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Visit us at
ncnpsot.org and

txnativeplants.org

The purpose of the Native Plant
Society of Texas is to promote the
conservation, research, and
utilization of the native plants
and plant habitats of Texas,
through education, outreach and
example.

Chapter Leaders
Dawn Hancock - President
dawnhancock@hotmail.com
Sandra Johnson - Vice president
sjohnson1220@hotmail.com
Gailon Hardin - Treasurer
ghardin@flash.net
Rozanna Francis - Secretary
mkrtfrancis@sbcglobal.net
Gailon Hardin - NICE! Coordinator
ghardin@flash.net
Frank Keeney - Webmaster
webmaster@txnativeplants.org
Gailon Hardin - Southwest
Subcourthouse Garden Leader
ghardin@flash.net
Evaline Woodrey - Hulen Regional
Library Garden Leader
ewoodrey@sbcglobal.net
Molly Hollar - Molly Hollar
Wildscape Garden Leader
molly@thewildscape.org

September meeeting
Thursday, September 2, 7:00 pm
Fort Worth Botanic Gardens, Deborah Beggs Moncrief
Garden Center, Orchid Room

Program - Dr George Diggs: The Ferns of Texas: Surprises
about these Ancient Plants.

Don’t miss this one. You’ll learn why Texas is such a special
place for ferns and get a preview of the speaker’s upcoming
book, Ferns and Lycophytes of Texas, coauthored with
Barney Lipscomb.

continued on page 2

Greetings, members of the North Central Chapter of the
Native Plant Society of Texas.

Tom and I have entered our second childhood, doing
things we enjoyed as children and had to put aside during our
parenting/earning years. Saturday, I found Tom making a
wooden model of a confederate gun boat, the Arkansas, as
happy as any teenager of the ‘50s. Do teens do this sort of
thing anymore? As a child I spent a lot of time outdoors being
a naturalist. I was lucky enough to live in the countryside
until high school. Outside was a lot more interesting than
inside, so that is where I was.

So now my second childhood involves returning to my
naturalist tendencies. This is the season of plants going to
seed. While investigating the lives of my plants in the front
yard, I happened upon the seed of Eve’s necklace, a black pea
pod that constricts around each internal pea, thus forming a
dangle of black pearls. I gathered them up just as I did as a
child when something from the countryside caught my fancy.

While traipsing about Newell and Newell Business Park’s
undersized lake or oversized pond I found Clematis pitcheri
climbing a stunted elm and guarded by a lovely black and
yellow Argiope spider. I gave her regards from her sister living
in my garden and harvested the clematis seed, a knot-like
cluster where each pod buries its head in the knot while the
tails appear as curved claws guarding the seed head.
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Heartleaf hibiscus, Hibiscus martianus, Malvaceae

Plant of the Month Josephine Keeney

Find more native plant information at  www.texasstar.org, a forum for Texas gardeners dedicated to the
cultivation and propagation of Texas native plants.

Southwest Subcourthouse on Granbury Road in Fort Worth 2nd Saturday and last Wednesday of each month
beginning at 9:00 am. Gailon Hardin in charge
 
Hulen Street Regional Library in Fort Worth 3rd Wednesday of each month beginning at 9:00 am.
Evaline Woodrey in charge
 
Molly Hollar Wildscape at Veteran’s Park in Arlington Wednesdays and the first Saturday of each month
beginning at 8:00 am (summer hours)

Tuesdays at the greenhouse in Randol Mill Park in Arlington beginning at 9:00 am

Native Plant Workdays

The President’s Corner continued from page 1

My final treasure was spotted
along side Loop 820, a nice stand
of milkweed going to seed. We
called their pods devil’s claws
when I was a child because of the
way the pod split and recurved
spilling the silky seed to the wind.

So here I was with my trea-
sures when it occurred to me that
we need plants for plant sales.
What a cheap way to get plants that
no nursery carries: grow them
from seed. Then it occurred to me
that I not sure how to grow these

plants from their seed. Do I just put
them in soil in a pot, water, and
hope for the best? Do I soak the
seed first?  Do I give the seed a cold
treatment? I need help from a
professional. Well, I just happen to
have a professional in my library.
Her name is Jill Nokes and she
has written a book all about propa-
gating native plants. The book is
How to Grow Native Plants of Texas
and the Southwest. Mine is the first
edition, but a later edition is out
and is probably even better than

the first. Her first and second
chapter has loads of information
about gathering, storing, and
germinating seed. The last chapter
is species specific, which is where
I found information on Eve’s neck-
lace and clematis.

I hope to have plants by the
spring plant sale. If you have a
little bit of the naturalist in you,
you too can gather seed of Texas
plants and grow your own for
yourself and for the plant sales.

