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Visit us at
ncnpsot.org and

txnativeplants.org

The purpose of the Native Plant
Society of Texas is to promote the
conservation, research, and
utilization of the native plants
and plant habitats of Texas
through education, outreach and
example.

Chapter Leaders
Dawn Hancock - President
dawnhancock@hotmail.com
Sandra Johnson - Vice president
sjohnson1220@hotmail.com
Gailon Hardin - Treasurer
ghardin@flash.net
Rozanna Francis - Secretary
mkrtfrancis@sbcglobal.net
Gailon Hardin - NICE! Coordinator
ghardin@flash.net
Frank Keeney - Webmaster
webmaster@txnativeplants.org
Gailon Hardin - Southwest
Subcourthouse Garden Leader
ghardin@flash.net
Evaline Woodrey - Hulen Regional
Library Garden Leader
ewoodrey@sbcglobal.net
Molly Hollar - Molly Hollar
Wildscape Garden Leader
molly@thewildscape.org

No October Meeeting

continued on page 2

Greetings Members of the North Central Chapter of the
Native Plant Society of Texas.

One day soon, the Earth’s tilt will finally send us into fall
and cooler weather. That is the signal for (drum roll, please)
the OCTOBER PLANT SWAP (Not exactly; be sure to read to
the end. - Editor) where the true nature of North Central
Chapter members is revealed. For newer members, this is
the fun and slightly crazy meeting at which members bring
plants to swap. The plants can be raised by you, stolen from
your mother, or bought at a fire sale from a nursery. Just be
sure they are Texas natives, and you have a little spiel on
what the plant is and how the plant should be used in the
landscape. The plants are placed in the center of the circle of
members. Then we draw numbers to determine which person
will have the first chance to take a plant, and that person
chooses the plant of her/his choice from the center. Pretty
boring so far, right?  But this is where the swap gets interest-
ing. The second person to select a plant can take yours from
you if she/he wishes. Or that person can choose from the
center of the circle and you can breath easy until the third
person rises to choose. Again, your plant that you so had your
heart set on owning is in jeopardy. If no person steals your
plant from you by the end of the swap, then the plant truly is
yours. Another rule is that once a plant has been stolen twice,
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American beautyberry, Callicarpa americana, Verbenaceae

Plant of the Month Josephine Keeney

Find more native plant information at  www.texasstar.org, a forum for Texas gardeners dedicated to the
cultivation and propagation of Texas native plants.

Southwest Subcourthouse on Granbury Road in Fort Worth 2nd Satur-
day and last Wednesday of each month beginning at 9:00 am. Gailon
Hardin in charge
 
Hulen Street Regional Library in Fort Worth 3rd Wednesday of each
month beginning at 9:00 am.
Evaline Woodrey in charge
 
Molly Hollar Wildscape at Veteran’s Park in Arlington Wednesdays
and the first Saturday of each month beginning at 9:00 am (winter
hours)

Tuesdays at the greenhouse in Randol Mill Park in Arlington begin-
ning at 9:00 am

Native Plant Workdays

The President’s Corner continued from page 1

the plant is out of contention for change in ownership. Heated arguments erupt by present owners claiming
that no, their plant has been swapped twice and is out of bounds for removal from your side. So sorry, the
referee of plant exchanges says not and away goes your plant to the new owner. So grab that plant and I will
see you at the meeting in October. This just in: There will be no October meeting due to the 2010 NPSOT
Symposium in Denton.  We’ll have a regular meeting in November, so hang on to those plants until the
December meeting.

American Beautyberry is a
gorgeous woody shrub that
can grow up to fifteen feet
tall in favorable moisture
conditions, but usually
averages five to ten feet tall
and just as wide.
    This shrub likes part
shade and rich moist soils
and woks very well as an
understory  plant. It can be
propagated by seeds or tip
cuttings.
    The long arching branches have large leaves in pairs spaced

along the branch. It blooms in the spring with small pink flowers clustered at the base of the leaves.
    During summer the flowers turn into large clusters of berries which remain green until fall when the
leaves turn a lovely yellow-green and the berries a beautiful rose or burgundy pink, transforming the shrub
into a delight for the eyes.
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Insects in the Garden Joann Karges

The Harvester

The Harvester is a strange moni-
ker for a butterfly, as we all know
that butterflies harvest nothing.
This common name is a direct
translation for the Latin genus
Feniseca, which refers to one who
mows or harvests. The species
name tarquinius honors Lucius
Tarquinius Superbus, semi-
legendary  Etruscan king of Rome.
A lot of name for a small butterfly!

