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Visit us at
ncnpsot.org and

txnativeplants.org

The purpose of the Native Plant
Society of Texas is to promote the
conservation, research, and
utilization of the native plants
and plant habitats of Texas
through education, outreach and
example.

Chapter Leaders
Dawn Hancock - President
dawnhancock@hotmail.com
Sandra Johnson - Vice president
sjohnson1220@hotmail.com
Gailon Hardin - Treasurer
ghardin@flash.net
Rozanna Francis - Secretary
mkrtfrancis@sbcglobal.net
Gailon Hardin - NICE! Coordinator
ghardin@flash.net
Frank Keeney - Webmaster
webmaster@txnativeplants.org
Gailon Hardin - Southwest
Subcourthouse Garden Leader
ghardin@flash.net
Evaline Woodrey - Hulen Regional
Library Garden Leader
ewoodrey@sbcglobal.net
Molly Hollar - Molly Hollar
Wildscape Garden Leader
molly@thewildscape.org

continued on page 2

December meeeting

Thursday, December 2, 7:00 pm
Orchid Room, Deborah Beggs Moncrief Garden Center, Fort
Worth Botanic Gardens

Program: Plant Swap.
     See President’s Corner for details.

Greetings, members of the North Central Chapter of the
Native Plant Society of Texas.

Wow, another year just slipped past. I have been president
of the chapter for the last two years, and it has been an
eventful, rewarding, and eye-opening experience. I have
leaned on and had support from numerous chapter members.
My hope is that the North Central Chapter has progressed
toward the mission of the Native Plant Society of Texas during
my terms as president. Our new leaders will have my support
in the upcoming year just as I had your support. Nancy Price
will be our next president; Lynn Hayes will be our incoming
vice president; Theresa Thomas our incoming secretary; and
Gailon Hardin will remain our ever-faithful treasurer.

The December meeting will be our famous (infamous?)
plant swap. Here is how it works. Each person brings a
Texas native plant (or more to account for visitors). Find out
about your plant so you can share that information with the
members. The Lady Bird Johnson site at http://www.wild-
flower.org/explore/ has all kinds of information, or you could
use the Wasowskis’ book, Native Texas Plants: Landscaping
Region by Region . All the plants are put in the middle of the
room and members choose the plant they want. Who goes
first? Well, that is determined by blind drawing of numbers.
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Possumhaw, Deciduous holly, Ilex decidua, Aquifoliaceae

Plant of the Month Josephine Keeney

Find more native plant information at  www.texasstar.org, a forum for Texas gardeners dedicated to the
cultivation and propagation of Texas native plants.

Southwest Subcourthouse on Granbury Road in Fort Worth 2nd Saturday and last Wednesday of each month
beginning at 9:00 am. Gailon Hardin in charge
 
Hulen Street Regional Library in Fort Worth 3rd Wednesday of each month beginning at 9:00 am.
Evaline Woodrey in charge
 
Molly Hollar Wildscape at Veteran’s Park in Arlington Wednesdays and the first Saturday of each month
beginning at 9:00 am (winter hours)

Tuesdays at the greenhouse in Randol Mill Park in Arlington beginning at 9:00 am

Native Plant Workdays

The President’s Corner continued from page 1

If you choose number 1, you have
first choice. Sounds pretty good,
right? You have all the plants to
choose from. Except person num-
ber 2 can take your plant from

you if they like it too.  After a
particularly desirable plant has
been swapped out twice, it is no
longer in play. So there is a
strategy for getting the plant you

really want. Since we are swap-
ping plants, there will be no raffle
in December. However, good eats
will abound. January is our
month off, so no meeting then.

