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News Flash
******************** 

Bring your Michael Eason
Texas Wildflowers Guide to the 

meeting to be autographed,
(or buy one at the meeting).

mailto:president@txnativeplants.org
mailto:media@txnativeplants.org
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The President’s Corner - June 2019   -  by Karen Harden

One person’s weed is  another 
person’s wildflower. 

Susan Wittig Albert

What a busy month it has been.  In late April, 
we traveled to Alpine for the State Board meet-
ing.    Eight chapters were represented, which, I 
thought, was a pretty good turn-out considering 
the distance.  The wildflowers along the back-
roads were just gorgeous.  I wish there had been 
time to stop to take pictures.  Maybe another day.  
Along the way we stopped at a native plant nurs-
ery in Mertzon.  Turns out the gentleman who 
owns the nursery was at one time a member of 
the Native Plant Society.  I believe Kim Conrow 
tried to persuade him to rejoin our great organi-
zation.  While there, I couldn’t help myself and 
had to buy a Desert Willow.  Actually, this was 
kind of a pay back to my husband since he kept 
repeatedly mowing over one I already had.  In his 
defense, it was small and his mower is big.  I think 
he will be able to see our new tree.  

While in Alpine, many board members traveled 
to Fort Davis to tour the Chihuahuan Desert Na-
ture Center.  Our tour was led by Michael Eason, 
who, by the way, happens to be our guest speaker 
for our June meeting!  Michael is a published au-
thor of Wildflowers of Texas.  I have his book, and 
it is a great field guide to carry and keep in your 
car.  Copies of his book will be available for pur-
chase at the meeting.  Michael is also the State VP 
Chapter Liaison and is from the Big Bend Chap-
ter.  Be sure not to miss your June meeting!  

After our stay in Alpine, we headed to Terlingua 
and Big Bend with Kim, Ray, and Corinna.  While 
there we hiked a couple of trails, took in the 
 Terlingua Cemetery at dusk, drove out to Santa 
Elena Canyon, visited Mr. Cool Stone (ask Kim), 
and just had a really good time.  If you ever get an 
opportunity to go to Big Bend, take it!   Although 
we missed the bluebonnets, there were plenty of 
desert plants still in bloom.  The Blackfoot Dai-
sies were magnificent, and have you ever smelled 
a Chocolate Daisy? Oh, my! I could stand in a 
patch of these all day and be blissfully intoxicated.  
Yes, they do smell like chocolate!

During the months of April and May, we had 
a few activities planned.  There was a field trip 
to Oliver Park on April 27. The Chisholm Trail 
Community Park event was held on April 28.  
Our plant sale was on May 4.  We had another 
field trip to the Stella Rowan Prairie on May 11.  
As of this writing, a native prairie plant rescue is 
scheduled for May 17-19, a field trip is planned 
to visit our demo gardens on May 19 and to end 
the spring fling, a field trip is scheduled on May 
25 to the Fort Worth Botanic Gardens Native 
Area. Yes, indeed, it was a busy month!  I hope 
you were able to partake in one or more of these 
activities.  

After our June meeting, we will not meet again 
until August.  Our program for August will be 
“Native Gardens of Our Members”.  If you would 
like to share pictures of your native plants, please 
contact Ray Conrow.  He needs one or two more 
members to come forward.  Your native gardens 
can be wildscaped, landscaped, or a pocket prai-
rie.  Will you share?

Summer is around the corner, but gardens 
still need to be tended.  Please consider vol-
unteering at one of our demo gardens.  Gar-
dening schedules can be found on our website  
www.txnativeplants.org under the “About” tab.  
Click on “Calendar 2019” and the schedule is at 
the bottom of the page.  Happy gardening!

“Let us dance in the sun, wearing wildflowers in 
our hair” – Susan Polis Schutz

Photos on Page 4

http://www.txnativeplants.org
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The President’s Corner - June 2019   -  by Karen Harden
Continued from Page 3

More Photos on Page 5
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The President’s Corner - May 2019   -  by Karen Harden
Continued from Page 4
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Riding along in the car, you spot a bunch of white lily-
like flowers in a yard, vacant lot, or field. Because you 
don’t have time to stop, you glance at them and won-
der whether they are rain lilies or crow poison or wild 
onions. I have done this quite often so I know that 
others must also. Unfortunately, there is no perfect 
way to tell them apart unless you get close enough to 
distinguish their characteristics, but there is a way to 
narrow down the choices.

All 3 show up after a rain in abundance. 
Crow poison is more prevalent in the spring, 
one of the earliest, but sometimes appears in 
the fall. Rain lilies are most frequent in the 
summer and fall (June-October), although 
some may bloom in the spring (April-May). 
Wild onions bloom from March to May. 
The bloom time doesn’t help much.

All are basically the same color, white. The 
wild onions may have a pale pinkish cast. 
The rain lily is the truest white although 
older flowers may have a pink-tinge on the 
outer surface. The crow poison (false garlic) 
is more of a cream with a yellowish cast due 
to the heavy yellow stamens. Close exam-
ination shows narrow prominent stripes of 
green, red, or purple on the outer surface of 
the petals. The colors help a little bit more 
with identification.

The growth patterns provide more information. The 
rain lily flowers are solitary at the top of a leafless 
stalk. Both crow poison flowers and wild onion flow-
ers form a cluster on a leafless stalk.

Crow poison flowers open late in the morning (not 
early) and close up on cold or cloudy days. Rain lilies 
open in the evening and last up to 4 days before turn-
ing pinkish and withering.

Continued on Page 7

Crow Poison   -  by Martha Mullens

Which One Is it?
Crow Poison (False Garlic), Wild Onion or Rain Lily 

Nothoscordum bivalve,  Allium drummondii or canadense, Cooperia sp. or Zephyranthes sp.

Let’s put these facts together. If it is spring, you look 
at the color and the growth pattern. The most preva-
lent that I have found in the early spring are the crow 
poison (cream-colored to yellowish) and wild onions 
(more pinkish). Both form clusters so notice the col-
or and whether the blooms are open or closed (crow 
poison) on a cloudy day and time of day (crow poison 
late morning). Wild onions are rare in the autumn. In 
the fall, rain lilies and crow poison are more common. 

Rain lilies are solitary and crow poison forms clusters 
of flowers. 

I hope these tips have helped. They have helped me, 
but I still often need to take a closer look.

Now let’s look at some fun facts. The false garlic (crow 
poison) lacks the onion or garlic odor or taste. Unlike 
wild onion or wild garlic, the bulb reportedly is poi-
sonous. I cannot seem to find the degree of its toxicity 
so don’t eat it.

Crow poison
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Continued from Page 6
Crow poison   -  by Martha Mullens

Wild onion has a mild taste and can be eaten 
raw or used as a flavoring. Wild onions can 
be simmered into a syrup used to treat colds, 
croup, and pneumonia. Some Native tribes 
applied the crushed plant to the stings of bees 
and wasps for rapid pain relief. I haven’t tried 
this. At least there is no danger of the bugs re-
turning because of the odor. The Menomini 
of the Great Lakes region thought wild on-
ions smelled bad and gave the name shika’ko 
or skunk place to the locale where they grew 
abundantly. That site is now Chicago. I had to 
laugh at this.

