
September 5, 2019 program will be 

"Native Neighborhoods: 
Helping pollinators across Fort Worth."

 By Michelle Villafranca 
Natural Resource Specialist, 

Fort Worth Nature Center & Refuge
See Page 22 for program & BIO.
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The President’s Corner - September 2019   -  by Karen Harden

Have you noticed the buzz over native plant gar-
dening?  Isn’t it great!  Texas A&M Agrilife Exten-
sion created a native plant kit and planting guide 
for beginning gardeners and a wonderful infor-
mative booklet that features a lot of photos of na-
tive plants. Unfortunately, the kits had to be or-
dered last month and picked up early this month.  
We can only hope the kits were a success and will 
be offered again next summer.  Some HOA’s are 
starting to allow native plant gardens in their 
neighborhoods and Garden Clubs are asking for 
speakers.  There are some professional landscap-
ers picking up the cause for native plants, also.  
The message is getting out that native plants are 
more beneficial to pollinators and wildlife. There 
are many organizations involved in this effort.  
Let’s keep up our part!

I know I sound like a broken record, but I cannot 
stress how important it is for volunteers to come 
from the membership and help out the organiza-
tion they belong to.  Volunteers are the key work-
ing mechanism that keeps any non-profit orga-
nization going.  By volunteering, whether for an 
event, on a committee, or being an elected officer, 
by selflessly donating our time, we help spread the 
word of the mission for the organization we be-
long to.  No different for our beloved native plant 
society chapter.  We are still looking for members 
who will volunteer to fill some committee posi-
tions that are opening up for the next year (2020).  
By volunteering to fill these positions now, you 
will have time to sit with the current committee 
chair and familiarize yourself with the duties. 
Committee Chair positions we need help with 
are. 

 • Field Trip Chair – seeks out and 
organizes field trips for chapter members.  Must 
plan at least one trip per year.  Follow up with re-
port/article for the newsletter.
 • Donations and Grants Chair – pres-
ents information to the Board after certain crite-
ria have been met for evaluation of a donation to 

be given to candidates whose request aligns with 
the mission of the NPSOT.
 • Event Chair – coordinates partici-
pation in events for the chapter.  Maintains data 
base of events that the chapter participates in.
 • Membership Chair – promotes 
membership in the chapter at meetings and 
events, processes membership payments with the 
State Chapter, prepares welcome packets to new 
members.

Over the years, previous committee chairs have 
created guidelines and procedures to work from.  
Volunteers have good, clear guidelines on the re-
sponsibility of any position they choose to fill.  
New faces and new ideas are needed to build on 
the foundations already in place, and are always 
welcomed.

If you missed the general meeting in August, you 
missed an opportunity to view three different 
aspects of native plant gardening.  We had two 
members and one guest who showcased their 
small plot native plant flowerbed, wildscape/na-
tive gardens on acreage, and a mini-pocket prai-
rie.
 • Vicki Kygar, our guest for the eve-
ning, guided us along the steps she went through 
to create a small native plant garden in her alley-
way. From laying black plastic to kill the grass, 
then laying mulch, to finally setting plants, she 
transformed her alley to a wonderful strip of na-
tive plants that would attract various pollinators 
and butterflies. 
 • Kim Conrow started us out over 20 
years ago when she and Ray bought their prop-
erty.  Throughout the years, and several chang-
es, she has created a meadow where wildflowers 
grow, a wildscape for country critters and birds, 
and beautiful native plant gardens around the 
perimeter of her home. I have had the fortune of 
seeing her property and I must say, it is  spectac-
ular. 

Cont. on Page 4
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The President’s Corner - September 2019   -  by Karen Harden

 • I also began my story twenty years 
ago on my three acres of property. After mowing 
my back two acres for years, I finally began re-
storing them to native prairie about 7-10 years 
ago. I presented the phases of my mini-pocket 
prairie from February through July.  From a blank 
canvas, if you will, beginning in February/March 
through an explosion of color in April, May, and 
June to the flowering seed heads and the take-
over of grasses in July.  We now mow once a year, 
and we always look forward to the spectacle of 
what nature provides for us each year.

The main point of the presentations is, no matter 
what size of property you have, you can always 
create an area with native plants that will provide 
food for pollinators and butterflies and a peaceful 
retreat for you.  Right now, gardeners are prepar-
ing for the fall nectar plants.  It’s hot out there, 
y’all.  Even though most native plants are drought 
tolerant, it doesn’t mean they wouldn’t appreciate 
a good drink of water ever so often.  Help them 
become the best nectar plants possible for this 
fall.  

Enjoy the rest of your summer and stay hydrated 
yourself.

Cont. on Page 5

“Gardening is learning, learning, 
 learning.  That’s the fun of it.  You’re 
always learning.”   -Helen Mirren

You start with a blank canvas

Photos by Karen Harden
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The President’s Corner - September 2019   -  by Karen Harden

The explosion of color that happened in April/May

The seed heads and grasses taking over in July



 September 2019 NPSOT News  North Central Texas Chapter   Page  6

More Photos on Page 7

Rock Rose — Flower of the Month for September
Story & Photographs by Josephine Keeney

Rose Pavonia, Rock Rose, Pavonia lasiopetala
Malvaceae (Mallow Family)

This beautiful small shrub has lovely pink flowers that look like tiny hibiscus, but unlike the hibiscus, these flowers 
open totally wide exposing the yellow pistil and stamens. It blooms profusely from spring to fall and presents a 
very cheery picture in the garden.

The semi-woody stems can get up to 4 feet tall and benefits from being cut back if it gets taller than desired. It 
grows very fast. 

To prevent powdery mildew give this plant plenty of light and space.

Rose Pavonia has the honor of being endemic to Texas, which makes it very special.
Every garden should have many of these lovely plants to brighten the summer season.
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Continued from Page 6

Rock Rose — Flower of the Month for September

Photos by Josephine Keeney
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Demonstration Gardens by Josephine Keeney

River Legacy

River Legacy Photos (cont. Next page)

The garden is starting to look nice in spite of the heat.

We continue to work there once a month, and the crew at the science center waters the plants in the in 
between.

Regular Volunteers are; Jane Oosterhuis, Charley Amos, Kay Dansby, Phyl and Chuck Baloga. Dick 
Schoech, Wayne Halliburton, Kay Sekio and two of the center’s staff Ellen Ravkind and Anne Alderfer 
who help us when they can.

Small crew today Phyl Baloga, Jane Oosterhuis, Cheuck Baloga and Dick Schoech.
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River Legacy Photos

Demonstration Gardens by Josephine Keeney

The full front bed

The upper bed is looking good 
with flame acanthus and yellow bell.