This wonderful shrub or small
tree reaches 15 to 30 feet high
and is rather inconspicuous
most of the year, looking very
much like yaupon holly, which
is a relative with a big differ-
ence: possumhaw is deciduous
and yaupon is not.
     Possumhaw blooms from
March through May with little
white flowers in the leaf axils
and it can grow in full sun to
partial shade, preferring plenty of moisture.
     These plants are dioecious, meaning that they are not self fertiliz-
ing. The female plant makes the berries but it needs a male plant

somewhere in the area for pollination. The male doesn’t need to be really close because the pollen travels a
long way. When you buy this plant it is best to buy it in the fall when it is in fruit, so you can be sure to get a
female. Sometimes the nurseries get them mixed up and you could end up disappointed.

The big show starts in the fall when the berries turn bright orange red and continues in winter when the
leaves drop and the tree is ablaze with color. The fruits last until late winter when they get soft and start to
ferment. The last show begins when mockingbirds take possession of the tree and try to chase away all other
birds, but they are no match for the cedar waxwings that come by the thousands and devour all the berries in
a frenzy that lasts only a few minutes.
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Insects in the Garden Joann Karges

Insects in the Garden (and Their Plants)

In thinking about insects that one
encounters in the garden,
I decided it would be interesting
to focus on native plants and the
insects that exploit them for food
or domicile — whether or not one
would choose to have those plants
in the garden. In this season,
adding to fall beauty are the honey
locust pods, intriguing twisting
shapes of mahogany dangling from
half-barren trees. We say “locust
trees” but we really should distin-
guish between the two Texas
natives that we find in this area.
Honey locust (Gleditsia triacanthus)
is truly native here and fairly
common in distribution. It may be
pretty now but the tree is not
really people-friendly with the
clusters of fierce thorns on the

trunks of younger trees (some-
times remaining for years) and
the single stout thorns on the
branches. Leaves are pinnate.
The flowers are inconspicuous
and scentless. The fruit (those
mahogany pods) are up to 12” long
and may remain on the tree all
winter.

Only one butterfly, the silver-
spotted skipper (1), finds the
leaves of this tree suitable to host

its larvae, though it will choose
other plants in the bean family
more readily. A number of differ-
ent moths also use it in this way
even though the leaves are small
and it takes many to complete
their lifecycle. Among them: Io
moth (2), Polyphemus moth (3),
several species of underwing
moths (4), and two honey locust

continued on page 4
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Insects in the Garden continued from page 3

moths (5). Other leaf eaters are
beetles: the mottled tortoise beetle
(6), usually consuming blossoms
before the leaves, and the locust
leafminer (7). However, two
beetles that bore into this and only
this kind of tree are two honey
locust borers (8). The eggs are laid
on the bark, and the small larvae
tunnel into the tree, eating zigzag
paths until they pupate and
emerge as shiny metallic adults.

The Black Locust (Robinia
pseudoacacia) is much more
common in the rich alluvial soils
of East Texas but has been planted
in this area as an ornamental. It
is a pretty tree, its showy blossoms
pink and fragrant. Leaves like
honey locust are typical pea-
family pinnate; the seed pods,
however, are shorter (about 4”
long). The butterfly and those
generalist moths use this species
also, as does the tortoise beetle
and the leaf beetle.

If one finds these insects on
these two species of “locust” one
might also find the insects that
are prey on them — for example,
the honey locust plant bug (9) and
the black locust bug (10), which go
around consuming those leaf
mining bugs.

Examples of both of these trees
may be seen in city parks such as
the Fort Worth Nature Center, the
Fort Worth Botanic Garden, and
Oakmont Park.

Notes:
1 Epargyreus clarus
   (Lepidoptera: Hesperidae).

2 Automeris io
   (Lepidoptera: Saturnidae).

3 Antheraea polyphemus
   (Lepidoptera: Saturnidae).

4 Catocala species
   (Lepidoptera: Noctuidae).
5 Sphingicampa bisecta,
   Sphingicampa bicolor
   (Lepidoptera: Saturnidae).