Heartleaf Hibiscus is a lovely plant
native to south Texas, so it won’t
be hardy here in the Metroplex.
However, it is such a charming
plant that I chose to grow it and
keep it potted in order to protect it
from our cold spells.
    The plant is about three feet
tall, with leaves that are heart-
shaped and covered with very fine
hairs that make them shimmer
in the sun.
    The flowers are a bright, beauti-
ful red and shaped like a simple

open rose, but with the typical hibiscus pistil and stamens. It is a prolific
bloomer and flowers all summer in a sunny or semi-shady location.

Another very neat thing about this plant is the seeds are also heart-
shaped. I started mine from seed and it took two years to reach bloom-
ing size, so it is rather slow but very much worth the effort.
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Insects in the Garden Joann Karges

Aphids

It may seem like a conflict of
interests for a plant-lover and
gardener to be an entomophile,
but I count myself one of those
who find insects infinitely fasci-
nating and their direct or indirect
relationships to plants a part of
that interest.

Most of us have had some
experience with aphids, those tiny
little yellow, green, or brown crea-
tures with long antennae and
spindly legs crawling in masses
along the stems and pedicels of our
plants, sucking the phloem sap.

Aphids (Aphidae) are members
of the order of true bugs (Hemi-
ptera); the species number in the
hundreds, some of which will come
to only one kind of plant, some to
many kinds. Their life cycle is
complex. Only in late summer or
fall are there males, which mate
with winged or wingless females so
that there will be eggs to overwin-
ter for the next year’s population.
When the eggs hatch in the spring,
the nymphs are all female, and for
most of the season, the genera-
tions are females conceived par-
thenogenetically (asexually.) Not
only that, but skipping the “egg-
laying” routine, the females pro-
duce live young, an unusual
occurence among insects. Many of
these females will be wingless, but
some of the population will have
wings and may migrate to other
plants, assuring species expansion

but also sufficient nutrition for
their young.

Aphids have their enemies,
parasites such as ladybird beetles
(Coccinelidae), lacewings
(Chrysopidae), and parasitoids,
small braconid and chalcid wasps
and a few species of flies. Aphids
also have their fan clubs: insects
that come to aphid colonies for the

honeydew, a mixture of plant sap
plus sugars, which the aphids
secrete. Ants especially are fond of
this dessert. Small flies and wasps
come for honeydew too. Some,
such as the flower flies (Diptera:
Syrphidae) may be residents, the
eggs laid among the aphids, where
the fly larvae feed on both aphids
and honeydew, eventually pupat-
ing right in the aphid colony. (I
have actually caged and watched
some of this fly clan achieve their
life cycle among Aphis nerii.)

Aphids can weaken young and
tender plants; they can also be
vectors of some pathogens. How-
ever, in our gardens they do
relatively  little damage. Rather
than fight and destroy them, why
not get close and see how inter-
esting they can be?

There are Wooly aphids, too,
which leads us to a special butter-
fly that depends on them; that will
be the topic for next month’s
article — and maybe in future
issues, we should talk about those
flower flies and the wasps

Lacewing larva
with aphid

Wooly aphid captured by robber fly
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Minutes: Board Meeting August 5, 2010 Rozanna Francis

Executive Board Meeting
Called to order by Dawn Hancock
at 5:50 p.m.

Persons in Attendance: Dawn
Hancock, Sandy Balch and
Rozanna Francis.  Guests: Dagmar
Higgins.

Subjects Discussed:

Home and Garden Shows and
Plant Sales
Since Pat Lovejoy has taken over
organizing and directing our plant
sale events, one additional volun-
teer is needed to be responsible if
we are to continue participating in
the four local home and garden
shows each year. Duties include
completing paperwork required by
the show organizers, payment of
entrance fees when applicable,
setup and breakdown before and
after each show, coordinating
volunteers to work each show. The
need for a volunteer to fill this
position will be announced during
the general membership meeting.

Adjourned at 6:05 p.m.

General Membership Meeting
The meeting was called to order by
Dawn Hancock at 6:40 pm. New
members and guests were recog-
nized.

Reports:
There being no corrections to the
Minutes of the June 4, 2010
meeting and the July 8, 2010
Special Conference Call Meeting,
both sets of Minutes were
accepted as published in the July
and August newsletters.

Gailon Hardin reported a bank
account balance of just under
$6,000 and would provide a copy for
the Minutes via e-mail. She
discussed the fact that plant sales
in the spring were reduced with a
corresponding decrease in chapter

funds, but that the fall plant sales
would hopefully be better.

Old Business: None.

Committee Reports

I. N.I.C.E. Program. Gailon Hardin
announced that Nancy Price and
Pat Gerard have joined the N.I.C.E.
team as the new representatives
for Weston’s Gardens in Bloom and
Marshall Grain in Fort Worth
respectively.

In September the quarterly
plant to be featured will be the Fall
Beautyberry.

