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"Visit us at
ncnpsot.org and
www.txnativeplants.org"

March Meeting

Thursday, March 1, 2018,
6:30 pm
Orchid-Iris Room
Deborah Beggs Moncrief
Garden Center

Fort Worth Botanic Garden

March 1 Program
“A Botanical Waltz Across Texas
Biological Crossroads and Floral Wonders
of the Lone Star State”
by Barney L. Lipscomb (Bio, page 4)
Due to its size and geological features, Texas is a vast and diverse
landscape resembling much of the U.S. A major biological crossroads of America, it has a variety of land forms and habitats with a
diverse flora and fauna.
Expanded Program Description
with photos continued on Page 25.
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News Flash
********************

Winter got you down?
It’s less than a
month until Spring.
(March 20, 11:15 AM, CDT)

What wildflower are
you looking for first?

©2017 Troy & Martha Mullens

Chapter Leaders
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The President’s Corner - March 2018

Kim Conrow

“Beauty is in the Eye of the Beholder”
From our Chapter By-laws: The purpose and mission of the North Central Chapter shall be to promote understanding, preservation, utilization and enjoyment of the native flora and plant habitats of
Texas, especially of the North Central area, through educational programs, community projects, field
trips, outreach, and example.
As we work in support of our mission, our understanding deepens.
Our perception of how plants are used in landscaping, what is happening in an open field, what is beautiful and healthy in the environment,
all change. In planting a native landscape or preserving a habitat, we
know that act encourages life. We know that pollinators, insects and
birds, depend on a healthy environment to survive. The trained eye
sees something quite different than the untrained one. Trained eyes
see in the fall leaf litter the promise of spring insects that will feed
baby birds. Beauty is in the eye of the beholder. The knowledgeable
Waiting to be fed
beholder looks beneath the surface and sees more complex beauty.
Knowledge and understanding can create joy, like when we see a Monarch larva eating milkweed in the
spring or when we see a Monarch butterfly drinking nectar from a flower in the fall. Sometimes, though,
it seems like a burden to understand things. Sometimes we face unpleasant situations or circumstances
that call for action we’d rather not be faced with. Promoting understanding can be a hard taskmaster.
In the heart of our own home, something has happened that hurts my eyes. The Botanic Garden has removed
native plants and planted Asian jasmine, a plant considered invasive by many, in the large north-side expanse of
driveway coming up to the Garden Center. This was done in response to calls complaining about the native

plants. The gardeners wanted to appease the complainers, so it was decided that a low-growing look
would make the public happy. It is understandable that a low growing profile of plants might be a better
fit for that entry area than the taller native grasses that were there before. There are natives that would
fit the low profile, provide more beauty, be life sustaining and be easy to maintain. Instead of choosing
native plants that would satisfy that concept they reverted to old ideas and used an exotic. The Asian
jasmine is not established yet.
We can make a difference if we politely and respectfully call and voice our concerns. When you contact the Garden please be sure to offer your thoughts on what native plants could be used instead. Let
your knowledge and mind’s eye guide you.
The general public sees something in a public garden and thinks that is the way it should be. If they see
exotic, potentially invasive monocultures, they think that is what the professionals do, so that must be
right! Then they copy that at home and make rules to have that kind of landscaping in their HOAs and
want their developers to put in that kind of landscaping in their new developments and so on.
Our ideas in the NPSOT of beauty in landscaping are deeper than the surface. We believe in NICE!,
Natives Instead of Common Exotics. We see the beauty in the leaf litter and it is our responsibility to
teach others, in a kind way, to also see that beauty and to emulate it in their own spheres of influence.
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Barney L. Lipscomb

Short Biographical Sketch of Barney L. Lipscomb
Dorothea L. Leonhardt Chair of Texas Botany
Botanical Research Institute of Texas, Fort Worth, Texas
Barney L. Lipscomb, editor, author, writer, public speaker, and researcher, is
the Leonhardt Chair of Texas Botany at the Botanical Research Institute of Texas.
He is from Temple, Oklahoma. He attended Temple High School (1968); Cameron
University, Lawton, Oklahoma (B.S Biology, 1973); and the University of Arkansas,
Fayetteville (M.S. Botany, 1976).
He began his career in 1975 at Southern Methodist University (SMU) in Dallas Texas as the
herbarium botanist. Soon after his arrival at SMU, he became assistant editor of a botanical
journal Sida, now called Journal of the Botanical Research Institute of Texas. Barney is
presently working at the Botanical Research Institute of Texas (BRIT) in Fort Worth, and was
appointed the Dorothea L. Leonhardt Chair of Texas Botany in February 2001. He is now
Director of BRIT’s scientific press.
Mr. Lipscomb is one of the co-authors of the “Illustrated Flora of North Central Texas”
(1999), a 1640 page, fully illustrated, comprehensive guide to a large portion of the diverse plant
life of Texas. Lipscomb is also a co-author of a three-volume flora, the “Illustrated Flora of East
Texas.” [Vol. 1, 2006, 1612 pp]. He is co-author of the 392 page, Ferns and Lycophytes of Texas
(Feb 2014). In addition, he has authored another 30 scientific publications.
Barney has an interest and expert knowledge of poisonous plants, and has given many
lectures and talks on the subject; he serves on the board for the North Texas Poison Center, as a
member of the board of consultants. He enjoys teaching about botany at schools and being
called “Barney the Botanist.” Barney also has an interest in forensic botany, and has provided
expertise and assistance in several criminal cases. Mr. Lipscomb has appeared in many
newspaper, radio, and television pieces on botany. In summary, Mr. Lipscomb has lectured,
demonstrated, guided, taught, trained, educated, explained, and described plants and botanical
science to just about every conceivable nonscientist and scientists alike.
From pre-kindergarten to retired individuals to colleagues, Barney Lipscomb has shared
his enthusiasm and passion for plants through personal contact with thousands of individuals.
In 2010, he received the American Society of Plant Taxonomists’ Peter Raven Award for
exceptional outreach activities that advance the public’s understanding of plant systematic work
and its value to society.
Barney Lipscomb, M.S.
Leonhardt Chair of Texas Botany
Botanical Research Institute of Texas
1700 University Dr.
Fort Worth, TX 76107-3400, USA
817-332-7432; 817-332-4112 fax
Email: barney@brit.org; www.brit.org
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Flower of the Month for March
Golden Groundsel