The view as you enter
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BRIT  Registration Required. 
Sat.,  Sep 14.   10 AM-3 PM   Soil Biology Super Class       
 ($75 members/$85 non-members)
Sat.,  Sep. 28   10 AM-12 PM Monarch Migration and the Fall Garden     
 ($20 members/$25 nonmembers)

Fort Worth Nature Center & Refuge   fwnaturecenter.org.
 $5 Fee Non-members, Members Free: 
Weekends:  9-11:00 AM     Nature Hikes  September 1, 7, 8, 14, 15, 21, 22, 28, 29
Wednesdays:  9-11:00 AM     Walk with Naturalist  September 4, 11, 18, 25 
Sat.,  Sep. 7  1:30-3:00 PM Trees of Texas   (pre-registration required)
Sun.,  Sep. 8  1:30-2:30 PM Camouflage Artists 
Sat.,  Sep. 14 1:30-2:30 PM Pond Ecosystem Diversity
Sun.,  Sep. 22 1:30-2:30 PM Wonderful Wasps
Sun,  Sep. 29 1:30-3:00 PM iNat with a Naturalist 

Native Prairies Association of Texas Fort Worth Chapter
 Northwest Campus TCC, Fort Worth  Room WACB 1123
Mon., Sep. 9        6:30-8 PM  TCC-NW Prairie Restoration Project Update
Sat.,  Sep. 21       1-5 PM A Texas Prairie Celebration at Leo Ranch in Cooke Co.
   Pre-registration required. Tickets $45

Cross Timbers Master Naturalist     FWBG
Mon.,  Sep. 16  7 PM   Monarch Migration by Gail Manning

Tarrant County Master Gardener Association
Thurs.,  Sep. 5  10 AM   Monthly Meeting
Wed.,   Sep. 18 11:30 AM-1 PM  Gardening for Wildlife

North Central Chapter of Native Plant Society of Texas
Thurs.,   Sep. 5  6:30 PM   Native Neighborhoods by Michelle Villafranca
Board Meeting:   September 24  6:30 PM FWBG    
Sat.,   Oct. 5  Plant Sale    Arlington 

 No field trips will be scheduled until weather is cooler.

Volunteer Opportunities Cont. on Page 11

September 2019 Activities   -  by Martha Mullens
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Volunteer* at our Demonstration Gardens

Fielder House Butterfly Garden   1616 W Abram St, Arlington 
 Leaders: Josephine Keeney, Jane Osterhuis, Charlie Amos      
2nd &  4th Mondays  9-12  September 9, 23

Molly Hollar Wildscape Veterans Park, Arlington
 Leader: Ann Knudsen  (Josephine Keeney)
1st Sat: September 7  (most Saturdays)   Every Wed.: Sept. 4, 11, 18, 25  9 AM-noon 

Knapp Heritage Park Pollinator Garden  201 West Front Street, Arlington
First Monday: September 2  9 AM-noon  (contact Josephine Keeney)

River Legacy Park  701 NW Green Oaks Blvd., Arlington Volunteer Manager: Sherrie Ripple
3rd Monday:     September 16  9 AM-noon  (contact Josephine Keeney)
Opportunities on website: riverlegacy.org  or call 817-860-6752 ext. 109 
or kab@arlngtontx.gov  817-459-5474

OS Gray Natural Area
2nd Saturday:  September 14    9 AM-noon    (contact Josephine Keeney)
   
Native Plant Gardens at SW Regional Library at Hulen  8 AM-noon,  4001Library Ln, Fort Worth   
 Leaders: Theresa Thomas, Char McMorrow
2nd & 4th Thursdays:  September 12, 26

SW Tarrant Co. Sub Courthouse*     8:00AM-12:00 PM 6551 Granbury Rd, Fort Worth 
 Leaders: Gailon Hardin, Dawn Hancock    2nd Sat.: Sept. 14  last Wed.: Sept. 25
 * Workdays were missed due to weather so weeding will be every Wed. and Sat. at 8 AM  

Volunteer at the Fort Worth Nature Center & Refuge
    9601 Fossil Ridge Rd, Fort Worth 76135
Volunteer Coordinator: Laura Veloz  fwnc.org  817-392-7410
Volunteer Positions: Docent, Outdoor Conservationist (Natural Guard). Restoration Greenhouse,
Visitor Center Host, Special Events, Animal Care

Volunteer at White Settlement Monarch Waystation
 Leaders: Sandy Fountain, Merita Knapp      3rd Sat.  September 21

Volunteer for Native Prairies Association
fortworthnpat.wordpress.com

Continued from Page 10
August 2019 Volunteer* Opportunities   -  by Martha Mullens

Volunteer Needs Cont. on Page 12

http://riverlegacy.org
mailto:kab@arlngtontx.gov
http://fwnc.org
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Continued from Page 11
July 2019 Volunteer* Opportunities   -  by Martha Mullens

Volunteer at BRIT 
1700 University Dr, Fort Worth 76107
Director of Volunteers: jdonovan@brit.org
Herbarium trehman@brit.org
Education kwhitlock@brit.org
Library LVenhaus@brit.org

Maintain native plants, invasive plant control, maintain healthy habitats:
Pollinator Pathways   Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays   9 AM-noon
South Woods   Tuesdays      9 AM-noon
Tinsley Rock Springs Fridays      9:30 AM-noon  

* Note: Master Naturalists and Master Gardeners can get volunteer hours for work performed.

Membership by Donna Honkomp 

NCC Membership

We are looking for the next Membership Coor-
dinator for the North Central Chapter.  If you are 
interested, please send your contact information 
to membership@txnativeplants.org and we will 
reply back to you.

  
Membership has added a Comments, Sugges-
tions, and Question Box at our table.  Please feel 
free to submit your inquiry.   For a personal re-
sponse, please add your contact information and 
we will reply back to you.  Any other information 
will be provided in our upcoming newsletter.  If 
you are unable to attend a meeting, you can also 
send any Comments, Suggestions, and Questions 
to membership@txnativeplants.org
 

Please continue to help us spread the word about 
Native Plants and invite your friends, cowork-
ers & family members to join the North Central 
Chapter-NPSOT.   

To join go to www.txnativeplants.org, then click 
on “About”, and then click on “How to Join”.
 
The current North Central Chapter membership 
on August 15, 2019 is 211 members.

mailto:jdonovan@brit.org
mailto:trehman@brit.org
mailto:kwhitlock@brit.org
mailto:LVenhaus@brit.org
mailto:membership@txnativeplants.org
mailto:membership@txnativeplants.org
http://www.txnativeplants.org
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Plant of the Season, Sponsored by the North Central Chapter, Native Plant Society of Texas 
NICE Plant Partners (Natives Improve and Conserve Environments) – Summer 2019

Purple Coneflower, Echinacea purpurea: 
Part-shade to sun perennial 

Description: Purple Coneflower is an herbaceous perennial 
in the sunflower family. It grows about 1-2 feet wide and 2-4 
feet tall in bloom. Its dark green, hairy-rough, alternate or 
opposite leaves are up to 6” long and 3” wide, and are 
smaller at the top of the stems. Purple Coneflower is 
drought, heat and poor soil tolerant. Purple Coneflower’s 
common and genus names reflect its flower characteristics. 
Echinacea comes from the Greek echinos, meaning spiny or 
prickly, while purpurea refers to the petal color of wild 
Purple Coneflower. Coneflower describes the flower’s center 
shape. 