As far as I have been able to discern, rain lilies 
are not edible by humans, but one common 
name is strange, spring onion, since they main-
ly bloom in the fall and probably shouldn’t be 
eaten. Common names are interesting. There 
are 5 closely- related species (Cooperia sp.) in 
Texas. Deer and antelope forage on the leaves 
and both game and songbirds eat the seeds. 
Don’t sample these yourself. There are many 
plants birds can eat that humans can’t.

Sources:
Ajilvsgi, Geyata, Wildflowers of Texas, 
   Shearer Pub., Fredericksburg, TX, 2003
Curry, Mary, North Central Texas Wildflowers,         
   self-published, Decatur, TX, 2015
Eason, Michael, Wildflowers of Texas, Timber                
   Press, Portland, OR, 2018
Linex Ricky, Range Plants of North Central      
   Texas, NRCS, Weatherford, TX, 2014
Shinner & Mahler’s Flora of North Central   
   Texas, BRIT & Austin College, TX 1999

Rain lily

Onion
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Prairie Parsley, Polytaenia nuttallii 
Apiaceae (Carrot Family)

More Photographs on Page 9

Prairie Parsley — Flower of the Month for June
Story & Photographs by Josephine Keeney

This is a very worthwhile plant 
to cultivate for the beauty and 
usefulness that it offers.  
                    J. K.

Prairie Parsley is a lovely plant and one of the few 
 Texas Native Plants that is a larval host for the  Eastern 
Black Swallowtail.

This plant is a biennial and the seeds benefit from 
planting in the fall. 
It germinates in late winter to early spring and likes 
sun to semi-shade not being particular about soil 
type. It makes a rosette in the spring, and the leaves 
are lush and beautiful.

In April or May it sends up a big stem with many 
side branches which develop into many lovely yellow 
flowers that offer nectar to butterflies and many pol-
linators.
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Continued from Page 8

Prairie Parsley — Flower of the Month for June
Photographs by Josephine Keeney

Wild plant

Cultivated plant
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BRIT  Registration Required. 
Sat., June 1  10 AM-12 PM Botanical Hand Lettering ($40 members/$45 non-members)
Sat., June 1   10 AM-12 PM   Botanical Arts & Crafts ($30 members/ $35 NM) 
Sat., June 1   10 AM-3 PM     About Horticulture & Gardening ($75 members,     
     $85 non-members) held at FWBG
Sat., June 15   1-3 PM   Propagation of Ferns ($20 members/$25 nonmembers) 
     held at FWBG

Fort Worth Nature Center & Refuge   fwnaturecenter.org.
$5 Fee Non-members, Members Free: 
Weekends:  10 AM-Noon     Nature Hikes   June 1, 2, 8, 9, 15, 16, 22, 23, 29, 30
Wednesdays:  10 AM-Noon     Walk with Naturalist  June 5, 12, 19, 26 
Sat.,  June 1  1:30-3 PM  Small Grazers of the Prairie
Sat.,  June 8  1:30-3 PM  Insectigators
Sun.,  June 9  1:30-2:30 PM Leave No Trace
Sat.,  June 15 1:3-3:30 PM          Off the Beaten Path   
Sat.,  June 22 1:30-2:30 PM Native Bees
Sun.,  June 23 1:30-2:30 PM Wonderful Worms
Sat.,  June 29  1:30 -3 PM  Spiders & Webs   
Sun.,  June 30 1:30-2:20 PM Basking Turtles of the Trinity River

Native Prairies Association of Texas Fort Worth Chapter
 Northwest Campus TCC, Fort Worth  Room WACB 1123
No June meeting.  June 2-5 North American Prairie Conference Houston

Tarrant County Master Gardener Association
Thurs., June 6 10 AM  Monthly Meeting

Southwest Nature Preserve 
 5201 Bowman Springs Rd, Arlington
Program TBA             Geocaching for fun anytime.

North Central Chapter of Native Plant Society of Texas 
General Meeting  June 6   Wildflowers of Texas by Michael Eason
Board Meeting on June 25  6:30 PM FWBG
Fall Field Trips to be announced.

Volunteer Opportunities Cont. on Page 11

June 2019 Activities   -  by Martha Mullens

http://fwnaturecenter.org
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Volunteer* at our Demonstration Gardens

Fielder House Butterfly Garden   1616 W Abram St, Arlington 
Leaders: Josephine Keeney, Jane Osterhuis, Charlie Amos      
 2nd &  4th Mondays 9-12  June 10, 24

Molly Hollar Wildscape Veterans Park, Arlington
 Leader: Ann Knudsen  (Josephine Keeney)
1st Sat:    June 1  Every Wed.:   June 5,12,19,26   9 AM-noon 

Knapp Heritage Park Pollinator Garden  201 West Front Street, Arlington
First Monday: June 3   9 AM-noon  (contact Josephine Keeney)

River Legacy Park  701 NW Green Oaks Blvd., Arlington Volunteer Manager: Sherrie Ripple
3rd Monday: June17   9 AM-noon  (contact Josephine Keeney)
Opportunities on website: riverlegacy.org  or call 817-860-6752 ext. 109 
or kab@arlngtontx.gov  817-459-5474

OS Gray Natural Area
2nd Saturday: June 8    9 AM-noon    (contact Josephine Keeney)
   
Native Plant Gardens at SW Regional Library at Hulen  8 AM-noon,  4001Library Ln, Fort Worth   
Leaders: Theresa Thomas, Char McMorrow
2nd & 4th Thursdays: June 6, 20

SW Tarrant Co. Sub Courthouse*     8:00AM-12:00 PM 6551 Granbury Rd, Fort Worth 
Leaders: Gailon Hardin, Dawn Hancock    2nd Sat.:  June 18  last Wed.: June 26
 * Workdays were missed due to weather so weeding will be every Wed. and Sat. at 9 AM    
    until it warms up, then 8 AM.

Volunteer at the Fort Worth Nature Center & Refuge
 9601 Fossil Ridge Rd, Fort Worth 76135
Volunteer Coordinator: Laura Veloz  fwnc.org  817-392-7410
Volunteer Positions: Docent, Outdoor Conservationist (Natural Guard). Restoration Greenhouse,
Visitor Center Host, Special Events, Animal Care

Volunteer at White Settlement Monarch Waystation
Leaders: Sandy Fountain, Merita Knapp      3rd Sat.  June 15

Volunteer for Native Prairies Association
fortworthnpat.wordpress.com

Continued from Page 10
June 2019 Volunteer* Opportunities   -  by Martha Mullens

Volunteer Needs Cont. on Page 12

http://riverlegacy.org
mailto:kab@arlngtontx.gov
http://fwnc.org
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Continued from Page 11
May 2019 Volunteer* Opportunities   -  by Martha Mullens

Volunteer at BRIT 
 1700 University Dr, Fort Worth 76107
Director of Volunteers: jdonovan@brit.org
Herbarium trehman@brit.org
Education kwhitlock@brit.org
Library LVenhaus@brit.org

Maintain native plants, invasive plant control, maintain healthy habitats:
Pollinator Pathways   Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays   9 AM-noon
South Woods   Tuesdays      9 AM-noon
Tinsley Rock Springs Fridays      9:30 AM-noon  

* Note: Master Naturalists and Master Gardeners can get volunteer hours for work performed.