Small though it is, the Har-
vester is a sprightly dappled copper
and gold creature that breeds in
most of eastern North America,
including Texas. We are most
likely to encounter it in clearings
in wooded areas close to a lake,
stream, or river. It is not a flower
lover but one might find it on a
stem covered with its special
aphids, where it takes the honey-
dew that aphids secrete — and
where the female will lay her
eggs.

Its real distinction among
North American butterflies is the
feeding habit of the larvae; it is
the only butterfly on the continent
that is carnivorous. The larvae
feed on those aphids. Under a kind
of silken web that the tiny cater-
pillars spin themselves from aural
glands, they grow rapidly, complet-
ing larval stages in only 8 days
and remaining in pupation for
another 8 to 11 days.

The special aphids that the
Harvester  needs are known as
“woolly aphids,” which cover
themselves in fine waxy threads
that appear like wool, a defensive
disguise to discourage predators.
These aphids of several genera
seem to favor only  certain kinds
of vines, shrubs, and trees. In our
area hawthorn, crabapple, and
apple are the likely hosts  for the
aphids.

Below, adult feeding on honeydew
from wooly aphids.

Above, adult laying eggs in wooly
aphid colony.

Above, larva with wooly aphids.
Below, pupa.
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Minutes: Board Meeting September 2, 2010 Rozanna Francis

Executive Board Meeting
Called to order by Dawn Hancock
at 5:45 pm.

Persons in Attendance: Dawn
Hancock, Gailon Hardin, Sandy
Balch, and Rozanna Francis.

Subjects Discussed:

Revision of Standing Rules
Dawn Hancock led a discussion of
needed changes to the Standing
Rules listing chapter officer
positions and responsibilities. It
was agreed that the office of Past
President should be added to
facilitate the process of changing
office holders each January. The
Past President will consult with
the Executive Board as needed to
maintain continuity.

The duties and responsibilities
of all offices were reviewed and, in
some cases, clarified or aug-
mented.

Rozanna Francis will draw up
revised Standing Rules to be
presented at the Executive Board
Meeting November, 2010.

Adjourned at 6:15 p.m.

General Membership Meeting
The meeting was called to order by
Dawn Hancock at 6:30 pm. New
members and guests were recog-
nized.

Reports:
There being no corrections to the
Minutes of the August 5, 2010
meeting, the Minutes were
accepted and approved as pub-
lished in the on-line newsletter.

Gailon Hardin reported a bank
account balance of $5,588.10 as of
August 31, 2010 and submitted a
copy for inclusion with the Min-
utes.

Dawn Hancock reported that the
members of the Nominating

Committee would be Bill Hall,
Dagmar Higgins, and Evaline
Woodrey. They will meet to iden-
tify members interested in filling
open officer positions. Dawn
announced the addition of a new
position on the Executive Board,
that of Past President, and the role
the Past President will fulfill.

Old Business: None.

Committee Reports

Plant Sales. Pat Lovejoy indicated
that flyers for the October 16th
Plant Sale were available on the
table and requested volunteers
with help setting up, selling and
tearing down after the sale. To
supplement sales inventory the
chapter would be purchasing
plants from the wholesale nursery
owned by Barbara Herrmann and
marking them up to be sold at the
sale.

Coming Events. Gailon detailed
two coming events – Monster
Mash at the Fort Worth Nature
Center usually organized by
Charlotte Hughes, and EcoFest in
Arlington on September 18 at
Founders Plaza. Patty Manass
volunteered use of a table for that
event. Volunteers to staff the table
are needed.

N.I.C.E. Gailon announced that
Ann Knudsen was a new N.I.C.E.
representative for Stegall’s Nurs-
ery near Dick Price Rd.

New Business:
Evaline Woodrey gave a brief
introduction to an organization
called Bat World Sanctuary, which
is an all-volunteer group that
promotes preservation of bat
populations in this area. Bats
promote a healthy ecosystem,
including the propagation and
protection of native plants. She
proposed that NPSOT consider

making a contribution and made a
motion to make a donation of
$75.00 to subsidize the Bat World
Sancturary speaking engagement
at River Legacy. This motion was
seconded by Pat Lovejoy.

Gailon Hardin made a motion
to amend this original motion to
donate $75.00, raising the amount
$250.00. This motion was sec-
onded.

After further discussion a
further motion was made by Ann
Knudsen to break down the
$250.00 donation into a $75.00
subsidy for the River Legacy
speaker’s fee paid to Bat World and
a separate $175.00 donation
directly to Bat World Sanctuary to
continue their rescue activities.