Flowers and Seeds: Purple Coneflower blooms in late May and 
intermittently through the end of summer in North Texas. Its 
daisy-like flowers are held high on top of its stems. The showy 
flowers span 2.5-5 inches across. Each flower has 10-20 pink to 
lavender ray florets surrounding a central yellowish- to 
reddish-brown cone of numerous disk florets. The cone may be flattened and is prickly. The ray petals lean 
downward with age. Numerous cultivars of Purple Coneflower are now available in nurseries, in different 
heights, petal colors ranging from white to deep orange to deep red and with different colored flower cones.

Planting sites: Purple Coneflower thrives in part shade to sun and a range of soil types.  

Watering Instructions: During long dry spells, Purple Coneflower may appreciate supplemental water if planted 
in full sun. Like many other native Texas plants, it needs good drainage.  

Comments: Purple Coneflower is great in border, meadow, prairie, cutting and native plant gardens, as well as 
woodland gardens in part-sun. The plants will grow in size each year and may be divided every 4-5 years by 
digging up the clump, lifting it out of the ground and breaking it apart by hand. This is important for propagating 
the cultivars, because they will not breed true from seed. Purple Coneflower may also be propagated by cuttings 

and will self-seed, if the spent flowers are not removed. Purple Coneflower attracts butterflies 
as well as native bees and its seed in the dried flowerheads feeds fall and winter birds. The cut 
flowers are long-lasting in bouquets. Various parts of Purple Coneflower are used as herbal 
medicine, but please don’t count on NICE for medical advice! Consider using Purple 
Coneflower instead of exotic Gerbera Daisy (Gerbera jamesonii) or African Daisies 
(Osteospermum) species. Companion plants for Purple Coneflower include Mealy Blue Sage 
(Salvia farinacea), Black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta) and Little Bluestem (Schizachyrium 
scoparium). 

Look for NICE Plant of the Season signs and information sheets on your next visit to a participating 
North Texas nursery. Thank you for using native plants in your landscapes. 

www.media.txnativeplants.org                Written by Becca Dickstein

North Central Chapter, Native Plant Society of Texas Meetings on the 1st Thursdays Feb thru Jun, Aug 
thru Dec @ Ft. Worth Botanic Gardens, Deborah Beggs Moncrief Garden Center, Redbud Room, 6:30 
p.m.                                                                       

Photo courtesy of Marilyn Blanton

NICE! Plant of the Season 
Reported by Rozanna Francis 

txnativeplants.org

http://txnativeplants.org
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Answer to Last Month’s Puzzle and A New Puzzle 
by Troy Mullens © 2019 

New Puzzle
?

Visitors to a blue mist flower.
What is the pollinator on the left?

Bee?
Wasp?

Fly?
Butterfly?

Moth?
Dragonfly?

Extra points for the name !

Answer to  
Last Month's Puzzle:

Did you name these very 
early Spring bloomers?

Redbud
&

Fragrant Sumac
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A Native American by Martha Mullens
     To an unknown drum beat
     a lone native American
     dances on the flower head
     dressed in black and yellow instead
     of paint, leather, feathers, and beads.
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President Karen Harden called the meeting to 
order at 6:32 PM.  She said to see Vanessa about 
door prize tickets that are for a donation of $1 
apiece or six for $5. Chris Honkomp said we had 
two visitors.

Secretary Debbie Stilson:  Minutes were ap-
proved as posted in the newsletter.

Treasurer: Vanessa Wojtas shared the year to 
date numbers. Income: $12,531, Spend: -$7,746, 
Net Profit: $4,785 and the bank balance on 
08/01/2019: $16,245.31.

Vice President Ray Conrow: Michelle Villafran-
ca will be speaking at the September meeting 
on Native Neighborhoods: Helping Pollinators 
across Fort Worth.

Events:  The Fort Worth Home and Garden Show 
will be on August 16-18. Vanessa passed around 
a sign- up sheet and said volunteers could also 
email her. YardSmart will be on September 7 at 
the Fort Worth Botanic Gardens. A chairperson 
is still needed for Events. October 5 is both Mon-
arch Day and the day of our plant sale. The Fort 
Worth Nature Center will host the Monster Bash 
on October 26.

Plant Sale: Sandy Fountain is the plant sale co-
ordinator and has sent out an email requesting 
volunteers. When the time comes, growers will 
email her and then she will forward the informa-
tion to Theresa Thomas, who will print out the 
plant labels. Gordon Scruggs will be the master-
mind of the volunteers at the plant sale. Josephine 
and Frank will help with the flyers and other 
background details. Sandy is in desperate need of 
gallon pots, and Bill Freiheit offered to trade her 
some for some quart pots. Josephine brought in 

8 groups of 6 Big Gulp cups and enough Ruellia 
Nudiflora (wild petunia) for growers to fill them 
all to sell at the plant sale. She also brought Big 
Gulp containers that qualify as quart containers, 
but holes need to be punched in the bottom, and 
printouts of her soil recipe. Please respond to the 
emails as soon as you can to let Sandy and Gor-
don know how to organize things.

Field Trips: Eric Johnson said there were two 
tentative fall field trips. Clear Creek Park in Den-
ton, at the confluence of the Clear Creek and Elm 
Fork branches of the Trinity River, has 10 miles of 
trails and would be a make up for the one rained 
out in the spring. Elmer W. Oliver Nature Park in 
Mansfield was led by Suzette Rogers in the spring, 
but there is a lot more to see. Please let Eric know 
which interests you.

Membership:  Chris Honkomp said there were 
31 members at the meeting. Our chapter is offer-
ing two $250 scholarships to go to the NPSOT 
Fall Symposium. It is open to current members 
who have attended a few general meetings and 
volunteered some, like at the plant sale or brought 
snacks to a meeting. Please apply by midnight 
August 25. The Board will review them at the Au-
gust 27 meeting. Please see page 16 of the August 
newsletter or pick up a flyer at the back of the 
room for more details.

Hospitality: Corinna Benson thanked Karen 
Harden, Tracie Middleton and Vicki Brady for 
bringing snacks tonight. She also said please stick 
around after the meeting for door prizes and 
snacks.