Membership by Donna Honkomp 

Membership will be selling the Wildflowers of 
Texas field guide by Micheal Eason at the June 
6th General Meeting for $25.00.  We will accept 
checks made payable to NCC-NPSOT, cred-
it card, or cash (must have exact change) prior 
to the meeting.  Plan to arrive early to purchase 
your book for signing and as a  reference for our 
 speaker Michael Eason.

Membership has added a Comments, Sugges-
tions, and Question Box at our table.  Please 
feel free to submit your inquiry.  For a personal 
 response, add your contact information, and we 
will reply back to you.  Any other information 
will be provided in our upcoming newsletter.

Continue to help us spread the word about Native 
Plants and invite your friends, coworkers & fam-
ily members to join the North Central Chapter 
- NPSOT.   To join go to www.txnativeplants.org, 
then click on “About”, and then click on “How to 
Join”.

We are looking for the next Membership Coordi-
nator for the North Central Chapter-NPSOT.
If you are interested, please send your contact 
information to membership@txnativeplants.org 
and we will reply back to you.

The current North Central Chapter member-
ship is 229 members.

 Plant Sale memberships

Thank you Gailon and Josephine for organizing 
another great Spring Plant Sale 2019. We sold six 
new memberships, sold three books & had one 
new member from previous months back pick up 
her book. I will be mailing the new memberships 
to the state office.

mailto:jdonovan@brit.org
mailto:trehman@brit.org
mailto:kwhitlock@brit.org
mailto:LVenhaus@brit.org
http://www.txnativeplants.org
mailto:membership@txnativeplants.org
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President Karen Harden called the meeting to 
order at 6:34 PM.  She said to see Vanessa about 
door prize tickets that are for a donation of $1 
apiece or six for $5. There is a blue board with 
flyers for the plant sale and the state NPSOT mag-
azine and other information at the back of the 
room.

Secretary Debbie Stilson:  No changes to the 
minutes from April. They stand approved.

Treasurer Vanessa Wojtas shared the 2019 Year 
to Date:  Income $3,481, Expenses: $3,561 and 
Net Profit:  -$80. The bank balance on May 2, 
2019 is $11,455.91.

Vice President Ray Conrow said that the speaker 
for June would be Michael Eason: botanist, land-
scape consultant and author. His books will be 
available at that meeting if you would like for him 
to sign a copy. There is no meeting in July.  August 
will be the member’s gardens showcase.

Plant Sale:  Josephine Keeney said the plant sale 
is this Saturday from 10 am to 2 pm. If you are 
bringing plants, please be there at 7 am. Volun-
teers get to shop first. There labels for the plants 
at the table in the back. If it rains and is flooded, 
they would hold the spot for us for Sunday.

Membership: Donna Honkomp welcomed the 
guests and said don’t forget to turn in your name 
badges.

Field Trip:  Eric Johnson said an email would 
be sent out about where exactly at 10 am to meet 
at the Stella Rowan Prairie on Saturday May 11. 
Laura Penn is scheduled to lead the tour.

Hospitality: Corinna Benson thanked Gordon 
Scruggs, Otto Witt, Dawn Hancock and anyone 
else who brought snacks. There is still one spot 
left open in February. 

There are two chairs open: Events and NICE. 
Please see Karen Harden if you would like to 
 volunteer. 

Parliamentarian Martha Mullens, and her 
 committee, are revising the standing rules and 
 bylaws. The Board has already approved some of 
it. By the end of the summer, it should be ready 
for the membership to approve.

President Karen Harden has emailed our mem-
bership the Trinity Forks invitation to their 
Thursday May 23 at 6:30 p. m. meeting in Room 
251 of Ann Stuart Science Complex at TWU in 
Denton about Yard Art Smarts.

Ann Knudsen said there will be no first Saturday 
workday at Molly Hollar. They will be at the plant 
sale.

Meeting adjourned at 6:44 pm

Minutes of the Regular Meeting
Native Plant Society – North Central Chapter 

May 2, 2019
Fort Worth Botanical Garden, Deborah Biggs-Moncrief Center: Redbud Hall

General Meeting Minutes  -  by Debbie Stilson

Bee enjoying Mistflower by Candy Halliburton
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Oliver Nature Park, Mansfield, TX, Field Trip by Eric Johnson

Field Trip to Oliver Nature Park, located in Mansfield, TX, on April 27, 2019.  

 The park is at 1650 Matlock Road, and has been in operation for 5 years.  There are 80 acres, with a pond, 
and also Walnut Creek passing through.  More than 800 flowering plants, grasses, and trees have been found and 
identified at this site.  We walked though both open prairie and post oak forest.  

    Suzette Rogers, who lives nearby, and has extensive botanical knowledge of this park, led us through 
the area.  Also present were Tok Sun Choe, Debbie Stilson, Vicki Brady, and Eric Johnson.  We saw a long list of 
plants: roughleaf dogwood, Eastern redbud, cedar elm, green dragon, poverty weed/Roosevelt weed, tall spider-
wort, Texas bluegrass, bumilia/chittamwood, Virginia creeper, post oak, pink spiderwort, Texas vervain, wood 
sorrel, Texas toadflax,  Rumex, with hastate leaf, Texas paintbrush/Indian paintbrush, cutleaf evening primrose, 
Fraser onion, bull nettle, Engleman daisy, Texas prairie parsley, peppergrass, Spach’s primrose, Glen Rose yucca, 
greenthread, greenbriar/smilax, Shumard oak, coralberry shrub, Cherokee sedge, elbowbush, winecup, yarrow, 
venus lookinglass,  daisy fleabane, Eastern red cedar, bushy bluestem grass, nodding beardstongue penstemon, 
and blackjack oak. Other sightings included dragonflies, damselflies, a pipevine swallowtail butterfly, and several 
cardinals.  We only toured about half the park in the 90 minutes we were out on the trail.

    The park was so large and offered so much to explore that we are considering a fall visit.

Emergency Weeding  by Gailon Hardin

I put out a call to Tarrant County Master Gardeners to help with emergency weeding and THEY CAME!
Frankie Dawson, Nancy Taylor, Wendy Kennedy, Darla Lyon, Kim Corbow, Ellen Dale, Sharon Neben, Kelley 
Adams, Elizabeth Staples, Keith Olmstead, Bobby Grubbs,  Janet Shull.

Also answering the call were Native Plant Members:  Eric Johnson, Dawn Hancock (with a handful of weeds), 
Theresa Thomas, Char McMorrow, Otto Witt, Jim Prentice, Sheila Franklin, Leland Thomas.



 June 2019 NPSOT News  North Central Texas Chapter   Page  15

Plant of the Season, Sponsored by the North Central Chapter, Native Plant Society of Texas 
NICE Plant Partners (Natives Improve and Conserve Environments) – Summer 2019

Purple Coneflower, Echinacea purpurea: 
Part-shade to sun perennial 

Description: Purple Coneflower is an herbaceous perennial 
in the sunflower family. It grows about 1-2 feet wide and 2-4 
feet tall in bloom. Its dark green, hairy-rough, alternate or 
opposite leaves are up to 6” long and 3” wide, and are 
smaller at the top of the stems. Purple Coneflower is 
drought, heat and poor soil tolerant. Purple Coneflower’s 
common and genus names reflect its flower characteristics. 
Echinacea comes from the Greek echinos, meaning spiny or 
prickly, while purpurea refers to the petal color of wild 
Purple Coneflower. Coneflower describes the flower’s center 
shape. 