Dawn Hancock called for a
voice vote on the original motion
made by Evaline Woodrey to make
the original donation of $75.00,
followed by voice vote on the
amendment to the original motion
to increase the donation to
$250.00. Both motions passed
without opposition. She then
called for a voice vote on the
motion made by Ann Knudsen to
further amend the motion to
designate $75.00 as the speaker’s
fee and $175.00 as a donation
directly to Bat World. This motion
also passed unanimously.

Announcements:
Anita Garman asked if she can
obtain a ride to the Symposium
with someone living in her area
(N. Cooper in Arlington).

Program:

The program was presented by
George M. Diggs, Jr., Ph.D, Profes-
sor of Biology at Austin College, on
The Ferns of Texas.

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm.
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Ball Cactus, Escobaria missouriensis Pat Lovejoy

We’re less than a week away from
our fall plant sale. Time be sure
your pass-along plants are ready
for the sale. The sale will be held
Saturday, October 16 at the South-
west Sub-Courthouse demonstra-
tion garden. We also need to keep
advertising. If anyone would like
to help with that, please let me
know.
     If you are interested in helping
with the sale in any way, please
let Pat Lovejoy know at
palovejoy@att.net.

Fall Plant Sale

From the Community Garden to
the BRIT Roof
      A special thing happened after
the May Master Gardeners meet-
ing. Dr. Tony Burgess, a professor
in Environmental Studies at TCU,
who spoke on living roofs, visited
the Tarrant County Master Gar-
deners community garden. While
there, he spotted some Escobaria
missouriensis (ball cactus) growing
under a tree near the greenhouse.
He was very excited to find such a
rare and valuable cactus.
      Dr. Burgess said Escobaria
missouriensis was the type of plant
BRIT was going to use for the

living roof on their new building
and suggested we contact BRIT to
see if they would be interested in
it. He explained how difficult it
was to find locally, and BRIT was
going to have to purchase some
from Arizona at $5.00 for each
four-inch pot.
      He helped our propagators dig
up a large clump of the cactus
from under one of the hoop houses
and taught them how to separate
and pot it up for future use. The
propagation team has been taking
care of the potted up cactus in the
community garden greenhouse
and MG volunteers have had to be
very careful not to step on or mow
the remaining cactus.  It is now
protected with a paver edging.

On August 24, Dr. Brooke
Byerley from BRIT picked up two
flats of Escobaria missouriensis.
They will be planted in biotrays
and join the over 5,000 biotrays of
native prairie plant material to be
used on the roof. She was excited
because they were able to find a
similar variety but had not been
able to find this particular one.
BRIT may share some of the

plants with a local school working
on plant material for the roof.
Some of the plants will include
prickly pear, pale yucca, and
native grasses. Native prairie
plants are preferable because of
their shallow roots.

If you peek over the fence at
the new BRIT building under
construction near the Botanic
Gardens, you will see many of the
plants awaiting their use on the
roof. It is exciting to have our very
own Escobaria missouriensis there
and know that Tarrant County
Master Gardeners and their
community garden have made
such a valuable contribution.

Dr Burgess works with the ball
cactus.
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The 10th Annual
Texas Plant Conserva-
tion Conference met
September 15-17 at
the Lady Bird Johnson
Wildflower Center and
was attended by
Suzanne Tuttle, Dawn
Hancock, Hester
Schwarzer, and Molly
Hollar of the North
Central Chapter. This
conference has been
held annually for ten
years, but in the
future will be held
biennially to avoid
conflict with other
conferences whose
attendees would likely
come to the Texas
Plant Conservation
Conference. Attendees are drawn
from groups interested in the
preservation of the Texas native
plant heritage such as Texas
Parks and Wildlife, US Fish and
Wildlife Service, National Re-
sources Conservation Services,
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower
Center, Native Prairies Associa-
tion, Texas Native Plant Society,
and academia.

Reports focus on rare or en-
dangered Texas native plants and
habitats and the studies that are
being done to preserve them. This
year, attendees listened to three
reports on bracted twistflower, the
population biology of Terlingua
Creek cat’s eye, and many others.
I will highlight three that interest
North Central Chapter members,
either because the information in
the report affects our local ecosys-
tems or because the report con-
tains information that contradicts
commonly held assumptions.

Jackie Poole, the lead author
of Rare Plants of Texas, told attend-
ees about the rescue of a popula-
tion of Texas poppy mallow, an
endangered species. While Jackie
was along a roadside looking for

the poppy, she was approached by
a landowner who knew a popula-
tion existed on his land, which
was slated for development. He
himself was rare because he
wanted to save the population
instead of simply bulldozing it
under. So Jackie pulled together a
group of cooperators from Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department,
Angelo State University, the Lady
Bird Johnson Wildflower Center,
and private landowners to devise a
plan to remove the 54 plants in
two days. Jackie’s statement to
attendees was that known popula-
tions in peril need to have a plan
in place for their rescue, a refuge
site to house plants before reloca-
tion, and a relocation site.