Minutes of the Regular Meeting
Native Plant Society – North Central Chapter 

August 1, 2019
Fort Worth Botanical Garden, Deborah Biggs-Moncrief Center: Redbud Hall

General Meeting Minutes  -  by Debbie Stilson

Continued on Page 17
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General Meeting Minutes  -  by Debbie Stilson

NICE:  Rozanna Francis brought the plant of 
the season, a fall obedient plant from Weston 
Gardens that is blooming now. Apparently, this 
is a bit early for that. It will go on the door priz-
es table along with the fact sheet. Shelley Borders 
has volunteered to be NICE chair person. Andrea 
Mitchell of the Trinity Forks Chapter has de-
signed and modified the new NICE Natives Im-
prove and Conserve Environments Logo until it 
was approved.

Newsletter: Karen Harden said that Troy  Mullens 
had requested articles and photos for the news-
letter. He submitted the March, April and June 
newsletters for the State Newsletter contest. 

Outreach: The board voted to donate $1,000.00 
to the NPSOT Fall Symposium this year.

Demonstration Gardens:  Josephine Keeney re-
ports a lot of watering going on at Molly Hollar 
to keep the plants alive. Knapp Heritage has some 
pretty beds and the boy scouts and girl scouts 
come out to help. River Legacy is starting to look 
good. Fielder House had an evening butterfly 
tour about 3 weeks ago and 53 people came out 
and Corinna got to call the numbers for raffling 
away 8 plants. The 20th Molly Hollar Plant Sale 
will be September 21, and a gift will be given to 
every customer. Vanessa said that there is a draw-
ing for laminated pamphlets for volunteers at the 
Southwest Sub Courthouse Garden. Dawn Han-
cock said the gardens were flooded this year and 
then evil actors, such as nut grass, cucumber vine 
and bindweed moved in. Gailon is experimenting 
with how to rid the garden on bindweed, because 
the master gardeners have been plagued by this 
plant and its spaghetti-like roots elsewhere. She 
removed native plants and is trying solarization 
over a large area versus chemicals in smaller ar-
eas. Volunteer days are the last Wednesday and 
second Saturday each month.

Communication: The flyer for the plant sale will 
be up on the website tomorrow. Molly Hollar 
and our chapter use the same plant gallery. If you 
click on a thumbnail, you will get more informa-
tion.

Education: Bill Freiheit reports that the Fall 
NLCP class schedule has been posted on Face-
book. After the first class has been taken, the 
others may be taken in any order. Each class tak-
en earns you a certificate.

New Business: The Fall Symposium will be in 
League City south of Houston and will focus on 
coastal prairies. 

The Trinity Forks Chapter has invited our chap-
ter members to their meeting on August 29 at 
TWU in Denton about Texas Nature Track-
ers: Discovering Populations & Documenting 
Change for Conservation.

The vote on the Revision of the Standing Rules 
has been postponed since Martha Mullens is 
not here.

Ann Knudsen said that Michael Smith, herpe-
tologist, will give the mini-class at the Molly 
Hollar Wildscape this Saturday. 

Tonight’s Program is Guest and Members Native 
Gardens by Vicki Kygar, Kim Conrow and Karen 
Harden.

Meeting adjourned at 7:08 p.m.

Continued from Page 16
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Officer Nominations  by Eric Johnson

Officer Elections are coming up. The nominating committee would like your recommendations for the 
positions of President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer. Please give this due consideration. 
Nominees will be announced at the September meeting and a vote will be taken in November.
To all of the members of North Central Chapter, NPSOT:  At our next general meeting, on Tuesday, 
September 3, we will be announcing the candidates to be elected to our board of directors in October.  
The elected officers are President,  Vice President,  Secretary, and Treasurer.  Please come to the meeting 
so you can meet and greet our nominees!  But there is more:  we will be opening the floor to nomina-
tions from our membership.  In the past, when we have done this, the room gets quiet, and we move 
on.  It would be great if this year, just once, someone would surprise us with an unexpected nomination, 
on the spot, from the floor.  Really, is that too much to ask?  It will be necessary to discuss this with any 
potential nominee, before the meeting.  That requirement is actually in our bylaws.

Standing Rules Revisions  by Martha Mullens

Revisions of Standing Rules for North Central Chapter of NPSOT

All members please review the revisions of the standing rules of NCC NPSOT that were emailed to you 
so that you can vote on them at the general meeting on Thursday, Sept 5.

August Hospitality Report  by Corinna  Benson

This month for Hospitality I would like to thank Karen Harden, Tracie Middleton and Vicky Brady for 
bringing snacks and anyone else who brought snacks. for the board meeting we have Ray Conrow, 
Debbie Stilson and Josephine Keeney for bringing snacks. In September we have Gina Huck, Kathy 
Livingston and Ginny Schmidt bringing snacks.

July State Board Meeting  by Kim Conrow
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My first Gulf Fritillaries !
by Karen Harden

Continued on Page20

Watering one day, I noticed a gulf fritillary bouncing around my Passiflora incarnata (commonly known 
as maypop). Not knowing that much about butterflies, I wondered what it was doing, then ignored it.  A 
few days later, watering again, I let out a shriek as I saw caterpillars crawling all over my passion vine, 18 in 
all.  Now I know that isn’t a lot, but to me at that point in time it was a million.  As you see, these were my 
first ever caterpillars!  I also realized what the gulf fritillary had been doing that day.  She was laying eggs.  

I marveled at the many different sizes, from teeny tiny specks to large ones.  Upon closer look at the leaves, 
I saw even more caterpillar eggs.  I then became concerned they wouldn’t have enough to eat. I only had 
one 2-year old vine and it wasn’t very big.  Well, being the hungry caterpillars they were, they ate the leaves 
till were none left.  

Over the course of 2-3 days I watched as six of them attached themselves to various spots on vines and 
the yard art.  They seemed to freeze in time before beginning their transformation.  After attaching them-
selves, they hung in “J” positions before finally changing into a chrysalis.  The next phase took about 12 
days before they extracted themselves from their casing.  I watched every day, but never witnessed one 
emerging. In the end all I found were the empty chrysalises.

What is this butterfly doing? Egg
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My first Gulf Fritillaries !
by Karen Harden

Munching away. Frozen in time attaching itself.

“J” hanging after attaching. Chrysalis.  Look closely and you can see the wings.
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Programs for August 2019 Social Media Drive
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August Program Review
by Ray Conrow

Our August program was entitled “Native Gardens of our Members” and featured three gardens described in pic-
tures and words by the gardeners who tend them:  Karen Harden’s mini pocket prairie restoration, Kim Conrow’s 
Iskandar garden, and Vicki Kygar’s pollinator pathway alleys.  Each one was unique, but all were linked by an 
abundance of native plant species, numbering in the dozens--many of them familiar to our members, others less 
frequently encountered but just as important.  Standing in stark contrast to the over-mowed monoculture lawn 
eco-disasters seen everywhere around us, all these native gardens afford beauty to the eye, life-sustaining habi-
tat to pollinators and myriad other creatures, and a positive example for the preservation and sustenance of our 
future environment!