Flowers and Seeds: Purple Coneflower blooms in late May and 
intermittently through the end of summer in North Texas. Its 
daisy-like flowers are held high on top of its stems. The showy 
flowers span 2.5-5 inches across. Each flower has 10-20 pink to 
lavender ray florets surrounding a central yellowish- to 
reddish-brown cone of numerous disk florets. The cone may be flattened and is prickly. The ray petals lean 
downward with age. Numerous cultivars of Purple Coneflower are now available in nurseries, in different 
heights, petal colors ranging from white to deep orange to deep red and with different colored flower cones.

Planting sites: Purple Coneflower thrives in part shade to sun and a range of soil types.  

Watering Instructions: During long dry spells, Purple Coneflower may appreciate supplemental water if planted 
in full sun. Like many other native Texas plants, it needs good drainage.  

Comments: Purple Coneflower is great in border, meadow, prairie, cutting and native plant gardens, as well as 
woodland gardens in part-sun. The plants will grow in size each year and may be divided every 4-5 years by 
digging up the clump, lifting it out of the ground and breaking it apart by hand. This is important for propagating 
the cultivars, because they will not breed true from seed. Purple Coneflower may also be propagated by cuttings 

and will self-seed, if the spent flowers are not removed. Purple Coneflower attracts butterflies 
as well as native bees and its seed in the dried flowerheads feeds fall and winter birds. The cut 
flowers are long-lasting in bouquets. Various parts of Purple Coneflower are used as herbal 
medicine, but please don’t count on NICE for medical advice! Consider using Purple 
Coneflower instead of exotic Gerbera Daisy (Gerbera jamesonii) or African Daisies 
(Osteospermum) species. Companion plants for Purple Coneflower include Mealy Blue Sage 
(Salvia farinacea), Black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta) and Little Bluestem (Schizachyrium 
scoparium). 

Look for NICE Plant of the Season signs and information sheets on your next visit to a participating 
North Texas nursery. Thank you for using native plants in your landscapes. 

www.media.txnativeplants.org                Written by Becca Dickstein

North Central Chapter, Native Plant Society of Texas Meetings on the 1st Thursdays Feb thru Jun, Aug 
thru Dec @ Ft. Worth Botanic Gardens, Deborah Beggs Moncrief Garden Center, Redbud Room, 6:30 
p.m.                                                                       

Photo courtesy of Marilyn Blanton

NICE! Plant of the Season 
Reported by Rozanna Francis 

txnativeplants.org

http://txnativeplants.org


 June 2019 NPSOT News  North Central Texas Chapter   Page  16

Answer to Last Month’s Puzzle and A New Puzzle 
by Troy Mullens © 2019 

Answer to Last 
Months Puzzle

Blue curls
Phacelia congesta

New Puzzle

Which milkweed is 
this?

Hint: Look at the big 
fat leaf.

Mystery photo © 2019 Jimmy Mullens
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Texas? Columbine  -  by Erik Choffel

I bought a plant from a local nursery a few seasons ago 
with the name “Columbine” on it, so I figured it was a 
Texas Columbine. Not so! The yellow ones below are 
true Texas Columbines. The one I bought came up 
with white blades and lavender sepals (see diagram 
below). I was surprised, but delighted, as I think the 
color is more striking than the species I thought I was 
purchasing.

Unrestricted use of 2 A.c.hinkleyana photos by Joseph 
Marcus, Austin, TX From LBJohnson Wildlife center 
database

 
 

The one we heard about in the Master Gardener class-
es is the Aquilegia chrysantha var. hinckleyana, which 
as the name states, is a variety of the chrysantha. 

In the wild, the Hinckley Columbine is found only at 
Capote Falls in the Sierra Vieja Mountains of Presidio 
County, Texas.1 

But did you know that columbines range in color, 
depending on species, the elevation, the temperature 
and the available pollinators? According to the USDA 
Forest Service, columbines crossed to North Ameri-
ca from Asia via the Bering land bridge1a (off Alaska) 
during the Pleistocene age (10,000-40,000 years ago). 
All columbines are in the Ranunculaceae (buttercup) 
family. 

The brevistyla variety are blue or lavender, are na-
tives to Alaska and Western Canada, and usually have 
much longer spurs on the back of the flower, than do 
the hinckleys. 
Aquilegia coerulea is the southern-most (north-
ern New Mexico) columbine, which is dark blue. 
It’s found at cold, high elevations. It’s also called the 
Rocky Mountain Columbine, and is Colorado’s state 
flower. 

There are red species too: Aquilegia formosa found in 
the Pacific Northwest down as far East as Northern 
Utah.2 Red columbines generally have higher sugar 
content in their nectar, so hummingbirds and bum-
blebees are their pollinators. And remarkably (to me, 
anyway), hummingbird species and columbine spe-
cies “match” their long tongue with long spurs.

Aquilegia longissima is yellow and has the longest 
spurs of any species of columbine, about 150 mm long. 
The 100 or so different species in Europe, Asia and 
North America freely reseed, so when the original 
parent plant dies after 3 or 4 seasons, there are still 
plenty more, though they may have variations in color 
and shape.3 According to Wildflower.org (Lady Bird 
Johnson Wildflower Research Center) “Aquilegia 
species tend to hybridize when grown with other Aq-
uilegia  species. To keep this variety pure and true 
to flower color, keep other Aquilegia species far apart 
to avoid cross pollination.”

Continued on Page 19

http://Wildflower.org
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Texas? Columbine  -  by Erik Choffel

So what do you think? Did I actually get a Rocky 
Mountain Columbine that blooms wonderfully in my 
Texas shade garden? Or did I get a “Texas Columbine” 
which was hybridized in the nursery by a lovely hum-
mingbird, hawk moth, Columbine Duskywing skip-
per or bumblebee? 
                            

photo by author. Columbine bought in TX.

1  https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.
php?id_plant=AQCHH
1a    Bering Land Bridge: https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Bering_Land_Bridge_National_Preserve
2  https://www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/beauty/col-
umbines/naturalhistory.shtml
3 https://www.uaex.edu/yard-garden/re-
source-library/plant-week/columbine-5-30-08.aspx

Photo by: Loughmiller, Campbell and Lynn, AK
www.wildflower.org/gallery/result.php?id_im-
age=9240
Aquilegia brevistyla Hook.

Smallflower Columbine

 www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/beauty/columbines/flow-
er.shtml

Continued from Page 18

https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=AQCHH
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=AQCHH
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bering_Land_Bridge_National_Preserve
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bering_Land_Bridge_National_Preserve
https://www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/beauty/columbines/naturalhistory.shtml
https://www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/beauty/columbines/naturalhistory.shtml
https://www.uaex.edu/yard-garden/resource-library/plant-week/columbine-5-30-08.aspx
https://www.uaex.edu/yard-garden/resource-library/plant-week/columbine-5-30-08.aspx
http://www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/beauty/columbines/flower.shtml
http://www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/beauty/columbines/flower.shtml
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Will You Speak for the Prairie? -  by Jo Ann Collins

A prairie that I love is about to be plowed to build 
a school. 
I tried to accept the inevitable and hoped a piece 
could be saved for a monarch way station. A let-
ter to the Fort Worth ISD school board from the 
Native Prairies Association of Texas, Fort Worth 
Chapter,  was followed by several emails and a 
meeting with the school building team.
All of them were understanding and even appre-
ciative of our efforts. The landscape architect dis-
cussed using native grasses and plants and even 
suggested offering a corner of the lot that could 
be a prairie! I was so excited until I realized the 
area they proposed is covered with four-foot high 
tick-weed. It wasn’t the vibrant prairie that covers 
most of the land! 

