orders of insects
even to the point of considering
herself a non-professional ento-
mologist. So I am an insect-lover;
I admit that rather proudly and
would hope to interest others in
those insects that one finds in the
garden. It’s not that I anticipate
many others becoming
entomophiles, too, but I do believe
that observing these insects,
some with exquisite beauty and
fascinating life histories,  has a

value in itself, even as knowledge
enriches us. With this in mind I
intend to do a series of articles on
those “other insects,” beneficial or
deleterious, that we find in our
North Texas gardens.

Most flowering plants are
dependent on an outside agent for
propagation, and insects are
foremost in making this contribu-
tion. Generally it is a passive
activity, the pollen adhering to
body parts (antennae, head, legs,
etc.) as the insects  nectar on
flowers. When they fly to another
flower, some of that pollen is
brushed off and pollination is
achieved. There are insects that
actively collect pollen, such as

bees and wasps and some
Heliconian butterflies.

What insects are the best
pollinators? Without question the
Hymenoptera (bees and wasps) are
at the top of the list. Next come
beetles, then flies, and fourth are
the butterflies. There is currently
a big push on to encourage  our
native bees, especially in view of
the honey bee colony collapse
phenomenon. There are many
other insects we should consider
friends in our gardens, and I plan
to discuss some of these in future
articles.
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Minutes: Special Meeting July 8, 2010 Rozanna Francis

Conference Call Meeting called to order by Dawn Hancock at 7:05 pm.

Persons in Attendance:
Dawn Hancock, Sandy Balch, Frank Kenney, Josephine Kenney,
Rozanna Francis, and Michael Francis

Purpose of Special Meeting:
To discuss and authorize by vote making a contribution of $5.00 per
active chapter member toward paying fees for speakers addressing the
Symposium this October, 2010.

Discussion:
At issue will be a contribution of $425 based on our chapter’s 85 current
active members. Failing to meet the requirement for a quorum, it was
decided that, based on the close location of this year’s symposium in Denton, our active participation in
planning and organization of the symposium, and unanimous agreement among the persons in attendance,
the contribution be authorized by executive agreement.

Adjourned at 7:30 pm.

We’re three months away from our
fall plant sale. Time to start
digging and potting those pass
along plants you can share for the
sale. The sale will be held Satur-
day, October 17 at the Southwest
Sub-Courthouse demonstration
garden. We also need to start our
advertising. If anyone would like
to help with that, please let us
know.
     If you are interested in helping
with the sale in any way, please
let Pat Lovejoy know at
palovejoy@att.net.

The purpose of NICE! is to promote
the use of native plants by raising
awareness and educating the
public about the benefits of grow-
ing native plants and we have
some new NICE! representatives.
     Pat Gerard is now holding down the fort
at Marshall Grain, Diane Parrotta is
checking things out at Tim’s Landscaping,
and, Nancy Price is taking charge at
Weston’s Gardens in Bloom.  Also, Alice
Moffitt moved to Green Mama’s in North
Richland Hills, and Rozanna Francis is
jogging to Marshall Grain in Grapevine.

New NICE! Representatives

Fall Plant Sale
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Fielder House Butterfly Garden and Monarch Waystation

There’s a garden on Arlington
that packs a very large number
of native plants into a small
space. It started in 2006 as a
joint project of the Arlington
Organic Gardening Club and the
Cross Timbers Master Natural-
ists Chapter, under the leader-
ship of Josephine Keeney with
help from Rosalie Rogers,
Marylee Thomason, and Jane
Oosterhuis.

The garden’s main purpose
is to provide the butterflies of
our area with all the larval and
nectar plants they need, and to
do this with Texas native
plants.

The objective here is to
educate the public about our
butterflies and the native plants
they require.

The garden occupies 3,500
square feet and is now made up
of over 90% Texas native plants.
The goal is to become entirely
native.

For more infromation about
the garden, butterflies, or
native plants, contact
Josephine Keeney at
Josephine@TexasStar.org.
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Visit us on the Web
at

www.txnativeplants.org

The North Central Texas

NPSOT News
is a monthly publication of
the North Central Chapter of
the Native Plant Society of
Texas.

For changes of address
or information about
contributing to the
newsletter, please contact
the newsletter editor.

The deadline for submitting
articles for inclusion the
newsletter is the 15th of
every preceding month.

John Darling, Editor
817-274-1077
1darling@sbcglobal.net

Join the Native Plant Society of Texas!
Become a member of the Native Plant Society of Texas. Membership is open to any
individual, family, or organization. Membership is renewable annually and extends
for a year from the date we receive your original payment. If you wish to join,
please indicate your category of membership, then clip and mail this application
with the appropriate remittance to:

Native Plant Society of Texas
PO Box 3017, Fredricksburg, TX 78624

830-997-9272

_____ Student $15
_____ Senior Individual

(65+) $20
_____ Senior Couple

(one 65+) $30
_____ Individual $25

_____ Couple/Family $40
_____ Group $50
_____ Patron $100
_____ Benefactor $250
_____ Supporting $500
_____ Corporate Sponsor $1000
_____ Lifetime $1000

Name:
Address:
City, State, Zip:
County:
Phone:
Chapter Affiliation:
e-mail:

North Central Chapter

Next Meeting

Thursday, August 5
7:00 pm

Fort Worth
Botanic Gardens

Bill Utley
Texas Cactus:

Sharing a Hobby