Story and Photographs by Josephine Keeney
Packera obovata, Asteraceae (Aster Family)
This lovely perennial groundcover forms a rosette of oval
leaves and blooms in late February and into early Spring.
It can colonize a large area and can make a lovely ground
cover. It prefers moist shade or semi-shade remaining green
most of the year. The bloom stalk is about twelve inches
tall topped with a cluster of yellow daisy-like flowers that
announce the arrival of Spring and provide early nectar for
bees and butterflies. Propagation by seed is rather slow but
the little rosettes spread by runners and are very easy to
transplant.This is a very charming plant that deserves a
special place in the landscape.
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Some Winter Photos
2017-2018

Green moss in winter is a welcome sight, photo by Troy Mullens

little bluestem still has a distinctive color, Photo by Kim Conrow
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Activities for March, Spring and Beyond
(Other than NPSOT)
by Martha Mullens
			

BRIT

		Free Seminars:

Yard Smart Seminars
		Free Hosted by Fort Worth Water Department &
Texas AgriLife Extension Service Seminars are held at BRIT from 6-8PM on Thursdays.
Registration required. fortworthtexas.gov/yardsmart
March 1
April 5
May 3		
June 7		
August 2
Sept. 6
Oct. 4		
Nov. 1

Rainwater Harvesting
Water-Saving: Top 100 Plants for North Texas
ULandscapelt
Drip Irrigation
Water U Doing? Water Efficient Sprinklers
Grow Your Own Vegetables
Texas Trees
Composting

Saturday,
		
		
		

March 3
Botanical Garden - Lecture Hall, 8 AM-2 PM
Birds, Bees & Butterflies: Landscape Design; Shade Gardening; Garden Tour
Free & No pre-registration required
More information on fortworthtexas.gov

		
Prairie Seekers Training, Tarrant County Resource Connection
			Citizen Science program
			1800 Circle Drive, Ft. Worth
			
9am-3pm, Friday, March 30

Events
Continued on Page 8
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Activities for March, Spring and Beyond
(Other than NPSOT)
by Martha Mullens
<Continued from page 7>
Other Events:
Friday, March 2		
Saturday, March 3		
Friday, March 9		
Saturday, March 10		
March 7-28			
Sunday, March 11
Monday, March 12
Sat, March 17		
Sat, April 21			
				

MARCH
Stella Rowan Prairie Trash Bash 9:30-11:30 AM
Marshall Grain: Garden after Dark, Grapevine 11AM
Bats in the Garden FWBG 6:30 PM
Bats in the Garden 10:00 AM FWBG Lecture Hall
Container/Raised Bed Gardening Highland Hills Garden
Bats in the Garden 3:30 & 5:30 PM FWBG Lecture Hall
Bats in the Garden 2:30 & 3:30 PM FWBG Lecture Hall
Bob Jones Nature Center, Ecology of North Tex. 1-2:30 pm
Bob Jones Nature Center, Spring Pollinators, 1-2:30 pm

APRIL
April 4-25 		
Container/Raised Bed Gardening Highland Hills Garden
Saturday, April 7		
Backyard Sanctuaries 1-2:30 PM FWNCR $5 fee
Saturday, April 14		
Cross timbers NPSOT Plant Sale/Weatherford Blooms Festival
Saturday,April 14		
Heard Nat. Science Museum McKinney Plant Sale
Sunday, April 15		
Earth Day, River Legacy Park
Wednesday, April 18
People and Planet (Earth Day) UTA
Saturday, April 21 		
Earth Day Canoe tour FWNCR 9-11:30 AM$20 fee
Saturday, April 21 		
Emerging Insects FWNCR 1-2:30 PM $5 fee for nonmembers
Saturday, April 21		
Plant Sale, Fielder House by Arlington Garden Club
April 27-30			
iNaturalist City Challenge 2018
				(details on website txnativeplants.org)
May 2-30			
Saturday, May 12		

MAY
Container/Raised Bed Gardening Highland Hills Garden
Buffalo Boogie FWNCR 8 AM Register now