So a plant rescue is underway. Calls and visits to 
the school were made, all in the hopes of finding 
people at the school who would come save plants, 
who wanted to do this for the new school. Maybe 
it will happen. We've had a good turnout of peo-
ple coming to save plants, some are even saving 
plants for the school.

Because we wrote that letter, a few plants will be 
saved, if not the meadow.

I just wish we'd been there earlier in the process 
when decisions were  made on building design. 
Maybe someday, if this happens again, the school 

district will see the value in keeping the land that 
could have told its history to the students and 
make a building with a smaller footprint!
It stormed today. Afterward, I saw the golden sky 
through the window, and hopped in my car on 
a search for a rainbow! I drove and drove trying 
to find one. Never found a rainbow, but a beauti-
ful storm cloud beckoned me to take its picture, 
causing me to notice a field of small yellow flow-
ers.

Jo Ann Collins of the Native Prairies Assocation, Fort 
Worth Chapter mourns the loss of a prairie rem-
nant to be bulldozed for a new elementary school 
in west Fort Worth, off Hulen Street, behind 4049 
Kingsridge Road.  Photo by Julie Thibodeaux

A milkweed plant is collected for transplant. 
Photo by Julie Thibodeaux

Continued on Page 21
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Will You Speak for the Prairie? -  by Jo Ann Collins

I stopped and got out. It had the semblance of a 
park between two churches. As I walked closer 
I saw a drainage creek which might be why this 
particular patch was missing the telltale lines of 
a recent mowing that the soccer field behind it 
showed. 

Seeing these plants - from the buffalo grass to the 
side oats to the green thread to the rabbit tobac-
co - made me realize the prairie is still there. It’s 
trying so hard to survive! Even though this land is 
mowed to death, the prairie is still there.
The prairie that we tried to save survived mowing 
for years. With a new owner, a mower was not 
used and the prairie breathed! It breathed beauti-
ful yucca, milkweed and hundreds of other plants. 
But it’s all going away in the next couple of weeks. 

If you look closely around town you can see the 
prairie trying to take short breaths like the ones 
I saw tonight. Even though I can rage at human-
ity about another prairie lost, I choose to see the 
hope that happens with every prairie plant that 
finds a small space to breathe.

I’ll keep talking for the plants with no voices. 
Maybe someday we will figure out what they have 
been trying to tell us all along. It seems I found 
my rainbow after all! In the meantime, can you 
talk for the voiceless prairie whenever you get a 
chance?

The prairie remnant behind 4049 Kingsridge Road 
in Fort Worth. Photo by Julie Thibodeaux

Continued from Page 20

Because we wrote that letter, a few plants will be 
saved, if not the meadow.

PrairieRescue_plants-eye view



 June 2019 NPSOT News  North Central Texas Chapter   Page  22

May Program Review
The Pollinator Pathway Project, reported by Ray Conrow

Our May program was “The Pollinator Pathway Project” presented by Montana Williams and  Cameron 
Barlow of BRIT.  We learned about the history of this collaborative garden project of BRIT and the  Botanic 
Gardens, which features interweaving braided pathways, each focusing on a different kind of pollinator—
bees, hummingbirds, Monarchs and other butterflies.  Signage and educational goals were discussed, as 
was the ongoing need for plant donations and volunteers to work in the gardens and assist in various oth-
er ways.  Montana encouraged us to sign up at http://brit.org/grow-volunteer-application.  Then, taking 
advantage of a break in the rainy Spring weather, we moved outside to take a tour of the Pathway.  Mona 
the Monarch (in the guise of Cameron) made an appearance to remind us of habitat loss and to prod us 
into action to preserve and protect life-sustaining nectar plants and milkweeds.  Much favorable discus-
sion of the project was heard from our members as we sauntered through this wonderful installation, as 
veteran native plant folks shared their wisdom with newcomers and endeavored to inspire a new genera-
tion of enthusiasts.

May Hospitality Report  by Corinna  Benson

This month for Hospitality I would like to thank Gordon Scruggs, Otto Witt, Dawn Hancock, Jeanette 
Berkley, Kathy Livingston and whoever else brought snacks. My hospitality chart is full for the year. For 
the board meeting this month I would like to thank Eric Johnson, Kim Conrow and Troy and Martha 
Mullens for bringing snacks.

Editors note: Corinna is in her second year as being the Hospitality chair. She does a great job. Be sure 
and tell her so after the meetings.      PS:   She just signed up for another year. Hooray !

The May 19 field trip was to two demo gardens,    There were three of us who showed up at the SW 
SubCourthouse, Sheila Franklin, Karen Harden, and myself.  We were greeted by prairie lettuce all over 
the garden, so we went to work pulling weeds.  We started at one and quit around two pm.  The pile of 
weeds was impressive, about a cubic yard or so.  The garden looks better, but there is more to do.  Then 
we all drove over to the demo garden at the public library on Hulen St, at Briarhaven.  Theresa Thomas 
met us there, and now we had 4 people, so we walked around the library admiring all of the plants.  We 
did not have to do any weeding.  On the drive over, from SW SubCourthouse, I felt something crawling 
on my leg, which turned out to be a black swallowtail caterpillar.  So that was exciting for a few seconds.  
I was able to get the caterpillar into a clean plastic cup, and Sheila Franklin took it home, where she has 
the correct host plant. I think it is some sort of dill.  Eric Johnson

Demonstration Gardens Field Trip by Eric Johnson

http://brit.org/grow-volunteer-application
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June 6 Program Summary & Bio

Flora of the Chihuahuan Desert 
By Michael Eason

  Michael will cover plants found in the Chihuahuan Desert region of West Texas, from Val Verde 
Co. to El Paso. Throughout the presentation, he will focus on species with interesting seed dispersal 
mechanisms, and pollination biology, as well as, cover online and print resources used in identifying 
plants. Additionally, he will cover topography, geology, and climatic influences that makes this region so 
diverse.

Biography

 Michael Eason is a freelance botanist who performs plant surveys and inventories on both private 
and public lands throughout Texas. Additionally, he is on staff at San Antonio Botanical Gardens, where 
he heads their Rare Plant Research and Conservation Program. Previously he worked for the Lady Bird 
Johnson Wildflower Center as their Conservation Program Manager, a position he held from 2003-2012. 
During this time he managed such projects as the Millennium Seed Bank, Ferns of the Trans-Pecos, and 
Vegetation Survey of Big Bend National Park.  Michael is currently working on his second book, focusing 
on the flora of West Texas.
 

    

Chihuahuan Desert Photographs - next page
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Chihuahuan Desert Photographs
By Michael Eason
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Ray and Kim Conrow's Front Garden   -  by  Ray & Kim

May 7, 2019. Limestone soil, Fort Worth Prairie. 
Southern Tarrant County. 