September Program Preview
by Ray Conrow

Native Neighborhoods: Helping pollinators across Fort Worth by Michelle Villafranca,
Natural Resource Specialist, Fort Worth Nature Center & Refuge

 

Pollinators are losing habitat at an alarming rate but cities can mitigate the loss by encouraging residents to plant 
native pollinator plants at their home. Native Neighborhoods, a city of Fort Worth program, works to improve 
habitat one home at a time by providing five free native plants, a tree, and a water conservation kit to Fort Worth 
residents. Hosted at city community centers, our experts offer guidance on native plants and their pollinators, 
landscape design, planting, maintenance, and water conservation. Native Neighborhoods is a collaboration be-
tween the Fort Worth Nature Center & Refuge, City of Fort Worth Forestry and the Water Department.

BIO:
 

Michelle Villafranca is a Natural Resource Specialist at the Fort Worth Nature Center & Refuge (one of the 
largest city-owned nature centers in the United States), a 3,621 acre refuge with more than 20 miles of hiking 
trails. She is responsible for oversight of the Restoration Greenhouse & Seed Collection Program and restoration 
projects using plant material from the greenhouse. She oversees many natural resource projects with the help of 
volunteers including but not limited to invasive species control, trail maintenance, and establishing biological 
surveys to determine baseline data to monitor habitat restoration activities. She also organizes special events 
and provides public education opportunities. Michelle actively contributes to collaborative projects at other city 
parks and stormwater sites, as well as working with other organizations on regional projects and conferences.
 

Michelle started with the City of Fort Worth as a forester in 2004 where she organized tree-planting events 
and coordinated volunteer projects. Before the city, she worked for various conservation & land management 
agencies (US Forest Service, US Fish & Wildlife Service, National Park Service, The Nature Conservancy & an 
environmental consulting firm) as a biologist (bird and vegetation surveys, endangered species monitoring, and 
wildland firefighting).
 

Michelle is a state board member of Native Prairies Association of Texas, as well as serving as the Secretary of 
NPAT’s Fort Worth Chapter, of which she is a founding member. She has worked closely with TPWD, NPAT and 
volunteers to develop the Prairie Seekers Prairie Assessment and Mapping Program. She also aids in organizing 
state and national prairie conferences, including the 2014 State of the Prairie conference and the 2017 America’s 
Grasslands conference, both in Fort Worth. Michelle also serves as the North Texas Representative on the board 
of directors of the Texas Society for Ecological Restoration.

Continued on Page23
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September Program Preview
by Ray Conrow

Continued from Page 22

September Program Photographs
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If I were a Tree
by Erika Choffel

Continued on Page 25

If I were a tree, I would want to be a Comanche mark-
er tree. I would guide people to water, warn them 
of dangerous areas, show them the safest way to 
cross a deep river. I would gather the elders and 
children together so they can enjoy stories from 
each other. I would encourage peace between 
people, being a place to make a promise. I would 
improve the health of people by offering fruits and 
bark. My sturdy frame would be bent over, or my 
trunk scratched or wounded in order to fulfill my 
duties to the people around me. And after years 
of being hunched over, I would survive and send 
out branches that would grow straight and tall. I 
would have witnessed times of war and times of 
peace. I would protect people from hostile invad-
ers, and offer them cool shade in the heat of the 
Texas summer. I would drop my leaves each Fall 
so they could improve their food gardens. I would 
be with them in their celebrations of life and love, 
and when one of these people died, I would hold 
them close to me, and be a comfort to their sur-
viving friends and family. 
“A genuine marker tree is a rare find—only six 
of these natural and cultural treasures have been 
officially documented in Texas and recognized 
by the Comanche Nation.”1  One such tree is in 
 Irving, just minutes from my home! It is the Cal-
ifornia Crossing Comanche Marker Tree, which 
marked a low water crossing of the Trinity River. 
It was named such for gold seekers traveling from 
the East to California in the 1849 Gold Rush. This 
tree is about a mile North of Turkey Knob, a high 
point where Comanche could see for miles in the 
distance, used for surveillance and as a map. And 
where is Turkey Knob today? …the University of 
Dallas in Irving sits on it. 
 Comanche Tree Markers of Texas is a fas-
cinating book written by a partnership of three 
professionals. First, Steve Houser, an arborist, 
Master Gardener, Master Naturalist, and pre-
senter in the Master Gardener program, provides 
a biological explanation of the marker trees and 

environmental forces upon them. Second, Lin-
da Pelon, Professor of Anthropology and histo-
ry at McLennan Community College in Waco, 
recognized as an ambassador for the Comanche 
Nation, offers the reader some historical data to 
explain the purpose of such trees. And third, Jim-
my Arterberry, tribal historic preservation officer, 
author of Jimmy Arterberry, Paintings, shares the 
cultural significance of these majestic trees who 
“speak” to us of their history. 
 Some marker trees have many functions. 
They may identify a location, shaped to indicate a 
direction, a resource, or a service. They are most 
often oak, pine, elm, or cottonwood. Burial trees 
can serve as a healing source. There are also cere-
monial trees, medicinal trees, and treaty or coun-
cil trees, the most famous example in Texas, The 
Treaty Oak in Austin.  Steven F. Austin met with 
Comanche and Tonkawa tribes to negotiate the 
first boundary treaty with Texas.2  (In 1989, this 
beautiful tree was maliciously poisoned. Many 
Texans made financial donations for its recovery, 
including Ross Perot, who gave a blank check. Al-
though only a third of its original size, the Treaty 
Oak once again produced acorns a decade later.)
I was surprised to read that although counting 
tree rings of a fallen tree is the most accurate way 
to date a tree, there are plenty of factors that make 
the calculated date only an estimate. The tree ring 
growth model used by University of Arizona, 
University of Tennessee researchers & many pro-
fessionals is based on five primary factors:
-Age related growth trends of other neighboring 
trees
-Dendroclimatology, which is climate-related 
growth due to things such as water (drought or 
flood), temperature (rare Texas excessive heat 
or freezes). For example, a very early Spring can 
begin a growth ring, and if there is a late freeze, 
can slow the ring from growth, or cause a second 
Spring ring, resulting in one or two false rings.
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If I Were a Tree
by Erika Choffel