Saturday, Sept. 15 		
Saturday, Sept. 22		

AUTUMN
Native Landscape Certification Program
Molly Hollar Wildscape Greenhouse Plant Sale
Activities
Continued on Page 9
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NPSOT Activities
by Martha Mullens
<Continued from page 8>
NORTH CENTRAL CHAPTER of NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY of TEXAS
Plant Sales
May 5 & September 29 10:00 AM-2:00 PM
River Legacy Park, Elm Grove Pavilion, Green Oaks Blvd, Arlington
All members may contribute plants to the sale. Any amount will be appreciated. Rebates for
expenses are furnished. Plants should be placed in the sale container at least 6 weeks before the
sale. More information is on the website. Gallon has several hundred gallon pots available for
free.
Spring Field Trip
May 12 Comanche Peak Nature Trail (see page 23 for field trip(s) information)
North Central Chapter of Native Plant Society of Texas Board Meetings
Board Meetings open to members of NCNPSOT
6:30 PM, F W Botanic Garden
March 27 , April 24 , May 22 , June-none , July 24 , August 28 ,
September 25 , October 23 , November 27 , December-none
March 1
April 5
		
May 3		
June 7		
July		
August 2
Sept. 6
Oct. 4		
Nov. 1		
Dec. 6		

Programs for General Meetings:
A Botanical Waltz across Texas		
Barney Lipscomb BRIT
Integrating Natural Systems
into Land Planning 			
Jonathan Ogren
Title TBA 					
Dan Caudle BRIT
Emerald Ash Borer				
Starr Krothtinger
No Meeting
Native Gardens of Our Members
Title TBA					
Taylor Quedensley BRIT
Plant Swap
Foraging Wild Plants in Texas		
Troy Mullens
Holiday Social & Pot Luck Dinner
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Volunteer Activities for Spring 2018
by Martha Mullens
Volunteer at our Demonstration Gardens
Fielder House Butterfly Garden Mondays 12:30-3 in January & February, 9-12 in March
1616 W Abram St, Arlington Leaders: Josephine Keeney, Jane Osterhuis, Charlie Amos
Mondays: March 5, 12, 19, 26		
April 2, 9, 16 ,23, 30 May 7, 14, 21, 28
Molly Hollar Wildscape 9:00AM-noon every Wed & 1st Saturday
Veterans Park, Arlington
Leader: Ann Knudsen
1st Sat: March 3				
April 7			
Wed.: March 7, 14, 21, 28			
April 4, 11, 18, 25		

May 5
May 2, 9, 16, 23, 30

SW Regional Library at Hulen
9:00AM-noon 2nd & 4th Thursday
4001 Library Ln, Fort Worth Leaders: Theresa Thomas, Char McMorrow
2nd Thurs.: March 8 April 12 May 10
4th Thurs.:		
March 22 April 19
SW Tarrant Co. Sub Courthouse 9:00-11:00AM
6551 Granbury Rd, Fort Worth Leaders: Gailon Hardin, Dawn Hancock
2nd Sat.:
March 10 April 14
May 12
last Wed.:
March 31

May 17

April 25

May 30

Volunteer at BRIT
1700 University Dr, Fort Worth 76107
Director of Volunteers: jdonovan@brit.org
Herbarium trehman@brit.org
Education kwhitlock@brit.org
Library LVenhaus@brit.org
Volunteer at River Legacy Park
Arlington 817-860-6752 ext. 109
Volunteer Manager: Sherrie Ripple Opportunities on website: riverlegacy.org
Volunteer at the Fort Worth Nature Center & Refuge
9601 Fossil Ridge Rd, Fort Worth 76135
Volunteer Coordinator: Laura Veloz fwnc.org 817-392-7410
Volunteer Positions: Docent, Outdoor Conservationist (Natural Guard). Restoration Greenhouse,
Visitor Center Host, Special Events, Animal Care
Volunteer at White Settlement Monarch Waystation
Leaders: Sandy Fountain, Merita Knapp 8-11:00 AM 3rd Sat.:

March 17 April 21 May 19

Volunteer at the Knapp Heritage Park Pollinator Garden
Arlington
201 West Front Street
Starting in March:
1st Monday 9:00-12:00
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February Program Summary
by Ray Conrow

Our speaker for February’s meeting was Steven Chamblee, Horticulturist at Chandor Gardens
in Weatherford. His presentation, titled “Peace, Love and Milagros [Miracles],” was an
entertaining, eclectic ramble through Steven’s long career in horticulture. Stops along the way
included early landscaping work, travel, renowned gardens especially Longwood Gardens in
Pennsylvania, a long and sometimes hilarious tenure at the Fort Worth Botanic Gardens, and the
remarkable history of Chandor Gardens. Steven finished with some touching human-interest
stories that featured gardens as places of contemplation, healing and renewal.

The puzzle continues......
(last newsletter)
Did you identify this
wildflower
by it’s Winter
seed stalks and seeds?
Less than 1 foot tall.
A photo of the flower
may be found on page 15.
Can you identify it from
the flower photo?
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NICE! Plant of the Season
Written by Dr. Becca Dickstein

Gulf Coast Penstemon, Penstemon tenuis:

Spring flowering perennial

Description: Gulf Coast Penstemon, Penstemon tenuis, is also
known as Brazos Penstemon, Brazos Beardtongue, Sharpsepal
Beardtongue, Gulf Penstemon and Gulf Beardtongue. It is native
to southeastern and East Texas. Gulf Coast Penstemon’s foliage
is usually up to 12 in. wide and 12 in. tall, but in the spring
with flower spikes, it can be as tall as 30 in. Its tapering leaves
are usually 3-6 in. long and medium green; in North Texas, it is
usually evergreen.

Photos courtesy of Marilyn Blanton.