Our front meadow is returning to a natural state. We have abundant wildlife now.  This pocket 
prairie represents part of what was in the area twenty years ago, before development.  

Part of the mission of the Society is to promote native plants by example.  I quit mowing the 
meadow area about five years ago and now only mow in late June (the week depends on the 
seeding of annuals) and late January. Bluebonnets and standing cypress were seeded in a few 
places.  

To appease the neighbors, on the meadow, we keep the edges mowed and tidy all around and 
then, near the house, about a pushing mower’s wide swath. 

I’ve only seen one snake in the meadow area and it was being chased by a mockingbird.  We have 
lived here for twenty three years.

This is a respectful way to help wildlife and honor creation. Plus it is so fun and great to be in! So 
many butterflies!

Continued next page.
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Northwest Prairie Restoration photos by Kim Conrow

Ray and Kim Conrow's Front Garden   -  by  Ray & Kim
Continued from Page 25
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The Ferns and Lycophytes of Texas
by Martha Mullens

The Ferns and Lycophytes of Texas
by George Diggs & Barney Lipscomb

A book review by Martha Mullens

This book is beautifully illustrated and is meant to be 
used for reference, although the photographs are pret-
ty enough if you just want to look at the pictures. It is 
written in a similar format to Flora of North Central 
Texas because both authors contributed to that out-
standing work. I don’t want to discourage you, but 
don’t expect to be able to learn everything in a single 
sitting. If you are truly interested in the fascinating 
world of ferns and their allies, then you will be as-
tounded.

A true book review should be by someone who has 
read the whole work. I cannot claim that to be true. I 
can only give you my impressions of the overall book 
and tell you about the parts that I have studied. I hon-
estly believe that between the covers of this book, you 
will find everything that is currently known about 
ferns and lycophytes. There are range maps which 
include density. Individual characteristics include de-
scriptions, color photos, black and white illustrations 
of parts, and noteworthy attributes. Taxonomy, phy-
logeny, and evolution are discussed. Although each 
topic is examined in depth, the language is not too 
advanced for even the novice. There is an extensive 
glossary. Remember this is more like a textbook, but 
with some fun facts. A very interesting table on page 2 
caught my attention. It compares sizes, habitats, rarest 
to most widespread, most poisonous, oldest and most 
recently discovered, and strangest in several catego-
ries.

Most people think that ferns only grow in humid, 
tropical or semi-tropical regions, but you will find 
that this is not necessarily true. They are usually found 
where there is abundant moisture, low light, cooler 
temperatures, and in rich soils, such as an understory 
in forests. There are at least 127 native fern species in 
Texas, which is the most for any state in the conti-
nental US. This is unexpected because much of Texas 
does not fit the conditions we associate with ferns. 
The highest densities are found in a swath across 

 Texas from east to west, from the swamp forests of the 
Pineywoods to the hidden canyons of the Edwards 
Plateau, to the high mountain “sky islands” of the Big 
Bend National Part and the deserts of the Trans-Pecos. 
There are 62 species in East Texas, including some of 
North Central, 63 species in the Edwards Plateau, and 
80 species in the Trans-Pecos. 

Since ferns require water to complete their life cycle, 
they have evolved unusual adaptations in order to 
survive in high temperatures, high light intensities, 
harsh soil conditions, and dry environments. How 
they are able to accomplish this makes a good read, 
and the authors explain this in interesting ways.
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The Ferns and Lycophytes of Texas
by Martha Mullens

All 127 species of the Texas ferns, as well as the club 
mosses, spike mosses (including the resurrection 
plant), spleen worts, and quill worts are thoroughly 
discussed with an illustration page with a color pho-
to, black and white line drawings, and detailed maps. 
Because each section consists of several pages, this 
makes up the bulk of the book.

One that I had never heard of caught my eye. It is the 
anemia or flowering fern, also called pineland fern, 
which has almost no green tissue. The only represen-
tative is the Mexican fern which occurs mainly in the 
Edwards Plateau and Trans Pecos, but can be found in 
se Backland Prairie.

One of my favorites is the lady fern. It is quite abun-
dant from New York to Florida, but is found mainly in 
Texas in moist woods, thickets, swamps, and stream 
banks, so mostly Pinewoods, but does occur in the 
Backland Prairie.

Inside the front cover is a colored map of the vegeta-
tional areas of Texas with a map of Texas showing the 
areas of high fern and lycophyte density opposite.

The authors start with a chapter about evolutionary 
lines, characteristics, recent discoveries, and how 
ferns and lycophytes are classified 
taxonomically. Then they delve 
into their geographic, geologic, 
and edaphic (soil) variations, their 
climate variations, their biographic 
history, and habitat diversity. They 
discuss fern structure and their 
unique reproductive life cycles, 
which includes both sexual and 
asexual parts and results in spores 
rather than seeds. Some of this dis-
cussion is rather intense, but you 
can look at the drawings and figure 
out the basics. The glossary is a big 
help.

The first chapter also explains the 
adaptations to dryness, including 
desiccation tolerance and prevent-

ing water loss, rapid rehydration, and reproductive 
adaptations. There is an interesting section on bioge-
ography and distribution and dispersal of spores. An-
other section discusses economic uses and ethnobot-
any. The authors complete the first chapter of 44 pages 
with a discussion on conservation concerns.

Pages 47-50 contain the key to the families of ferns 
and lycophytes. Starting on page 53 and continuing 
through page 314, the families and individual species 
are thoroughly examined. The format is like Flora of 
North Central Texas. After that there are several pag-
es devoted to sources, 13 pages of glossary, an index 
with both botanic and common names, a page with 
bios of the authors, a page devoted to BRIT and Aus-
tin College info, 2 pages showing Texas counties, a 
page of phylogeny of fern relationships, and a page 
listing the families and genera of Texas ferns and lyco-
phytes with page numbers making a total of 382 pages 
plus some summaries inside the back cover.

It is a beautiful book which is well worth the price for 
a reference if you are at all interested in the fascinat-
ing world of ferns. The cover is a semi-hard, flexible 
version, not a paperback. A new copy sells for about 
$35 on Amazon or at BRIT.
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Stella Rowan Field Trip by Eric Johnson 
Photos by Kim Conrow and Laura Penn

Stella Rowan Prairie field trip, May 11, 2019, notes:

   -this event was originally scheduled to begin at 10:00 am, Parking Lot E, near building 2300, at 2300 
Circle Drive, home of Tarrant County Resource Connection.  Because of wet weather, the start time was 
changed to 1 pm.  Present were John Darling, Eric Johnson, Laura Penn, William Hopkins, Tricia Hop-
kins, Carol Prater, Beth Barber, Marianne Armstrong, Carol Marcotte, Richard Schoech,  Chris Hon-
komp, Donna Honkomp, Kim Conrow, & Ray Conrow.  Laura Penn led the tour of the prairie.

   -as we entered the prairie, on a path recently mowed, the skies were heavy with clouds, and the tempera-
ture was in the ‘60’s.  A flock of purple martins was busy hunting for insects, flying back and forth just 
inches over the flowerheads, seeming not to notice the presence of humans.  They continued to hunt for 
food the entire time we were there, often flying within 10 feet of us.  Much of the ground was saturated 
with water, and those of us wearing shoes ended up with damp feet.  