Karen Clary from the Wildlife
Habitat Assessment Program of
Texas Parks and Wildlife informed
the attendees of the effects of
“going green” in Texas with regard
to green energy. Wind turbines
are touted as green energy, but
their footprint is large on the
landscape. Besides the West Texas
land usage for the turbines them-
selves, the energy generated has
to be transmitted east to metro-

politan areas. From
Karen’s abstract, “The
new transmission line
corridors would be
between 100-160 feet
wide, and once con-
structed, be main-
tained typically as
clear zones.” Another
statistic: 55,000 acres
of ranch land, farm
land, and native habi-
tat would be affected.
Karen delineated
proposed transmission
line routes, some of
which would be very
detrimental to endan-
gered species such as
the lesser prairie
chicken, and since the
acreage would be a

clear zone, a perfect environment
is created for invasive plants.
Members, expect this issue to be a
point of contention between
conservationists and wind energy
developers in the not distant
future.

Bradford Wilcox from the
Department of Ecosystem Science
and Management at Texas A&M
University gave the keynote
address that challenged the
assumption that replacement of
historical Edwards Plateau prairie
habitat with woody plants such as
Ashe juniper has caused streams
to go dry. Using very sophisticated
field gear to gather data, Dr.
Wilcox shows that streamflows are
not now declining.  Dr. Wilcox
proposes that the decline in
streamflow from the 1930s to the
1950s was a result of overgrazing
and, since cattle have been re-
moved for economic reasons,
streamflows have rebounded.
Instead, the woody cover is an
alternate climax community, once
heavy grazing was eliminated.

continued on page 7

Report from the Texas Plant Conservation Conference Dawn Hancock

North Central Chapter members at the Conference: Suzanne
Tuttle, Dawn Hancock, Hester Schwarzer, and Molly Hollar.
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Texas Plant Conservation Conference continued from page 6

Poster sessions were available
during the afternoon buffet. The
North Texas Native Plant Alliance,
led by Dr. Allan Nelson from
Tarleton State University, pre-
sented two posters this year.

Dawn Hancock, Suzanne
Tuttle, and Diane Parrotta from
North Central Chapter associated
with this alliance to find popula-
tions of Dalea reverchonii and to
locate invasives in our area. One
poster presented data gathered on
Reverchon’s dalea, and the second

showed activities the alliance
proposes to be involved with in the
future. The activities involve the
3 Rs of conservation of plants: rare
plants, restoration with native
plants, and recording distributions
of introduced plants in North
Texas.

Besides listening to interest-
ing lectures, attendees ate a lot of
good food provided by the confer-
ence. We tried to walk it off by
touring the gardens, which were
in full fall bloom, and by walking

the trails in the surrounding
prairie and woodlands. I could not
leave without visiting the gift shop
to buy books, especially since
conference attendees were given
a 10% discount.

Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower
Center is a wonderful and beauti-
ful place for a conference, and
since North Central Chapter is
given a couple of free admissions
to the conference for its financial
support, you should try to attend
the next one in 2012.

Conference attendees at the poster session. Left, the Reverchon’s dalea project. Right, proposed activities of the
North Texas Native Plant Alliance.

Arlington’s Southwest Nature Preserve
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Visit us on the Web
at

www.txnativeplants.org

The North Central Texas

NPSOT News
is a monthly publication of
the North Central Chapter of
the Native Plant Society of
Texas.

For changes of address
or information about
contributing to the
newsletter, please contact
the newsletter editor.

The deadline for submitting
articles for inclusion the
newsletter is the 15th of
every preceding month.

John Darling, Editor
817-274-1077
1darling@sbcglobal.net

Join the Native Plant Society of Texas!
Become a member of the Native Plant Society of Texas. Membership is open to any
individual, family, or organization. Membership is renewable annually and extends
for a year from the date we receive your original payment. If you wish to join,
please indicate your category of membership, then clip and mail this application
with the appropriate remittance to:

Native Plant Society of Texas
PO Box 3017, Fredricksburg, TX 78624

830-997-9272

_____ Student $15
_____ Senior Individual

(65+) $20
_____ Senior Couple

(one 65+) $30
_____ Individual $25

_____ Couple/Family $40
_____ Group $50
_____ Patron $100
_____ Benefactor $250
_____ Supporting $500
_____ Corporate Sponsor $1000
_____ Lifetime $1000

Name:
Address:
City, State, Zip:
County:
Phone:
Chapter Affiliation:
e-mail:

North Central Chapter

No
October
Meeting