Flowers and Seeds: Gulf Coast Penstemon’s light purple flowers appear in mid to late spring. Although the
flowers are small, there are many of them, usually on multiple flower spikes, giving the appearance of a cloud
of blooms that last for several weeks. Sometimes Gulf Coast Penstemon flowers again in the fall, although the
blooms are more limited. Flowering is followed by attractive, tough 0.5 in. seed capsules containing many small
seeds that stay on the plant through the winter, unless cut off.
Planting sites: Partial shade is best for Gulf Coast Penstemon, although it will tolerate full sun. It prefers moist
soils and grows well in both moderately acidic and alkaline conditions. It will do well in seasonal poor drainage.
Watering Instructions: Although Gulf Coast Penstemon is quite tolerant of dry conditions, it may be watered
during extreme drought.
Comments: Gulf Coast Penstemon is usually grown for its showy, lavender-purple flowers. During blooming, it
serves as a nectar source for bees, insects and butterflies and it attracts hummingbirds. Gulf Coast Penstemon’s
flowers are fairly long-lasting in bouquets, making it a good plant for a cutting garden. It self-seeds prolifically
and after several years, plants can form a thick mat that can serve as ground cover. To avoid having Gulf Coast
Penstemon seed out prolifically, cut the flower stalks after blooming. This may also promote a further round of
blooming. Companion plants with a similar flowering time include Hinckley Columbine (Aquilegia chrysantha
var. hinckleyana) and Golden Groundsel (Packera obovate). Consider planting Gulf Coast Penstemon instead of
exotic perennials like Coral Bells (Heuchera spp.), Bugleweed (Ajuga spp.), Dianthus and non-native Coreopsis
species.

Look for the NICE! Plant of the Season signs and information sheets on your next visit to a participating North
Texas nursery. Thank you for using native plants in your landscapes.

North Central Chapter, Native Plant Society of Texas Meetings are the 1st Thursdays in Feb thru Jun, Aug thru
Dec @ Ft. Worth Botanic Gardens, Deborah Beggs Moncrief Garden Center. Orchid Room, 7:00 p.m..
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General Meeting Minutes, Feb 1 2018
Submitted by Karen Harden
NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY OF TEXAS – NORTH CENTRAL CHAPTER
Fort Worth Botanical Garden Deborah Beggs-Moncrief Center
President Kim Conrow called the meeting to order at 6:35 P.M. Kim welcomed all to the meeting and acknowledged new members and guests. She spoke of the Chapter’s 501 (c) status and the mission of our Chapter.
Mission statement was presented on screen. Kim explained the raffle and that the tickets were 1 for $1 or 6 for
$5. She drew attention to the blue Announcement/Education Board where members can find information about
upcoming events and general information. She noted there were handouts available from the presenter, also.
Bill Hall was available to take orders from members who wished to purchase a nametag, in the amount of $6.25
Gailon Hardin spoke briefly on research she had read about on the scarcity of water in the near future. Research
is showing a rapid decline of water resources. Early indications were water would start running low in the year
2050. This has now been revised to the year 2032. It is predicted we will have limited water resources by then.
Approval of Minutes: October and November minutes were approved.
Treasurer Gailon Hardin reported $8,483.18 in the bank as of January 31, 2018. There is $246.49 in the SW Regional Library budget line and $2,029.28 in the SW Sub Courthouse budget line. This leaves an operating budget
of $6,207.41 for the Chapter.
VP Programs Ray Conrow announced the guest speaker for March is Barney Lipscomb from BRIT. The title of
the program will be, “A Botanical Waltz Across Texas”.
Hospitality Chair Corinna Benson thanked the members who brought snacks to the meeting. She also announce she needed volunteers to sign up to bring snacks to future meetings. A sign-up sheet was passed around.
Field Trip Chair Eric Johnson announced the next field trip would be to Comanche Peak on Saturday, May 12,
2018. Eric passed around a survey sheet listing locations for future field trips. He asked members to pick their
preference and from this survey, the next field trip location will be chosen. It was mentioned that the different
sites are also listed in the newsletter.
Events: The Home and Garden Show is coming up February 16-18, 2018. A volunteer is needed to head up
this event. Dawn Hancock, past Events Chair offered to guide the person on the ins-and-outs of this event. See
Dawn if you are interested. YardSmart is scheduled for March 3, 2018.