   -the prairie was full of grasses and flowering plants.  Laura immediately identified Texas winter grass, 
also known as spear grass, and we were soon deep into finding things to see and identify.  We found 
purple and white winecups, Arkansas yucca, blooming, Engleman daisy, Indian blanket flower, Indian 
paintbrush, also known as Texas paintbrush, Drummond’s skullcap, green milkweed, prairie bishop, gre-
enthread, antelope horns milkweed, two leafed senna, Texas bluestar, Salvia texana, Barbara’s buttons, 
Salvia engelmanai, Silphium albiflorum, and big bluestem.  The presence of Silphium albiflorum is thought 
to indicate that we were on a true prairie remnant, land that had never been plowed and planted.

   -continuing on, we saw sensitive briar, blue funnel lily, Indian grass, milkwort, or Polygola alba, wavy 
leaf thistle, Asclepias metalia biflora, with small maroon flowers, Penstemon cobea, or beardstongue, mealy 
blue sage, common storksbill, or Texas geranium, plantain, rabbit tobacco, basketflower, western horsen-
ettle, old plainsman, also known as wooly white,  little bluestem, Texas ash, Texas vervain, Texas prairie 
parsley, Cirsium texanum, Texas star, sundrops, queen’s delight, and buckwheat. 

   -there were few insects visible, but one black swallowtail butterfly was  seen.  Laura Penn was able to give 
us some history of how the Tarrant Resource Connection came to be organized, and the status of Stella 
Rowan Prairie, which is not a city park.  That history is complex and will be the subject of a future article.  
Our visit lasted about two hours, and I recall feeling like I was ready for a nap, and grateful for no chiggers.

Photographs Continued next page.
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Stella Rowan Field Trip by Eric Johnson 
Photos by Kim Conrow and Laura Penn

Continued from Page 29
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Parting Shots - Last Minute News & Views of the Editors 
by Troy & Martha Mullens 

National Wildlife Federation Names Fort Worth Monarch ‘Champion City’
 Jessica Ordóñez-Lancet Apr 17, 2019

 Washington, DC – The City of Fort Worth, Texas, is being honored as a Monarch Butterfly Champion 
City by the National Wildlife Federation’s Mayors’ Monarch Pledge program, becoming the fourth city in North 
America to be recognized with this title for its remarkable commitment to monarch conservation. In the past year, 
Fort Worth has created 97 acres of monarch habitat, and it has reached over 100,000 residents through the Mayors' 
Monarch Pledge.
 This achievement is the product of years of hard work and commitment, beginning in 2015, when Fort 
Worth first joined the program. Since then hundreds of cities across the country have signed the Mayors’ Monarch 
Pledge, with 460 signers as of today. Ever since, Mayor Betsy Price, the Park and Recreation Department, and the 
city’s monarch conservation network — Fort Worth Pollinator Ambassadors — have been instrumental in achiev-
ing this honor and promoting the conservation of monarch butterflies and other pollinators within the commu-
nity. The Park and Recreation Department was also responsible for accomplishing the initial three action steps, 
and to this day they continue to support organizations around the city in their efforts to create monarch friendly 
habitats.
 “Fort Worth lies in the middle of the Central Monarch Flyway, the critical migratory pathway for the mon-
arch butterfly. Despite its mostly urban environment, Fort Worth is currently providing habitat for monarchs at 
city parks, schools, backyards, and throughout the city to ensure monarch butterflies have enough native habitat 
to survive,” said Collin O’Mara, president and CEO of the National Wildlife Federation. “We applaud and thank 
Mayor Price for taking the National Wildlife Federation’s Mayors’ Monarch Pledge as a ‘Champion City’ today, 
and increasing the actions the city will take to help monarch butterflies. Fort Worth is now the fourth city to make 
a champion level pledge in North America and we are thrilled to partner with them and work together to create 
more habitat for monarchs, pollinators, and wildlife across the country.”
 “In Fort Worth, we appreciate the beauty that comes with monarchs migrating through our community. As 
a city that encourages an active and engaged lifestyle for all citizens, we recognize the important role conservation, 
education and nature plays in overall quality of life. Fort Worth is fortunate to have a community that embraces 
monarchs and works to preserve our wildlife,” said Mayor Betsy Price of the City of Fort Worth.
Learn more about the National Wildlife Federation’s Mayors’ Monarch Pledge.
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Parting Shots Page 2 - Last Minute Views & News by the Editors 
by Troy & Martha Mullens 

2019 Date Name Title of Presentation

February 7 Suzanne Tuttle
Fort Worth Nature Center 
(Retired)

Winter Deciduous Woody Plant 
Identification

March 7 Denis Benjamin
BRIT

Ethnomycology: Mushrooms and 
Human Culture

April 4 Megan Davis McConnell Monarch Stewardship in Parker 
County

May 2 Cameron Barlow, 
Montana Williams
BRIT

The Pollinator Pathway Project

June 6 Michael Eason
NPSOT Big Bend Chapter

Flora of the Chihuahuan Desert

August 1 Karen Harden
Kim Conrow
Vicki Kygar

Native Gardens of our 
Members

September 5 Michelle Villafranca
Fort Worth Nature Center

Native Neighborhoods:  Helping 
Pollinators across Fort Worth

October 10
DATE CHANGED—
Second Thursday this month

Show and Tell and Trade! 
Native Plant Exchange

Bring a Texas Native Plant to 
exchange for another. FUN!!!

November 7 Kevin Sloan—UTA,
Landscape Architect

“Rewilding” for Environmental 
Design 

December 5 Holiday Social Pot Luck Dinner, Awards and 
Introduction of New Officers. 
FUN!!!

Updated Programs
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Parting Shots Page 3 - Last Minute Views & News by the Editors 
by Troy & Martha Mullens 

Pecan bark by Troy Mullens

About 25 years ago, the really old mulberry tree in our front yard died. I had a nice little pecan 
tree coming up in the backyard courtesy of a squirrel or crow.  It was a couple of feet tall. I care-
fully dug "way" down and got most of the tap root and transplanted to the front yard. Next year, 
we decided it needed a companion. Back to the backyard again. Another squirrel gift transplant-
ed.

They are both about 25' tall now and produce nice pecans. The fruits look pretty much the same 
and are of a comparable flavor. However, the similarity ends there. If you were trying to identify 
them by their bark in the winter, you would say they were different species.

thin, scaly, ragged, shaggy tight, rough, blocky ridges
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Plant Sale  
by Josephine Keeney & Gailon Hardin 

Dear Friends, what a beautiful and wonderful day we had!!

It started cloudy and with light sprinkling, but shortly after it cleared up and the sun shone for us all day.

Plant providers and helpers started arriving fast right at 7a.m. bless them.

It soon became a blur of checking plant inventory and taking plants to the appropriate tables which were marked 
with a list of plants for each of the tables.

We were amazed at the number of carts that members brought to the sale, we love that because the carts make it 
a lot easier for customers to shop in comfort and keep adding plants to their carts. Everyone cooperated and did 
their jobs amazingly well.

Customers started lining up very early and the line was all the way to the parking lot by the time we removed the 
cord and started the sale. It was unbelievable, the majority of the plants were gone in about an hour’s time.
Larval plants were very popular, but all plants sold well and there were very few plants left at the end, just Cactus 
and Trees. It was an incredible sale because people were very excited about Texas Native Plants and everything 
sold so fast.

