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Visit us at
ncnpsot.org and

txnativeplants.org

Chapter Leaders
Nancy Price - President
nprice@uta.edu
Starr Krottinger - Vice President
(Programs)
Gailon Hardin - Treasurer
ghardin@flash.net
Theresa Thomas - Secretary
Tracy Bryant - NICE! Coordinator
Frank Keeney - Communications
webmaster@txnativeplants.org
Gailon Hardin - Southwest
Subcourthouse Garden Leader
Theresa Thomas - Hulen Regional
Library Garden Leader
Patty Maness - Hospitality & Field
Trips
Dawn Hancock - Parliamentarian
Molly Hollar - Molly Hollar
Wildscape Garden Leader
molly@thewildscape.org

The purpose of the Native Plant
Society of Texas is to promote the
conservation, research, and
utilization of the native plants
and plant habitats of Texas
through education, outreach and
example.

October meeeting
Thursday, October 4, 7:00 pm
Orchid Room, Deborah Beggs Moncrief Garden Center,
Fort Worth Botanic Gardens

Program: Annual Plant Swap. See Page 3 for details.

I wanted to say a word about the NICE! fall blooming perennial:
the Maximilian Sunflower, named for a German prince and
naturalist who explored the American West in the 1830s. 
Each flower is 1 to 3 inches with 15 to 19 ray flowers. Bloom-
ing during September and October, it attracts beneficial
insects and migrating butterflies such as monarchs and
produces abundant seeds that feed many species of birds.

Our thanks go to Tracy Bryant for coordinating the repre-
sentatives and providing such fabulous flyers for our NICE!
nurseries. Let us know if you would interested in being one of
these representatives; Keller is open.

As part of Native Plant Week, October 20 from 10:00 until
1:00 there will be a tour of demonstration gardens of native
plants in our area:  the Hulen Library, the Molly Hollar
Wildscape, and the Southwest Sub-Courthouse. Let Theresa
Thomas, Josephine Keeney, or Gailon Hardin know if you can
participate.

Don’t forget to put the word out for the Native Plant Sale on
October 13 in the Botanic Gardens sale. It’s raining as I write
this, and I can’t wait to see what pops out — like my Turk’s
cap, frostweed, fall obedient plant, and kidneywood (once you
smell it, you will want some).

See you at the plant sale!
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Plant of the Month Josephine Keeney

Find more native plant information at  www.texasstar.org, a forum for Texas gardeners dedicated to the cultivation
and propagation of Texas native plants.

13

Southwest Subcourthouse on Granbury Road in Fort Worth 2nd Saturday and last Wednesday of each
month beginning at 9:00 am. Gailon Hardin in charge
 

Hulen Street Regional Library in Fort Worth 3rd Wednesday of each month beginning at 9:00 am.
Evaline Woodrey in charge
 
Molly Hollar Wildscape at Veterans Park in Arlington Wednesdays and the first Saturday of each month
beginning at 9:00 am (winter hours)

Tuesdays at the greenhouse in Randol Mill Park in Arlington beginning at 9:00 am

Native Plant Workdays

Flame acanthus, Anisacanthus quadrifidus, Acanthaceae

If you are looking for a beautiful plant that
can take the Texas heat and survive with
very little water and care, this is the plant
for you. I have never seen it bothered by
insects or disease in the fifteen years that I
have been growing native plants. That really
means a lot, and it is something that can
hardly be said about other hardy plants.

This shrub is deciduous and has light
colored brittle wood. It is cold-hardy in the
DFW area and likes to wait for the weather
to warm up before putting on new growth in
the spring. The new stems are square and
the leaves are small and light green, grow-
ing opposite to each other with no serration
on the edges. The bloom period is from June
to frost in this area of North Central Texas.

Flame acanthus can be pruned or
sheared to suit your desired size or shape, it
bounces back quickly and rewards you with
many bright tubular orange-red blooms that
attract attention from far away. But if all these virtues weren’t enough, the bright flowers attract all the
hummers and butterflies in the neighborhood, making it a delight to watch.
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Mini Garden Tour: Native Plants at Arlington City Hall

The October meeting will be our famous (infamous?) plant swap. Here is how it works: Each person
brings a Texas native plant (or more to account for visitors). Find out about your plant so you can
share that information with the members. The Lady Bird Johnson site at http://www.wild-flower.org/
explore/ has all kinds of information, or you could use the Wasowskis’ book, Native Texas Plants:
Landscaping Region by Region. All the plants are put in the middle of the room and members choose
the plant they want. Who goes first? Well, that is determined by blind drawing of numbers. If you
choose number 1, you have first choice. Sounds pretty good, right? You have all the plants to choose
from. Except person number 2 can take your plant from you if they like it, too. After a plant has been
swapped out twice, it is no longer in play. So there is a strategy for getting the plant you really want.

The Annual Plant Swap Dawn Hancock

This Rosa Finsley landscape is
about two years old and has
weathered two tough summers.
Despite a few bare spots, it has
filled in nicely, especially in the
sunny areas.
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Visit us on the Web
at

www.txnativeplants.org

The North Central Texas

NPSOT News
is a monthly publication of
the North Central Chapter of
the Native Plant Society of
Texas.

For changes of address
or information about
contributing to the
newsletter, please contact
the newsletter editor.

The deadline for submitting
articles for inclusion in the
newsletter is the 15th of
every preceding month.

John Darling, Editor
817-274-1077
1darling@sbcglobal.net

Join the Native Plant Society of Texas!
Become a member of the Native Plant Society of Texas. Membership is open to any
individual, family, or organization. Membership is renewable annually and extends
for a year from the date we receive your original payment. If you wish to join,
please indicate your category of membership, then clip and mail this application
with the appropriate remittance to:

Native Plant Society of Texas
PO Box 3017, Fredricksburg, TX 78624

830-997-9272

_____ Student $15
_____ Senior Individual

(65+) $20
_____ Senior Couple

(one 65+) $30
_____ Individual $25

_____ Couple/Family $40
_____ Group $50
_____ Patron $100
_____ Benefactor $250
_____ Supporting $500
_____ Corporate Sponsor $1000
_____ Lifetime $1000

Name:
Address:
City, State, Zip:
County:
Phone:
Chapter Affiliation:
e-mail:

North Central Chapter

Next Meeting
Thursday, October 4

7:00 pm
Fort Worth

Botanic Gardens

Annual Plant Swap

See page 3