Meeting Minutes
Continued on Page 14
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General Meeting Minutes, Feb 1 2018
Submitted by Karen Harden
<Continued from page 12>
Demo Gardens: Gailon Hardin announced we now have six demo gardens. Southwest Sub Courthouse, Southwest Regional Library (five more beds have been requested for this location), Molly Hollar Wildscape (now consists of 4 acres), Fielder House Butterfly Gardens, White Settlement Waystation, and the newest addition, Knapp
Heritage Park Pollinator Gardens (Gailon shared teacher etiquette from 1915. An old schoolhouse sits at this
location.)
The garden leaders are always looking for volunteers to help in the gardens. If you are interested, locations and
hours are posted on the Chapter’s website, www.txnativeplants.org.
The 2018 Plant Sales are scheduled for May 5, 2018 and September 29, 2018 at the Elm Grove Pavilion at River
Legacy in Arlington. Growers are needed for these fundraising events. As an incentive, new members will receive plant plugs at the next general meeting and returning growers can take home Mexican Hat plants to pot and
grow. A sign-up sheet was available for members who would like to grow plants for the sales.
Education: Online registration is open on the State website, www.NPSOT.org, for the Native Landscaping Certification Program (NLCP) classes. You can register for any class in the State; however, Level 1 is a prerequisite to
taking the Level 2 and Level 3 classes. A Level 1 class is being offered in Denton on March 24 at the Clear Creek
Natural Heritage Area and in Fort Worth on September 24 at the Fort Worth Botanical Gardens. The design and
planning for the Level 4 class, which will deal with advocacy, has been put on hold. The Chairperson stepped
down from this position. Level 5 for birds is coming along nicely.
Membership Chair Patti Maness reported 248 members for the Chapter. Tonight’s meeting had 56 members,
9 visitors, and a head count of 70. She had 11 new memberships in January, in which six were in attendance.
Frank Keeney reported he had 993 people on email.
Registration is open for the spring symposium at the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center on Saturday, February 24. To register, visit the State website at www.NPSOT.org
The Bring Back the Monarch to Texas grant applications ends February 15. Information on this grant can be
found on the State website.
Bring Back the Monarch Train the Trainer workshop was very successful. There were 60 attendees in training
to be speakers as reported by Kim Conrow.
Suzanne Tuttle will lead a “Winter Woody ID” walk at the Fort Worth Nature Center (FWNC) from 1:30pm –
4:00pm on February 17. Cost is $10 non-member/$5 member. Must be members of the FWNC to receive the
member discount.

Meeting Minutes
Continued on Page 15
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General Meeting Minutes, Feb 1 2018
Submitted by Karen Harden

<Continued from page 12>
There is an upcoming Citizen Forester training opportunity, hosted by the Cross Timbers Urban Forestry
Council. Training begins March 21 and goes through December. Training dates are the 3rd Wednesday of every
month, except November when it is held on the 2nd Wednesday. Training sessions will be at the Fort Worth Botanical Gardens and at the Resource Connection. Cost for the program is $225 and includes lunches. Interested
parties please contact David Cook at the Cross Timbers Urban Forestry Council.
Outreach Chair Laura Penn announced an upcoming “Trash Bash” at the Stella Rowan Prairie, March 2nd from
9a-12p. They need volunteers to engage TCC students and help them ID plants. There is also a “Savage Cabbage
Bash” along the Trinity River on February 24th. Volunteers are needed to help participants ID and pull bastard
cabbage.
Meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.

Adjournment:
Program:

Peace, Love, and Milagros. Presented by Steven Chamblee from the Chandor Gardens in Weatherford.
**********

End: General Meeting Minutes

**********

The puzzle continues
(from the last newsletter)
Did you identify this
wildflower
by it’s Winter
seed stalks and seeds?
See page 11
Less than 1 foot tall.
Hint: Iris Family
If you can’t wait, ask your
editor next meeting.
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Two of My Favorite Early Spring Bloomers
Submitted by Martha Mullens
I love the color purple/blue in flowers, clothes, and most everything except cars or house paint. Therefore, two I
yearn to see in the early spring are prairie celestials (Nemastylis geminiflora) and blue eyed-grass (Sisyrinchium
pruinosum). Neither is very plentiful, so when I see a patch of either, I am delighted. So pretty to look at and take
photos of, unfortunately, neither will transplant very successfully.
Celestials are somewhat delicate in that
the bloom only lasts from late morning to
about 3 PM. New blossoms are produced the
following day. They only bloom for a short
period of time in early spring, sometimes
in late March and sometimes in April. It is
worth the wait over winter to see the beautiful blue-violet flowers spring up in colonies.
They often grow in open spaces, such as prairies, that are undisturbed by cultivation, but
they will grow in the shade. Since they prefer
moist conditions, they often will not bloom
during a period of drought. Celestials prefer clayey soils but will grow in moist sandy
ones, but usually not limestone.
Celestials grow up to 18 inches tall. Because
of the grasslike “pleated” leaves and smallish (2-3 inch) flowers they look best planted
in groups in the home garden. From a distance,they somewhat resemble the cultivated
irises of which they are related. Not only are
they pretty, but they also attract native bees.

Prairie Celestial Nemastylis geminiflora

You will need to gather your own seeds from the wild or dig up a few bulbs. Please be mindful that they are rather scarce. I have not been able to locate a source from which to purchase these.
Blue eyed-grass is not a grass at all, but a member of the iris family. The
grass-like leaves and clump growth are what gives the impression of being
a grass. The small (1 inch) bluish flowers are not very showy by themselves, but seen in groups are quite spectacular. Upon close examination
both this bloom and that of the celestial sports bright yellow stamens.
Up to 12 inches tall these flowers look great in home gardens to form
borders or in a wildflower meadow. In the wild they grow mainly in moist
clay or sandy-clay soil in open sunny pastures, meadows, prairies, and
even shaded woodlands.Seeds can be purchased from several companies
online. Just google it up.

blue eyed-grass
Sisyrinchium pruinosum
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Letter to Members
by Josephine Keeney