We want to thank all the members who worked very hard to make our sale a success. The person who made the 
plant labels, The Plant Providers, the people who helped us get the plants to the sale, the ones who provided the 
tables and delivered them to the sale and back, the people who helped customers find plants, the ticket writers, 
the cashiers, the people who brought water and snacks for the workers, the membership table and all the other 
jobs we might be forgetting.  

To sum it up, it was a wonderful sale and it couldn’t have happened without the help and cooperation of all our 
outstanding Members.

Front row left to right, Sheila Franklin, Gailon Hardin, Patti Maness, Donna Honkomp, Josephine Keeney, Corinna Benson, Alice 
Moffit, Vanessa Wojtas, Sandy Fountain              Back row, Otto Witt, Dagmar Higgins , Frank Keeney, Chris Honkomp, Denise Carter, 
Gordon Scruggs, Tracie Middleton, Karen harden, Dawn Hancock

Plant Providers   -   Cindy Crump, Dagmar Higgins, Debbie Stilson, Donna Homkonp, Erick Johnson, Gailon Hardin, Josephine Kee-
ney, Kathy Livingston, LeeAnn Rosenthal, Merita Knapp, Morgan Chivers, Otto Witt, Patti Maness, Sandy Fountain, Sheila Franklin, 
Suzanne Tuttle, Vanessa Wojtas, Vicki Brady, White Settelment, Wildscape Greenhouse

Sales Helpers   -   Ann Bloxham, Ann Knudsen, Bill Collins, Bob Reichardt, Carolyn Price, Corina Benson, Dagmar Higgins, David 
Coke, Denise Carter,  Dwan Hancock, Erick Johnson, Frank Keeney, Gailon Hardin, Gordon Scrugss, Hester Shwarzer, Jane Ooster-
huis, James Lippert, Jim Prentice, Josephine Keeney, Karen Harden, Kathy Livingston, Kay Dansby, Laura Penn, Mary Reichardt, Otto 
Witt, Phyl Baloga, Sandy Fountain, Sharon Austry, Sheila Franklin, Shelly Borders, Vanessa Daniel, Vanessa Wojtas, Vicky Gleason
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This is meant to be a starter list only and by no means is inclusive of all the wonderful native plants 
that can be in a pollinator garden. Ask your local NPSOT Chapter (npsot.org) or native nursery’s 
staff for advice on other choices for your pollinator garden. 

Small Trees: Desert Willow (Chilopsis linearis), Goldenball Leadtree 
(Leucaena retusa), Eve’s Necklace (Styphnolobium affine), Yaupon Holly   
(Ilex vomitoria), American Smoke Tree (Cotinus obovatus)

Bushes/shrubs: Texas Lantana (Lantana urticoides), Turkscap 
(Malvaviscus drummondii), Autumn sage (Salvia greggii), Cenizo 
(Leucophyllum frutescens), Flame acanthus (Anisacanthus quadrifidus),   

Rock Rose (Pavonia lasiopetala), Kidneywood (Eysenhardtia texana)

Milkweeds: larval host plants for Monarch and Queen butterflies.                                              
Butterflyweed (Asclepias tuberosa), Antelope horns (Asclepias asperula),                                                        
Zizotes (Asclepias oenotheroides), Green Milkweed (Asclepias viridis) 

Others: Mealy Blue Sage (Salvia farinacea), Gregg’s Mistflower (Conoclinium greggii), Winecup 
(Callirhoe involuncrata), Four-nerve daisy (Tetranuris scaposa), Zexmenia (Wedelia hispida), 
Gayfeathers (Liatris spp.), Goldenrod (Solidago spp.), Maximillian sunflower (Helianthus 
maximiliani), Fall blooming asters (Symphyotrichum oblongifolium), Purple coneflower (Echinacea 
spp.), Pitcher sage (Salvia azurea) , Scarlet sage (S. coccinea), Frostweed (Verbesina virginica), White 
mistflower (Ageratina havanensis), Gaillardia (Gaillardia spp.), Little Bluestem grass (Schizachyrium 
scoparium), Sideoats grama grass (Bouteloua curtipendula), Blue Muhly grass (Muhlenbergia 
lindheimeri), Inland Sea Oats (Chasmanthium latifolium)

NPSOT mission: Promoting research, conservation and utilization of native plants 
and plant habitats of Texas through education, outreach and example. (npsot.org)

For information on plant bloom times, sizes, water needs and more go to the        
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center’s native plant data base.  wildflower.org  

The following sources have more information on pollinators.

Xerces - protecting invertebrates and their habitats.  https://xerces.org 
Audubon - protects birds and the places they need, today and tomorrow. http://www.audubon.org 
NABA - North American Butterfly Association  http://www.naba.org 
Monarch Joint Venture - Partnering to conserve the monarch butterfly migration.   
https://monarchjointventure.org 

All photos copyright: K. Conrow 2017  

Short List of Plants             
for a                                              

North Central Texas                                                      
Pollinator Garden 
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June Program,
Michael Eason,

Author of  
Wildflowers of Texas

"Bring your book to be signed"

Visit us on the Web
at

www.txnativeplants.org

The purpose of the Native Plant Society of Texas is to
promote the conservation, research, and utilization of the

native plants and plant habitats of Texas through
education, outreach, and example.

Join the Native Plant Society of Texas!

Become a member of the Native Plant Society of Texas. Membership is open to any individual, 
family, or organization. Membership is renewable annually and extends for a year from the 
date we receive your original payment. Note new prices effective April 1, 2019. If you wish to 
join, please indicate your category of membership, then clip and mail this application with the 
appropriate remittance to:

Native Plant Society of Texas
PO Box 3017, Fredericksburg, TX 78624

___ Student   $35   ___ Family (2 or more)  $60
___ Senior (65+)  $35   ___ Patron    $100
___ Limited Income  $35   ___ Benefactor   $250
___ Individual  $45   ___ Supporting   $500
___ Lifetime   $1200  ___ Additional Chapter(s) $6
Name: ________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: _________________________________________________
County: ______________________________________________________
Phone: _______________________________________________________
Chapter Affiliation: _____North Central Chapter_____________________
E-mail: _______________________________________________________
 Go to  https://npsot.org/wp/join-renew/  for an on-line sign-up form  
 or for additional information. A printable form is also available there.

The North Central Texas
NPSOT News

is a monthly publication of
the North Central Chapter
of the Native Plant Society
of Texas.

For changes of address or
information about contribut-
ing to the newsletter, please
contact the newsletter editor.
The deadline for submitting
articles for inclusion in the
newsletter is the 15th of every
preceding month.

Troy Mullens, Editor
media@txnativeplants.org

Newsletter Requirements
1. All submissions due by the 15th of the 
preceding month. Exceptions are at the 
discretion of the Editor.
2. Articles (text) should preferably be in 
plain text form. (No pdf ’s). Any special 
formatting requirements should be noted.
3. Photographs & charts should be sent 
separately as large as possible. Location 
within the article should be noted. Please 
include a caption with each photograph 
and note any individual names of people.

http://www.txnativeplants.org
https://npsot.org/wp/join-renew/
mailto:media@txnativeplants.org