II. Plant Sales. Pat Lovejoy
reminded the membership that
the upcoming Fall Plant Sale will
be held apart from the Botanic
Garden this year on October 16,
2010 to avoid conflict with the
NPSOT Symposium being held in
Denton. She called for a volunteer
to be responsible for advertising
this event. She also asked for all
members, propagators and others,
to provide plant stock for the sale.

III. Home and Garden Shows.
Since John Bridges will no longer
be coordinating home and garden
shows, Dawn Hancock discussed
the future of our chapter’s out-
reach activities. John did the two
home and garden shows in the
spring and two in the latter part of
the year. We also have participated
in Prairie Fest, and Charlotte
Hughes is our presence during
Buffalo Boogie and Monster Mash
at the Fort Worth Nature Center.
The use of the “lemonade stand”
poses a significant challenge due
to its weight. Its use draws atten-
tion to the NPSOT booth, but due to
problems moving it into place, a
new volunteer would have discre-
tion in whether it was used and
the design of the booth setup. A
second volunteer could be used to
solicit and coordinate other volun-

teers to work shifts throughout the
shows. The question remains
about how effective the home and
garden shows are in gaining new
members.

New Business:
There being a quorum present,
Dawn asked that the membership
ratify an executive decision to
contribute $425.00 to the state
organization to help pay for speak-
ers brought in from out of town for
the Symposium 2010 in Denton.
This was discussed during the
Special Meeting July 8 via confer-
ence call. This amount was based
on $5.00 for each active member.
A motion was made by Nancy Price
and seconded by Evaline Woodrey
to approve this expenditure. There
being no discussion, the motion
was passed by a voice vote with no
dissent.

In addition, Dawn referred to the
revision of the chapter’s By-Laws
as published in the July newslet-
ter and the need to approve these
changes. A motion to approve was
made by Nancy Price and seconded
by Evaline Woodrey. There was no
discussion and the motion passed
by a voice vote without dissent.

Announcements:
Pat Lovejoy announced that all
plants being donated to the fall
plant sale should be delivered the
day of the sale, which is October
16, not October 17 as previously
announced. Communications
regarding the plant sales will be by
e-mail.

Program:
The program was presented by
Bill Utley, current President of
the Texas Cacti and Succulent
Society.

Meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.
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Symposium 2010

We’re less than three months
away from our fall plant sale. Time
to start digging and potting those
pass along plants you can share
for the sale. The sale will be held
Saturday, October 17 at the South-
west Sub-Courthouse demonstra-
tion garden. We also need to start
our advertising. If anyone would
like to help with that, please let us
know.
     If you are interested in helping
with the sale in any way, please
let Pat Lovejoy know at
palovejoy@att.net.

Fall Plant Sale

http://www.npsot.org/symposium2010/home/index.shtml

October 7—10, 2010
The Native Plant Society of Texas (NPSOT) presents Symposium 2010, an
environmental education event, at Texas Woman’s University in Denton,
Texas.

NPSOT invites all members as well as the general public to attend Symposium 2010. Read the welcome mes-
sage at http://www.npsot.org/symposium2010/home/index.shtml for more details. We hope to see you soon!

ALL Registration is done online for this event. Visa, Mastercard, Amex and checks are accepted.

To contact us:
Email: symposium2010@npsot.org
Phone: 830-997-9272
Mail: NPSOT, P.O. Box 3017, Fredericksburg, TX 78624
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Visit us on the Web
at

www.txnativeplants.org

The North Central Texas

NPSOT News
is a monthly publication of
the North Central Chapter of
the Native Plant Society of
Texas.

For changes of address
or information about
contributing to the
newsletter, please contact
the newsletter editor.

The deadline for submitting
articles for inclusion the
newsletter is the 15th of
every preceding month.

John Darling, Editor
817-274-1077
1darling@sbcglobal.net

Join the Native Plant Society of Texas!
Become a member of the Native Plant Society of Texas. Membership is open to any
individual, family, or organization. Membership is renewable annually and extends
for a year from the date we receive your original payment. If you wish to join,
please indicate your category of membership, then clip and mail this application
with the appropriate remittance to:

Native Plant Society of Texas
PO Box 3017, Fredricksburg, TX 78624

830-997-9272

_____ Student $15
_____ Senior Individual

(65+) $20
_____ Senior Couple

(one 65+) $30
_____ Individual $25

_____ Couple/Family $40
_____ Group $50
_____ Patron $100
_____ Benefactor $250
_____ Supporting $500
_____ Corporate Sponsor $1000
_____ Lifetime $1000

Name:
Address:
City, State, Zip:
County:
Phone:
Chapter Affiliation:
e-mail:

North Central Chapter

Next Meeting
Thursday, September 2

7:00 pm
Fort Worth

Botanic Gardens

Dr George Diggs
The Ferns of Texas:
Surprises about these

Ancient Plants