You are all invited to grow plants and to help at our Plant Sale May 5th at River Legacy in Arlington.
Our plant sales are the only fund raisers we have. We use the funds to help others with similar goals in Native
Plant Conservation.
We sponsor the following organizations:
• Fort Worth Nature Center and Refuge
•Tandy Hills Prairie
• Monarch Watch Program
• The Great Seed Bomb
• Native Prairies Association
• Native Plant Week
• Bring Back the Monarchs
• The Molly Hollar Wildscape
• Southwest Regional Library Garden
• Tarrant County Southwest Sub-Courthouse Garden
• Butterfly Garden at Fielder House
• Pollinator Garden at Knapp Heritage Park
These funds also help us with the purchase of books which we give to new members when they join our chapter
to help them learn about Native plants.
It is not hard to grow some plants. Many of them volunteer in your yard and you can just pot those or start some
from cuttings or seed.
The plants have to be 100% Texas Native and be potted up by six weeks before the sale which would be by March
25th.
They can be in 4 inch, quart, gallon, or larger pots. If you choose to bring plants, ask us to send you more details.
If you can’t grow plants, you can help us bring plants to the sale or help with the many jobs at the sale itself.
Some of you signed up to grow plants at our last general meeting, thank you.
We will have sign up sheets for growing plants and for helping at the sale at our general meeting on March 1st.
Please let us know as soon as possible which way you would like to help, we always need a lot of help at sales
events.
We thank you very much,
Gailon Hardin and Josephine Keeney.
Please respond to
josephine@texasstar.org
See Potting Soil
on next page, Page 18
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Potting Soil
by Josephine Keeney

Hello Everyone, it is time to talk about the Spring Plant Sale to be held on May 5th.
The Sale will be at the Elm Grove Pavilion at River Legacy Park in Arlington.
Remember that you need to get your plants potted at least 6 weeks before the sale so that they can be well rooted
when people buy them from us. This means that your plants should be potted by March 25th.
For the purpose of expediency at the sale and to save confusion we have decided to have three common pot sizes:
4 inch for $2.50, Quart for $ 4.00 and Gallon for $7.00. Larger pots and special plants will be priced as marked.
If your pot is not one of the standard sizes the price will round down to the next smaller pot size. Please try to
pot your plants as close to standard sizes as possible. Plants need to be potted at least 6 weeks before the sale, to
allow them to develop good roots. Of course you can start potting up plants right now so they can grow big and
beautiful by sale time.
I know that soil can be expensive so I use Hapi•gro Landscaper’s mix at $3.48 per bag and Black Velvet top soil at
$2.77 from Lowes. This makes a large amount of mix for $6.25.
If I mix it all at once I use one bag of each, or if I am mixing small amounts I use three scoops of landscapers mix
to one scoop of top soil because the landscapers mix is much lighter and bulkier than the soil.
For fertilizer I use cotton seed meal, which is a high nitrogen natural product that you can find at feed stores like
Marshall Grain. A 50 pound bag costs about $15.00 and lasts a long time. I use it very lightly by sprinkling it on
top of the soil in the pot when the plant looks like it needs a nitrogen boost. Of course you can use compost or
alfalfa meal or some other natural fertilizer, but don’t use artificial fertilizers as that would cancel out the organic
part.
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Nursery News
by Laura Penn

Randy Johnson, a well-known, local, organic, native plant enthusiast has taken his entrepreneur skills to the
market and opened the native plant nursery, Randy Johnson Organics. Randy co-owns and runs the business
with his sister, Julie, and both are available to meet. The nursery specializes in offering:
•
Texas native plants
•
wide diversity of hard-to-find species not commonly or never offered for sale
•
LOCAL adapted ecotypes / genotypes of native species (see more info below)
•
on-site consultations covering habitat creation / restoration
•
pollinator garden design
•
organic horticulture
•
edible gardening
•
Custom growing is available. They will travel to collect or you can provide the seeds you 		
wish grown, no size limits. They will grow one or one-thousand!
Their philosophy is simple but strict: they grow plants organically and the vast majority of species are grown
from local genotype seeds, hand-collected from wild ecosystems. (A few species are propagated from purchased seed and these are noted for transparency, but are chosen because the application is correct.) Randy
and Julie’s methods are far different than the typical ‘row cropping’, where native species are grown like a food
crop, in monocultures of the same species. They don’t push plants with high nitrogen fertilizers, and employ
only organic products on plants. Special attention is paid to the genetics of what they grow.
Why is LOCAL native seed propagation important?
Randy and Julie offer a product as close as possible as can be found in the wild. Their goal is to grow native
plants that will provide to pollinators and other wildlife, a plant with which they co-evolved, a plant with genetics suitable for them and to the soil and location in which the plant will be installed. Unlike some nurseries
that propagate quickly by taking cuttings and essentially cloning the parent plant, Randy and Julie are guided
by providing genetic diversity. This genetic diversity within each species is possible by starting with local native
seeds. They take great pride in also offering a wide diversity of different plant species for customers and ultimately the fauna which they will serve when installed. Local ecotypes offer subtle differences, often invisible
to the naked eye, but offer profound influences on survivability in your local landscape and efficacy to wildlife,
whether that is pollinators, butterflies, birds or insects which feed them all.
Methods
To offer customers plants like this requires a lot of steps and time. First, Randy and Julie locate existing habitat
from which to collect. This is becoming increasingly difficult as more and more local habitat is lost to development. The seed must be collected when mature. This requires experience, a critical eye, much patience and
time. The seeds are collected at the right time, then are processed and readied for storage or pre-treatment as
required. Most native species seeds require some type of pre-treatment before sowing; often this is a 30-day
cold-moist stratification. The seeds are sown in flats and germinated, after germination the seedlings are transferred by hand, one by one, into a larger container, typically a 4” or quart container depending on the species.
In general, it takes at least 6 months to produce a viable 4” plant for sale, 8 - 9 months for a one-gallon plant.
Nursery News
Continued on Page 20
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Nursery News
by Laura Penn