6 Deloyola guttata
   (Coleoptera: Chrysomelidae).

7 Odontota dorsalis
   (Coleoptera: Chrysomelidae).

8 Agrilus difficilis
   (Coleoptera: Buprestidae) and
   Megacyllene robiniae
   (Coleoptera: Cerambycidae).

9 Blepharidopterus chlorionis
   (Hemiptera: Miridae).
10 Lopidea robiniae
   (Hemiptera: Miridae)
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Executive Board Meeting
Called to order by Dawn Hancock
at 5:45 pm.

Persons in Attendance:
Dawn Hancock, Gailon Hardin,
Sandy Balch and Rozanna Francis.
Guest: Susan White

Subjects Discussed:

Revision of Standing Rules
Copies of a draft of the Standing
Rules including the revisions
discussed at the September 2010
meeting were distributed for
further discussion.

Proposals for Use of Funds
Gailon requested $200 to begin
work on a rain garden to be lo-
cated along the “hell strip” be-
tween the curb and sidewalk.
Dawn suggested two possible
contributions to purchase native
plants: one for the landscaping
around the new BRIT building
($200), and another to the Lady
Bird Johnson Wildflower Center to
support Sustainabile Sites Initia-
tive projects ($200). These propos-
als are to be presented to the
general membership for discus-
sion and approval.

Adjourned at 6:20 p.m.

General Membership Meeting
The meeting was called to order by
Dawn Hancock at 6:30 pm. New
members and guests were recog-
nized.

Reports:
There being no corrections to the
minutes of the September 2010
meeting, the Minutes were
accepted and approved as pub-
lished in the online newsletter.

Treasurer’s Report
Gailon Hardin reported a bank
account balance of $4,516.76  as of
October 31, 2010 and submitted a

set of financial statements for
inclusion with the minutes.
Expenditures included a contribu-
tion to Bat World in the amount of
$250 and a payment of $1,794 to
participate in the home show at
Cowboys Stadium this coming
March 11-13, 2011.  The plant sale
yielded income of $1,377.00.

N.I.C.E.  Program
Gailon announced that the pro-
gram has a new participating
nursery, Stiegal Nursery in south-
east Ft. Worth. Ann Knudsen, who
made the call on the nursery, will
be its representative.

Plant Sale
Pat Lovejoy thanked all volunteers
for helping to make the fall plant
sale a success. The spring sale is
set for April 2, 2011, and anyone
interested in becoming a grower
would be welcome.

Nominating Committee Report
Dawn noted that this report should
have been presented at the Octo-
ber meeting. However, due to the
scheduling of the Spring Sympo-
sium this meeting was unable to
held.

The committee presented an
incomplete slate of proposed
officers for 2011, including Lynn
Hayes as Vice President, Theresa
Thomas as Secretary, and Gailon
Hardin as Treasurer. Dawn asked
for nominations for the office of
President from the floor. After
some discussion (cajoling, intense
public pressure), Dr. Nancy Price
agreed to be the nominee for that
office.

Ann Knudsen made a motion
to accept the slate of officers
presented by the Nominating
Committee. Her motion was
seconded and passed unani-
mously.

Unfinished Business
None.

New Business

Proposals for Use of Funds
Dawn discussed the three possible
uses of chapter funds in keeping
with our stated mission.

1. Request from Gailon for $200 to
begin work on a rain garden along
the “hell strip” between the curb
and sidewalk at the Southwest
Sub-courthouse. Molly Hollar made
a motion to approve the $200
request.
2. Request from Dawn to donate
$200 for native plants to be
included in the landscaping
around the new BRIT building.
Troy Mullens made a motion to
approve the $200 donation to BRIT.
3. Request from Dawn to donate
$200 to support Sustainable Sites
Initiative of the Lady Bird Johnson
Wildflower Center, BRIT being one
of their proposed pilot sites. Motion
made by Carolyn Kohls to approve
the $200 donation.

All three motions were sec-
onded and passed unanimously.

Announcements
Hester Scharwzer announced a
program on Saturday, November
27, on Attracting Purple Martins,
to be held at the River Legacy
Living Science Center.