Continued from Page 24-
-Dendroecology, which is growth fluctuations 
due to local factors on the grove of trees such 
as pollution, exposed roots, insect damage or 
amount of shade
-Dendrochronolgy, which is growth fluctuations 
due to regional things like fires and earthquakes 
-and “error” evaluations due to “other” factors.
 For a tree to qualify as a Comanche mark-
er tree, it first must be in the correct age range. 
According to Arterberry, since the Comanche en-
tered Texas early in 1700s, and gained full control 
of the land by 1750. Since the last reference to free 
roaming Comanche was in 1871, a Marker Tree 
must be between 148 (2019 minus 1871) and 319 
(2019 minus 1730) years old. If a tree was dated 
as being only 100 years old, or more than 500, it 
could not be a true Comanche Marker tree. 3
 Once the age range is established as poten-
tially a marker tree, then the Comanche histori-
ans check on their history, most of it from oral 
tradition, to see if the tree could possibly qualify.  
A general site study of the area is done, alongside 
the historical weather patterns and cultural trends 
of the people. For example, a tree that appears 
bent, but has a bulge opposite the fallen side has 
probably just fallen over with the roots bulging 
the soil. If a tree is in a grove of other trees with 
bends in them in the direction of high water flow, 
then the bend is from environmental damage. If 
in a dense grove, a tree might have been hit by a 
neighboring falling tree. 
 Not all Marker Trees were manually al-
tered, but those that were, are bent or scarred. 
There were several methods to mark a tree; one 
of the most common was to bend the sapling 
by tying it down usually with a yucca rope.⁴  If 
marking a trail, the tree would be tied down in 
the direction of the trail. It is impressive that the 
Comanche knew so much about trees, knowing 
just how much to bend the young tree to avoid 
permanent damage. The scarring on the trunk 

also was not so deep or massive as to injure the 
tree to be susceptible to threat from insects or dis-
ease. The book has a great explanation of cambi-
um “straws” that bent. 
 At 186 pages, this book has rich details on 
the research and status of these six marker trees 
of Texas, with more trees to investigate as poten-
tial marker trees. Anyone wanting to know more 
on this topic should read this book, and any of the 
22 references listed in the back. 

Photos by Erika Choffel, of the California Cross-
ing Tree. Just over the guard rail in distance is the 
Trinity River.

 The California Crossing tree is just south-
east of the Texas National Guard Armory, 

Continued on Page 26
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If I Were a Tree
by Erika Choffel

Continued from Page 25

near the corner of Luna Road and California 
Crossing in Irving. The large military tank outside 
the building seems to stand guard over the bent 
native pecan tree (Carya illinoensis). The exposed 
part of the trunk to the point where it bends and 
touches the ground is 25 feet, with an estimated 
additional 10 feet of trunk buried under the soil, 
presumably from water in this low lying ground.
 A second Comanche marker tree in Irving 
is easily accessible from Riverside Drive’s Bird’s 
Fort Trail parking lot on the Campion Trail bike 
path. This Bur Oak grows along the ground for 
15 feet before reaching up. The tree picks up the 
ancient Bird’s Fort Trail signaled by the California 
Crossing tree on the other side of the Elm Fork. 
Sadly, though, possibly from nearby building con-

struction or several years of excessive and pro-
longed flooding, the Spring buds appear frozen in 
time, with no green anywhere to be found. ⁵
  

Photos are by Erika Choffel, of the Bird’s Fort 
 Comanche Marker Tree, Irving, TX.

1 From the inside flap of Comanche Marker 
Trees of Texas, by Steve Houser, Linda Pelon, 
and  Jimmy Arterberry; published   2016 by Texas 
A&M  University Press. 
2 https://texashillcountry.com/occultist-poi-
soned-texas-treaty-oak/
3 Comanche Marker Trees of Texas, p. 25
4 Comanche Marker Trees of Texas, p. 5
5 https://texashighways.com/culture/histo-
ry/if-these-trees-could-talk-comanche-indian-
marker-trees-texas/  From the Nov 2017 issue.

https://texashillcountry.com/occultist-poisoned-texas-treaty-oak/
https://texashillcountry.com/occultist-poisoned-texas-treaty-oak/
https://texashighways.com/culture/history/if-these-trees-could-talk-comanche-indian-marker-trees-texas/
https://texashighways.com/culture/history/if-these-trees-could-talk-comanche-indian-marker-trees-texas/
https://texashighways.com/culture/history/if-these-trees-could-talk-comanche-indian-marker-trees-texas/
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Parting Shots - Last Minute News & Views of the Editors 
by Troy & Martha Mullens 

 Two field trips have been proposed for fall 2019.  Clear Creek Park is near Denton, TX.  It has 
several good trails for walking, and it includes the junction of Clear Creek with the Elm Fork of the 
Trinity River.  There is also a pond.  The second field trip under consideration is a visit to Oliver Nature 
Park in Mansfield.  We visited this park in the spring,  and it was spectacular, but we only saw half of 
the 80 acre park.  Suzette Rogers, who belongs to NCC NPSOT, and lives in the area, met us there and 
helped to identify the plants we found.
 If you have any interest in either of these field trips, please let me know at the next NPSOT meet-
ing in Fort Worth.  Also, if there is a particular date you might prefer, go ahead and mention this and we 
will try to comply.

Fall Field Trips
By Eric Johnson

Symposium raffle quilt
By Kim Conrow

2019 Symposium Raffle Quilt made by Chapter 
member Tricia Hopkins.   The raffle supports our 
Grants and Scholarship program.  Every year the 
Society VP Education chairs a committee to review 
undergraduate and graduate applications from 
students who study in the field of Texas native 
plants.  The students who are selected receive $2,500 
each.    

We also have a silent auction at the fall symposium 
that supports this program. Please consider pro-
viding high quality items for the silent auction.  If 
you are not attending the symposium try to contact 
someone in your chapter to help arrange transport 
for your contribution to the Grants and Scholarship 
program.  
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Parting Shots Page 2 - Last Minute News  & Views by the Editors 
by Troy & Martha Mullens 

Fees for Fort Worth Botanic Garden
Just a reminder that as of July 19, 2019, there will be a fee to enter Fort Worth Botanic Gardens. This fee does not 
apply to attendance at meetings, such as NCC NPSOT or Master Naturalist’s. The regular admission is $12 for 
persons age 16 and older, $10 for seniors 65 and older. $6 for children 6-15. No charge for children 5 and under. 
$1 for adult SNAP/SIC recipients and no charge for their kids under age 15. Yearly memberships are $50 for 
individuals and $80 for families. There are many programs that offer free admission under certain circumstances, 
such as active military are free between Memorial and Labor Day, and local students may enter free from 3-6 PM 
if they are Fort Worth residents.

The money collected in fees will be used for repairs, especially to the conservatory which was closed in 2016. 
Restoration will allow the return of such programs as Butterflies in the Garden in late February 2020.

Other planned maintenance and repairs will include upgrading of greenhouse service, renovation The Gardens 
restaurant and restoration of its adjacent fragrance garden with increased color plants. Also planned, is a new, 
open-air electric tram service to transport patrons throughout the gardens.

Fort Worth will now join most of the nation’s largest cities in charging admission to its botanical gardens and 
conservatory.