<continued from Page 19>
To produce plants like they do takes a lot of time but they don’t mind. Randy and Julie are committed to offering
the very best plant material offered on the market. They yield to the needs of the plants. There are other sources
of native plants but few, if any, propagate in this same thoughtful manner that respects Nature. Their approach is
to offer native plants that local fauna recognize and can use, which will be good for them. In doing things their
way, they produce native plants that will perform for customers, to survive and thrive in their gardens. Randy
and Julie are humble in their approach, and feel very lucky to be able to offer clients a truly superior product.
Background
Randy earned his degree in Wildlife and Fisheries Sciences from Texas A&M University. Randy’s passion for
native plants started when he was in college. While at TAMU in the early 80’s, one of the big environmental
issues was the Northern Spotted owl and the issue with its loss of suitable habitat. Being a wildlife biologist in
the making, Randy wondered why someone didn’t begin a breeding program for this bird to increase its numbers. It quickly dawned on him that it was a species with very strict habitat requirements: old growth forest. He
knew then that this was a habitat issue and his focus shifted to plants. Randy started doing some research and
decided that he would learn about plants and the vital relationship they have with all living things. This became
his new focus. Randy began his professional career with natives when he accepted the job at Texas Discovery
Gardens. He is the past Director of Horticulture at Texas Discovery Gardens, where he decided to devote his
life to the promotion of and education about native plants. Randy’s sister, Julie, began to work with him there as
a landscape specialist. She too loves nature and quickly became enamored with natives. She was a very willing
and able student and excelled in the discipline. Most recently, Randy served as the Horticulture Director at the
Dallas Zoo.
Randy has been gone from the Dallas Zoo for just over a year now, to run the native plant nursery full-time.
Randy and Julie would appreciate your support, both by visiting their nursery, and by sharing this information
with others in the community who are looking for quality, local, organic native plants that are difficult to find
elsewhere.
The greenhouses are located in Forney, Texas
on FM 740 just south of town:
13091 South Bois ‘d Arc, Forney, TX 75126.
Randy says they are very easy to find,
but at the current time,
they are open by appointment only.
To make an appointment contact either:
Randy’s cell: 214-584-0565
Email: OrganicRandy@gmail.com
or Julie’s cell: 214-355-6036
Randy Johnson Organics Nursery
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Monarch Helpful Information and Links

Monarchs and Native Plants - Helpful Links
Bring Back the Monarchs to Texas Program, Native Plant Society of Texas

Grant Application Closed...
http://npsot.org/wp/monarchs/
See Next Page

Garden grants are available, applications due by February 15.

Journey North - a Citizen Science Program for documenting
migrations and more. http://www.learner.org/jnorth/
More than 50 conservation, education, and research
partners from across the United States are working
together to conserve the monarch migration under the
MJV. https://monarchjointventure.org
Monarch Watch - How to create a waystation
and become certified. http://monarchwatch.org
Mayor’s Monarch Pledge, National Wildlife Federation https://
www.nwf.org/Garden-For-Wildlife/About/National-Initiatives/MayorsMonarch-Pledge.aspx
Texas Parks & Wildlife page with numerous helpful links - all about monarchs! https://
tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/wildlife_diversity/texas_nature_trackers/monarch/
An identification guide (downloadable PDF) to milkweeds in Texas
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/TPWD-Identification-Milkweeds-Texas.pdf

NPSOT - Native Landscaping Certification Program
http://npsot.org/wp/nlcp/

Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center http://www.wildflower.org/plants/
search.php?start=10&pagecount=10
The Native American Seed Company You really must order one of
their catalogs. It is a wealth of information.
http://www.seedsource.com/Default.asp

Fort Worth and surrounding cites throughout
Tarrant county. http://www.txnativeplants.org
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Grant Applications were Overwhelming
“Bring Back the Monarchs” NPSOT
See letter forwarded by Kim Conrow below
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Southwest Subcourthouse
by Gailon Harden

SWSC Volunteer
January 31, Nancy Taylor, MG,
unloaded limestone rocks
for installing a new garden area.
That’s Otto helping.

Membership
by Patti Maness

Total memberships for our chapter is 249.
January we had 11 new members and six of them were at our February Chapter meeting.
Attendance at our February Chapter meeting was 70.