Evaline Woodrey called for
members to donate empty ink
cartridges to Sunshine Meal
Worms for credit for Bat World
Sanctuary in Mineral Wells.
1-800-322-1100.

Program
The program, Collecting and
Propagating Native Seeds: An
Evolving Program at the Fort Worth
Nature Center and Refuge, was
presented by Michelle Villafranca.

The meeting was adjourned at
8:30 pm.

Minutes: Board Meeting November 4, 2010 Rozanna Francis
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The Wildflower Slope Josephine Keeney

The wildflower slope was our first
project in our attempt to work with
Texas native plants. It began in
1997 after we read an article that
was published in the Arlington
newspaper. It featured a yard that
was a certified urban wildscape
made up of native plants designed
to attract wildlife.

I was very excited about the
idea and called the homeowner to
ask if I could come see it and talk
to her about it. She was very
gracious and explained how she
had done it. I was very impressed
with her place and decided that it
would be great for us to try it, too.

 Unfortunately, at the time I
was totally ignorant about the
concept of native plants, although
I loved nature, wildflowers and
animals and had been gardening
organically since 1969. So I gath-
ered as much information as I
could from books, the Internet and
friends, but native plants were
very hard to find.

We had an area we call the
slope because of the steep incline.
It measures 10 by 80 feet and it
faces south along the side street of

our corner lot. It was covered with
Bermuda grass and framed by bare
chain link fence, presentable but
not pretty. So we chose it as the
starting point in our endeavor to
create a certified urban wildscape.

I bought some wildflower seeds

and scattered them on the close-
cut grass in the fall. Well, our first
spring was not spectacular, but I
kept checking the nurseries and
searching through empty lots for
wild plants and, little by little, we
built a nice collection of plants.
Some of them just volunteered on
the slope when we stopped mowing
and let the plants come up.
Frostweed, ironweed, goldenrod
and primrose are some volunteers
that come to mind.

Collecting and growing native
plants has become a passion for us.
We love the idea of plant conserva-
tion and showing others that a
native plant garden can be just as

beautiful as any filled with
exotics. The slope serves as a great
educational tool for the neighbor-
hood as people stop by to ask, “What
are those beautiful flowers?” and to
say, “Thank you, we enjoy them
every time we drive by.” 

Purple aster, heath aster and
autumn sage light up the slope in fall.

An array of frostweed and obedient
plant in late summer.

Coneflowers in mid-spring. Western ironweed (purple) in early
summer.

A closer look at the showy asters in
fall.

Crossvine is amazing in early spring.The slope in winter.
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Visit us on the Web
at

www.txnativeplants.org

The North Central Texas

NPSOT News
is a monthly publication of
the North Central Chapter of
the Native Plant Society of
Texas.

For changes of address
or information about
contributing to the
newsletter, please contact
the newsletter editor.

The deadline for submitting
articles for inclusion the
newsletter is the 15th of
every preceding month.

John Darling, Editor
817-274-1077
1darling@sbcglobal.net

Join the Native Plant Society of Texas!
Become a member of the Native Plant Society of Texas. Membership is open to any
individual, family, or organization. Membership is renewable annually and extends
for a year from the date we receive your original payment. If you wish to join,
please indicate your category of membership, then clip and mail this application
with the appropriate remittance to:

Native Plant Society of Texas
PO Box 3017, Fredricksburg, TX 78624

830-997-9272

_____ Student $15
_____ Senior Individual

(65+) $20
_____ Senior Couple

(one 65+) $30
_____ Individual $25

_____ Couple/Family $40
_____ Group $50
_____ Patron $100
_____ Benefactor $250
_____ Supporting $500
_____ Corporate Sponsor $1000
_____ Lifetime $1000

Name:
Address:
City, State, Zip:
County:
Phone:
Chapter Affiliation:
e-mail:

North Central Chapter

Next Meeting
Thursday, December 2

7:00 pm
Fort Worth

Botanic Gardens

Plant Swap