 Ray Conrow adds:
The Botanic Gardens now charges for admission during normal operating hours.  However, admission will not 
be charged for our general meetings.  The Gardens will close for regular public events at 6:00 and a security 
guard will be stationed at the main (clock) entrance off University. The north entrance off Trail Drive will be 
locked. Tell the guard you are there to attend the NPSOT meeting. Park where you usually do and enjoy!

Three of our NCC members,
Denise Carter, Corinna Benson and Tracie Middleton 
all got the shirt of the day memo.

A black and yellow garden spider (argiope) using 
my skeleton-leaf golden eye as a base for its web.
I have had several of these this summer enjoying 
my back yard.  By Dagmar Higgens
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Parting Shots Page 3 - Last Minute News & Views by the Editors 
by Troy & Martha Mullens 

Garden Photos
By Kim Conrow

Eustoma exaltatum, Gentianaceae (Gentian Family), Fort Worth prairie August 9, 2019
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Parting Shots Page 4 - Last Minute News & Views by the Editors 
by Troy & Martha Mullens 

Prairie Remenant
By Suzanne Tuttle

With our native prairie rapidly disappearing it's always a joy to find a remnant in an unex-
pected place. While driving south on FM 730 between Azle and Weatherford in June 2016 
I discovered this beautiful colony of white compassplant (Silphium albiflorum) flowering ro-
bustly on the highway right-of-way. It was apparently growing on a slope too steep to easily 
mow.

S. albiflorum is an increasingly rare remnant prairie indicator for our local prairies so finding 
it provided me with a brief glimpse of a lost landscape. I'm happy I was able to capture these 
photos and log this sighting on iNaturalist to commit this colony to memory.
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Parting Shots Page 5 - Last Minute News & Views by the Editors 
by Troy & Martha Mullens 

League City Photos
By Kim Conrow

Bird blind

Sites from League City 1 (Location of the fall 2019 symposium)

This is the hotel from this bird blind.  The blind is on one of the field trips, Dudney 
Clear Creek Nature Center.   Bird watching should be great that time of year.
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Parting Shots Page 6 - Last Minute News & Views by the Editors 
by Troy & Martha Mullens 

Odds & Ends
By Troy Mullens

Last Minute News Flash
The official announcement and presentation has not been made yet, but the 
word on the street is, your North Central Chapter of the Native Plant Society 
of Texas Newsletter has been selected as best newsletter in the state of Texas by 
NPSOT.

A guide to distinguishing Texas cedar trees (Juniperus species)

If you are a Texan, you’re likely to be familiar with at least one cedar tree species. What we 
call “cedars” here in Texas are actually members of the juniper genus (Juniperus spp.). If 
you find yourself wondering “what cedar species is this?”, here is a link to a simple guide 
to Texas cedars.

https://perennialecology.wordpress.com/2019/08/03/a-guide-to-distinguishing-texas-cedar-trees-ju-
niperus-species/?fbclid=IwAR1p2D2Vdnk0kam2KfomMHBsB-wVHTs99NKQ5NFSm_Tj6ois_J6Vx-
Oodbf4

Microbes in flowers are crucial to bee diets, 
and microbiome changes could be starving the insects

Ask an entomologist what makes a bee a bee, and you’ll likely get some 
version of “bees are just wasps that went vegetarian.” New research 
shows that isn’t true. Bees are actually omnivores, and their meat is mi-
crobes. This finding may open a new window on why bees are in trou-
ble: Anything that disrupts the microbial community in a bee’s food, 
whether it is high heat linked to climate change, fungicides or another 
stressor, could be causing developing bees to starve.

Link to article:
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/surprise-bees-need-meat/

https://perennialecology.wordpress.com/2019/08/03/a-guide-to-distinguishing-texas-cedar-trees-juniperus-species/?fbclid=IwAR1p2D2Vdnk0kam2KfomMHBsB-wVHTs99NKQ5NFSm_Tj6ois_J6VxOodbf4
https://perennialecology.wordpress.com/2019/08/03/a-guide-to-distinguishing-texas-cedar-trees-juniperus-species/?fbclid=IwAR1p2D2Vdnk0kam2KfomMHBsB-wVHTs99NKQ5NFSm_Tj6ois_J6VxOodbf4
https://perennialecology.wordpress.com/2019/08/03/a-guide-to-distinguishing-texas-cedar-trees-juniperus-species/?fbclid=IwAR1p2D2Vdnk0kam2KfomMHBsB-wVHTs99NKQ5NFSm_Tj6ois_J6VxOodbf4
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/surprise-bees-need-meat/
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Parting Shots Page 7 - Last Minute News & Views by the Editors 
by Troy & Martha Mullens 

2019 Date Name Title of Presentation

February 7 Suzanne Tuttle
Fort Worth Nature Center 
(Retired)

Winter Deciduous Woody Plant 
Identification

March 7 Denis Benjamin
BRIT

Ethnomycology: Mushrooms and 
Human Culture

April 4 Megan Davis McConnell Monarch Stewardship in Parker 
County

May 2 Cameron Barlow, 
Montana Williams
BRIT

The Pollinator Pathway Project

June 6 Michael Eason
NPSOT Big Bend Chapter

Flora of the Chihuahuan Desert

August 1 Karen Harden
Kim Conrow
Vicki Kygar

Native Gardens of our 
Members

September 5 Michelle Villafranca
Fort Worth Nature Center

Native Neighborhoods:  Helping 
Pollinators across Fort Worth

October 10
DATE CHANGED—
Second Thursday this month

Show and Tell and Trade! 
Native Plant Exchange

Bring a Texas Native Plant to 
exchange for another. FUN!!!

November 7 Kevin Sloan—UTA,
Landscape Architect

“Rewilding” for Environmental 
Design 

December 5 Holiday Social Pot Luck Dinner, Awards and 
Introduction of New Officers. 
FUN!!!

Updated Programs
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This is meant to be a starter list only and by no means is inclusive of all the wonderful native plants 
that can be in a pollinator garden. Ask your local NPSOT Chapter (npsot.org) or native nursery’s 
staff for advice on other choices for your pollinator garden. 