Field Trip(s)
by Eric Johnson

As of February 14, we have one field trip planned for 2018. On May 12, we will meet up and drive to the
Commanche Peak Nature Trail, near Glen Rose, Texas. The trail is said to be a ½ mile loop, and has a long list of
native plants, including American Beauty Berry, Black Willow, Rusty Blackhaw, Blackjack Oak, Oklahoma Plum,
Chittam (Brumelia lanuginose), common Hackberry, Sugar Hackberry, Netleaf Hackberry, Post Oak, Prairie
Flameleaf Sumac, Smooth Sumac, Ashe Juniper, Eastern Red Cedar, Little Bluestem, Nut Sedge, Mustang Grape,
Saw Greenbrier, Poison Ivy, Opuntia macrothiza lindheimeri, Algae Prairie Lettuce, Western Ironweed, Poverty
Weed, Grey Golden Aster, Texas Bull Nettle, Ragweed, and Wright’s Lima Bean.
Recent polling has revealed that there is the most interest in visiting the Stella Rowen Prairie, and the
Paul Matthews Prairie. Several people would like to visit Native American Seed, located in Junction, Texas, the
Lake Lewisville Environmental Learning Area, Palo Pinto State Park, and Chandor Gardens, in Weatherford.
There were a few votes for Trinity River Audubon Center, in Dallas, Dallas Discovery Gardens, and Parkland
Hospital, also in Dallas. The grounds of the hospital are landscaped with native plants, and so this would be a
great chance to see how this is done.
We will discuss field trips at the next board meeting, and at each general NPSOT meeting this spring.
Please feel free to make suggestions and express your opinions!
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March Calendar by Troy & Martha Mullens
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March 2018 Program
A Botanical Waltz Across Texas
Biological Crossroads and Floral Wonders of the Lone Star State
Due to its size and geological features, Texas is a vast and diverse landscape resembling much of the U.S.
A major biological crossroads of America, it has a variety of land forms and habitats with a diverse flora
and fauna. Four physiographic provinces converge in Texas: 1) Great Plains, 2) Central Lowlands, 3) Basin & Mtns., and 4) Coastal Plain. Elevations range from sea level in the coastal plain to 2667 m (8,751
ft) in the basin and mountains of west Texas. The variety of rainfall, soils, and elevation has resulted in
tremendous biodiversity in the state. Today approximately 5,500 taxa of native and naturalized vascular
plants are found in 10 vegetational areas including nearly half of the grass species indigenous to the U.S.
and over 300 taxa that are endemic to the state.
Texas is fortunate to have a wealth of information about its plant life, vegetation, and natural
history due to many collectors and collections over the last 197 years, since the first scientific collecting
began in Texas in 1820. A wave of zealous naturalists came, explored, and collected Texas in the 19th
century. The 20th century marshaled in a new era of collecting and botanists who made new observations and discoveries. Herbarium specimens have accumulated and are a gold mine of information,
information that is good for science and good for conservation in the 21st century.
Nearly 250 Texas plants have been identified as rare and of conservation concern. Thirty-three
species are listed as threatened or endangered. A Botanical Waltz Across Texas will give a broad overview of the 10 vegetational areas of Texas , highlight some of the unique and fascinating ecological
systems, plus give a closer look at some of the more rare plants in the Lone Star State.
											Barney L. Lipscomb
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Blooming Now
Well,
Maybe not blooming
now in some places.
But very soon.
Very, very soon.
Elbow bush.
aka: Springs Herald.
How many names
do you know it by?
Scientific Name?
Elbow bush photo by Troy Mullens

Corrections to last Newsletter
The White Settlement Monarch Waystation report from Merita Knapp, was accidentally attributed to
Patti Maness in the Jan- Feb newsletter.

Attention: All Members
If you got this far in reading the newsletter, you must be interested.
Do you have a favorite photo of a flower, tree, grass or other plant?
Send it in with a few sentences and we will include it in the new
“Member Moments Section”
starting soon. You don’t have to be a Professional Photographer
or Writer to be included. Cell Phone photos OK.
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Rock Springs Woods
by Patti Maness

Jim took me to Rock Springs Woods at the Ft. Worth Botanic Gardens for Valentines Day. They
have done a wonderful job planting natives. There was not a lot in bloom but the signage was
excellent and can’t wait to go back in the Spring. They have all the natives I’m familiar with and
some new to me like Ravenfoot Sedge Carex crus-corvi and Cardinal Flower Lobelia cardinalis.
I recommend everyone see this garden. Here’s a few pics I took.

Bluebonnet

Bushy Bluestem

cypress knees

native grasses

signage

waterfall
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Newsletter Reqirements
1. All submissions due by the 15th of the
preceding month. Exceptions are at the
discretion of the Editor.
2. Articles (text) should preferrably be in
plain text form. (No pdf ’s). Any special
formatting requirements should be noted.
3. Photographs & charts should be sent
separatly as large as possible. Location
within the article should be noted. Please
include a caption with each photograph
and note any individual names of people.

April 5 Meeting 6:30 pm

Jonathan Ogren
“Integrating Natural
Systems into
Land Planning”
Visit us on the Web
at
www.txnativeplants.org

The purpose of the Native Plant Society of Texas is to
promote the conservation, research, and utilization of the
native plants and plant habitats of Texas through
education, outreach, and example.

Join the Native Plant Society of Texas!
Become a member of the Native Plant Society of Texas. Membership is open to any individual,
family, or organization. Membership is renewable annually and extends for a year from the date
we receive your original payment. If you wish to join, please indicate your category of membership, then clip and mail this application with the appropriate remittance to:

Native Plant Society of Texas
PO Box 3017, Fredricksburg, TX 78624
___ Student 		
$25
___ Family (2 or more) $50
___ Senior (65+)
$25
___ Patron $100
___ Limited Income $25 		
___ Benefactor $250
___ Individual
$35 		
___ Supporting $500
___ Lifetime 		
$1200
Name: _________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: __________________________________________________
County: _______________________________________________________
Phone: ________________________________________________________
Chapter Affiliation: _____North Central Chapter______________________
E-mail: ________________________________________________________

The North Central Texas
NPSOT News
is a monthly publication of
the North Central Chapter
of the Native Plant Society
of Texas.
For changes of address or
information about contributing to the newsletter, please
contact the newsletter editor.
The deadline for submitting
articles for inclusion in the
newsletter is the 15th of every
preceding month.
Troy Mullens, Editor
media@txnativeplants.org
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