Small Trees: Desert Willow (Chilopsis linearis), Goldenball Leadtree 
(Leucaena retusa), Eve’s Necklace (Styphnolobium affine), Yaupon Holly   
(Ilex vomitoria), American Smoke Tree (Cotinus obovatus)

Bushes/shrubs: Texas Lantana (Lantana urticoides), Turkscap 
(Malvaviscus drummondii), Autumn sage (Salvia greggii), Cenizo 
(Leucophyllum frutescens), Flame acanthus (Anisacanthus quadrifidus),   

Rock Rose (Pavonia lasiopetala), Kidneywood (Eysenhardtia texana)

Milkweeds: larval host plants for Monarch and Queen butterflies.                                              
Butterflyweed (Asclepias tuberosa), Antelope horns (Asclepias asperula),                                                        
Zizotes (Asclepias oenotheroides), Green Milkweed (Asclepias viridis) 

Others: Mealy Blue Sage (Salvia farinacea), Gregg’s Mistflower (Conoclinium greggii), Winecup 
(Callirhoe involuncrata), Four-nerve daisy (Tetranuris scaposa), Zexmenia (Wedelia hispida), 
Gayfeathers (Liatris spp.), Goldenrod (Solidago spp.), Maximillian sunflower (Helianthus 
maximiliani), Fall blooming asters (Symphyotrichum oblongifolium), Purple coneflower (Echinacea 
spp.), Pitcher sage (Salvia azurea) , Scarlet sage (S. coccinea), Frostweed (Verbesina virginica), White 
mistflower (Ageratina havanensis), Gaillardia (Gaillardia spp.), Little Bluestem grass (Schizachyrium 
scoparium), Sideoats grama grass (Bouteloua curtipendula), Blue Muhly grass (Muhlenbergia 
lindheimeri), Inland Sea Oats (Chasmanthium latifolium)

NPSOT mission: Promoting research, conservation and utilization of native plants 
and plant habitats of Texas through education, outreach and example. (npsot.org)

For information on plant bloom times, sizes, water needs and more go to the        
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center’s native plant data base.  wildflower.org  

The following sources have more information on pollinators.

Xerces - protecting invertebrates and their habitats.  https://xerces.org 
Audubon - protects birds and the places they need, today and tomorrow. http://www.audubon.org 
NABA - North American Butterfly Association  http://www.naba.org 
Monarch Joint Venture - Partnering to conserve the monarch butterfly migration.   
https://monarchjointventure.org 

All photos copyright: K. Conrow 2017  

Short List of Plants             
for a                                              

North Central Texas                                                      
Pollinator Garden 
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The Pollinator Pledge  -  by the Xerces Society 
Reported by Troy Mullens

The pollinator protection pledge is part of the Xerces Society’s Bring Back the Pollinators campaign. This cam-
paign is based on four simple principles: grow pollinator-friendly flowers, provide nest sites, avoid pesticides, 
and spread the word.

You can join this campaign. With these core values, pollinator conservation can be adapted to any location, 
whether you tend an urban community garden or a suburban yard, work in a city park or on a farm.

If you register a garden or landscape in the United States, it will also become a part of the Million Pollinator Gar-
den Challenge, an initiative of the National Pollinator Garden Network.

We make the commitment to you that we will work every day to protect pollinators and their habitat. Will you 
make a similar commitment to the pollinators?

  To Bring Back the Pollinators, I will:
 1. Grow a variety of bee-friendly flowers that bloom from spring through fall.
 2. Protect and provide bee nests and caterpillar host plants.
 3. Avoid using pesticides, especially insecticides.
 4. Talk to my neighbors about the importance of pollinators and their habitat.

Sign the Pollinator Protection Pledge Today! https://xerces.org/pollinatorprotectionpledge/

https://xerces.org/pollinatorprotectionpledge/
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The Half-Earth Pledge  -  by E. O. Wilson 
Reported by Troy Mullens

Take the Half-Earth Pledge!
“We ourselves are part of the living world and the only species with the intelligence 
and thereby the moral responsibility to serve as its caring steward.” —E.O. Wilson

Species are the foundation of a healthy planet. Today, species are going extinct at an 
alarming rate. Introduced by acclaimed biologist and naturalist E.O. Wilson, Half-
Earth offers a solution to the global species extinction crisis: conserve half the Earth’s 
lands and seas for nature, and ensure the long-term health of our shared planet.
Each action, each conservation project, each species saved is an achievement on the 
path to this grand goal.

The Pledge: As a global citizen, I pledge to do what I can to support the Half-Earth 
Project:

 • Take action to support species conservation; start by exploring the Half-
Earth Map conservation priorities areas, as well as information about my home and 
other areas of interest to me.
 • Share information about the Half-Earth Project with my network; ask 
friends and family to join me by signing the Half-Earth Pledge; share my pledge with 
my social media followers.
 • Participate in local conservation events; attend a Bioblitz or join a nature 
group in my area; use the iNaturalist app and upload species observations on my 
travels in nature.
 • Support policies that protect the Earth’s lands and oceans; keep up-to-
date on local policies; contact your representatives and share your thoughts and 
opinions on policies, because each policy action plays a role in reaching the grand, 
achievable Half-Earth goal.

Together, we can protect half the Earth for biodiversity to ensure that species and 
people have the space they need to thrive together, today and for future generations.
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October 10 Program
(note new program date)

Show & tell & trade
Native Plant Exchange

Visit us on the Web
at

www.txnativeplants.org

The purpose of the Native Plant Society of Texas is to
promote the conservation, research, and utilization of the

native plants and plant habitats of Texas through
education, outreach, and example.

Join the Native Plant Society of Texas!

Become a member of the Native Plant Society of Texas. Membership is open to any individual, 
family, or organization. Membership is renewable annually and extends for a year from the 
date we receive your original payment. Note new prices effective April 1, 2019. If you wish to 
join, please indicate your category of membership, then clip and mail this application with the 
appropriate remittance to:

Native Plant Society of Texas
PO Box 3017, Fredericksburg, TX 78624

___ Student   $35   ___ Family (2 or more)  $60
___ Senior (65+)  $35   ___ Patron    $100
___ Limited Income  $35   ___ Benefactor   $250
___ Individual  $45   ___ Supporting   $500
___ Lifetime   $1200  ___ Additional Chapter(s) $6
Name: ________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: _________________________________________________
County: ______________________________________________________
Phone: _______________________________________________________
Chapter Affiliation: _____North Central Chapter_____________________
E-mail: _______________________________________________________
 Go to  https://npsot.org/wp/join-renew/  for an on-line sign-up form  
 or for additional information. A printable form is also available there.

The North Central Texas
NPSOT News

is a monthly publication of
the North Central Chapter
of the Native Plant Society
of Texas.

For changes of address or
information about contribut-
ing to the newsletter, please
contact the newsletter editor.
The deadline for submitting
articles for inclusion in the
newsletter is the 15th of every
preceding month.

Troy Mullens, Editor
media@txnativeplants.org

Newsletter Requirements
1. All submissions due by the 15th of the 
preceding month. Exceptions are at the 
discretion of the Editor.
2. Articles (text) should preferably be in 
plain text form. (No pdf ’s). Any special 
formatting requirements should be noted.
3. Photographs & charts should be sent 
separately as large as possible. Location 
within the article should be noted. Please 
include a caption with each photograph 
and note any individual names of people.

http://www.txnativeplants.org
https://npsot.org/wp/join-renew/
mailto:media@txnativeplants.org

